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DIALOGUE fiB 


T HERON, imprefled with the laft Con- 
verfation, was very defirous to refume the 
Subjeft, and renew the important Debate. 
With this View, He conduced his Friend into a Re¬ 
tirement, commodious for the Purpofe. 

They enter a fpacious Lawn; which lay oppofite 
to the Houfe, and opened itfelf in the Form of an 
expanded Fan. The Mounds, on either Side, were 
drefled in Verdure; and ran out in a flanting Direc¬ 
tion. The whole, to an Eye placed at a Diftance, 
bore the Refemblance of a magnificent V'tjla ; con- 
tra&ing, by flow Degrees, its Dimenfions; and lef- 
fening, at laft, into a Point. Which, the regular 
A 2 and 



4- dialogue ix. 

'JfJld graceful Seat, with all imaginable Dignity, 


Nature' had funk the Lawn into ^ gentle Decline. 
On whofe ample Sides, were Oxen*ferowzing, and 
Lambs frifking. The lufty Droves lowed, as they 

S "ed j and the thriving Flocks, bleated welcome 
fie in their Mailer’s Ear.—Along the Midft of 
this Verdant Slope, .was Hretched a fpacious and ex- 
tenfive Walk. Which, coated with Gravel, and 
fenced with Pallifadoes, looked like a plain Stripe 
of Brown, interfering a Carpet of the brighteft 
Green. — At the Bottom, two handfome Canals , 
copioufly flocked with Fifh, fometimes floated to 
the Breeze; fometimes flood unmoved “ pure as 
Expanfe of Heaven.” The Waters, beheld 
from* every Room in the Houfe, had a fine E fix ft 
upon the Sight; not without a refrefhing Influence 
on the Imagination.—At the Extremity of one, was 
planted.a flately Colonaclc. The Roof, elevated on 
Pillars of the Ionic Order; the Area flabbed with 
Stones, neatly ranged in the Diamond-fafhion. 
Several Forefl-chairs accommodated the Anglers 
with a Scat, while the bending Dome fupplied tnem 
with a Shade. 

Corrcfponding, and on the Marg'.r of the other 
Canal, was erected a Summer-houJ'c , of a very lin¬ 
gular Kind.—The lower Part had an opening to¬ 
wards the Ncuh ; it was cool; it was gloomy; and 
had never feen the Sun. It carried the romantic 
Air of a Grotto, or rather the penfive Appearance 
of a Hermit’s Cell. The Outfide was coarfe and 
rugged with protuberant Stones. Partly over-fpread 
with Ivy, partly covered with Mofs, it feemed to be 
the Work of undent Years. You defeend, by Steps 
2 of 



DIALOGUE IX. 5 

of Turf; and are obliged to ftoop as you pafs the 
Door. A fcanty Iron Grate, with certain narrow 
Slits in the Wall, tranfmit a glimmering Light* 
juft fufficient to difcover the inner Structure. 
Which appears, like one continued Piece of Rock- 
work; a Cavern cut from the furrounding Quarry. 

•— Above, hung an irregular Arch; with an Af- 
pecf, that fcemed to prefage a Fall, and more than 
fcemed to alarm the Stranger. Below , lay a Pav¬ 
ing of homely Pebbles ; in fome Places, a little 
furrowed ; as though it had been worn, by the fre¬ 
quent Tread of folitary Feet. All around , were 
Rufticity and Solemnity; Solemnity, never more 
vifibly feen, than through a Gloom. — The Furni¬ 
ture, of the fame grotefque Fafhion, with the Apart¬ 
ment. A Bench hewed, You would fufpedt, by 
Nature’s Chizzel, out of the folid Stone. A Sort 
of Couch, compofed of fwelling Mofs, and fmall 
fibrous Roots.—From one Corner, trickled a pure 
Spring : which crept, with a bubbling Moan, along 
the channeled Floor ; till its Current was colle&ed 
into a Bafon, rudely fcooped from the Ground. On 
the Edge of this little Receptacle, lay chained a rufty 
Bowl; and over it, flood an antique worm-eaten 
Table.—On the leaft obfeure Part of the Wall, you 
difeern, dimly difeern, a Parchment Scroll; inferibed 
with that fage, but mortifying Admonition; Va¬ 
nity of V anities ! All is Vanity ! 

Over this Recefs, fo pleaftngly horrid, and adapt¬ 
ed to folemn Mufings, arofe an open and airy Belvi- 
dcre. You afeend by winding Stairs; and, coming 
from the uncouth Abode below, are fvveetly furpriled 
with an elegant Hexagon.—The Cieling lofty, and 
decorated with the fofteft, richcft, almoft flowing 
A 3 Fret- 
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Fret-work. The Wainfcot, in large Pannels of 
Oak, retained its native Auburn: fo beautifully 
plain, that, like an amiable Countenance, it would 
have been disfigured, rather than improved, by the 
moft coftly Paint. On this were difpofed, in gilded 
Frames, and to great Advantage, a Variety of en¬ 
tertaining LandJ'capes. But none furpafied, none 
equaled, all were a Foil to, the noble lovely Views, 
which the Windows commanded. — The Chimney- 
piece, of white fhining Marble, ftreaked with Veins 
of vivid Red. Over it, was carved a fine Feftoon 
of artificial, in it, was ranged a choice Colle&ion 
of natural Flowers.—On a Table of glofly Walnut, 
lay a portable Telefcope; attended with Thomson's 
Seafons , and Vanierii Prtedium Rujlicum *. 

The Whole was fitted up in the higheft Taftc, and 
furnifiied with every pleafurable Ornament. On 
purpofe to harmonize with that lavijh Gaiety , which 
feemed to fmile over all the Face of Nature. On 
purpofe to correfpond with that vernal Delight-, which 
came breathing on the Wings of every fragrant Gale. 
I may add, on purpofe to remind the Beholder of 
thofe immortal Manfions , which are decorated with 
Images infinitely more fplendid, with Objects un- 
fpeakably more glorious. Where holy Beings will 

fpend, 

* Vanierii Pradium Rujlicum -A moft elegant Latin 

Poem: which treats of every remarkable Peculiarity', re¬ 
lating to the Bulinefs of a Country Life, or the Furni¬ 
ture of a Country Seat.-It entertains us with a De- 

feription of the molt agreeable Objects; in an eafy Flow, 
of the purejl Language, and moft mufical Numbers. 

It is, 1 think, one continued Beauty. Superior to 
every Thing of the Kind, I have met with among the 
Moderns; and fcarcely, if at all, unworthy the firft Ge¬ 
nius of the Augujlan Age. Uni Virgiliofecundus, & pant 
far. 9 
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ipcnd, not a few vacant Hours in refined Amufe- 
ment, but a boundlefs Eternity in the Confumma- 
tion of Joy.—For, to a well-turned Mind, Nature 
is a Preceptor; and thefe are her inftru&ive Lcffons. 
To the pure in Heart, even Senfe is edifying; and 
thefe are its delicate Moralities. 

The redundant Waters of the Canal, rolled off in 
a fpreading Cafcade. Which, tumbling from many 
a little Precipice, foothed the Air with a Symphony 
of foft and gurgling Sounds. Nor ever intermitted 
the obliging Office, 

From Morn to Noon, from Noon to dewy Eve. 

But, when the fanning Breezes dropt their Wings; 
when the feathered Choir were hufhed in Sleep; 
when not fo much as a chirping Grafhopper, was 
heard throughout the Meads; this liquid Inftrument 
ftill played its Solo : ftill purfued its bufy Way, and 
warbled, as it flowed, melodious Murmurs. 

Fffp. Such, Thcron ; fo uniform, uninterrupted, 
and invariable, fhould be our Conformity to the 
Precepts of the Law.—But alas! thofe facred Pre¬ 
cepts are fo exceedingly broad , that the moft enlarged 
human Obedience, is far from being commenfurate 
to their Extent: fo abfolutely holy, that our higheft 
Attainments fall vaftly fhort of their exalted Perfec¬ 
tion.—How then can We expedt Juflification, from 
fuch a confummate Rule ? How dare We place any 
Dependence, upon fuch imperfe& Duties ? 

When You was pleading for fuch a Method of 
Juflification, You put me in Mind of the Conful- 
Mummius. I could not but think of thofe memor¬ 
able Orders, which He gave the Merchant, who 
A 4 under- 



8 DULOCBI IX, 

undertook to convey his fine Grecian Statues to 
Rome . 

Thcr. Inftead bf the Conful, You fhould have 
faid the Clown Mummius. No Clown ever difeo- 
vered a more grofs and indelicate Tafle, than that 
jlluftrious Booby. For any One to taik of making 
new Antiques *, was Folly and Nonfenfe to the laft 
Degree, iiut is it equally abfurd, for Us to talk 
of regaining a; 1 fecuring the Favour of GOD, 
by our Repentance, our Reformation, oUr holy 
Duties? 

Arp- 

* Mummius was General of the Romah Army; and, 
on Account of his fignal Viflories in Jcbaia, lurnamed 
jtchaicus. Though a fuccefsful Warrior, He was no very 
acute Connoilfeur. Of this, the Story to which Afpafio 
refers, is a pretty evident Proof.—Having conquered 
and plundered the City of Corinth , there was found, 
among the Spoils, a moll curious Collc&ion of Piftures 
and Staui' s; wrought by tne ableft Hands, and grenteft 
Matters, that Greece itlelf had produced. What lhall 
He do with thefe incomparable Remains of Antiquity? 
He ref.d'.e.', furfooth, upon tranfmitting them to Rome; 
that they may make a Shew, on the Day of his Triumph. 
As Water-carriage was jnoft convenient. He agrees with 
the Captain of a Veflcl; charges Him to take particular 
Care of the Freight; and adds, very ferioully adds; 
That in Caje they ’■were loji in their PaJJugt, He ’wouldoblige 
Him to provide nenu ones. A faying, delervedly ridiculed 
by ail Men of Scale, as a moll egregious Solecifrn in 
Tafte and Delicacy. 

Demens ! qui Nimbos W non iqnitabilc Fulmen 
JEre & cornipedum Cur/u Jimuldret Equoru/n. 

Vine. 

If this Reprehenfion of the Foet’s, is applicable to Mum- 
mi us, and his ill-judged Menace; how much more juftly 
may it be applied to Tberon , and his felf-juflifying Sen¬ 
timents, 
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Afp. I fee very little odds in the Cafe, truly. 
Becaufe, the Means, which You would ufe, are 
impracticable; and the End, at which You aim, 
is unattainable; unlefs 

» ■ ■ —. . . . One greater Man 

Rtjlore L r s, and regain the blifsful Seat. 

Milton , You obferve, had no Notion of Man’s re- 
ftoring Himfelf; or regaining the Favour of GOD, 
by his own Reformation. Such an Attempt, ac¬ 
cording •-) his Way of thinking, were fomewhat 
like the Conceit of making new Antiques. —What 
Hand could give Us Jupiter , in all his commanding 
Majcfly, bat the Hand of Phidias? What Pencil 
could fhew Us Venus , in all her attractive Beauty, 
but the Pencil of Apelles? Much more may We 
afk ; what Obedience could equal the Perfection of 
the divine Law, but the Obedience of CHRIST? 
Or what Expedient can reconcile Sinners to their 
offended GOD, but only the Blood and Righte- 
oufncfs of his beloved SON ? 

Ther. Pray, let me afk in my Turn—Becaufe 
Mankind are incapable of pleafing their MAKER, 
by yielding an abfolute and invariable Obedience to 
the moral Law; does it follow from thence, that 
they cannot render themfelves acceptable to Him, 
by an univerfal Courfe of fincere Obedience ? 

Afp. I think, it follows from what has been already 
obferved. If You defire new Arguments, they are 
at hand. 

The Laiv, fays the Teacher of the Gentiles, is the 
Minijlrathn of Death * How can this be true, if 

it 

* 2 Cor. iii. 7. In ibis Place, I apprehend, the ApofUe 
means the moral Law, and that principally. As that 
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it requires no more than a /metre Obedience; fuch 
as is proportioned to our infirm State ? If this be 
fufficient to juftify, and entitle Us to our CREA¬ 
TOR’S Favour; the i-aw ceafes to be the Mini- 
flration of Condemnation. It becomes (which is 
flatly contradictory to the Apoftle’s DoClrine) the 
Miniftration of Righteoufnefs, 

The Law is ftyled, by the fame infpired Teacher, 
A Sckool-mafter to bring Us to CHRIST f. How 
can it, upon your Suppofition, be qualified for fuch 
an Office ? If a fincere Obedience be the Whole 
of its Demands, it can no longer direCI Us to 
CHRIST ; it will no longer deliver Us over to a 
REDEEMER’S Merit; but muft engage and 
attach Us to itfclf. Teaching Us to look upon its 
Precepts, and our own confcientious Obfervance of 
them, as the Tenure of eternal Life. 

Do 

alone was •written and engraven on Stonet. Elfewherc, I 
believe. He ufes the Word in a larger Senfc; and in¬ 
tends to exclude all Law whatever, from bearing any 
Share in onr J unification. 

■f Gal. iii. 24. nKiJafay®-, A Sehool-mafier. Who pre¬ 
tends not to fin jb the Education of Youth ; but direfts 
them to, and prepares them for, higher Studies, or no¬ 
bler Employs. The Law, in like Manner, aims not at 
furniihing Us with a Title to eternal Happinefs ; but dif- 
fo/es and di/ciplinesUs, for the All-fufficient R ED EE M- 
£R, and his free Salvation. 

Some have thought, that eis Xpiror fignifies. Until the 
Coming of CHRIST. But this will hardly confift with 
the Genius of the Language, or with the Import of the 
following Claufe, That We might ht jujlificd by Faith. — 
Betides, this would confine the Efficacy of the Law, to 
that Period of Time, which preceded our LORD’s In¬ 
carnation. Whereas, it Jiill does, and always will aft, 
(until this Corruptible fhall put on Incorruption) in a 
Way of Subferviency to his Merits, 
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Do You inftft upon a third Proof? A third pre¬ 
sents itfelf. Not fo much founded on Argumenta¬ 
tion, as deduced from Example. — How was Abra- 
harfK*, the Friend of GOD, and Father of the 
Faithful, juftified? By a Courfe of finccre, or by 
many Afts of heroic Obedience? No; but by 
Faith in the promifed MESSIAH. Abraham 
worked not, with a View to obtain Juftification; 
but believed on Him , who jujlifieth the ungodly.— How 
was David *, the Man after G O D’s own Heart, 
juftified? By his Zeal for his CREATOR’S 
Glory, or by his eminent Services to his Fellow- 
creatures ? No; but by a Righteoufncfs imputed: 
even that Righteoufnefs of the blefied REDEEM- 
E R, through which Iniquity is forgiven, and Sin 
pardoned. — And can We be laid to walk humbly, 
or can We be thought to walk furely, if, refilling 
to tread iii the Steps of thcfe exemplary Saints, Wc 
divert into a Path of our own deviiing ? 

Ther. “ Of our own devifing !”—No, my Friend : 
there is a milder Law introduced by the Gofpel, con- 

ddeending 

** Thefe two Examples are, with the greateft Judg. 
ment feleded, and with the utmoft Propriety applied. 
Rom. iv. i, (Jc. Rom. iv. 6, £jfr.— Abraham was the moft 
illuftrious Pattern of Piety, among the Jewijh Patriarchs; 
In Glory there was None like Him, Ecclus xliv. 19. David 
was the molt zealous and feraphic of the JewsJb Kings: 

A Man after GOD’t own Heart, 1 Sam. xhi. 14._If 

neither of thefe dillinguilhed Perfonages, was jultificd by 
bis own Obedience; but each by an imputed Righteouf¬ 
nefs : If they both obtained Acceptance with GOD, not 
as upright Beings, who might claim it; but vt Jinful Crea¬ 
tures, who muft implore it; the Confequence is glaring. 
It is fuch, as muft ttrike every attentive Underftanding; 
muft aftied every individual Perfon ; and fecludeall Man¬ 
ner of Works, even thofe of the higbelt Saint, from any 
the leaft Degree of Ingrediency into Juftification. 
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defending and merciful to our Infirmities, which 
Accepts of Sincerity inllead of perfect Obedience. 

Afp . When was this milder Law introduced, and 
the ft richer abrogated ?—Not upon the Entrance of 
Sin, I prefume. At this Rate, the original Law 
muft be the Creature of a few Dei)s, perhaps of a 
few Honrs only. But can Wc imagine, that the 
All-wife and Unchangeable GOD would ordain a 
Syftem of Precepts, to be difannulled, as foon as 
enafted? Not in our LORD’S Time, 1 am very 
certain. That holy Commandment, which re¬ 
quires fupremc Love to GOD, and perfect Charity 
to Men, He aflures Us, was ftill in Force *. Nay, 
It is evident, from the Nature of the DEITY, 
and from our Relation to one another, That it al¬ 
ways will be in Force ; that it never can ccafe; but 
is rccdl'ary and everlafting. 

“ A milder Law, condefcending to our Infirmi- 

ties”—What can be the Purport of fuch an Infti- 
tution ? It muft be fuppofed to fpeak the following 
Language! “ Be it known unto You, O Children 
« of Adam , that You are no longer enjoined to love 
“ the L O R D with all your Strength, nor to love 
“ your Neighbour as Yourfelves.— Once, indeed, I 
«* infilled upon abfolute Purity of Heart; now I can 
“ difpenfe with fomc Degree of evil Co'ncupifcence. 
« .—Since CHRIST is come, and his Gofpel 
« preached. You need not always be clothed with 
«* Humility; but may feel fome little Emotions of 
• “ Pride.—In fliort; becaufe You are weak, I will 
“ connive ; or even accommodate my Demands to 
** your enfeebled and depraved Condition.” 

Not 


* Matt. xxii. 37, 38, 39, 
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Not to urge (what muft be (hocking to every Ear) 
That fuch a Do&rine would make the HOLY 
ONE of GOD, a Minifler of Sinj and the GoL 
pel of our Salvation, a Patent for Licentioufnefs, 
Let me only afk—Docs this agree with our LORD’* 
Declaration ? One Jot or Tittle fhall in no wife paft 
from the Law, till ail be fulfilled*., — Is this fui table 
to the Perfections of the Divine LEGISLA* 
T O R ? Tilth whom is 710 Vin iabitnefs , nor Shadow 
of Turning + ?—Will this con ait with the avowed 
Refolution of the Almighty J L H O V AH? lie will 
magnify the Law , and make it honourable J, 

Tbcr. However You may decry, what I call the 
milder Law, Sr. Paul aliens it to he the Chr'fiian 
Scheme. This he ftrenuoufly argues for, as the 
only Scheme by which any Man can be juftified jn 
the Sight of GOD. 

• Ajp. Does He, Theron ? In what Epiftlc ? What 
Chapter ? What Verier—He fays, addrefling Him- 
felf to the Galatian Converts ; I do not fruflratc the 
Grace of GOD-, for, if Rightcouficf came by the. 
Law , CHRIST is dead in vain ||. From which 
Railage, Wc learn two very momentous Truths. 
Thar, were we to derive a juftifying Righteoufnefs 
from the Law, this would not only be derogatory to 
the Honour of Grace, but fulrjnfive of its very Be¬ 
ing.— That by feeking Jullification through our 
own confcientious Behaviour, We make, as far as ia 
Us lies, the Death of CHRIST a vain Thing} 
for which there was no Occafion, and of which 
there is no Ufe. 

To 

* Matt. v. 18, f Jam. i. 17. J Ifai. xlii. 2|. 
|j Gal. ii. zi. 
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To the fame Purpofe it is written in that invalu¬ 
able Epiftle to the Romans *; if they which are of 
the Law be Heirs ; if they, who truft to their own 
Performances of the Law, are thereby intitled to the 
heavenly Inheritance; Faith is made void , and the 
Promife made of none Effect. — See now, my Friend, 
the Tendency of your Opinion! It is not a mere 
fpeculative Miftake; an Error of inconfiderable Con- 
fequence; but fuch as flrikes at the Fundamentals 
of the Gofpel. Inllead of being the only Chriftiati 
Scheme, it totally overthrows f Cbri/lianity itfelf. 
For, it would render the Promife abortive, and fu- 
perfede the Neceflity of Faith. It would deftroy the 
very Exiftence of Grace, and make even the Death 
of CHR I ST a fuperfluous Tranfa&ion. 

Tier. This I fee, Afpafio ; That the Method of 
obtaining Acceptance on Account of our own Sin¬ 
cerity, is a benign Expedient; fuch as correfponds 
with the compaffionate Nature of the DEITY; 
and is, what the Apoftles ftiles, being jujiified by Faith , 
ivithout the Deeds of the Law. 

#• 


* Rom. iv. 14. 

f St. Paul fays of thofe Preachers, who taught Juni¬ 
fication by the Works of the Law, They would pervert, 
or (as the Original pilarct^eo may be tranflated) fubvert 
and overthrow the Gofpel of CHRIST. —To pervert, 
give a wrong Turn, or a falfe Colour, feems not to exprefs 
fully the ApolHe’s Idea, nor to preferve the native Ener¬ 
gy of his Argument. The Greek Word is equivalent to 
the Hebrew -]Dn, which we generally render evertere. 
Gal. i. 7. 

It may be worth our while, to tranferibe Beza’s De- 
fcant upon the Paffage: which is no lefs pertinent, than 
it is important. Quidenim magis contrarium eft Fidei,five 
grutuitie Jufifeationi, quam Jufifcatio ex Lege,five Meri- 
tis, non C H R 1 STI fed nofris ? Itaque que volant if a 
duo conciliarc, magis etiam funt inepti, quam f quis conetur 
Lucent cum Tenebris, Mortem cum Vita conjungere. 
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Afp. How! to be juftified by Faith, and jufti- 
fied by Sincerity, the fame Thing !— Is it poflible? 
—Let me illuftrate my Query by a Similitude, which 
our prefent Situation fuggefts. Sometimes an eafy 
Comparifon is more convincing, than a laboured 
Argument. 

From this pleafing Eminence, We command an 
extenfive View of the Country. Our Eye connedls 
ihe artlefs Grandeur of Nature, with the elegant 
Embellifliments of the Summer-houfe. Nor is the 
public Road the leaft entertaining Part of the Scene. 
Becaufe it prefents Us with a moving Pilot ure ; with 
a perpetual Succeflion of new Objects.—How many 
Travelers have paffed in Review, fince We took 
our Seat in this agreeable Elevation! Juft at this 
Inftant, a Stage-coach bolts out of the Lane: filled, 
I fuppofe, with PafTengers, that rcfule in the Neigh¬ 
bourhood, or are to lodge in the next Market-town. 
We will fuppofe them fet down at their Journey’s 
End. An Acquaintance vifits them ; congratulates 
them on their Arrival: and afks that cuftomary 
Queftion, “ How they came?”—“ We came, fay 
“ they, without walking a Step ourfelves; yet by 
“ walking as far as We were able.”—Is this An- 
fwer intelligible ? A.re thefe Sentiments coniiftent ? 
So intelligible is my Friend’s Dodirine. So con- 
fiftent is Juftifjcation, vouchfafed without the Deeds 
of the Law: and Juftification obtained, by per¬ 
forming the Deeds of the Law, as well as We are 
able. 

Ther. Without the Law, fignifie«, Without the 
Necellityof an exact and unerring Conformity to it. 

Afp. This is not without, but by the Law, quali¬ 
fied in the Rigour of its Demands, and departing 

feme- 
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fomewhat from the Perfection of its Precepts. Could 
You affirm, with any Propriety, that this Part of the 
Hemifphere is without the Sun ? Becaufe, an inter¬ 
vening Cloud has moderated its Fervour, and abated 
its Glare. 

What fays the Apoftle ? His Words in another 
Place, will determine his Meaning in this. If a 
State of Acceptance with GOD, be of Works \ be 
referable to our own Obedience, whether fincere or 
perfect: it is no more of Grace *; no more the Ef¬ 
fect of free Favour, but a Recompenfe owing to 
Worth, or a Reward belonging to Worth.—Works 
and Grace, in Point of Juftificaiion, are irrecon¬ 
cilable Oppofites +. On this Pinnacle they cannot 
ftand together. One muft fupplant and overthrow 
the other. 

But why do I fpeak of Grace ? If my Friend’s 
Opinion prevail, Grace is at an end. What We 
fook to be the Gofpel, turns out a Covenant of 
Works. Salvation ceafes to be a free Gift, and be¬ 
comes a necefiary Payment. For, to Him that Work - 
ethy that performeth what th$ Law requires, is the 
Reward not reckoned of Grace ; hut He may claim 
it, as his Duej it muft be paid Him, as Matter of 
Debt %, 

Ther, 

* Rom. xi, 6 . The Paflage produced by 3 fp a fto, re- 
fers immediately to the Doftrine of Eledlion, and but re~ 
mutely to the Privilege of Jollification. However as t,he 
former includes the latter, if that be perfedlly free, this 
cannot be the Confequence of Works. The Argument, 
therefore, l apprehend, is conclufiye, though the Proof 
is not fo diredt. 

•f E diameiro inter fe epponuntur, Mo/cs dsf JESUS 
CIIRISri'S; Lex C Promijfio ; facere 13 crederet 
Opera & Fiats f RLrces 13 Donum, li E t; Ot L. 

t Rom. iv. 4.. 
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Tier. You take no Notice of what I urged, con¬ 
cerning the Benignity of this Scheme ; and how 
much it magnifies the Clemency of the great LE- 
GISLATOR. 

Jfp. But why fhould Clemency ere£l its Throne, 
on the Ruins of altnoft every other Attribute ?—This 
Method would diflionour the Veracity of GOD; 
which has denounced a Curfe, upon every Devia¬ 
tion from his revealed Will.—It would depreciate 
the Adminiftration of his Jufticc ; which cannot but 
punifh, whatever violates his facred Precepts.—It 
would greatly derogate from the Dignity of his Law; 
and make it a mere Thing of Wax. To bend ; 
and truckle; and take its Form, from the Sin and 
Wcaknefs of human Nature. 

Thcr. Will the divine Law then make no favour¬ 
able Allowances for human Infirmities, for confti~ 
tutional Faults, and Strength of Paflion? 

Afp. Far be it from r.:c to reprefent the Law of 
the MOST HIGH, either more flrict, or more 
yielding, than it really is. To avoid all Poffibility 
of fuch a Miflake, let Us hear the Declaration of 
the Law itfelf. Cur fed is every One that continueth 
not in all Things , which are written in the Book of the 
Law to do them *. 

Every one ; without any Exception of Perfons; 
without any Regard to Pleas, either of human Weak- 
nefs, or violent Temptation.— That continueth not ; it 
is not enough to obferve thefe holy Commandments, 
in the general Tenour of our Converfation. Our 
Courfe of Obedience muft be without any Intermif- 
fion; from the earlieft Dawn of Reafon, to the latefl: 

Vol; II, B Period 

* Gal, iii. 10. 
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Period of Life.— In all Things ; We muft refrain 
from all the Sins, that are forbidden, and from every 
Approach towards them. We muft pradtife all the 
Virtues, that are enjoined, and in their full Extent 
of Perfedlion. 

In a Word ; the Law infifts upon Obedience, 
perfect in its Principle ; perfect in all its Parts ; per- 
fedl in every Degree ; and in each of thefe Refpedls 
perpetual *.—The leaft Deficiency in any one Parti¬ 
cular, renders Us liable to Vengeance; and, not- 
withftanding any Sorrow for Tranfgreffions, not- 
withftanding all Pretenfions to Sincerity of Heart, 
configns us over to the Curfe. 

Theron paufed—He feemed to beftruck with Sur- 
prife.—But rallying his Thoughts replied. Ac¬ 
cording to your Interpretation, this is the Language 
of the Law ; Curfcd is every One, that is charge¬ 
able with the leajl Sin. Nay, curfcd is every One, 
that is not perfectly righteous. But if this be the 
Senfc of the Paffage, Who of all Flefh can be 
faved ? 

Jlfp. Say rather; If the Demands of the divine 
Law are fo wonderfully high ; if its San&ion is fo 
awfully rigorous ; then muft every Mouth be flopped 
—then is all the World become guilty before GOD 
—and, by the Works of the Law Jhall no Man living 
he jififed. 

Ther. 

* That the Law infifts upon an Obedience alfolutely 
perfect, will be farther evident to the attentive Reader, 
if He rounders theTenour of St. Paul's Argumentation, 
in his Epiftle to the Romans, and to the Galatians. Par¬ 
ticularly Rom. iii. 23. iv. 15. Gal. hi. 21. Which Paf- 
fages imply, what Chnfjiom exprefies; a* inS»*awo» 
yireo-Dat ir tipa, aM." ti crania pucrapa. Talo h u$in yilin 

ivialor ci.-*er hxjnriluxirn SlmwftiHl uiiln. Tom. III. pag. 
148. Edit. Savil. 
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Ther. Curfed is every One, that is chargeable 

with the leaft Sin ; that is not perfedlly righte- 
“ ous.” I am aftoniflied at the Thought! How 
wretched then is the State of Mankind ! 

Jfp. Extremely wretched. And fo much the 
more, becaufe they are folding their Hands in a lift- 
lefs and gay Infenfibility ; when they IhoulJ be lift¬ 
ing them up to GOD, for Deliverance from the 
Wrath to come. Becaufe they are fleeping in a 
falfe Security, or dreaming in prefumptuous Hope; 
while they IhoulJ be living to the Strong-hold, and 
cfcaping for their Life; even for the Life of their 
immortal Souls. 

The State of Mankind is mod truly deferibed by 
the Prophet. The Curfe of GOD, like a tre¬ 
mendous Fire is kindled all around them ; yet they 
know it not ; it burns , fiercer than ten thou find fiery 
Furnaces, yet they lay it net to Heart *.—O ! that 
the Terrors of the LORD, and the Voice of Con- 
feiente, may awaken them, may roufe them, be¬ 
fore it be too late ! 

Ther. Will not fuch cxceffively fevere Doftrine 
drive People to Defpair ? 

Afp. It may. It ought.—This, I apprehend, in- 
creafes your Aftonifhment.—But allow me to ex¬ 
plain myfelf. A Defpair I mean, of being recon¬ 
ciled to the Almighty GOD, and of obtaining eter¬ 
nal Happinefs, by any Satisfaction or any Duties 
of our own. This Defpair is the Prelude to hea¬ 
venly Hope, and holy Joy. The Gofpel is a gra¬ 
cious Provifion, made by the fupreme royal Pre¬ 
rogative, for fuch defperate Souls. In this Defpair, 
I am willing to live, and defirous to die. 

B 2 

* Ifai. xlii. 25. 


Ther. 
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They. Now you mention willing , how can You 
forget that gracious Manifefto, publifhed by the corl- 
defeending KING of Heaven ; Jf there be fir ft a 
willing Aii ml, it is accepted, according to what a Alan 
hath, not according to what He hath not*. Is it not 
plain from this Text, that infinite Goodnefs will 
admit our honeft, though imperfect Endeavours? 
And, fincc We are not able to pay an unfinning, 
will mercifully accept our bcjl Obedience ? 

Jfp. I do not forget, but poflibly my Friend may 
mifappty the gracious Manifefto.—To whom was 
the Word of this Confolation fent ? To true Be¬ 
lievers; who lucre cjlablijhcd in CHRIST f ; were 
ft,notified in CHR 1 STX ; and abounded in Faith \ J. 
—If You likewife, my dear Theron, acknowledge 
Yourfeif a vile Sinner in your worft, and an un¬ 
profitable Servant in your beft Eftate : if, in con- 
fequence of this Acknowledgment, You fly for Re¬ 
fuge to the Wounds of a crucified S A VIOUR ; 
and rely, for Salvation, only on his Obedience un¬ 
to Death : then. You imitate thofe Corinthian Con¬ 
verts. Then You may apply that indulgent Decla¬ 
ration to Yourfeif. And then would I venture to 
addrefs You, in the elegant and chearing Language 
of the royal Preacher; Go thy TVay , cat thy 
Bread with foy, and drink thy Wine with a merry 
Heart ; for GOD now accepteth § both thy Perfon, 
and thy Performances. 

But 

* 2 Cor. viii. 12, + 2 Cor. i. 2r. J 1 Cor. i. 2. 

|| 2 Cor. viii. 7. 

§ Ecclef. ix. 7.— A/pafto's, Remark difeovers an Ambi¬ 
guity in the Word accepted .—If People mean. That fin- 
cere Obedience (ball be accepted, as theirjuftifying Righ- 
teoufnefs; as that which conflitutes their Title to ever- 

lalting 


3 
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But, if You overlook the Righteoufuefs of the 
Defied JLSUS; If You depend upon Yourfelf 
and your own Attainments; You are (how (hail I 
fpeak it!) not accepted, but accurfed. In fuch a 
Cafe, You have alreadyheard your Doom denounced, 
by the Leader of the Yews. You may hear it rati¬ 
fied, by the Apoftle of the Gentiles. As many as are 
if the JVorks of the Laiu, who feck Jufiification by 
their own Obfervance of its Commands, arc under 
the Curfc *. 

Ther. Under the Curfe ? Not becaufe We pre- 
fumptuoufly tranfgrefs ; only becaufe, our Attempts 
to obey, though faithfully exerted, are attended with 
Defects ? In not this unreasonable and (hocking?—• 
Unrcafonablc, that the GOD of Juflice fliould efta- 
blifh a Law of fuch confummnte Perfection, as no 
Child of Adam can, even with his utmoft Afliduity 
and Care, fulfil ? Shocking , that the GOD of Mercy 
Ihould thunder out fo fevere a Denunciation, on 
the leaft inadvertent Breach, on every unavoidable 
B 3 Failure ? 

falling Felicity ; the Propofition is extremely falfe.—If 
they mean ; That the Sincere Obedience ol juilified l‘er- 
fons, though very imperfett in irlclf, fhall be gradoujly 
regarded in CHRIST-, fhall find Favour through his 
all-recommending Merit: the Sentiment is unquciticn- 
ably true. 

VVhen Tigrancs favv the refolute and intrepid Lucullut 
marching up, with a handful of Men, to attack his 
Hundreds of Thoufands; He Laid, with an Air of Ral- 
lerv ; Do they come as Ambaffadors ? Then they are a great 
number. Do they adasar.ee us entmies ? Then they are very 
Jems. Wiih much greater froprieiy may Ajftjio fay; is 
Sincerity the Effetl of Faith ? Then We may rejo ce in 
it, with the happy Apoille, 2 Cor. i. 12. Would Sin¬ 
cerity be the Condition of our fuff cation ? Then We mull 
renounce it, with holy job. Chap. ix. 15. 
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Failure ?—This exceeds the relentlefs Rigour of 
Draco , or the tyrannical Impofitions of the /Egyptian 
Tafk-mafters. Draco is faid to have written his 
Laws in Blood. Yet his Inftitutions, though very 
difficult to be obferved, were not abfolutely imprac¬ 
ticable. And, though the /Egyptian Talk-mafters 
infilled upon the full Tale of Bricks, without al¬ 
lowing the full Proportion of Straw, yet the Pu- 
nilhment they inflicted, was incomparably lefs than 
everlafting Deftru£tion. 

Afp. The Icajl Breach!—You take it then for 
granted, that fome Violations of Duty are fmall 
and inconfidcrable. But this Extent and Severity 
of the divine Law, concur to correct every fuch 
miflakcn Apprehenfion. They inform Us; that 
thofe Sins, in which the Light of Nature could dif- 
cern but little Turpitude ; that thofe Sins of which 
the Voice of Rcafon would be apt to fay. Is it not 
a little one ? Even thofe Sins are unfpeakably odious, 
and intolerably loathfome, in the Eye of JEHO¬ 
VAH. His Nature is fo pure, and his Will (o 
righteous, that He cannot away with any Sin ; He 
will not fpare any Tranfgreffion ; but pronounces 
a Curfe, even the Curfe of everlafting Condemna¬ 
tion, upon all Iniquity.—This fccfpeaks Purity and 
a Juftice, worthy of GOD; great, tranfcendcnt, 
and deeply to be revered. Made fenfibie .of this. 
We fliall cry out with the Pfalmift; MyFlcJh trem- 
blethfor fear of Thee , and I am afraid of thy Judg~ 
ments. 

But this Severity, You imagine, chillies with 
the lovely Attribute of Mercy.—If GOD Al¬ 
mighty, in delivering his Law to fallen Mankind, 
intended to propofe the Means of their Ju/lif cation j 

I own, 
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I own, your Argument would be valid, and your 
Inference undeniable. But the Supreme LEGI¬ 
SLATOR had a very different, a far more myfte- 
riousDefign.—However, before We proceed to touch 
upon this Point, let me defire to kno wyour Opinion. 

For what Reafons, think you, was the Law or¬ 
dained ? 

Tber. For what Reafons?—To deter Men from 
the Commiflion of Vice, and excite them to the 
Practice of Virtue.—To fet before them a Rule for 
their Conduit! which if they diligently obferve, 
they fhall be rewarded with eternal Happinefs j 
Which if they prefumptuoufly tranfgrefs, they fhall 
be puni/bed with eternal Mifery. 

dffp. If Man had never fallen, this Dodtrine had 
been found Divinity; and this Method, a practicable 
Scheme. But, ever fince the Fall, fuch a Way of 
Salvation, is foinewhat like the North-Eajl PafTage. 
As Mountains of Ice, and the fevered Rigours of 
Winter, block up this: fo, extreme Impotence in 
Man, and the utmoft Perfection in the Law, bar up 
thut.—~Tbe Law , faith the Apoflle, was weak * j 
was abfolutely unable to juftify Mankind, or any 
individual Perfon. Unable, not through any De¬ 
feat in its Conftitutions but through the Flejh ; 
thiough the Corruption and Infirmity of human 
Nature. 

Therefore, in another Place He adds; If there 
had been a Law given, which could have given Ltfe\. 

B 4 A 

* Horn. viii. 3 . To otJovaro, t« ,014a, fays the Apoflle. 
Which reads flat in ourVerfion, What the Law could not 
do. But is, in the Original, a vigorous Phrafe, and ex- 
prefles an utter ItnpoJJibility. 

•j- Gal. iii. 21. 
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A Way of fpeaking which denotes, not a Difficulty, 
but an Impoffibility. Exactly like that Speech of 
JEHOVAH to Abraham-, If a Man can number 
the Dujl of the Earth*. —Should you aik. Why 
the Law could not give a Title to Life ? I anfwej*, 
Becaufe fallen Man was incapable of fulfilling its 
Precepts.—And why was He incapable ? Becaufe 
thofe Precepts required Perfection ; infifted on Per¬ 
fection j and would admit of no Obedience, which 
came fhort of Perfection f, to pafs for a juftifying 
Righteoufnefs. 

- . So Man could not the moral Part 

Perform , and not performing , cannot live J. 

This is a Truth, much to be regarded. It is a 
fundamental Point, and of the utmoft Confequence, 
in the Scheme of Chriftianity. Yet, I know noi: 
how it is, many People have overlooked it, or mif- 

taken 

* Gen. xiii. 1 6 . 

+ This, and every material Article relating to the 
grand Subjedt of Juftiiication, are clearly dated, folidly 
eftablifhed, and I think unanfwerably defended, in a 
little Treatife entitled, A Vindication of the eternal Law 
and evetlajling Gofpel, by Mr. John heart. When my 
Dialogues were fir ft publifhed, 1 was unacquainted with 
this mod excellent Treatife. I am obliged to a benevo¬ 
lent Lady, for recommending it to me, arid furnilhing 
me with it. Who has at her own Expence, reprinted the 
Work; in order to didribute it among her Friends, and 
beftow it upon the Poor. By wliWh, the does an Honour 
to her own J udgment, as well as a lingular Service to the 
Chriftian Caufe. I have met with, nothing more fatif- 
fadtory, or more convincing. Noting fo concife, and 
the, fame Time fo comprehenftue. Whoever has this 
Book, has the very Sinews of the Argument, and th$ 
very Marrow of the Doftrine. 

*' • J Milton, Book XII. apgi, 
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taken it. Many well-meaning People have un¬ 
warily entertained the fame Notion with my The- 
ron. Not apprehenfrve, that they fruftrate hereby 
the Grace of GOD, and render it of none Effe& 
with regard to them (elves.—If You examine the 
fcriptural Account of the Law, You will find it 
quite of another Strain. 

Tbcr. Pray let me hear the fcriptural Account. 
For, whenever thole djvineOracles fpeak, I 
am all Attention. Where-ever they interpofe, their 
Authority, ! am all Submillion. 

ylfp. By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin *, Fat 
from being our Ju(lifer, it is our Accufer. It-ar- 
raigns and prove:. Us guilty. It demonftrates, be¬ 
yond all Poffibility of Contradiction, that the wry 
belt among Us, have failed and come fhort of our 
Duty, nay, that the very beft among Us, have 
done amifs, and dealt wickedly. 

1 was alive without the Law once, fays the Apoftle f. 
I thought myfelf upright, obedient, holy; and en¬ 
titled, by virtue of thofe Qualifications, to Life 
eternal. But when the Commandment came , Alining 
in its Purity, and operating with Power, Sin re¬ 
vived ; a clear and lively Senfe of Guilt foot, like 
a piercing Ray, through all my Soul. I faw myfelf 
chargeable with many paft Provocations, I felt my¬ 
felf fubject to much remaining Corruption. In 
confequence of which, I died ; my vain Conceits 
were blafted; my prefumptuous Hopes expired; I 
could not but acknowledge myfelf, juftly liable to 
Condemnation and Death. 

Ther, It had this EffeCI on Saul, when he was a 
malignant and barbarous Perfecutor. But, when 

People 

? Row* iii« 20- f Rom. vii. 9. 
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People are virtuous and benevolent, what Purpofe 
does it then ferve f 

jiff. A verv important one. Yet fuch as may, 
probably, at the firft Hearing, affeft You with a lit¬ 
tle Surprize. The Law enured, fays the Apoftle, 
that the Offence might- — ■ 

Ther. Be refrained , no doubt. 

Afp. That the Offence might abound*, is the 
Affertion. 

Ther. Surprifing indeed! Is it poffible that GOD’s 
Law fhould give Countenance to Sin? Nay, add 
Spurs to the Sinner? 

Afp. Let us beware of miftaking our facred Ca- 
fuift. The Law entered, not that the Commiffion 
of<$in might be authorized, but that the Abundance 
of our Sins might be manfefled. That all Mankind, 
even your virtuous Perfons, may perceive the great 
Impurity of their Hearts f ; the great Multitude of 
their Iniquities; and the horrible Sinfulnefs of 
(what is called) the leaf!: Sin in the Sight of 
GOD. 

This End could not be anfwered by a Law, re¬ 
laxed in its Demands,, or warping to cur Weaknefs j 
only by a Syftem of Precepts, every Way exaft, and 
in all Degrees perfeft.—Whoever would reprefent 
to his Neighbour, the Spots that fully, or the Scars 
that disfigure his Countenance, mult effect: the De- 
ftgn not by a ftained, but by a pure Mirror. 

Ther. The Knowledge of Sin, and a Conviction of 
aur exceeding Sinfulnefs! —Thefe are Intentions, 
Which I fliould not have fufpefted. 

AJi>. 

• Rom. v. 20. 

, -f- And therefore was Law giv'n them, to evince 
Their natural Previty. Milt. B. XII. 287. * 
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Afp. Thefe are not all. There is another Inten¬ 
tion of the Law, equally neceffary, and no lefs 
awful. It reveals the Wrath of GOD , againfl all 
Ungodlinefs and Unrightcoufnefs of Men*. —Having 
fet before the Sinner, his innumerable Offences, 
and enormous Guilt; it proceeds to the Doom, 
which He deferves. It unfheaths the Sword of Juf- 
tice, and threatens the Offender with everiafling 
Deflrudtion. Againfl all Ungodlinefs, upon every 
Tranfgreffion, it denounces the Gurfe—the infup- 
portable and eternal Curfe of GOD. 

1 Ther. A modern Writer fuppofes, that GOD 
may fet aftde the Law, in . favour of frail Men. I 
might far more reafonably fuppofe, that He would 
mitigate the Law, on the fame Consideration. But 
what You urge, makes me afraid to lean on fo pre¬ 
carious a Prop. 

Aft. To look for Comfort and Salvation from this 
Quarter, would be worfe than leaning on a preca¬ 
rious Prop. It would be to lean, as the Arabian 
Froverb fpeaks, on a Wave of the Sea: which will 
not only fail to fupport, but will certainly fwallow 
pp, the unadvifed and rafh Depcndcr. For One 
greater than any modern Writer has affirmed, that 
every Word or Thought, oppofite to the Spirit of 
the Law, renders a Man liable to Hell-fire f. 

Set aftde or mitigate! No, Ther on ; rather than 
the divine Law fhould lofe its Honours, Sodom and 
Gomorrah were laid in Afhes; the antient World 
was deflroyed with a Deluge; the prefent Frame of 
Nature is deflined to the Flames, and all its unholy 
Inhabitants will be condemned to Hell.—Nay, ra¬ 
ther than the Icajl Tittle of the Law fhould pals 

unaccom- 

• Rom. i. lS. f Matt. v. 22, 29, 30. . 
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unaccomplilhed, its Curfe has been executed on 
GOD’sown SON; and all its Injun&ions have 
been fulfilled, in the Perfon of JESUS CHRIST. 
Which demonftrates the DEITY to be inflexibly 
in earneft, as to every Word, fpoken in his perfect 
Law. 

Ther. As I dare not confide in the modern provi- 
fionary Salvo, fo neither can I accede to your fevere 
and terrifying Notions.—The Laws of a wife apd 
beneficent Governor, are calculated for the Good of 
his Subje&s. What Good, what Advantage can 
accrue to Us, from receiving fuch a Sentence, and 
pofie fling fuch Convi&ions ? 

Afp. Though I might mention many Advantages, 
I fhall content myfelf with fele&ing one. Which 
is not only valuable in itfelf, but the Introdu&ion 
to every fpiritual Blefling.—When, by the Inftru- 
mentality of the Law, and the Illumination of the 
SPIRIT, We are brought under fuch Convic r 
tions; then We are taught to fee our Danger; then 
We are made to feel our Mifery: and then We 
(hall no longer fleep in Security, but folicitoufly 
look out for Deliverance, and gladly accept the 
fovereign Remedy. 

Ther. The Law, according to your Reprefenta- 
tion, is intended to accufe me—to convift me—to 
tondemn me. So it becomes, inftead of a falutary, 
a killing Syftem. 

Afp. The Letter killeth , but the Spirit giveth Life *. 
If We adhere to the literal Senfe, without attending 
to the fpiritual Dcfign: if We regard only the Pre¬ 
cept and the Sanction, as they ftand in themfelves ; 
•rid neither confider, nor improve them, as a&ing ip 

Sulfen- 


* 2 Cor. iii. 6 . 
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Sub/erviency to the MEDIATOR’S Righteouf- 
nefs; they are doubtlefs a killing Ordinance, and 
bind Us down under a Sentence of Death. But 
rightly improved—Hold! let me proceed no far¬ 
ther with the Argument. 

You are a Sportfman, Thcron, and delight in the 
manly Recreations of the Field. You muft there¬ 
fore have read that fine Poem, which fo elegantly 
deferibes your favourite Diverfion. 

Ther. The Chase, I fuppofe, You mean. 

Afp. The fame.—Do you remember the Defcrip- 
tion of the royal Stag Chace ? 

Ther. PerfeXly well. It is not a Week, fince I 
perufed the whole Pafiage; and with as much Plea- 
fure, as if it had been entirely new. 

Jfp. Then You can give me a Summary of the 
agreeable Narrative. 

Ther. I can. But will not this Chafe lead Us 
very far from our Subject ? 

Afp. Perhaps, not fo far as You imagine. I have 
a Reafon for my Requeft. 

7 her. What Reafon, IbefeechYou? 

Afp. You {hall foon know. Only favour me 
with the Account. 

Ther. I proteft, I cannot difeern the lcaft Con¬ 
nexion, between thefe rural Sports, and the grand 
Topic of our Converfation. However, fince you 
command, I will implicitly obey. 

The Stag, roufed from his Lair, {hakes his dap¬ 
pled Sides; tofles his beamy Hea 4 ; and, confcious 
of fuperior Agility, feems to defy the gathering Storm. 
—You fee., fpeaking of Poetry, I have catched fome- 
thing of the poetical Strain. 

4b 
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Afp- So much the better. This enlivened Matt* 
ner excites my Curiofity. It makes me more de- 
firous to hear the Sequel. 

Ther. Firft, He has recourfe to Stratagem, and 
evafive Shifts. He'plunges into theCopfe; darts 
acrofs the Glade; and wheels about in doubling 
Mazes; as though He would purfue, even the Foe 
He avoids. The full-mouthed Pack unravel all his 
Windings, and drive Him from his wily Arts. 

Now, He betakes Himfelf to Flight, and confides 
in his Speed. He burfts through the Woods; bounds 
over the Lawns; and leaves the lagging Beagles far 
behind. The Beagles flow, but fure, trace his Steps, 
through Woods, through Lawns, through half the 
extended Foreft. Unwearied, ftill unwearied, they 
urge their ardent Way, and gain upon the alarmed 
Objeft of their Purfuit. 

Again He flies. Flies with redoubled Swiftnefs. 
Shoots down the Steep; ftrains up the Hill; fweeps 
along the Fields; and, at laft, takes Shelter in the 
immenfe Recefs of fome fequeftered Grove, The 
fegacious Hounds hang, with greedy Noftrils, on 
the Scent. They recover, by indefatigable Affi- 
duity, the Ground they had lofl. Up they come 
a third Time; and, joining in a general Peal of 
Vengeance, hurry the affrighted Animal from his 
fliort Concealment. 

, Perplexed, and in the utmoft Diftrefs, He feeks 
fltoe numerous hjerd. He would lofe Himfelf, and 
elude his Purfuers, amidft the Multitude of his Fel¬ 


lows. But they, unconcerned for a Brother’s Woe, 
fbim the miferable Creature, or expel him from the 


,iyfi£b Circle.—Abandoned by his Affociates, and 
haunted with Apprehenfions of approaching Ruin, 
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He trembles at every Leaf that fhakes. He ftart$$ 
He fprings} and wild, and fwift as the Wind, flies 
he knows not where, yet pours all his Soul in 
Flight.—Vain, vain are his Efforts. The horrid 
Cry, lately leffened, thickens upon the Gale, and 
thunders in his Ear.—Now, the poor breathlef* 
Vi£tim is full in View. His Sprightlinefs forfakes 
Him. His Agility is fpent. See! How He toils in 
yonder Valley, with faultering Limbs, and a hob- 
ling Gait. The Sight of their Game, quickens the 
Pace, and whets the Ardour, of the impetuous 
Hounds. With tumultuous Violence they rulh in, 
and with clamorous Joy demand their Prey. 

What can He do ? Surrounded as He is, with in- 
fulting Tongues, and ravenous Jaws ? Defpair is ca¬ 
pable of infpiriting even the timorous Breaft. Hav¬ 
ing nothing to hope. He forgets to fear. He faces 
about, and makes a refolute Stand. The Trunk of 
a fturdy Tree, covers his Rear; and his own branch¬ 
ing Horns, defend Him in Front. He rulhes upon 
his Adverfaries; goars fome 5 lays others groveling 
on the Turfj and makes the whole coward Pack 
give way. •,,, 

Encouraged by this unexpeaed Succefs, his Hopes 
revive. He rallies once again his .drooping Spirits j 
exerts the little Remainder of his Strength ; and 
fprings through the midft of the retiring Rout.—It 
is his laft, laft Chance. He ftretches every Nervej 
once more lofes Sight of .the Rabble from the Ken¬ 
nel j and, finding no Security on file Land, takes 
to the Water. He throws his burning Sides into 
the River j failsfcdown the cooling Stream j and 
away to the Verge of fome little fhelvlng 
There finding, a Refting-place for his 
4 Feet, 
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Feet, He lkulks clofe to the fhady Margin. AH 
immerfed in tb? Wave, excepting only his Noftrils, 
He baffles, for a while, the prying Eye of Man* 
and the keener Smell of Brute. 

Difcovered, at length, and forced to quit this 
unavailing Refuge, He climbs the flippery Bank: 
Unable to fly any longer, He ftands at bay agarnft 
an aged Willow. Stands, all faint with Toil, and 
fobbing with Anguilh. The Crouds that gather 
round Him, with* mercilefs and outrageous Trans¬ 
port, triumph in his Mifery. A Multitude of 
blood-thirfty Throats, joined with the fonorous 
Horn, ring his Funeral Knell.—The Tears, till 
this fatal Inftant unknown, gufh from liis languifli- 
ing Eyes, and roll down his reeking Cheeks. He 
calls one more Look on the Woods, the Lawns* 
the pleafing Scenes of his former Delights. Adieu ! 
Along Adieu to thefe! He now expe&s his Mur* 
derers; and prepares, as his laft poor Confolation* 
to fell his Life as dear as poffible. 

At this moll critical Juncture, the royal Sportfmatt 
comes up. He fees the diftreffed Creature; and, a$ 
foon as he fees. He pities. The Clemency, which 
attends the Throne, accompanies even the Diver- - 
lions of Majefty. He iffues the high Command. 
The prohibitory Signal is given. The Pack, though 
eager for Blood, are checked in a Moment. And 
not checked only, but called off* from the Prey. 

Difaji- 

• Called off, I apprehend, is too flat, Tire iff would 
have been more expreffive. And this would have re¬ 
minded Us of a moll beautiful Metaphor, ufed by the 
lacked Hiliorian; when He defcribes, or rather paints* 
the Procedure of David, in the Cave, 1 Sam. xxiv. 7. 

t .Men urged Him, afld with great Vehemence, to 
Saul} fincc Providence had delivered that implacable 

Perfecutor 
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bifappointed and growling, they retire; and leave 
the intended Vi&im of their Fury to enjoy his Li¬ 
berty, his Safety, and his Eafe again. 

I have now followed the Stag, till I have tired 
your Patience. Why did you fuffer me to run on, 
at this extravagant Rate? You know I am, on 
thefe favourite Topics, an everlafting Talker. 

Afp. Why this Apology, Theron? I am fure You 
did not fee my mouth yawn, or my Head nod, 
while You was purfuing your Subject. Befides, I 
intend to make Reprifals, and put your Attention 
to the fame Trial. 

Thus the Stri&nefs of the Law purfues the Soul; 
diflodges it from every Refuge of Lies; and never 
remits its terrifying Menaces, till the poor Delin¬ 
quent ceafes from Self-confidence, and fixes on 
CHRIST for his whole Salvation*. 

The Man, perhaps, is awakened into a ferious 
Concern for his eternal State. In confequence of 

Vox.. II. C which, 

Perfecutor into his Hand. Our Tranflation fays. He 
broke them. Whereas the Original fays. He tore them off, 
eager and impatient as they were; and retained them 
from murdering the helplefs King.*—It feems to be an 
Allufion to the above-mentioned Pra&ice of Huntfmen; 
who tear off the ravenous Pack, and with-hold them from 
devouring the fallen Prey.—It is the fame Word, which 
exprelfes the Aftion of Samp/on ; when He rent afunder 
the young Lion, and tore Him Limb from Limb. ffDttf'. 
See Judg. xiv. 6. 

* Lex Hominem urget, donee is ad C H RIS T U M con- 
fugit. Turn ip/a dicit ; A/ylum es nadus j define Te perfe- 
qui ; /apis, falvus es. JB e n c b l . That is j the Law urges 
and purfues the Sinner, till He flies for Refugtf to J£- 
SUS CBR 1 ST. Then the Law {peaks to this Rffcft ; 
“ You are entered into the Strong-bold, and I rc aifttbo 
“ Purfuit; my Demands are fatisfied, and mT’Cuy&s 
“ filenced. You are wtfej You are fafe; You arc 
" hajgsy.** 
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which, He relinquifhes his profane and iniquitous 
Practices. Breaks the Sabbath, and defrauds bis 
Neighbour no more.—But the Law quickly repre- 
fents, and in a glaring Light, that a negative Obe¬ 
dience is by no means fufficient. 

Upon this, He betakes himfelf to a Courfe of 
pojitive Holinefs. Gets acquainted with religious 
People, and performs religious Duties. Prays in fe- 
cref, and attends Public Ordinances. Confcientioufly 
obferves the LORD’S Day, and regulates his Be¬ 
haviour by the Rule of GOD’s Commandments. 
Now, He is ready to congratulate Himfelf on his 
remarkable and hopeful Reformation. 

Soon he perceives, that all his Proficiency is but 
Skin-deep: a mere outfide V arnifh: which has not 
penetrated the inner Man. He begins, therefore, to 
watch over the Motions, and bewail the Evils of his 
Heart. He labours to fubdue Pride, and curb Paf- 
fion} to purge out filthy Lufts, and to banifh fpiri- ' 
tual Wickednefs. Notwithftanding all his Vigi¬ 
lance, Confcience flies in his Face, either for the 
Neglefl of fome Virtue, or the CommilEon of fome 
Sin. The Law rings in his Ear that terrible De¬ 
nunciation ; “ Curfed is He, that performeth not 
tf all Things.” 

Struck by this Conviftion, his Wounds bleed 
afrefh. He is obliged to feek fome new Balm for his 
Sore. In order to appeafe an offended G OEJ, and 
atone for his finful Relapfes, He makes many for- 
rowful Confeifions; poflibly, fubnrits to voluntary 
Sufferings. He denies Himfelf, and beftows libe¬ 
rally on the Poor. Hp fighs deeply, and mourns 
bitterly.—But can Waters that are muddy, eleartfe 
the Garment that is filthy? Wflt Thou firtlsfy, O 
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vain Man, wilt Thou fatisfy for one Sin, by com¬ 
mitting anotheP? In thefe penitential Exercifes, 
were thy Thoughts Iteadily devout ? In tbofe Adis 
of Beneficence, were thy Affediions truly charita¬ 
ble? And did both proceed from a pure undefiled 
Heart? If not, fuch fanfied Reparations of paft 
Faults, only aggravate the heavy Score. 

What (hall He do? He cannot pay. To beg He 
is alhamed. Fain would He enter into Life, yet 
not be too much indebted to Grace. He attempts 
therefore to compound with Heaven. He binds Him- 
felf by folemn Vows, perhaps by facramcntal En¬ 
gagements, to ufe greater Circumfpe&ion for the 
future. Then turns his Eye to the divine MEDI¬ 
ATOR; not with a View of relying wholly on his 
ftighteoufnefs; but only to obtain fuch a Supply, 
as may make up the Deficiencies of his own.—Some¬ 
what like this was the Miftake of the Galatian Con¬ 
verts; againft which St. Paul, in his Epiftle to that 
People, fo folidly difputes, and fo fharply inveighs*. 
Alluring them, that if they add to their RE¬ 
DEEMER’S Death and Obedience, any other 
Requifite whatfoever, in the Matter of Acceptance 
With GOD, CHR IS TJhall profit them nothing. 

For a while, He holds fall his purpofed Integrity. 
At length, falling fhort, evidently if not fcanda- 
loufly fhort, in executing his Part, a ftartling 
C 2 ' Voice 

• Sharply indeed 1 For, inllead of faluting them, un¬ 
der the honourable Title of Saints, and.Faithful in 
CHRIST JES US ; He ftigmatizes thenrwith that fe- 
vere Appellation, Qfadi/h Galatians !—Andas to their 
rJarar* w bich was a Departure from J unification by 
CHRIST alone. He ftytes it, not merely an Error, but 
an Error of the moft mifchievous and horrid Kind —an 
Infatuation, a Bewitcimy, T* •Cmtxkm. Gal. in* i. 
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Voice founds in his Ear, that dreadful Alarm; 
“ Curfed is He that contimetb not in all Things.” 
An impartial Confcience interprets the Voice; and 
undeniably proves, that whoever commits the leaft 
Sin, or fails in any Point, does not continue in all 
Things. His Heart finks with Difcouragement, 
and all his Refolutions hang their enfeebled Heads. 
He has tried every Method, that He can devife; 
and has found every Method ineffectual. A }1 hrs 
Expedients are a Spider’s Web; and his Hope 19 , 
as the Giving up of the Ghoft *. 

His Soul, purfued by the Law, and hunted by. 
Terror, -if^rought to the Gates of Death, or the 
very Brink of Defpair. And now the PRINCE 
of Peace, now the LORD our Righteoufnefs, 
appears for his Refcue. Now is accomplifhed that 
gracious Declaration; O Ifrael , thou haji dejlroyed 
thyfelf, but hflUe^k thy Help f.—Driven from every 
falfe Refuge, and drawn by the bleffed SPIRIT, 
He comes weary and heavy laden to CHRIST. 
Convinced of the Sin of his Nature, the Sin of his 

Life, 

* St. Paul expreiles all this in his ufual Manner; that 
is, very soncifely, yet very forcibly. Gal. iii. 23. 
topi* iQjipu/Mia CuJiuxXefo-fUvoi n; vtft win». We were kept 
under the Law, put ut unto Faith. He compares the Law, 
its Demands and jfff'Curfes, to a Garrifon or Pri/on. 
The Walls fo ftrdhg, that it is impoffible to make a Breach 
in them; fohigh, that it is equally impoffible to over, 
leap them. ' Let the confined Captive, turn which Way 
He wilLshake whatever Attempt He can, there appears 
ho HdJ*..of a Releafe; nay, there remains no Poffioiiity 
of E Ga^e.' ’Until the bleffed REDEEMER, by his 
Qbe 4 fcace and Death, open a Door of Deliverance. 
This Door Faith Difcerns; through this Door Faith con. 
/dufts the Sinner; and thus tranfmits Him into Light 
‘{had Liberty. 

f Hof. xiii. 5. 
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Life, and the Sin of his belt Duties, He renounce* 
Himfelf in every View. This is a 11 his Salvation, 
and all his Defite, that He may win CHRIST, 
and be found in Him. Did that poor afflifted Wo¬ 
man fay. If I may but touch his Garment, I jhall ht 
whole? With equal Ardour does this enlightened 
Sinner cry; “ If I may but have Fellowlhip with 
« the glorious IMMANUEL, in his Merits 
.« and in his Spirit, I am alive from the Dead; I 
“ am happy for ever.” 

Having feen a Glimpfe of the REDEEMER 
and his tranfcendent Excellency; having received a 
Tafte from the inexhauftible Fulnefs of his Grace; 
O ! how He longs for brighter Manifeftations ! How 
He thirds after more plentiful Draughts!— Whom¬ 
ever comes to CHRIST, Jhall in no wife be cajl out. 
He that awakens thefe ardent Defires, in his due 
Time gives the defired Bleffings. After various 
Conflicts, the poor ungodly Wretch believes*. He 
believes, that the SON of the MOST HIGH 
died in his Stead, and wa»« obedient for his Juftifi- 
cation. Believes, that all the Riches of the adored 
MEDIATOR’S Life and Death arc for Sinners 
p—for the woift of Sinners—for Him f. 

By 


• Rom. iv. 5. 

+ See this Work of Grace, and Procedure of Con* 
verfion, more copiously difplayed, in a valuable little 
Piece intitled. Human Nature in its fourfold State, by Mr. 
Thomas Boston, page 227.— Which, in my Opinion, 
is ope of our beft Books for common Readers. The Sen¬ 
tences are (hort, and the Companions Unking. The 
Language is eafy, and the Doftrine evangelical. The 
Method proper, the Plan comprehenfivc, the Manner 
fearching, convincing, yet confolatory.—If another cele* 
Jnated preatjfe is ilyled, The whole Duty of Mmi I would 
C 3 caR 
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By this Faith, receiving CHRIST and his Be¬ 
nefits, his Heart is purified; his Heart is quickened. 
He abhors every evil Way, and is fitted for every 
good Work.—Though Temptations aflault Him, 
He derives Strength from his SAVIOUR ; refills 
the Devil j and is faithful unto Death.—Though 
Corruptions defile Him, He flies to the Fountain 
vpenedfor Uncleanmfs *; makes daily, hourly Appli¬ 
cation of the Blood cf Sprinkling; and goes on his 
Way, rejoicing in GOD his SAV IOUR. 

Ther. Your Difcourfe puts me in mind of Abfa- 
lom's Procedure, when Joab refufed to make Him 
a Vifit, The Prince ordered his Servants to fet on 
fire the General’s Handing Corn f. This Strata¬ 
gem had its intended Effedt. The Apprchenfion of 
Danger drove Him, when the refpectful Invitation 
would not lead Him, to a perfonal Interview. Yon 
feem to fuppofe, that the Law was made fo perfect 
and fo rigorous, with fome fuch Defign. A De¬ 
fign, to lay Us under a NeceJJity, of renouncing our 
own Works, and flying to the Atonement of 
CHRIST. 

Jfp. With fuch a Defign it was delivered on Si¬ 
nai. And for this Opinion, I have a far better Au¬ 
thority, than my own Suppofition. We are af- 
fured by unerring Wifdom, That CHRIST is the 
End of the Law%. It points invariably to Him. 
It terminates wholly in Him. And then obtains its 
principal Purpofe, when Sinners are brought to 

their 

call this. The Whole «/" Man. As it comprifes—-what 
He was by Creation—what He it by Tranfgreffion— 
what He fhould be through Grace—and then what He 
will it in Glory. 

* Zech. xiii. i. f 2 Sam. xiv. 30. J Rom. x. 4. 
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their Divine REDEEMER, for Righteoufnefs. 
Then, there is no Occafion for a Mitigation of the 
Law; for an Abatement of its Demands, or a Mo¬ 
deration of its Curfe. Becaufe, We have that in 
CHRIST , which fulfils its Demands and exhaufts 
its Curfe; which maintains its Honour, yet jufti- 
fies its Tranfgreffor. 

The Law hath concluded all Mankind under Sin*, 
Hath drawn, as it were, a Net of Guilt and Ven¬ 
geance round the whole World. Yet not with an 
Intention, that any fliould be difeouraged now, or 
perilh for ever: but that every One may fee his 
inexpreflible Need, of a SAVIOUR’S Death, 
and of a SAVIOUR’S Obedience+. That, 

being 


f Gal. iii. 22. C l ■»«**«»«• —The facred Original is 
fomewhat more compreheniive than Afpa/so’s Interpreta¬ 
tion. It is not maHai, but wa»T<*. Which denotes Things, 
as well as Perfons; And implies, that nothing We have, 
nothing We do, is free from Sin ; till the Merits of 
C HR IS T intervene, and the Blood of C HRISThp 
fprinkled. 

+ Witjivs , fpeaking of the Law delivered at Sinai, 
fays; Facia eji ijta Foederis Ope rum Commemoratio, ad If- 
raelitas Peccatcrum Id Miferia face convincendos, ex feipjis 
expeliendos, de NeceJJitaie Satisfaiiionis edoccndos, IS ad 
CHRISTUM compellendos : IS Jic infervit Feeders Gratite . 

Animadver. Iren. p. 99. 

The Nature and Dejign of the Law were, I think, em¬ 
blematically taught, by the CircumAances attending its 
Delivery. —The Mountain, not to be trodden by an y Is¬ 
raelite, or touched by any Beaft, on pain of Death—The 
Voice of Thunder, and the Glare of Lightning—The 
Sound of the Trumpet, and the Clouds of Smoke—The 
vaft Range of Hills and Rocks, trembling to their Cen¬ 
ter—Six'hundred thoufajnd Men (truck with inexpreflible 
Conftetnation—And Mofet, even Mofes himfelf, the Fa¬ 
vourite of Heaven, terrified exceedingly—All thefe in - 
C 4 dicated, 
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being thus prepared, both to value and receive fo 
precious a Bleffing, the Promife of Jufiiftcation by 
Faith in JESUS CHRIST maybe given •—freely 
given to them that believe. 

Let Us advert to this grand Aim of the Law. 
Then, We {hall fee Goodnefs, unqueftionable and 
fovereign Goodnefs, in forming its Conftitution fa 
fublimely perfett, and making its Threatenings fq 
inflexibly fcverc. Exclufive of this wholefome Seve¬ 
rity, We fhould fupinely difefteem, perhaps, wan¬ 
tonly reject, the, Grace of the Gofpel.— The prodi¬ 
gal Son would never have returned to his Father, in 
that humble, fubmiflive, fupplicating Pofture; if 
He had not found his Circumftances utterly ruined, 
an 4 -felt Himfelf perifliing with Hunger, no more 
would the conceited Sons of Adam, difclaim all-Pre¬ 
tence to any Merit of their own; and, with th? 
Halter * of Self-condemnation about their Necks, 
fall down at the Feet of a merciful REDEEMER; 
if they were not inlligated by the {harp Goad, or 
rather driven by the flaming Sword of the Law. 

Then 


dicated the righteous, the rigorous, and the an:ful Import 
of “ The Word fpokcn.” 

Nor was the EJfeQof thefe aftonifhing Incidents, with, 
put a fpiritual Meaning. The People durft not adven- 
tore upon a perfonal Approach, but had recourfe to a 
Mediator. They requeued, that Mofes might interpofe; 
and tranfaft Affairs, between the terrible JEHOVAH, 
and the guilty Congregation.—Such an Imprefiion, the 
Purity and the Rigour of the Law, {houid make o.n our 
Hearts: fhould drive Us from Self toaSAVlOUR; 
deter Us from confiding in the Rigbteoufnefs of Works, 
•and urge Us to feek the Righteoufnefs of free Grace. 

* Alluding to thofe remarkable Words of Benhadad't 
^Servants; Let Us put Sackcloth upon our Loins, and Rope? 
upon our Heads, and go out to meet the King of 1 /ratl ; 
per adventure He willfavt thy Life x i Kings xx, jt. 



DIALOGUE IX. 4t 

Ther. Has the Law then nothing to do with our 
Temper and Converfation ? Is it no longer to be 
confidered as a Syftem of Duties ? No longer to be 
regarded as a Rule of Life ? 

Afp. When it has forced the Lines of Self-righte- 
oufnefs, and driven Us to JESUS CHRIST 
(that only Citadel of Safety!) for Acceptance and 
Salvation ; then it ferves as a Rule for our Conduct. 
Then it (hews Us, like a Friend and a Guide, how 
to order our Converfation, and adorn our Profef- 
fion; howto glorify GOD, and exprefs our Gra¬ 
titude to CHRIST. But, till it has accomplithed 
the fore-mentioned End, it thunders Vengeance; 
it flalhes Terror; it is, as Mofes fpeaks, a Jiery 
Law*. 

And is it, my dear Theron , a fiery Law ? What 
then {hall We do, without that meritorious Obe¬ 
dience of the REDEEMER; which is, to the 
guilty Soul, as the Cold of Snow in the Time of Har- 
vejl\. —Is it a Law, which worketh Wrath? Then 
Jet it endear to our Affe&ions that ineftimably pre- 
pious Gofpel, which preachcth Peace by JESUS 
CIIR IS T. —Is it the Minijlration of Condemnation || ? 
O! let it quicken our Flight to that All-gracious 
SURETY, who was condemned at Pilate’s. Bar, 
that we may be acquitted at GOD’s Tribunal. 

To 

* Fiery Law, Deut. xxxiii. 2. I dare not affirm, that 
this is the exa£t Import of the Original, nor do I pre- 
fume to determine the precife Signification of a Phrafe, 
fo remarkably difficult. But as this is our received Ver- 
fion ; as it fuggefts a very ufeful Truth : and a Truth, 
which, in the prefent Age, is peculiarly needful to be 
inculcated; I am inclined to acquiefce in the common 
Rendering. 

+ Prov. xxv. 13. { A£ls x. 36. 

ili. 13. 


|| 2 Cor. 
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To all this agrees our celebrated Milton. Whofe 
Divinity on this Subject at lead, is as faultlefs, as 
his Poetry is matchiefs. You will give me Leave 
to quote a few of his beautiful Lines. Which re. 
capitulates , as it were, the whole preceding Con- 
verfation: and, while they recapitulate the Con- 
verfation, confirm the Do&rine. This will make 
you Lome Amends, for my late tedious Harangue. 
This will tip the Lead with Gold. 

So Law appears imperfeSl ; and but giv’n 
With Purpofe to refign them , in full Time , 
to a better Cav'nant ; difciplind 
From jhadowy Types to Truth ; from Flejh to Spirit j 
From Impofition of Jlridl Laws , to free 
Acceptance of large Grace ; from fervile Fear, 

T» filial j Works of Law , to Works of Faith *. 

• Book XII. 300. 


0 I A- 



DIALOGUE X. 


A S P A S I 0 . 

A GAIN, Theron! Muft we never lay slide 
the Weapons of Controverfy?—You put 
me in mind of the refolute Athenian i 
who, having fought with diftinguifhed Bravery o» 
the Field of Marathon , purfued the vanquifhed Per- 
fians to their Fleet. At that .very Inftant, a Galley 
full of the Enemies Troops, was putting off to Sea. 
Determined, if poffible, to prevent their Efcape, 
He laid hold on the Veflel with his Right-hand. 
Which was no faoner fixed, than chopped off by the 
Sailors. The Warrior, not at all difcouraged, feized 
it with his Left. When that alfo was cut away. He 
fattened his Teeth in its Side; and never quitted his 
Gripe, till He refigned his Breath*. 

Tber. 

* The Athenian'% Name was Cynagyrus. The Author, 
who relates this extraordinary Story, is Juftin. If the 
Reader ftiould think it a Rhodortwntade, 1 believe, He 
.will not judge amifs. And I promife myfelf, the fame 
good Senfe will enable Him to diftinguifh, between what 
is hinted by way of Plca/antry, ana what is urged by 
Way of Argument. 
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Ther. I have been reconfidering the Cafe of im* 
fitted Righteoufnefs ; and am by no means fatisfied, 
as to the Propriety of the Phrafe, or the Truth of 
the DoCtrine; efpecially, in the Senfe which You 
efpoufe.—Objections arife, more fubftantial and 
weighty, than any that have hitherto been urged. 
And which, if I miftake not, You will find it a 
more difficult Talk to anfwer. 

Afp. I mult do my belt. And if my belt At¬ 
tempts prove unfuccefsful, I fhall fay with the gal¬ 
lant Jpbicrates , when overpowered by the Eloquence 
of his Antagonift; “ My Adveifary is the better 
“ ACtor, but mine is the better Play.” 

I fay better —For to You, Theron , I will freely 
own, what to another Perfon I fhould not be fo 
forward to difclofe; That I receive no Comfort, 
but from the habitual Belief, and daily Application 
of this precious DoCtrine.—Whenever I read the 
moft correCl and elaborate Writings, which pro¬ 
ceed in the contrary Strain, I feel my Spirits heavy; 
I find my ProfpeCts gloomy; and not one Ray of 
Confolation gleams upon my Mind. Whereas, 
much meaner Compofitions, which breathe the Sa¬ 
vour of this evangelical UnCtion, feldom fail to 
quicken my Hopes; to brighten my Views ; and 
put into my Mouth that pioufly alert Profeffion of 
the Pfalmift, I will r;tn the Way of thy Commandments , 
now Thou hajl fet my Heart at liberty *. —Though I 
am far from laying any confukrable Strefs upon this 
Obfervation; farther fiill from advancing it into 
the Place of an Argument; yet I may be permitted 
to mention it, in the Confidence and Familiarity 
of Friendship, 

Then 

* Pfal. cxix. 32. 
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Ther. An Opinion delivered with fo much Mo- 
defty, and fo nearly conne&ed with my Afpafio'* 
Comfort, has doubtlefs a Claim to my ferious At¬ 
tention. Otherwife, it might poffibly provoke my 
Raillery. For, You muft know, I am no great 
Admirer of inward Feelings. I cannot think them 
a very folid Method of demonftrating your Point. 
It muft be inforced by better Reafons, if you would 
gain it Accefs to my Heart. 

We muft place. You fay, a Dependence upon 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST, in all that 
He has done and fuffered. What HE has done and 
fuffered, You add, is our only juftifying Righteouf- 
nefs: and, to place our Dependence on it, is the 
only Way to receive Pardon of Sins; the only Way 
to inherit eternal Life. 

Afp. I have faid it, Theron, and I abide by it. 
This being the Righteoufnefs of GOD, is— 

Ther. Give me Leave, before You proceed far¬ 
ther, to propofe a Query. Does the Righteoufnefs 
of G O D fignify the adtive and paffive Obedience 
of CHRIST? 

Afp . Righteoufnefs is a Conformity to the Law, 
in Heart, and in Life. As the SON of GOD 
voluntarily made Himfelf fubjedt to the Law; per¬ 
fectly fulfilled its Precepts; and fuffered to the ut- 
moft its Penalty; this, I ihould imagine, furnifhes 
Us with the trueji and noble /1 Signification of tht 
P-hrafe. 

Ther. What, If I or Others Ihould imagine quite 
the Reverfe ? 

Afp. I thank my Friend for his Admonition. It 
is indeed taking too much upon me, to fuppofe, 
that nay bare Imagination Oiould pafs for Orthodoxy 

and 
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and Truth.—But is there nothing weighty in the 
Reafon, which I have allcdged 1 Was there no 
Righteoufnefs in our LORD’S mail free Submit 
lion to the Commands of the Law, apd in his per* 
levering Performance of all holy Duties ? Was there 
no Righteoufnefs in the confummate Excellency of 
his Nature, his Temper, his Converfation ? No 
Righteoufnefs in the matchlefs Perfection of his 
Acting, his Abftaining *, his Suffering ? Nay ; 
was not this Obedience, in the mod plain and full 
Senfe of the Expreffion, The Righteoufnefs of GOD? 
Did it not, in every Senfe of the Expreffion, and 
in every View of the SubjeCt, anfwer the exalted 
Character ? Being, as a mafterly Critic explains 
the Phrafe, “ A Righteoufnefs devifed by GOD 
“ the FATHER, from all Eternity; wrought 
“ out by GOD the SON, in the Perfon of 
« JESUS CHRIST, applied by GOD the 
“ HOLY GHOST, to the Sinner’s Soul.” 

Tier. This DoCtrine of yours, if I rightly un* 
derftand it, would make Remiffion of Sins but one 
half of our Juftification; and fomething elfe ne* 
ceffary, in order to Life eternal. Which is juft as 
rational, as to fuppofe. That though one Caufe may 
expel Darknefs, another muft fupervene, in order 
to introduce Light. 

Afp. The Nature of Juftification, and the Nature 
of Condemnation, are two Oppojites , which will 
mutually illuftrate each other.—What is implied in 
tide Condemnation of a Sinner ? He forfeits eternal 
Life, and is doomed to eternal Death.—What is 

included 

* Alluding to the Summary of moral Duties, given 
Vs by EpiSehu, in that well-known Adagy, Ampo* 


3 
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Included in the Juftification of a Sinner ? It fuper- 
fedes his Obligation to Punifhment, and inveft* 
Him with a Title to Happinefs. Both which are 
procured by CHRIST’S Mediation in our Be¬ 
half ; and both take place, when we are united to 
that Diyine HEAD.—We fuppofe, therefore, a 
Difference between the Benefits ; but have no No¬ 
tion of deriving them from two different Sources. 
We afcribe them both to one and the fame All— 
fufficient-Caufe, JESUS CHRIST the righteous. 

Your Comparifon, though intended to overthrow, 
I think, fully eftablifhes the Sentiment.—When 
yonder bright Orb makes his firft Appearance in the 
Eaft, what Effefls are produced ? The Shades of 
Night are difperfed, and the Light of Day is dif- 
fufed.—-To what are they owing ? Each to a fepa- 
rate, or both to the fame Origin ? Every one’s Ex¬ 
perience will anfwer the Queftion. Thus, when 
the Author of Salvation is manifefted in the Soul, 
He brings at once Pardon and Acceptance. Both 
which conftitute the Healing * of the Nations; 
and both feem neceffary to complete the Blefiing o£ 
Juftification. 

To illuftrate this Point, We will fuppofe Adam w 
continuing in Innocence, and perfevering in Obe¬ 
dience. We will fuppofe Him come to the laft 
Period of his Abode on Earth; appearihg before 
thp supreme Judo e, as a Candidate for eternal 
Life. How would his Sentence run? « Thou 
“ haft been a Rebel; but infinite Mercy forgives 
* Thee.” Would it not rather proceed in this 
Manner ? K Thou art perfectly righteous; Thou 
“ haft beeq comjpletely obedient; therefore, infi- 

“ nite 


* Mai. iv, a. 
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“ nite Fidelity rewards Thee*” Now, how co'Uld 
CHRIST bruife the Serpent’s Head ! How remedy 
the direful Effects of the Fall, and reftore the Hap- 
pinefs loft by Adam ; if He did not both take away 
our Guilt, and put Us in Pofleflion of a perfect 
Righteoufnefs ? 

Ther. This, I know, is the fine-fpun Theory of 
your fyftematic Divines. But where is their War~ 
rant from Scripture? By what Authority do they 
introduce fuch fubtle Diftin&ions ? 

Afp. I cannot think the Diftimftion fo fubtle, or 
the Theory fo finely fpun. To be releafed from the 
damnatory Sentence, is one Thing ; to be treated 
as a righteous Perfon, is evidently another.— Abfa- 
lom was pardoned, when He received a Permiffion 
to remove from Gejhur, and dwell at fferufalem . 
But this was very different from the Recommence* 
ment of filial Intercourfe, and parental Endear¬ 
ment *. A Rebel may be exempted from the capi¬ 
tal Punifhment, which his traiterous Praaices de- 
ferve; without being rejlored to the Dignity of his 
former State, or the Rights of a loyal Subjea. In 
Chrlftianity likewife, to be freed from the Charge 
of Guilt, and to be regarded as righteous Perfons, 
are two feveral Bleffings ; really diftina in them- 
felves, often diftinguifhed in Scripture, though al¬ 
ways included in the very Effence of Juftification. 

Tber. Where are they diftinguifhed ? In what 
Texts of Scripture ? This is what I called for—- 
your fcriptural Warrant. 

Afp. What think You of Job’s Reply to his cen- 
forious Friends? GOD forbid, that I fbould juftify 

You. 


• z Sam. xiv. 24. 
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You * ! That he forgave them, there is no Doubt. 
Yet he could not juftify them: could not allow their 
Reflections to be equitable, or their Behaviour cha¬ 
ritable. 

What think you of Solomon 's Supplication ? Then 
hear Thou in Heaven , and do, and judge thy Servants ; 
condemning the Wicked, to bring his Way upon his 
Head •, and juftifing the Righteous, to give Him ac¬ 
cording to his Righteoufnejs f. To condemn, in this 
Pafiage, evidently fignines to pronounce guilty, and 
obnoxious to Punilhment. By Parity of Reafon, to 
jujlify muft denote to pronounce righteous, and iq? 
titled to Happinefs. 

What fays Solomon's Father ? Enter not Into judg¬ 
ment with thy Servant, 0 LORD! For in thy 
Sight, Jhall no Man living be juftified%. A Man 
might be pardoned, if judged according to the Te- 
nour of his own Obedience. But no Man could 
■be declared righteous , in confequence of fuch a Tryalj 
this, before the fupreme Tribunal, were abfolutely 
and univerfally impoflible. 

From all which Paflages I conclude; That, to 
be accounted righteous, is different from, is fupe- 
rior to, die bare Remiffipn of Sin. Is as our 
Church expreffes it, Of unjuft to be made juft before 
GOD. 

Vol. II. P fher. 

* Job xxvii. 5. Fts juftos in Catuiveftra adverfusme 
pronumiem. Schui,? - . See the Word *p>ixp Jfai, ), 
Bengelius has, with his ufttal Solidity and Corrpftnefi, 
explained the Meaning of hitumoOeu. EJi aufem $ignifi- 
coitus ills valdeprtcgnans ; ut yuan lute /«rr/Peccatum am 
Reatii VUio, tarn late ex adverfo patent Juftitia. Dt, 
fiotftpi omne id, yuo Homo fit, judicetur, fjf dicat ur juflqs. 

t 1 Kings viii. ij. I Pfali cxliii. a. See idfo 
fftl. U. 6 . kieb.ftib, . 
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Ther. All thefe Inftances are feleCted from the 
Oii Teftament. The New, if I miftake not, fpeaks 
another Language. Confider the Cafe of the peni¬ 
tent Publican. What does He requeft ? G OD be 
merciful to me a Sinner ! What does He obtain ? He 
went down to his Houfe jufiified*. If then the Pe¬ 
tition and the Grant may be deemed correfpondent, 
Pardon and Juftification muft be reckoned equiva¬ 
lent. 

Afp. The Old and the New Teftament are, in 
their Style and Contents, exaCtly correfpondent. 
Echo t in yonder Cloyfters, does not more punctually 
reverberate the Speaker’s Voice, than thofe divine 
Books harmonize with each other. 

It will not follow, from the Publican’s Requeft 
and the Publican's Bleffing, That Pardon and Jufti¬ 
fication are the fame. Only, That G O D’s Bounty 
frequently exceeds our Prayers, and is larger than 
our Expectations. Or, that the Bleffing which 
was implored, and the Bleffing which was vouch- 
fafed, are infeparably connected, and always ac¬ 
company each other. 

, That they are not the fame, will appear from an 
Inftance recorded in the New Teftament. The In- 
ftance I mean, of CHRIST and Bar abbas. —Of 
Barabbas the Judge might properly fay ; “ He is a 
w notorious MalefaCtor. But I acquit Him. I 
** releafe Him.” This is Pardon.—Of CHRIST 
(jie Judge actually faid; I find no Fault at all in 
Him . To which the Centurion added; Certainly 
this was a righteous Man. This is Juftification. 

. What I am afferting, will more evidently appear, 
from that gracious Proclamation, made by the fa- 

cred 


* Luke xviii. 13, 14. 
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cred Herald ; Be it known unto You, Men and Bre¬ 
thren, that through this Man is preached unto You the 
Forgivenefs of Sinsand by Him, all that believe , 
are justified from all Things. Did the captive 
Grecians leap for Joy, did they rend the very Air 
with their Shouts ? When the Cryer, by Coin* 
mand of the Roman General, proclaimed Liberty 
—-wilhed-for Liberty to them all ? And fhall not 
our Hearts fpring with Tranfport and Gratitude, 
when We hear this Meflage of Mercy from the 
|Ambaflador of Heaven ! Let Us dwell upon it, a 
Moment. It may drop Balm on our Confidences, 
while it yields Argument for our Difpute. 

“ Through this SAVIOUR, by his Order and 
“ in his Name, I propofe to your Acceptance the 
“ free, the full, the abfolute Forgivenefs of all 
** your Sins. By which You fhall be difcharged 
“ from Guilt; delivered from Punifhment; and 
** refcued from all the dreadful Confequences of 
“ your Iniquities.”—Ineftimable Grant! Yet, in 
the laft Claufe, it proceeds to a Patent of Honour. 
—“ Through this JESUS, who is both GOD 
“ and Man, who was dead and is alive for ever- 
“ more, all that believe are justified. TheVer- 
“ diet-runs in their Favour. They are pronounced 
** righteous in open Court. Juilice itfelf declares, 
“ They are without Spot and blamelefs 

Then If this be Jollification, it is a high Privi¬ 
lege indeed. Too high, methinks, for finful Man 
to expe&. 

Afp. It is too high, infinitely too high, for fin¬ 
ful Man to attain by any Obedience of his own. 
But not too high for the Righteoufnefs of pHR 1 ST 
to procure, nor for the Grace of GOD to confer. 

Da 4 —I 



52 DIALOGUE X. 

—I appeal to yourfelf, whether this is not the cuf- 
tomary and obvious Signification of the Word. 
When a Criminal has been found guilty, but is 
freed from Punifhment, We may fay of fuch a 
One, “ He is pardoned}” We never fay, “ He 
is juftified.” Then only a Perfon is juftified, 
when his Righteoufnefs is made clear as the Light. 

This the very Genius of our Language implies, 
and with this the DoCtrine of the Apoftle accords. 
St. Paul mentions A Juftification of Life. Not barely 
an Exemption from the Sentence of Death; but 
fuch a Juftification, as gives a Title * to the Re¬ 
ward of Life. The Words are very emphatical. 
We fhall injure the Dignity of their Meaning, if 
We underftand them in a more contracted Senfe.— 
Towards the Clofe of the fame Chapter, We have 
another Paflage, rich with Confolation, and full 
to our Purpofe. Grace reignetb through Righteoufnefs 
unto eternal Life Here, is pointed out the prime 
Source of all our Bleffings, infinitely free and tri¬ 
umphant Grace ; The meritorious Caufe, not any 
Works of Man, not any Qualifications of our own, 
but the perfect Righteoufnefs of our LORD JE¬ 
SUS CHRIST: The Effeft or End, of all; which 

is, 

Rom. v. 18. AiKMiwri; eft Declaratio divina ilia, 
qua Peccator, Mortis reus, Vita adjudicator, idque Jure. 
Bescel. This I take to be the precjfe Meaning of 
Juftification. Pardon is founded upon Clemency in the 
Judge: Juftification upon Righteoufnefs in the Party ar- 
raigned. Where there is any, though it be but the leaft 
Fault, an upright earthly Judge cannot juitify. Much 
lefs will the infinitely righteous Judge of Quick and 
Dead. But Sinners having, in the Obedience of 
CHRIST, a mo ft ptrftQ Righteoufhefs, are juftified, 
idque jure, and that on Principles of Equity., 

f Rom. v. 2i. 
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isj not barely an Abfolution from Guilt, but an 
Inftatement in Life; a Life of holy Communion 
with GOD in this World, to be crowned with 
an eternal Fruition of Him in another. 

Accordingly, eternal Life is called The Hope , 
not of Forgivenefs, but of Righteoufnefs *. And it 
is bellowed, not barely becaufe of Abfolution, but 
lecaufe tf Rigbteoufnefs f-—I think, therefore. We 
have very fufficient Reafon to diftinguiih. between 
the Pardon which delivers from Hell, and the Righ- 
teoufnefs which intitles to Heaven. The former does 
by no means conftitute the latter; but is connected 
with it, as a Link in the fame Chain; or included 
in it, as Part of the- fame Whole—that important 
and glorious Whole, Justification! Which, 
to every poor Sinner, who knows his undone Con¬ 
dition, mull be incomparably more valuable, than 
ten thoufand Worlds. 

Ther. Admitting your Diftindlion to be proper $ 
Is not the Death of CHRIST fufficient of itfelf 
to obtain, both our full Pardon, and our final 
Happinefs ? 

Afp. Since my Friend has ftarted the Queftion, 

I may venture, with all Reverence to the divine 
Counfels, to anfwer in the Negative: it being ne- 
cefl'ary, that the REDEEMER of Men fhould 
obey, as well as fuffer, in their Stead.—For this 
We have the Teftimony of our Church; “ It had 
“ not been enough to be delivered by his Death 
“ from Sin, except by his Refurredlion We had 
“ been endowed with Righteoufnefs.”—For this 
We have the Authority of our LORD; This 
D 3 Command - 

* Gal. v. 5, f Rom. viii. 10. 
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Commandment , fays He, have I received of my FA¬ 
THER, that 1 Jhould lay down my Life*. Thus it 
becometb Us, adds He in another Place, to fulfil all 
Righteoufnefs ^ .—To all which his Apoftle fubjoins; 
that, if We reign in Life , it muft be, not only 
through thofe Sufferings which expiate, but alfo 
through that Righteoufnefs % which merits. 

Tber. Our LORD’S Teftimony relates only to 
a pofitive Inftitution, and is quite foreign to your 
Purpofe.—I have often been difgufted at fuch ftrained 
Applications of Scripture. The Partisans of a Syf- 
tem wreft the facrcd Book. They deal with divine 
Truth, as the Tyrant Procrujles ferved thofe un¬ 
happy Creatures, who fell into his mercilefs Hands. 
Is a Text too Ihort, to fuit their Defign ? Our Pro- 
crujlean Expofitors can ftretch it on the Rack, and 
lengthen its Senfe, Is it too full, to confift with 
their Scheme ? They can lop off a Limb, fecrete a 
Sentence, or contract the Meaning.—Is this to re¬ 
verence the great G OD ? Is this to treat refpect- 
fully his holy Word ? 

Afp. I have been grieved, I affure You, and dif¬ 
gufted at this Practice, as well as Yourfelf. A 
Practice, not only very irreverent, but very inju¬ 
dicious alfo. It really prejudices the Caufe, it 
would unfairly recommend. Such a Support is 
like a broken Tooth , or a Foot out of joint | ; not 
only unferviceable, but hurtful; an Obftrudtion, 
rather than a Furtherance.—However, I am not 
confcious of committing any V iolence on this Paf- 
fege, or of forcing it into my Service. The Cir- 
cumftance Yoh objedl, rather ftrengthens, than 

invalidates 

• Johnx. 18. f Matt. iii. 15. J Roth. v. 17. 
il Prov. xxv, 19. I 
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invalidates the Conclufion. If it was fo requifite 
for our blefied MEDIATOR, to obferve a pofi- 
the and temporary Inftitution; how much more 
neceffary, to fulfil thofe moral Precepts, whofe 
Obligation is unalterable and everlafting ? At his 
Baptilin, He obferved the former; as a Token or 
Earneft, that through his whole Life, He would 
fulfil the latter*. 

Bcfides; it fhould be confidered. Whether 
CIIR lST’s Sufferings were a complete Satisfac¬ 
tion to the Law ? Complete they were, with regard 
to the Penalty , not with regard to the Precept. A 
DiftinCtion obvious and weighty. From whence 
arilcs the following Argument; which, for once. 
You will allow me to propofe in the logical Form. 

By what alone the Law was not fatisfied; by that 
alone Sinners could not be juftified : 

By CHRIST’S Sufferings alone, the Law was 
not fatisfied: 

Therefore, by CHRIST’ s Sufferings alone. 
Sinners could not be juftified. 

But when We join the .a&ive with the paflive 
Obedience of our LORD; when We add to 
both, the perfect Sandtity of his Nature; how does 
our Juftification ftand firm, in the fullejl Senfe of 
the Word! We have all that the Law demands, 
both for our Exemption from the Curfe, and as a 
Title to the Bleffing. 

Ther. Does not the Scripture afcribe the Whole 
of our Salvation to the Death of CHRIST? De¬ 
livering it, as a never to be forgotten Maxim in 
D 4 Chrif- 

# n*<r*. iuuuaervm, Omnet Ju(Hit* Partes, atqne adeo 
hanc quoqqe, caeterarum majorum Arrhabonem. 

Ben cel. 
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Ghriftianitj> j That We have Redemption through hit 
Blood *: are brought near through the Blood of 
GHRlSTf: nay, that We are jujlified (the very 

Point under Debate) through his Blood % _Would 

the infpired Writer have affigned thefe various Blef- 
ftngs td this one Caufe 5 if it had been a Price in¬ 
adequate to the Purchafe, or a Means inefficient 
to accomplifh the End ? 

Jjp. This Part of our LORD’S meritorious 
Humiliation* is* by a very ufual Figure, put for the 
Whole. The Death of CHRIST includes, not 
only bis Sufferings, but his Obedience. The Shed¬ 
ding of his precious Blood, was at onfce the grand ' 
Inftance of his Suffering* and the finifhing Aft of 
his Obedience. In this View it is confider-ed* and 
thus it is interpreted, by his own Atnbaflador. Who* 
fpeaking of his Divine MASTER, fays. He was 
obedient Unto Deaths even the Death of the Crofs ||. 

By the fame Figure, Faith is fometitnes faid to 
be * lively influential Pcrfuafion, That CHRIS! 
died for our Sins §. At other Times, it is repre- 
fonted as a firm praftical Belief, That G OD hath 
raifed Him from the Dead q. Neither of which can, 
without the utmoft Contrariety to the Analogy of 
Scripture, be taken in the exclufiue Senfe. Each Aft 
it]uft be underftood, not feparately* but jointly* 

Each 

f Eph. i. 7. f Epji. ii. 1 j. J Rom. v. 9. 

J 1 Phil. ii. 8. The Original is ^XP Sandhi ufque ad. 
Not only ./* Death, but through his whole Lift, even 
uht'o Death. That fame Principle of Duty tt> GOD, 
which influenced our S AVIOU R’s Life, carried Him 
ion to the jaft and greateft Aft of Obedience, his volan* 
t ary Subtnidion to Death. 

‘f 1 Cor. kv. 3, 


% Rom. k. j; 
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Each, as implying both, or reciprocally inferring 
one another. 

In like manner, when the Scripture afcribes out 
Juftification to the Death of CHRIST ; We are 
not to think, that it would fet a fide, but imply his 
Obedience. It is not becaufe his a&ive Obedience 
'has no Concern, in procuring the Bleffing ; hut be¬ 
caufe his bitter Paffion was the moft confpicuous, 
and the completing Stage of his ever-glorious Un¬ 
dertaking. Then, and not till then. He could truly 
fay; FATHER, I have finijbed the Work , Thou 
gavejl me to do *. 

Ther. According to your Account then, it {hould 
be poflible for a Man to have all his Sins pardoned* 
yet not-attain to complete Juftification. Which is as 
contrary to found Senfe, and true Divinity, as to 
imagine, that Crookednefs may be removed, and 
the Object not become ftraight. 

Afp. No, Theron. I only apprehend, that Par¬ 
don does by no means exhatift the whole Nature of 
Juftification. For which I have a better Warrant 
than my own Apprehenfion. He was delivered, fat 
our Sifts, and roj'e again for our JuJlification . “ O 

“ moft comfortable Word, faith our Church, ever* 
“ more to be borne in Remembrance! He died to 
“ put away Sin, this is one Part of JuJlification \ 
“ He rofe again to endow Us with Righteouf- 
M nefs This is the other Part. 

According to my Account, it is impoflible* that 
the active and pafiive Obedience of our RE¬ 
DEEMER {hould be disjoined. To whomib* 
ever the one is imputed, from Him the other is not 

with- 

* John xvii. 4, 

f For this, and the preceding QuotatiOfc, fee 
Homily on the Refisrre&iony 
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with held. They were undivided in CHR 1ST the 
illuflrious Head; and they are undivided in their 
Application to his myftical Body, As CHRIST 
in fufFering obeyed, and in obeying fuftcred; fo, 
whoever receives CHRIST as an Atonement, 
receives Him alio as a Righteoufnefs. 

This has been obferved before; and if this be real 
Fafl, what an inrjiimahly precious Gift, is the Gift 
of CHR 1ST! Never was the moil fovereign Re¬ 
medy, fo admirably fuited to any Malady, as this 
is adapted to our ncceifitous and miferable State. 
In HIM may We be found, living and dying ! How 
fafe, how happy then !—Let me not weary your 
Patience, if I repeat a Pa flage from our excellent 
Dr. Light fact. Which, though artlefs and remark¬ 
ably Ample, has very much a fretted my Mind; 
and, I hope, will leave fome valuable Jmpref- 
fion on my Friend’s. “ Juftifieation, fays that 
** judicious Divine, is a Man’s being intcrefted 
“ in all CHRIST’S Righteoufnefs. And if any 
“ Thing is to be h nged for, fure that is, to be in- 
“ terefled in all CHR IST’s Righteoufnefs.” 

Ther. You don’t weary my Patience; neither do 
You fatisfy my Doubts. For You take no notice 
of the Avfurdity objected, and the Comparifon which 
enforces it. 

Afp. Your Comparifon, my dear Friend, is not 
founded on a parallel Cafe. Neither Senfe, nor Phi- 
lofophy find a Medium, between the Removal of 
Crookednefs, and the Succefiion of Straightnefs. But 
Reafon difeerns an apparent, and Revelation main¬ 
tains an important Difference, between the Pardon 
of Sin, and a Title to Life. This has already been 
proved from Scripture; and is, to me at leaft, evi- 
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dent from the very Nature of Things. If a King, 
in favour of fome condemned Malefadtor, revoke 
the Sentence of Death; this is one very con- 
fiderable A& of Clemency. But if He pleafes to 
make the pardoned Criminal, a Partaker of his 
Kingdom, or an Heir of his Crown; this furely 
is a new, and a much higher Inftance of royal 
Bounty. 

Since You infift upon a Similitude, the Word of 
GOD, which always fpeaks with confummate Pro¬ 
priety, will furnifh us with one. Zechariah illus¬ 
trates the Doctrine of Juftification. He reprefents 
the Sinner by a Perfon arrayed in filthy Garments. 
His Pardon is defcribed by taking away this fordid. 
Apparel. By which Benefit, He ceafes to be defiled 
yet is He not hereby cloathed ; yet is He not hereby 
juftified. This is an additional Blefling; fignified 
by putting on Change of Raiment*, and wearing' 
beautiful Robes.—Here, the Circumftances tally. 
The two conftituent Parts of Juftification, are fe~ 
verally difplayed, and ftrongly marked. Here We 
have the Removal of Filth, and the Acceffion of 
Beauty; that which frees Us from being abhorred, 
and that which renders Us accepted. Which, though 
diftinguifhable in themfelves, and diftinguiihed by 
the facred Writer, are always united in the divine 
Donation. 

After all, I readily acknowledge, that the Cle¬ 
mency of an earthly Sovereign, the Proceedings of 
an earthly Tribunal, or the Generality of an earthly 
Benefadtor, are but partial and inadequate Repre- 
fentations of this wonderful Affair. Becaufe, in 
the Cafe of juftifying a Sinner, all is abfolutely 

free, 

• Zech. iii. 3, 4, 5. 
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free, yet all is ftriflly due: ahfolutefy free , with re* 
4 pe& to unworthy Man: ftriSly due, with regard 
to the Merits of CHR IS T, 

Then Due u CHRIST— This Notion, I fup- 
pofe, is founded upon a Covenant, a chimerical Co* 
▼enant, that CHRIST would take upon Him the 
Obedience required from Man, of which there is 
sot the leaft Intimation in holy Scripture. 

Jlfp. That CHRIST undertook every Thing 
seceiTary, to redeem loft Sinners from Death and 
Hell; every Thing neceflary, to procure for at¬ 
tainted Rebels a Title to Life ahd Glory; this can¬ 
not be reckoned chimerical. This muft be as real, 
as that loft Sinners are redeemed, or attainted Re¬ 
bels re {lore d. Every Proof of the one, proves and 
eftabliflies the other. This is what We call a Co¬ 
venant ; and, from its benign Nature, The Co- 
tenant oP Grace. 

Without undertaking this, I fee not how our 
LORD could fuftain the Character of a SURE- 
TY; nor, without fulfilling it, how he could exe¬ 
cute the Office of a REDEEMER.—And I be¬ 
lieve, You yourfelf will be at a lofs to fhew, with 
what Kind of Juftice the Eternal FATHER could 
hy* our Iniquities on the innocent JESUS, un- 
lefs He had cenfented to be anfwerable for our Guilt. 

Ther. This is no Anfwer to my Objection. I faid 
•r-and it has been aflerted by a very eminent and 
able Pen—that there is no Intimation of any fuch 
Covenant in the whole Scriptures, 

JJp. What then can be the meaning of tbofe 
remarkable Words, in the Prophecy of Zecbariah ? 

Tbt 


t Jfa. liii. 6 . 
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The Counfel tf Peace Jhall he between them hath*. 
Here, I think, the Covenant is mentioned, and the 
Parties are fpecified.— 71 * Couifelef Peace , if I mifi* 

take 

• Zecb. vi. 12, 13. Thefe two Verfes contain a brief, 
but very fine Description of the REDEEMER; of his 
Perfon, his Office, and his Glory; together with the 
ail-gracious Caufe, and ever-bleffed Fruit of our Re¬ 
demption. 

His Perfon: He is the Man; or, as the Hebrew im¬ 
ports, the real, but at the fame Time, the illufrious Man. 
—Wboft Name is the BRA NC H ; being the new Origin 
of a new Race; the Father of a fpirituai Seed, who are 
Children, not of the Flelh, but of the Promife.—A 
Branch that ihall fpring, not from a common Root, 
not from any human Planting, but vnnno front under 
Himftlf-, being born of a pure Virgin, and by the Power 
of his own SPIRIT, He ihall be both Stock and Stem 
to Himfelf. 

His Ojfice: It is to build the Temple, the Church of the 
Eleft; which is the Houfe of the living GOD. In 
which He dwells, and by Whom He is worihipped. 
Laying the Foundation of this fpirituai Edifice in his 
Crofs, and cementing it with his Blood.—Which He 
Jhall rule as a fing, after having redeemed it as a Pricfl ; 
uniting the faoerdotal Cenfer with the regal Diadem, and 
being a Priejl upon his Throne. Hence proceeds his Glory ; 
For, He Jlands not, like other Priefts, offering daily the 
fame Oblations; but having, by one Sacrifice, obtained 
eternal Redemption for Us, is fct down at the Right- 
hand of the M A J E S T V on High. 

What is the Caufe of thefe great Events ? What, but 
that moft facred and auguft Convention, the Council of 
Peace f Which wa$ fettled between them both ; between 
the LORD JEHOVAH on one Hand, and the 
Man whofe Name is the BRANCH on the other.- 
Called a Council, from the entire Confent, which actuated 
each Party; and the tranfcendant Wifdom, difplayed in 
the whole Scheme.—The Council of Peace, becaufe of 
its fovereign Efficacy, to make Peace with an offended 
GOD, Peace in the accufing Confcience, Peace among 
- People of jarring Tempers and difcordaat Principles. * 
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take not, fignifies the myfterious and unfearchable 
Contrivance, formed for the Recovery of ruined 
Man.—Formed and carried into Execution, by the 
LORD Almighty, or GOD the FATHER; 
and that illuftrious Perfon, who is to build the Tem¬ 
plet an d b‘ ar the Glory. A Character, which None 
can claim; a Talk, to which None is equal; but 
the blefled JESUS only. 

In Pfalm the xlth, the Conditions of the Covenant 
are circumftantially recorded. Which were the 
Incarnation, Obedience, and Death of the eternal 
SON: A Body baft Thou prepared me. Lo ! I come 
to do thy Will ; and to offer one Sacrifice for Sin 
The Accomplijhmcnt of thefe Conditions, is alledged 
and pleaded by our great MEDIATOR, in the 
Introduction to his laft folemn Prayer f. What 
He implores, in the Procefs of his Supplications, 
may be looked upon as the Recompence%, decreed 
Him by the FATHER, and ftipulated in this 
magnificent Treaty.— Implores , did I fay? ’Tis very 
obfervable, that our LORD makes a Demand, ra¬ 
ther than a Requcft. The Expreilion is not igoflu, 
but U. A Word of Authority, not of Suppli¬ 
cation. He claims what, by the FATHER’S 
Engagement, and by his own Obedience, was be¬ 
come his unqueftionable Right. 

Here are the Parties of the Covenant; the Condi¬ 
tions of the Covenant; the Performance of the Co¬ 
venant ; and the Reward, which, by virtue of fuch 

Per- 

* Heb. x. 5, 12. t John xvii. 

{ This Recompence is fpeciiied and promifed, in ano¬ 
ther authentic Copy of the fame grand Treaty, regiftered 
Ifai. xlix. l—6. 
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Performance, is merited, is claimable, is due. All 
this, I fttould imagine, amounts to. an Intimation , and 
fomewhat more than an Intimation of the Covenant. 

Ther. This You call the Covenant of Grace: But 
if We are juflified by CHRIST'S fufilling of the 
Law, We are juftified by Works. So that, before 
You can ftrike out fuch a Way of Salvation, You 
mu ft contrail}tl Yourfelf: And, what is more adven¬ 
turous, You muft abolifli that fundamental Princi¬ 
ple of the Gofpel; By the Works of the Law , Jhall 
no Flejh be jujiifecl. 

Jfp. We are, I grant it, juftified by Works. But 
whofe? The Works of CHRIST, not our own. 
—This is very far from contradicting Ourfclves; 
equally far is it from abolifhing, what You call a 
“ Principle,of the Gofpel.” Which, though an 
undeniable Truth, is not an evangelical Do&rine. 
Becaufe, it only fhews Us our miferable State, and 
the utter Impoffibility of relieving Ourfelves. 
Whereas, nothing is genuine Gofpel *, but what 
fpeaks Comfort, and adminifters Recovery. 

Between the Covenant of Works, and the Cove¬ 
nant of Grace, this, I apprehend, is the Difference. 
In the former, Man was to obtain eternal Life by 
his perfonal Obedience. By the latter, the Obe¬ 
dience of his Surety is accepted, inftead of his own. 
The Righteoufnefs required by both, is not finctre, 
but complete ; not proportioned to the Abilities of 
fallen Man, but to the Purity of the Law, and the 
Majefty of the LAWGIVER.—By this Means, 

the 

• The Go/pel, precifely confidered, and as it ftands in 
Contradiftindion to the Lu’ui, is the Dodrine of Pardon 
and Life through JE SUS CHRIST; through his Satif- 
fadion and Rtghteoufnefs, freely prefented to loft Sin* 
ners, and freely to be applied for their Salvation. 



DIALOGUE X, 


<4 

the Glory of GOD as an awful Sovereign, and 
the Glory of his Law as an inviolable Syflem, are 
entirely preferred and illuftrioufly difplayed. The 
Salvation of Sinners, neither clalhes with the Truth, 
nor interferes with the Juftice of the Supreme LE- 
GISLATOR. On the contrary, it becomes a 
faithful and juft * Procedure of the moft High GOD, 
to juftify Him that believeth an JESUS. 

Thar. When You make this Difference between 
the two Covenants, where is your Authority from 
Scripture ? Which of the facred Writers have taught 
Us, that, though one demanded perfonal, the other 
is content with vicarious Obedience ? * 

Jfp. Which? The firji Three. The moft emi¬ 
nent Hiftorian; the moft enraptured Poet; and the 
moft zealous Preacher. I need not inform You, 
that I mean, Mofes, David , and Paul. 

The Teftimony of David has already been recited. 
—Mcfes gives Us a concife, but very inftru&ive Ac¬ 
count of die fecond Covenant. With Whom, accord¬ 
ing to his Reprefentation, was it made ? Not with 
Adam, or any of his Pofterity, but with the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, in the Room and Stead of 
both. None of the Articles are propofed to a poor, 
impotent, ruined Creature. It is not a Law of 
Commandments, but a free Promife only, that 
muft afford Relief in a fallen State. Therefore the 
whole Burden is configned over to the interpofing 
SAVIOUR, fignificantly defcribed by the Seed 
ef the Woman. It is not faid, “ Thy beft Endea- 
M vours ,’0 Adam , thy true Repentance and ftncere 
« Obedience, {hall retrieve this fatal Mifcarriagej 
« but, the Seed of the Wotnan ftiall bruije the $efpen(i 


t x Johp j. 9. 
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« Head*. The SON of the MOST HIGH, 
“ by taking thy Nature, fubmitting to thy Obli- 
« gations, and fuffeting Death for thy Sins, HE, 
“ even H E (hall fully repair thy Lofs.” 

CHRIST, We fee, undertook to execute the 
Conditions. CHRIST was our Reprefentative in 
this great Tranfadion. For which Reafon He is 
ftyled by St. Paul, the fecond Man f, and the Surety 
of a better Covenant %.—Our Help being laid upon 
ONE, that is fo mighty; upon ONE, that is fo 
faithful; the Covenant is faid to be. In all Things 
well ordered andfure |(. Admirably well ordered in¬ 
deed, for the Comfort of the Chrijlian, and the Se¬ 
curity of his Salvation.—“ 'Tis true, may He ar- 
“ gue, I cannot fulfil the Conditions; and ’tis 
“ equally true, that no fuch Thing is required at 
“ my Hands. The LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
“ of his adorably rich Goodnefs, has performed all 
“ that was conditional §; and lias eftablilhed, for 
“ me and for his People, a valid Title to die Pro- 
mi fes §, the Privileges, and— 

Ther. 

• Gen. iii. 15. f 1 Cor. xv. 48. J Heb. 
vii. 22. ' || 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

§ Wit fins, in (lead of reprefenting the Covenant of Grace 
as a chimerical Thing, molt affectionately and charmingly 
difpl.iys its Excellency; Si quicquam ergo attentiffima Can - 
fderatione tlignum cenjtri debeat, fane id ¥endue Gratis eft. 
Hie V r a oftenditur ad meliorem terreflri Paradifum, & ad cer- 
tiorem Jtabitioremque Falicitatem , ea qua Adamue excidit. 
Hie nova Spes perditis Mortalibus allucet, qua to gratior ejjbs. 
debit, quo inexfpeQatior ob-venit. Hie Condi lionet offtrtmtur, 
quibue aterna Salus anntxa eft ; Conditioner non a Nobis rur» 
Jus praft anda, quod Animum defpondersfactrtt; fed ab E O, 
qui Vitd non txeedet, antequam vert ducerit, Confumnra- 
tum eft. De Oecon. Lib. 11 . Cap. i. 

It Therefore the Apollle ufes this remartcable Expref- 
nbn. Covenants of Promift, Eph. ii. it.-—Covenants, in 
Vot. II. E the 
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Ther. “ has thereby releafed me from all Obliga- 
“ tion to practical Duty.”—Farewel then to our 
own Obedience. No more Occafion for any Ho- 
linefs of Life. Nay; the Sluice is opened for an 
Inundation of Ungodlinefs.—Pine Divinity truly! 
Should I not rather fay ? Downright Antinomianifm ! 

Afp. No, my Friend: C H R1 ST came not to de- 
Jiroy the Law , but to fulfil*. He has fulfilled it, to 
the uttermoft, in his own Perfon. He has alfo 
merited for Us; thofe Supplies of the SPIRIT, 
which alone can enable weak corrupt Creatures, to 
yield acceptable Obedience.—Though our LORD 
JESUS died, and was obedient for the Ungodly ; 
though He always finds Us ungodly, when He juf- 
tifies Us; yet He never leaves his People in this 
abominable State. On the contrary; He teaches 
them, and by this very Grace of free Juflification, 
to deny all Ungodlinefs and worldly Lujls f. 

Pray, let Us confider the Tenour of this Cove¬ 
nant; fince You are fo very apprehenfive of its 
Confequences.—“ I will put my Laws into their 
“ Minds, and on their Hearts will 1 write them%. 
“ They fhall difcern fuch a Beauty and Glory in 
“ my Precepts, as will engage their Defires, and 
“ win their Affections. So that it fhall no longer 
** be their Burden, but their Delight , even their 

“ Meat 

the p’ural Number. Becaufe, adminiftered at fundry 
Times, and manifefted in diverfe Manners. Though 
the Suhftance of each was one and the fame, nrmely 
CHRIST. —Covenants, not of mutual Contrail, but 
of ahfolute Grace-, becaufe the Bleflings were not pro- 
pofed on the Foot of obligatory Conditions, but by 
Way of free Grant, or unconditional Promife. I will be 
the 1 * GOD; they Jhall be my People.. Jer. xxxi, 33. 

, *■ Matt. v. 17. f Tit. ii. 12. J; Heb. viii. 10,* 
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“ Meat and Drink, to do the Will of their F A- 
« THER in Heaven.”—This, You will own, 
is practical Duty, in its raoft perfect Form. And 
this is one Benefit of the Covenant; one of the Pri¬ 
vileges, purchafed by our great MEDIATOR. 
Now it feems wondrous ftrange, that the Purchafe 
of an Eftate for You or me, fhould be reckoned the 
fure Means, to deprive Us of the Pofleffion, or de¬ 
bar Us from the Enjoyment. 

. How often is this weak Surmife urged as an Ar¬ 
gument? All whofe Plaufibility is owing, to a 
palpable Miftake, or an egregious Fallacy: to a 
fuppofed Separation of Things, which are abfo- 
lutely infeparable; I mean, our Juftification and 
our Sanctification*.—You are a Philofopher, The¬ 
rein. Try, if You can feparate Gravity from the 
Stone, or Heat from the Fire. If thefe Bodies and 
their ejjential Properties, if thefe iCaufes and their 
neccjfary EffeCts, are indilTolubly connected; fo are 
a genuine Faith, and a confeientious Obedience. 
To fuppofe them difunited, is as contrary to found 
Divinity; as it would be contrary to true Philofo- 
phy, if You fhould talk of a burning Subftance 
that has no Warmth, or of a folid Subftance that 
has no Weight.—Never therefore, my dear Friend, 
repeat this ftale Objection; never propagate this 
E 2 un- 

t 

* See 1/ai. xlv. 24. 1 Cor. i. 30. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Where 
thefe Bleftings walk Hand in Hand ; and never ’were, 
never ’will, never can be parted. No more, chan the 
delicious Scents, can be feparated from the beautiful 
Bloom, of the Rofe or Carnation. Let the Flower be 
expanded, and the Fragrance tranfpires. Let Juitifica- 
Uon take Place, and, under a Senfe of this delightful 
Privilege, the Heart is purified; the Life is rectified; 
the whole Man fanftified. 
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ungrounded * Clamour; nor adopt a Cavil, which 
is altogether as unphilolbphical, as it is anti-evan¬ 
gelical. 

Ther. 

* This puts me in mind of what Theodoras replied to 
Pbilocles ; who was often infinuating, that He preached 
licentious Doftrine; becaufe He enlarged, with peculiar 
Affiduity, upon Faith in JESUS CHRIST; and fre¬ 
quently chofe fuch Texts as. Believe in the LORD 
JE S US, and Thou Jhall be faved. 

“ I preach Salvation by JESUS CHRIST; and 
“ give me Leave to alk. Whether You know, what Sal- 
“ vation by CHRIST means?”— Pbilocles paufed. He 
began to blulh; would have eluded the Queftion, and 
declined an Anfwer.—“ No, faid Theodores: You mutt 
“ permit me to infill upon a Reply. Becaufe, if it be a 
“ right one, it will juftify me and my Conduft: if it be 
“ a wrong one, it will prove, that You blame You know 
“ not what; and have more Reafon to inform yourfelf, 
“ than to cenfure others.” 

This difconcerted Him Hill more. Upon which Theo¬ 
dores proceeded. “ Salvation by CHR 1 ST means, not 
“ only a Deliverance from the Guilt, but alfo from the 
“ Power of Sin ; the latter effdted by Means of the for- 
“ mer. HE gave Himjelf for Us, that, having refcued 
“ Us from the Damnation of Hell, and reftored Us to 
“ the Hope of Heaven, He might, by the Faith or be- 
** lieving Enjoyment of thefe Bleflings, redeem Us from 
“ all Iniquity.'’—" Go now, Pbilocles, and tell the 
“ World, that by teaching thefe Dodtrines, I promote 
" the Caufeof Licentioufnefs. And You will be juft as 
“ rational, juft as candid, juft as true, as if You ftiould 
“ affirm ; That, when your Houfe was in Flames, the 
“ Firemen, by playing the Engine, and pouring in Wa- 
“ ter, burnt the Building to the Ground, and laid your 
“ Furniture in Allies.” 

The fame may be faid of thofe Writers, who to de¬ 
preciate the Truth as it is in JESUS, and to difcredit 
the great Duty of a Sinner, talk of “ a prefump- 
“ tuous inadlive Reliance on the Blood and Merits of 
“ CHRIST '.” Which is mere Inconfiftency. Made 
up of incompatible Ideas.—A pretended or hypocritical 

Reliance 
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Ther. We digrefs from the Point. My principal 
Obje&ion is not fatisfied. 1 was obferving that, ac- 
cording to your Manner of ftating the Affair, Salva¬ 
tion is no longer free, but founded upon Works.— 
They are the Works of the Law, though CHRIST 
performs them. To maintain, that We are juftified 
by thefe Works, is to confound the Difference be¬ 
tween the Law and theGofpel. 

Aft. Though We (hould admit your Premifes, 
We cannot acquiefce in your Conclufion. The fame 
Righteoufnefs, by which we are juftified, is both 
legal and evangelical. Legal, in refpcdt to CHRIST, 
who was made under the Law, that He might obey 
all its Commands. Evangelical, in refpedf to Us, 
who work not Ourfelves, but believe in the great 
FULFILLER of all Righteoufnefs.—This is 
much of the fame Nature, with that other momen¬ 
tous Diftin&ion in Divinity; Salvation is freely 
given, yet dearly bought. Freely given, with regard 
to Us; dearly bought, with regard to CHRIST. 
So, We are juftified by Works, if You look for¬ 
ward to our SURETY: We are juftified without 
Works, if You call a retrofpeSive View on Our¬ 
felves. 

Ther on was revolving thefe Points in his Mind. 
—Aftafio, after a fhort Interval, renewed the Dif- 
courfe.—I know not, whether my Friend is yield¬ 
ing to my Arguments, or fearching after Objec¬ 
tions ; deliberating upon a Capitulation, or muf- 
tering his Forces for a frefh Sally. However, let 
E 3 me 

Reliance there may be. But, whenever Reliance is real, 
it cannot be pre/umptuous, becaufe it has G O D’s Word 
for its Warrant; it will not be inaitive, fines it is a 
Connection with CHRIST the living Head. 
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me take this Opportunity of dropping a Hint, and 
fuggefting a Caution. 

The grand Reafon, which inclines fome People 
to reject this comfortable Doctrine, lies concealed, 
if not in anabfoiute Difbelief of our LORD’S eter¬ 
nal Glory and GODHEAD, yet in unfettled 
Apprehenfions of it, or an habitual Inattention to 
it.—If our SAVIOUR was not really GOD, 
as fome Writers, unhappily miftaken themfelves, 
endeavour to perfuade the World; it would be a 
reafonable Practice, and entirely confiftent with their 
Scheme, to difavow the Imputation of his Righteouf- 
nefs. Becaufe, upon fuch a Suppofition, his Obe¬ 
dience was no more than bounden Duty; in which 
there could not be the leaft Pretence to Merit, and 
which could be profitable to None but Himfelf.— 
Whereas, if We verily believe Him to be the incar¬ 
nate GOD, his Submiffion to the Law becomes an 
Act of voluntary Humiliation. Which Circumftance, 
together with the tranfeendent Dignity of his Perfon, 
render his Obedience, not meritorious only, but in- 
exprefiibly and infinitely meritorious. 

As the Blood of CHRIST is called GOD’s 
own Blood*-, fo the Obedience of CHRIST was 
performed in the Perfon of that adorable ME¬ 
DIATOR, who is GOD over all f He a£ted 
through the whole Courfe of his Life, and fuffered 
Death at the lap, not merely as Man, but as 
GCD-man; as JEHO V AH-JESUS ; IM¬ 
MANUEL.—Let me entreat You to remember, 
ever to remember this all-important Article of our 
Faith. And may the blefled SPIRIT of Wif- 
dtfn give Us an Underflanding, to know the 

weighty, 

. • A£b xx. 28. f Rom. ix. 5. 
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weighty, the extenfive Influence of fo glorious a 
Truth ! 

Ther. Far be it from me, to derogate from the 
Dignity of our SAVIOUR’S Pcrfon, or to de¬ 
preciate the Merits of his mediatorial Office. Place 
them as high, as Words can reach; exalt them as 
far, as Thought can foar; I ftedfaftly believe. You 
will ftill fall fhort, unmeafureably Ihorc, of their real 
Worth.—But this Confideration feems to incrcafe the 
Abfurdity of your Notion. For, if CHRIST ’s 
Righteoufnefs, his very Righteoufnefs be imputed; 
then, the true Believers are altogether as righteous, 
as CHRIST himfelf. Whereas, if You main¬ 
tain, that his Righteoufnefs is imputed only as to 
its Effeitsy You will keep clear of this Rock. 

jffp. This, I apprehend, will be like keeping 
clear of Scyl!a, only to fall foul upon Charybdis. It 
will drive U& upon a Method, which is infufficient, 
unnecdTary, and apparently abfurd.— Infufficient. 
For, in order to Juftification, that muft be imputed, 
which anfwers the Demands of the Law. Now 
nothing can do this, but the Righteoufnefs, the 
very Righteoufnefs of CHRIST. Who, by his 
perfedl Obedience, is the End of the Law for Righ¬ 
teoufnefs. — Unnecijfary. What are the Effects of the 
REDEEMER’S Righteoufnefs? Pardon of Sin, 
and Juftification of our Perfons. When the Righ¬ 
teoufnefs of CHRIST is imputed, We have Par¬ 
don, We have Juftification. Thefe therefore need 
not be imputed, becaufe they are poffeffed} pof- 
feffed, as the never-failing Effe&s of an Intereft in 
the R E D E E M E R’s Righteoufnefs.—Sandtifica- 
tion is another Effector Fruit of CHRIST s Righ¬ 
teoufnefs. But how ft range would it be, to talk 
E 4 of 
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of an imputed Love of GOD! Imputed Purifica¬ 
tion of Heart! Imputed Reformation of Life ! Is 
not all this apparently abfurd? 

You are fixed in Thought, my Friend. That 
Brow, which is generally open and expanded, I 
fee contra&ed almoft into a Frown. Difpleafed, 
perhaps, with the morofe and meagre Bufinefs of 
Argumentation. 

Ther. No, Afpafso. I am not difpleafed; but I 
mull confefs, your Arguments put my Attention a 
little upon the Stretch. 

Afp. Well then ; we will flacken the Cords, and 
relieve your Attention; by giving a familiar and 
comfortable View of this great Tranfa&ion. It is 
reprefented in Scripture, under the Form of a ju¬ 
dicial Procefs. GOD Himfelf is the Judge: in¬ 
conceivably holy to abhor, and inflexibly juft to 
puuifh Sin. A Tribunal is ere&ed, and inferibed 
with this Motto; HE will judge the Secrets of Men , 
and will in no wife clear the Guilty. The Perfons 
fummoned to appear, are Adam and his Children. 
The Accufers are, the Precepts of the Law, the 
V oice of Confcience, and the Tempter of the Bre¬ 
thren, Satan. All thefe advance and urge the 
Charge ; the Charge of Guilt; horrid, aggravated, 
damnable Guilt. The Charge is proved; is evidenced 
by ten thoufand thoufand Fa£ts; is abfolutely un¬ 
deniable. What can the Prifoner do ? He has no¬ 
thing to alledge in his own Defence. He is dumb 
with Convi&ion, and covered with Confufion.— 
Now therefore He expects the Sentence of Condem¬ 
nation, and the Execution of Vengeance. But at 
this Hour of Need, a Refuge is provided by Grace, 
rich and free beyond all Imagination. JESUS 

CHRIST 
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CHRIST the Righteous, becomes an Advocate 
for the fpeechlefs guilty Wretch. IMMA¬ 
NUEL, the Son of GOD, and Son of Man, 
pleads his Caufe. “ Deliver Him from Deftruc- 
“ tion. I am his Surety. I have made a full Atone- 
“ ment; I have brought in a complete Righteouf- 
“ nefs.”—This Plea, coming from a divine and 
infinite Perfon, is allowed to be valid. Coming 
from the Reprcfentative and Surety of the Sinner, 
is admitted on his Behalf. This is Imputation - 
Then follow the Eff.£ts of divine Imputation. A 
Sentence is pronounced in the Sinner’s Favour; ab¬ 
solving Him from ail Guilt; releafing Him from 
all Penalties; declaring Him approved of GOD, 
and entitled to Heaven. This is Junification.—• 
When the Holy SPIRIT convinces the Sinner, 
how much He Hands in need of this Bleffing; 
teaches Him to fee clearly, that it is perfectly free 
for his Acceptance; and enables Him, by Faith 
unfeigned, to apply it unto Himfelf; then He is 
Partaker of the Gift, He is jujiified. Making-con¬ 
tinual Ufe of this unfpeakable Benefit, He knows, 
that He is puffed fiom Death unto Life ; and by 
this Knowledge, He is renewed*, He is fan&ijied. 

This View will, I truft, both relax your At¬ 
tention, and comfort your Heart. 

Thor. I am obliged to You, Jfpafto , for your 
Illuftration. But ftiil the Difficulty remains. To 
illuftrate, is one Thing; to dentonftrate, is ano¬ 
ther. The Light, which {hews me the Colour of 
a Mountain, does not remove it from my Paths. 
If CHRIST’S very Righteoufnefs is imputed to 
Believers, it flill appears to me, that Believers 

mull 


* Col. iii. to. 
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muff be altogether as righteous as CHRIST 
himfelf. 

Afp. Believers are Partakers of that very Righte- 
cufnefs, which renders CHRIST the Delight of 
his Almighty FATHER. They are interefted in 
a fpotlefs and everlajling Righteoufnefs. Nay; they 
are made the Righteoufnefs of GOD in CHRIST. 
—Notwithftanding thefe glorious Privileges, Be¬ 
lievers are far from being altogether as righteous as 
CHR 1ST —unlefs You can fuppofe, that to be the 
Receiver, is in all Refpefts the fame, as to be the 
Author and Finilher—unlefs, to have an imputed 
Righteoufnefs, for our own particular Ufe, be al¬ 
together the fame, as to have a mediatorial Righ¬ 
teoufnefs, for the Juftification of Others—unlefs. 
You efteem it one and the fame Thing, to be made 
righteous Ourfelves by a meritorious Surety, and 
to make Others, even innumerable Millions of Sin¬ 
ners righteous, from our own Stock of Merit.— 
Thefe are Circumlfances, which create a material, 
a marvellous Difference, between the Righteoufnefs 
»f CHRIST and his People. Which yield Room 
for a vafi, for an unmeafurable Pre-eminence of 
bis to theirs. 

Ther. Admitting, that Believers cannot make 
Others righteous; yet, if CHRISTs Obedience 
be accounted their Righteoufnefs, they feem to have 
Do more Need of pardoning Mercy, than CHRIST 
Himfelf. 

Afp. Yes; becaufe, before this Imputation, they 
were funk in Guilt, and dead in Sins. Becaufe, 
after it, they are defective in their Duty, and in 
many Things offend. 
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Ther. Does not this Do&rine render the Inter- 
ceflion of our SAVIOUR fuperfluous? What 
Occafion have they for an Advocate with the F A- 
THER, whofe Righteoufnefs has neither Blemilh 
nor Imperfection ? 

Afp. They ftand in need of an Advocate; fir ft, 
that they may be brought Home to the REPAIRER 
of their Breaches *, and made Partakers of his Righ¬ 
teoufnefs by a real Faith. Next, that their Faith 
may be preferved, notwithftanding all Oppofition, 
ftedfaft and immoveable; or rather may be carried 
on, victorious and triumphant, even to the End. 

Ther. You fay, “ CHR 1 ST performed all that 
“ was conditional j” then He repented for Us, and 
believed for Us. This muft be admitted in Eurfuance 
of your Principles. But this is fo wild a Notion, fo 
contrary to Reafon and Scripture, that to mention it, 
is to refute it. 

Afp. CHRIST performed whatever was required 
by the Covenant of Works, both before it was vio¬ 
lated, and after it had been tranfgrefled. But neither 
Repentance nor Faith were comprehended in this In- 
ftitution. It knew nothing of the one, and it would 
not admit of the Other.—-It was not therefore ne- 
ceffary, neither indeed was it poffible, for our im¬ 
maculate and Divine LORD, to repent of Sin, 
or believe in a SAVIOUR. But He did un- 
fpeakably more. He put away Sin by the Sacrifice of 
Himfelf f j He is Himfelf the SAVIOUR of all 
the Ends of the Earth ; and He has Power to be- 
ftow that blefled SPIRIT, which worketh Faith, 
and produceth Repentance. 

Ther . 


• Ifai. lviii. 12 


t Heb. ix. 26. 
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Ther. However, from what you have advanced, 
this will unavoidably follow; that a Man is to be 
juftified, under the Character of a notorious Tranf- 
greffor of the Law; and juftified under the Charac¬ 
ter of a finlefs Obferver of the Law. And what is 
this, but a glaring Inconfijlcncy ? 

jffp. This is not prccilely the Thing, We mean. 
We maintain indeed, that a Man is juftified, as a 
Tranfgrcffor; for HE jujlifieth the Ungodly . But 
being juftified. He enters upon a new State; He 
acquires a new Chara&er; He is no longer Dark- 
nefs and Guilt, but Righteoufnefs and Light in 
the LORD.-—Neither is this inconfiftent, but 
harmonious; if We take in the two conjlituent Parts 
of Juftification, The Acquittance from Guilt, and 
a Title to Life. The former fuppofcs Us to be 
Tranfgrefl'ors of the Law; and fuch the higheft 
Saints in the World are. The latter requires Us 
to be Fulfillers of the Law; and fuch muft the 
Inheritors of Heaven be.—Much lefs is this incon¬ 
fiftent, if We confider Believers, in their perfonal 
and relative Capacity; as they are in themfelves, 
and as they are in their SURETY. Notorious 
or confefi'ed Tranfgrefl'ors in Themfelves, they 
have a finlefs Obedience in CHRIST. The 
Confcioufnefs of that , will be an everlafting Motive 
to Humility; the Belief of this, an inexhauftible 
Source of Joy. 

All this is no more inconfiftent, than the Union 
of a gloomy Contexture, and a lightfome Splendor, 
in thofe detached Clouds, which float amidft the 
Firmament. In themfelves, they are a louring and 
dark Colle&ion of Vapours; by the Impreflion of 

the 
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the Sun-beams, they are fair and bright as the po¬ 
liced Silver. 

Thsr. After all, the Imputation taught in Scrip¬ 
ture, is not the Imputation of CHRIST 7 s Righ- 
teoufnefs, but of our own Faith. Agreeaby to the 
Apoftle’s exprefs Declaration, Abraham believed GOD , 
and it was imputed to Him for Righteoufnefs *. 

Afp. This Obje&ion admits the Thing in Dif- 
pute, though it controverts the Way and Mariner of 
obtaining it. Admits the NecelEty of fom z a£live y 
pofttive Righteoufnefs, in order to our Julfification. 
In this Particular, I am glad to agree with my The¬ 
rein: and in this Particular, I believe, the Generality 
of ferious People agree with Us both.—•Whenever 
their Confciences are awakened; whenever they 
leek to eftablilh the Hope of eternal Life, they 
conftantly turn their Eyes to fome Righteoufnefs. 
Which, they apprehend, may, either in Whole or 
in Part, anfwer the Demands of JEHOVAH’s 
Law. Some look to their own zealous Reforma¬ 
tion and fencere Obedience. Others call in to their 
Succour Works of Supererogation in this World, 
and the Difcipline of Purgatory in another. My 
Friend would affign this Office to his Faith. 

Ther. Is this a proper Anfwer to my Objection, 
Afpajio? The Text is point-blank againft Your 
Tenet. You do wifely therefore, not to confront, 
but to elude the Evidence. 

Afp. I did not intend it for an Anfwer; only as 
an occafional Obfervation. Which, neverthelefs, has 
a pretty dole Connexion with the Subjed.—Nei¬ 
ther would I ufe fo mean a Subterfuge, as to elude 

an 


• Rom. iv. 3. 



78 DIALOGUE X. 

an Argument, which I could not confute. If my. 
Friend had allowed me Leifure to explain myfelf, 
this fhould have been my Reply.’ 

It is the very Nature of Faith, to .renounce all 
Confidence in any Work, Duty, or Qualification 
of our own. It is the very Nature of Faith, to 
claim itfelf, and to find the Whole of our Juftify- 
ing Righteoufnefs in CHRIST alone. “ Not I, 
“ fays Faith, but the infinite Merit of my LORD.” 
This is moft forcibly demonftrated, and no lefs zea- 
loufly inculcated, in the Epiftle to the Philippians*. 
There the Apoftle interprets Himfelf, and fettles 
the Subject of our prefent Enquiry. There He ex¬ 
prefly declares that the Ground of his own Com¬ 
fort, the Caufe of his own Juftification, was, not 
the Grace of Faith, but the Righteoufnefs which is of 
GOD by Faith. Not the Adt of Believing, but 
that grand and glorious Object of a Sinner’s Be¬ 
lief, The LORD our Righteoufnefs. And why 
ihould We not regard the Narrative of his Expe¬ 
rience, as the very beft Expofition of his Doflxine ? 

Befides; what was that Faith of Abraham, to 
which the Apoftle refers ? And which He propofes, 
as the invariable Model of our Juftification ?—It 
was Faith in the promifed Seed ; even in JESUS 
CHRIST the Righteous f. It was a firm Per- 
fuafion, that this illuftrious PERSON fhould 
fpring from his Loins; fhould be the Author of 
eternal Salvation to Himfelf, and to a Multitude of 
Believers, numberlefs as the Stars of Heaven. 

Accordingly, it is affirmed by the Evangelift, 
That Abraham faw CHRIST’S Day. He fnw his 

meri- 

• Phil. iii. 7, ?, o. f Compare Gen. xv. c. 6. 
with Gal. iii. 16. 3 
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meritorious Obedience; faw it with an Eye of 
Faith; and applying it to his own Soul, rejoiced. 
He rejoiced. You will obferve, not in hi? own 
Faith, but in CHRIST ’s Day. An evident Proo£ 
that his Juftification was efte&ed, not by the for¬ 
mer, but by the latter.—Let Us then tread in the 
Steps of that holy Patriarch ; and we fhall aferibe 
little. We thall aferibe nothing to our Faith ; but all 
to the infinitely excellent Righteoufnefs of our 
REDEEMER. 

Ther. Sure, Afpafto , You will not prefume to 
corredl Infpiration ! The infpired Writer makes no 
mention of a REDEEMER’S Righteoufnefs. 
He fays exprefly and pofitivcly— It, that is, Abra¬ 
ham’s Faith, and not any Thing elfe, was counted 
unto Him for Righteoufnefs. 

Afp. True, Theron ; as thofe Windows are rec¬ 
koned, are counted. The Lights of your Houfe. And 
why? Becaufe they, and not any Thing elfe, il¬ 
luminate? No; but becaufe they afford a Pafiage 
to the illuminating Rays. Through them, the 
firft and beft of Elements, is diffufed into all your 
Habitation.—So JVe are faved by Grace through Faith ; 
by Grace imputing, through Faith accepting, the 
Righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST. Grace is 
the magnificent Source of this nobler Light; Faith 
is the Means of tranfmitting it into all the Facul¬ 
ties of the Soul. 

When our LORD declares to the difeafed Wo¬ 
man, Thy Faith bath made thee whole * : how are We 
to underftand his Words ? That the Patient’s Belief, 
and not the Agency of CHRIST, wrought the 
Cure ? To fuppoie this, would be extremely dero- 

gatorjr 

* Matt. ix. a*. 
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gatory to the Power of our great PHYSICIAN. 
And if We afcribe Juftification to the Aft of Be¬ 
lieving, this will be equally derogatory to the Obe¬ 
dience of our great MEDIATOR. In the for¬ 
mer Cafe, CHRIST and his omnipotent Operation, 
were All in All. In the latter Cafe, CHRIST 
and his infinite Merit, are All in All. In both 
Cafes, Faith is only the Eye to difcern, or the 
Hand to receive, the fovereign Good. 

Ther. I apprehend, the Apoftle means, that 
Abraham's Faith, inftead of his own perfeft Obe¬ 
dience, was admitted as his juftifying Righteouf- 
nefs, and became the Caufe of his Acceptance with 
GOD.* 

Afp. This, I think, cannot be the Meaning. 
Becaufe, Faith is very particularly dijlinguijhed from 
the Rightcoufnefs which is by Faith, which is of 
Faith*. Thefe Forms of Expreffion, put an ap¬ 
parent Difference between the evangelical Faith, 
and the evangelical Rightcoufnefs. Since, what¬ 
ever is by another, and of another, cannot, with¬ 
out the greateft Violence to Reafon and Language, 
be reckoned that other.—If Faith itfelf was the 
Caufe of our Acceptance with GOD, then We 

fhould 

• Rom. ix. 30. Phil. iii. 9. The Apoftles, I believe, 
never make ufe of this Phrafe, virif innut, or 

$m Tt>> wn, but ix rntriui or A* rr,{ vrireac Not for, 
or on Account of our Faith, but by or through Faith. 
Making this Grace, not the procuring Caufe, but only 
the Inftrument of applying, what is procured by Ano¬ 
ther.—Such Language as the former, feems contrary to 
the found Words of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
Yet, if Theron 's Senfe of the Text under Debate were 
admitted, the Do&nne contained in this unfcriptural and 
offendve Style, is the unavoidable Conference. 
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fhould be juftificd, each by fomething of his own *. 
Whereas, it ftands upon Record in the Scriptures ; 
it is an adjudged Point in the Court of Heaven j 
that By 0 A TE Man's Obedience Many Jball be made 
righteous f.—If Faith itfelf was the Caufe erf our 
Acceptance with GOD, then We ihould be juf¬ 
tified by a Righteoufnefs, which is confeffedly im¬ 
perfect. For, who has ever attained to the higheft 
Degree of this Virtue? Or whofe Faith' is not* 
mixed with an Alloy of Unbelief?—In fhort, if 
Faith itfelf was the Matter of our Juftification, I 
fee not how Boafting could be excluded ; how the 
Law could be magnified 5 or what Reafon the Appf- 
tle could have, to account all Things, but the 
Righteoufnefs of CHRIST , meaner than Drofs J. 

Say not, that We prefume to corredt Infpiration. 
We only interpret the infpired Word in an harmo¬ 
nious Conjijlency with itfelf. This Senfe is agree¬ 
able to the prevailing Doctrine, and to the current 
Language of Scripture.—-To the prevailing Doc¬ 
trine ; which is A Believing in HIM, who 
justifieth THE Ungodly. Sift and examine 
this Expreffion Him who juftifieth. You will 
find, that the Work is CHR IST’s ; CHRIST' s 
and no Other' s. The HOLY GHOST affigns 
not the lead Share, not fo much as a Go-efficiency, 
Vol. II. * F to 

* Faith, as an A& or Duty, is properly our own, 
and as fuch it is reprefented in Scripture. O Woman, 
great is thy Faith, Matt, xv, 28. JESUS feeing their 
Faith, Matt. ix. 2. After 1 heard of your Faith, Eph. i. 
15- t Rom. v. 19. 

t Phil, tii, 8. The Original is QxvGa\*— A Word of 
the moft contemptible Meaning; it lignifies the nuorthlcfs 
Scraps, and fordid Offals, which are call to the Dogs. 
The Reader may fee this Paffage more fully explained in 
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to any other imaginable Caufe. Faith therefore, 
if it prefumes to arrogate this exalted Prerogative, 
or if it pretends to the leaft Part in this important 
Bufinefs, is a facrilegious Ufurper.—To the cur¬ 
rent Language ; as when David prays. Purge me 
with HyJ/op and I Jhall be clean *; as when GOD 
is called our Fearf, our HopeJ, our Joy ||. In 
thefe Places, the Inftrument is put for the Agent, 
the Ad for the Object. So, in the Paffage before 
Us, the ASl of Faith is put for the Obje£l of Faith. 
It muft be underftood, not abfolutely, but as fome 
Divines fpeak, objectively, inftrumentally, rela¬ 
tively. 

Ther. In the Name of Wonder, what can You 
mean by this Heap of harfla and obfcure Expref- 
fions! Let me entreat You, Afpajio, to fpeak in 
your own Style, not in the grim Dialed of Aquinas. 
1 have an irreconcilable Averfion to thefe fcholaftic 
Terms. They are the Barbarifms of Divinity. I 
know but one Ufe, they are fitted to ferve; that is, 
to perplex and puzzle a Caufe, You cannot main¬ 
tain. Somewhat like the Liquor, which a certain 
Fifh, when clofely purfued, is faid to emit: by which 
the Water is darkened, and the Foe eluded. 

A/p. 

• Pfal. li. 7. Purge me with Hyjfop ; that is, with the 
Blood of Atonement, fprinkled by the Bunch of Hyffop. 
— T his is one of the moft puny and defpicable Plants. 
It is placed, by Solomon, in the very low eft Clafs of Ve¬ 
getables. Might not the HOLY GHOST intend 
to denote, by this typical Image, the beggarly and in- 
fignificant Nature of Faith, confidered in itfelff Which 
becomes refpedlable and efficacious, only by what it bor¬ 
rows ; only by what it receives. See 1 Kings iv. 33. 
Heb. ix. 19. 

t Gen. xxxi. 42, 53, t Pfal. lxxi. c. Ter. xir. 8. 
|| Pfal. xliii. 4. 

5 
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Afp. This, Tberoriy is the Meaning of our uncouth 
Phrafes: It is not Faith itfelf, which juftifies; but 
that Righteoufnefs, which Faith continually views ; 
which Faith delightfully apprehends ; and on which 
it finally terminates. 

To be plainer {till—We are juftified by Faith, 
in the fame Manner, as We are fed by the Hand, 
or nourifhed by the Mouth. Neither the Hand nor 
the Mouth are the Caufe of our Suftenance, but 
Injlruments only, that of. conveying it, this of re¬ 
ceiving it * ** .—If an Apoflle affirms, W ? arc jujli- 
fied by Faith: Faith itfelf declares. In the LORD 
I have Righteoufnefs. Put thefe Paflages together, 
and You will have the true Senfe of our Dodtrine, 
and the true PoQxine of the Gofpel. 

When Themiflotles fled from the Perfecution of 
his own Countrymen, what recommended Him to 
the Protection of King Admetus? —Not his Name j 
that was obnoxious—Not his Actions; they had 
been hoftile—But the Perfon of the young Prince ; 
whom the diftreffed Refugee caught up in his 
F 2 Arms j 

* Though I am entirely of Theron’s Mind, and can by 
no means admire our fcholajlic Divines, or their logical 
Terras; yet a Remark from Paraus, couched in this 
Style, is fo pertinent to the Purpofe, and fo full an Ex¬ 
plication of the Point, that it would be an Injury to the 
Caufe, not to make it a Part of my Notes. And fome 
Readers, I apprehend, not much acquainted with this 
old-falhinoed hoary Dialeft, may be well enough pleafed 
to view a Specimen: and like it, as they do the Ruft of 
a Medal, merely for its Uncouthnefs and Antiquity. 

" Faith juftifies, fays my Author, not tffeaively, as 
“ working an habitual Righteoufnefs in Us; not mate- 
" rtally, as though it were itfelf the conftituent Caufe 

** of our Juftification ; but it juftifieth objeQi’vely, as it 
“ apprehendeth CHRIST ; and inftrumeutallj, as it 
** applieth his Righteoufnefs.” 
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Arms; and, charged with thefe Credentials, pre- 
fented Himfelf to the royal Parent*.—So, Faith 
recommends to GOD, and juftifies the Soul, not 
lot itfelf, or its own Worth; but on Account of 
what it embraces, what it prefents, and what it 
pleads. 

Ther . Is not this a fanciful Diftin£!ion f, and an 
exceflive Refinement? Has it any Foundation in 
Scripture ? 

Jfp. It is implied in almoft all the Reprefentations 
of CHRIST, and all the Defcriptions of Faith, 
which occur in the facred Writings. 

CHRIST is likened to Cloathing ; and Believers 
are faid to have put on CHRIST%. Now, it 
cannot be the A£t of putting on, that covers our 
Bodies, or keeps them warm ; but the commodious 
Garment, which is wore.—He is compared to Bread: 
I am the Bread of Life |[. Shall we fay ? It is the Act 
of Eating, which ftrengthens the Conftitution, and 
recruits our Spirits. Nofurely; but the Food eaten 
and digefted.— CHRIST was typefied by the City 
of Refuge § j and Sinners, by the obnoxious Man- 

llayer. 

* This, fays Plutarch, was. a Cuftom peculiar to that 
Country; was reckoned the moil folemn Method of fup- 
plicating Favour; and feldom met with a Repulfe.—To 
which I may add. It is a Cuftom which Cbrijlians fhould 
imitate, in all their Addrefles to the GOD and F A- 
THERof our LORD JESUS CHRIST. When 
thus ufed, thus improved, it will never fail of Succefs. 

f Dr. Gill thought it no fanciful Diftin&ion, when 
He fo judicioufly obferved j Faith is an A6i or Duty of 
the Soul, but does not juitify as fuch. It is a Grace of 
the SPIRIT, but does not juftify as fuch. But We 
are juftified by Faith, as it looks to, apprehends, and tm- 
braces CHRIST'S Righteoufnefs for our Junification. 

I Gal. ill. 27. II John vi. 35. j Numb, 
XXXV. 13. 
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flayer. Who, if He fled to one of thofe privileged 
Abodes; and there remained, was fafe. No Profe- 
cution againft Him could be valid : He had nothing 
to fear from the Avenger of Blood. In this Cafe, 
was it the bare A& of Flying, which fcreened the 
Criminal? By no means: this conveyed Him to a 
Place of Security. But the Place itfelf was his Sanc¬ 
tuary, his Afylum, his Safeguard. 

Faith is ftyled, A receiving of CHRIST*: As 
many as received Him , to them gave He Power , to 
them He granted the Privilege, and the high Pre¬ 
rogative, to become the Sons of GOD. The Office 
of Faith is, according to this Definition, not to 
contribute its Quota, much lefs to depofit the whole 
Sum, but to take and ufe the ineflimable Gift.— 
Faith is called, A Looking unto JESUS f; in AI- 
lufion, I fuppofe, to the famous Expedient, pro¬ 
vided for the wounded lfraelites%. Our crucified 


LORD was prefigured, by the brazen Serpent} 
our Guilt, by the Stings of the fiery Serpents} and 
our Faith, by looking to the miraculous Remedy. 
Did the healing Power, I would afk, refide in the 
mere A£t of viewing ? No: but in the Emblem of 


F 3 


* John's, iz. See alfo Rom. v. 17. Where a Critic 
of accurate Judgment, and delicate Tafte (though little 
known in England) makes this Remark on the Word 
X*j*£a»o tiff. Non jujUficat Alius fumtndi, quatenus tjl A3 us ; 
fed illud quod fumitur aut apprehenditur. Benoelius in 
loc.— His Annotations on the New Teftament are com- 
prifed in a fmall Quarto Volume. They prefent the Rea- 
oer with many refined Obfervations, on the Elegancies 
of the Style, and Sublimity of the Do&rines. They are 
a Pattern of the eoncife Manner} they gratify our Appe¬ 
tite, yet keep Us hungry and craving; and, which is 
the crowning Excellency, they all along indicate a Heart 
warm and glowing with the Love of its Suhjedt. 
f Heb. xii. 2. t Numb. xxi. 8. 
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a dying SAVIOUR, elevated on the Pole, and 
ordained for the Recovery of the People. Here all 
the Efficacy was lodged. From hence it was all de¬ 
rived. The A&ion of the Eye, like the Office of 
Faith, was only to fetch hpme, and apply the fana- 
tive Virtue. 

Ther. Suppofe all You advance, to be true; aqd 
all You maintain, to be folid; what is the Advan¬ 
tage of fucjh a Diftin&ion ? 

Jfp. Much. It prcferves, unlharcd and invio¬ 
late, the Honour of GOD our SAVIOUR. 
It eftablifhes, on an immoveable Foundation, the 
Hope and the Comfort of a Chriftian.—-An In- 
ftance, which lately occurred, will explain my 
Meaning. A certain Writer, treating of that tre¬ 
mendous Day, when GOD will arite to adminif- 
ter eternal Judgment; when He will come to he 
avenged of his unfaithful Servants, and to deftroy 
his avowed Enemies; exhorts Us All to labour af¬ 
ter a living Faith—“ which alone, fays He, can 
“ carry Us fafe to the Harbour, amidft the univer- 
‘‘ fal Deluge of Woe, which is going to overflow 
« the Earth.” 

This Exhortation, You fee, afcribes every Thing 
to an A£t of our own; to Man’s Faith, not to the 
REDEEMER’S Righteoufnefs. This, there¬ 
fore, muft greatly difhonour the all-fufficient RE¬ 
DEEMER, and his infinite Merit.—As this A& 
of our own is confefiedly imperfect and changeable, 
it affords but a crazy Bottom, on which to embark 
pur everlafting Interefts. A Confideration, which 
muft damp our Joy, and often fill Us with uneafy 
Sufpicions.—Whereas, let CHRIST be the Vef- 
lel of Prefervation and Conveyance; let Faith fig- 
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nify ouf Entering upon it, and our Continuing in 
it; then all is regular, and all is fecure. Salvation 
is of the LORD. CHRIST has the Honour 
and Glory. While We have an Ark, which no 
Waves can overwhelm, no Rocks can (hatter. 

Once more, therefore, let me obferve, in Pur- 
fuance of this important Remark; That Faith is 
reprefented as laying hold on GOD our SA¬ 
VIOUR * ; leaning upon our BELOVEDf ; 
cleaving to the LORD{.—Plcafe to take notice 
of yonder Vine. Its Shoots are weak, and its 
Branches flimfy. Being abfolutely unable to fup- 
port themfelves, they are furnifhed with a very re¬ 
markable Set of Clafpers. Which, like fo many 
Fingers, lay hold on the Pegs of the Wall, or fallen 
themfelves to the Poles within their Reach. With¬ 
out fuch a Provifion, the Boughs mull lie prodrate 
on the Ground, and be expofed to the Infults of 
every Foot. Whereas, by this kind Contrivance 
of Nature, fo creeping a Plant, will climb into the 
Air, and enjoy the Breeze; fo feeble a Plant, will 
(land out the Winter, and defy the Storms.—An 
jnllrudive Admonition to Sinners! And no con¬ 
temptible Uluftration of Faith, efpecially in its prin¬ 
cipal and mod didinguifhing Employ! Thus let Us 
apprehend the blefled JESUS ; hold Us fad by 
our adored REDEEMER; cleave to, his in¬ 
effable Worthinefs, as thofe twining Tendrils, by 
repeated Circumvolutions, adhere to their fubdan- 
tial Supporters. Then (hall We rife, by Merits 
not our own , from the mod abjedl and miferable 
Condition, to a State of everlading Honour and 

F 4 Ther, 

* Ifai. jqcvii. 5. 4 Cant, viii, y, $ Afts xi. 23. 
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7 for. Some People, I believe, would hardly for¬ 
bear fmiling at the Peculiarity of your Didtion; and 
might be inclined to call your Difcourfe Canting , 
rather than Rtafon'tng. For my own Part, 1 muft 
acknowledge, that, as all your peculiar Phrafes are 
derived from the Scriptures, 1 hear them with Reve¬ 
rence, and without the leaft Difpofition to fneer. 
Was my Friend delivering a Latin Oration, it would 
be a fufficient Warrant for any of his Expreflions, 
to prove that they came from the Ciceronian Mint. 
And will it not be an equally fufficient Authority, 
for any Modes of Speech ufed in a theological Eflay, 
to alledge that they bear the Stamp of the Bible ? 

Jfp. Thanks to my Friend — replied AfpafiOy 
making a low Bow—Thanks for his indulgent Con- 
eeffion. Yet let Him know, that He has mani- 
fefted his Judgment, a^ much as He has exercifed 
his Candour. The Scripture is the Rule, not only 
of our Faith, but of our Language alfo, whenever 
We would explain that facred Subjedt.—Can any 
Expreflions be more proper or more emphatical, 
than thofe which unerring Wifdom has feledted for 
our Ufe? Impoflible! Therefore We are com¬ 
manded to holdfajl a Form of found Words *, as well 
as a Syftem of found Principles.—Can any Phrafes 
exprefs divine Things, with greater Precifion and 
Perfpicuity, than thofe which the divine SPIRIT 
has employed for this Purpofe? Arrogance itfelf 
dares not entertain the Thought. Therefore We 
think it unexceptionably right, to declare the 
Truths of the Gofpel, not in. the Words which Man's 
Wifdom teacbethy but which the HOLT GHOST 
ttacheth f. 

Ther K 

• a Tim. i. 13. f i Cor. ii. 13. 
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Ther. Though I make no Obje&ion to your Lan¬ 
guage, I have yet another Scruple with regard to 
your Do&rine.—-Do the antient Fathers adopt or in¬ 
culcate this imputed Righteoufnefs ? If it was fo 
important an Article of our Faith, furely it could 
not be unknown in thofe early Ages, which were 
fo near the apoflolical Fountain. It would not have 
been omitted by thofe zealous Preachers, who chofe 
to endure all the Rigours of Perfecution, rather 
than renounce their holy Profeffion. 

rffp. I think, it were fufficient to anfwer this 
Queftion, by a iking another—Do the Apoflles, 
does the HOLY SPIRIT of GOD fpeaking 
in Scripture, inculcate this Do&rine, or difplay 
this Privilege ? If fo. We need not be very folicit- 
ous for any farther Authority. To the Law, and to 
the Tejlimony *, is our grand, our final Appeal. 
Amidft all the Darknefs and Uncertainty, which 
evidently run through the Writings of the beft of 
Men, this is our unfpeakable Happinefs, That We 
have a more Jure Word of Prophecy ; to which We do 
well to take heed f. 

However; to be a little more particular—It can¬ 
not be expected, that We fhould find many Paflages 
in thofe pious Authors, very ftrong and very explicit, 
upon the Point. Becaufe, in their Days, it was not 
fo profefledly oppofed; and therefore could not be 
fo exactly difcufled, as in later Ages. Neverthelefs, 
they have left enough behind them, to avouch the 
Sub fiance of what We affert; That a Man is not 
jujlified by any Works , Duties, or Righteoufnefs of his 
own, but only by Faith in JESUS CHRIST.— 
I cannot fay, that I have charged my Memory with 

their 


• Ifai. viii. 20. 


f a Pet. i. 19. 
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their very Words; and for that Reafon, muft not 
attempt at prefent to make any Citation. But, 
when a proper Opportunity Offers, and their Works 
are before me, I may poffibly produce a few of their 
Teftimonies. 

In the mean time, I can mention a Set of Wri¬ 
ters, whofe Atteftation will, I imagine, carry as 
much Weight with my Friend, as the united Voice 
of the Greek and Latin Fathers. 

Ther. Who are they ? 

jfjp. Our venerable Reformers. The Homilies 
compofed by thofe excellent Divines, are as exprefs 
to my Purpofe, as they are unexceptionable in their 
Evidence. This is their Language—“ The true 

Underftanding of this Doftrine, JVe he jujiified 
c< freely by Faith without Works, is not, that this 
ct our Jfl to believe, or this our Faith in CHR 1 ST, 
u doth juftify Us: for that were to count Our- 
tt f e l ves to be juftified by fome A& or Virtue, that 
« is within Ourjehes. But the true Meaning 
cc thereof, is. That although We hear GOD’s 
cc Word, and believe it; although We have Hope 
v and Faith, Charity and Repentance, and do 
CC never fo many good Works: Yet We muft re- 
« nounce the Merit of all our Virtues and good 
«c Deeds, as Things that be far too weak and in- 
*« fufficient, to deferva Remiffion of Sin, and our 
« Juftification, We muft truft only in GOD’s 
«c Mercy, and that Sacrifice which our High- 
“ Prieft and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, the 
« SON of GOD, .offered for Us upon the 

Crofs.” 

The Homily fubjoins a very appofite Illuftratidn; 
which may conclude our Difcourfe with perfed Pro¬ 
priety, 
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priety, and I hope with equal Efficacy.—“ So that 
« as St. John Baptijl, although He were never fo 
« virtuous and gqdly a Man, yet in the Matter of 
“ forgiving Sin, He did put the People from Him, 
« and appoint them unto C HR IS T ; faying thus 
« unto them. Behold ! Yonder is the LAMB of 
« GOD, which tahth away the Sins of the World: 
« Even fo, as great and as godly a Virtue as the 
lively Faith is, yet it putteth Us from itfelf, and 
“ remitteth Us unto CHRIST, for to have only 
by Him Remiffion of Sins or Juftification. So 
“ that our Faith in CHRIST, as it were, faith 
‘ f unto Us thus. It is not I that take away your 
“ Sins, but it is CHRIST only; and to Hitp 
only I fend You for that Purpofe, forfaking 
“ therein all your good Words, Thoughts, and 
“ Works, and only putting your Trult in 
CHRIST*". 

Ther. If there be any tolerable Senfe of the Ncv 
tion under Debate, I think, it mull be underftood 
as follows.— CHRIST’S Performance of the Law 
of his Mediation, or, in other Words, his unfin¬ 
ning Obedience to the moral Law, and the fpotlefs 
Sacrifice of Himfelf to the vindi&ive Juftice of 
GOD; thefc are the only valuable Confideration, 
on Account of which, the gracious GOD reftores 
guilty Creatures to a State of Acceptance with his 
Divine MAJESTY. 

Afp. If this is what You mean by the Law of 
Mediation, I am far from denying your Propofition. 
I would never defire to wrangle; but, if poffible, 
$0 acquiefce. I would not wifh to efpy Faults, but 

rather 

♦ See the fecond Part of the Homfk) on Salvation,. 
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rather to find Propriety, in my 7 heron's Sefltimcnfs. 
May his Faith, which is thus far advanced, be car¬ 
ried on by Grace, till it is completed in Glory !— 
That unfinning Obedience, and that fpotlefs Sa¬ 
crifice, are indeed the only valuable, they are alfo 
the truly , or rather the infinitely valuable Confedera¬ 
tion. The Obedience being performed in our Name , 
and the Sacrifice offered in our Stead , have fully 
merited for Us the Remiflion of Sins, and the En¬ 
joyment of Life: and all this, not only from the 
gracious, but even from the jufi, the faithful, the 
righteous GOD. 

But then, they mutt be imputed , in order to fur- 
tiifh Us with a Claim, and invert Us with a Right, 
to the purchafed Privileges.—Suppofc them not im¬ 
puted j and what becomes of our Interejl in them ? 
They are like a Medicine prepared, but not applied, 
-—Suppofc them imputed; and they lay a firm, an 
apparent, a rational Foundation , for every pleafing 
Hope, and for every heavenly Blefling. 

Ther. I fear, I have acknowledged too much.— 
My Thoughts fluctuate. My Mind is unfettled.— 

I would not withftand the Truth. I would not dif- . 
believe any Do&rine of the Gofpel. Yet—what 

feall I fay? While I liften to your Reafoning, I 
am half a Convert. When I recoiled the Objec¬ 
tions, I revert to my fitft Opinion. 

Of this, however, I am convinced. That human 
Righteoufnefs is infujficient for our Juftification. 
Here your Arguments have carried their Point. I 
lhall henceforth place my Hopes of everlafting Hap- 
pinefs, not upon any Works of my own, but upon 
the free Goodnefs, and unbounded Beneficence, 
of the Supreme BEING. Purfuant to that 

Maxim 
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Maxim of Scripture, The Gift of GOD is eternal 
Life> 

jtfp. You do well, Theron , to expeft eternal 
Life as the Gift of GOD, not as the Wages of 
your own Obedience, But be pleafed to remem¬ 
ber, that all the Gifts of Grace, though perfectly 
free to Sinners, are founded upon a grand and in- 
eftimable Price , paid by their SAVIOUR.—Are 
they entirely abfolved from Guilt? It is becaufe 
CHRIST gave his Life for their Ranfom.—Are 
they heard with Acceptance when they pray ? It is 
becaufe their exalted HIGH-PRIEST inter¬ 
cedes in their Behalf.—Are they completely jufti- 
fied, and inflated in endlefs Blifs ? It is becaufe their 
REDEEMER’S confummate Righteoufnefs, is 
the glorious Equivalent for this and every other 
Blefling Therefore, when You mention eternal 
Life as the Gift of GOD, You ihould not forget 
to add with the Holy Apoftle, through JESUS 
CHRIST our LORD f. 

-—-Well, my Theron’, what fay You 

farther l Is your Quiver emptied ? Are your Scruples 
fatisfied ? May I interpret this Silence, as an Aft 
of Affent? 

Ther. Obferve, how the Ranunculufes, on yonder 
gay Parterre, have contrafted their full-blown 
Tufts; and the Tulips , now the Dews are defend¬ 
ing, have elofed their expanded Cups,—Such is 

the 

* " I ihould fear, fays a pious Writer, to look at 
that great GOD and SAVIOUR, who has fuffered 
** k m ? ch ^ or ^ 0| d> did I not allow his Atonement 
be of infinite Value, and an Equivalent to any 
“ mands from the FATHER.” 

f Rom. vi, tz. 
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the State of my Thoughts. They are a/I bent in- 
wards ; collefted in themfelves ; and pondering upon 
your Difcourfe. Which has inclined me, before I 
was aware, to contemplate, rather than talk.—You 
will excufe my Thoughtfulnefs, Jfpafio. Or, if it 
wants an Apology, You muft blame Yourfelf. For, 
had your Reafons been lfcfs cogent, my Attention 
had been more difengaged. 

Jfp. My dear ‘Theron , I fhall only wifh, in Allu- 
fion to your own Simile, and in the Language of the 
beft of Books 5 That thefe Truths may diftil as the 
Dew* upon your Mind, and lie all Night upon your 
Branches f. This, I am perfuaded, is the only Way 
to have all your Comforts green before the Sun , and 
all your Virtues flourijh as an Herb. Whereas, un¬ 
der the Influence of any other Faith, I am afraid, 
they will be as the Garden, that is vifited with a 
Drought; or as the Leaves, that are fmitten with 
aBlaft. 

Ther. I fhall attentively confider, both your Doc¬ 
trine, and your Arguments. Which that I may 
execute, with more Eafe, and to better Purpofe, be 
pleafed to fum up, in a few Words, the Subftance 
of what has palled.—This done, it will be Time to 
withdraw. The Flowers, You fee, are our Moni¬ 
tors. They have folded up their Robes, and veiled 
their Beauties. A Cuftom which they feldom ufe, 
till the riftng Damps render it unfafe, for their Matter 
to be among them; and the furrounding Gloom ren¬ 
ders it difficult, for His Eye to diftihguifh them. 

Jfp. You could not oblige me more, than'by 
giving me fuch a Command.—We truft for Salva¬ 
tion, 

Not 


1 Dent, xxxii. 2. 


f Job xxix. 19. 
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Not on our own external Duties. This were to 
build ourHoufe upon the Sand. Which, when the 
Rains defcend, when the Floods rife, when the 
Winds blow with tempefluous Violence, will cer¬ 
tainly fall; and bury the Builder, with all his vain 
Hopes, in irretrievable Ruin. 

Not on the Sincerity of our Hearts. This, if op- 
pofed to CHRIST, and made the Rival of his 
Merits, will be a “ defpifed broken Idol.” Dt~ 
fpifed, by the infinitely fublime and majeftic RU¬ 
LER of the World. Broken , with regard to the 
Strefs We lay, or the Confidence We tepofe, on 
fo deceitful a Prop. No more able to fland in the 
Judgment of the Great Day, than Dagon was able 
to maintain his Station, before the Ark of the 
LORD GOD of Hofts*. 

Not upon our Faith. This is often weak, as the 
rickety Child: fometimes quite faint, like a Perfon 
in a deep Swoon: always imperfeft, like every other 
Performance of ours. Alas! To what aiHi&ingr 
Fears, to what grievous Defpondency, fhould I be 
perpetually liable, if my own Faith was the Ground 
of my Juftification. Blefled be the FATHER 
of Mercies! We have a furer Support. Not upon 
Faith, but upon its gracious AUTHOR, and 
glorious OBJECT, is the Hope of Ifrael founded. 
Yet 

Not upon our LORD’S Righteoufnefs, con- 
ftdered only as paffive; but upon his active and paf- 
five Obedience united. All that He did, in Con¬ 
formity to the Commands of the Law; and all that 
He fuffered, in Submiffion to its Penalty. Both 
which^ immenfely dignified by his divine Nature, 

are 


• 1 Sam. v. 3, 4. 



; are a Bails for our Faith, which nothing can (hake; 
are a Foundation for our Affiance, which can never 
be removed.—Nothing elfe, in any Creature, or 
in all Worlds, could expiate the leeji Sin. This, 
not only expiates all Sin, but gives a Title, to 
every BieJJing —to the Bleffings of Grace, and of 
Glory—of evangelical Holinefs, and everlafting 
Happinefs. 
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I HAVE often purpofed, and as often forgot, to 
a(k my Thcron —What Piiiure He was fo atten¬ 
tively furveying, when I ftole unperceived upon 
Him, in this favourite Arbour *? 

Thir. I was indulging a penfivt Pleafure, in view¬ 
ing the Ruins, and contemplating the fate of Baby¬ 
lon —that renowned and opulent City! Once the 
Refidence of the JJfyrian Monarchs, and Capital of 
one of the greateft Empires in the World. The 
Draught I held in my Hand, reprefented fome of its 
Remains. And indeed this was the very laft Sub¬ 
ject, which employed my Thoughts. In the Morn¬ 
ing, my Son brought me his Obfcrvations upon the 
Scene; which I have juft now been reviling. 

For, I frequently fet Him, to exercife his Judg¬ 
ment, or difplay his Fancy, on remarkable Paffages, 
which occur in Hiftory-*-He was lately commiffioncd 
to determine a Controverfy, between the illuftrious 
Vol.IL G Leonidas, 

* See, Dialogue V. 
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Leonidas, and the lefs celebrated Padaretus. This 
was the Point in Debate: Which of them difcovercd 
the true// Generality of Spirit, and the moji heroic 
Love of their Country? The former, who expofed 
his Life, nay, devoted Himfelf to Death, in its 
Defence ? Or the latter, who, when He was Can¬ 
didate for a Seat among the Three Hundred, and 
lofl his Election; inftead of being chagrined or dif- 
fatisSed, went home unfeigncdly rejoicing, <c That 
“ there were found in Sparta three hundred Men, 

“ more worthy than Himfelf?”—The Talk of this 
Day was, To give a defcriptive Pifhtrt of thofc 
wonderful Ruins. 

AJp. Pray, let me have the Pleafure of hearing 
the young Gentleman’s Performance. 

Ther. It will be too long, and too puerile: tire 
your Patience, and offend your Tafte. 

AJp. I don’t ufe to make either of thefe Complaints, 
when I am entertained with Theron’s Compofitions. 
And, as the Son has fo much of his Father's Genius, 

I am not at all apprehenftve of any fuch Difappoint- 
ment.—We have a moil agreeable Situation, and 
more than an Hour’s Leifure. I muft therefore re¬ 
peat my Requeft. 

Ther. ’Tis true, I have retouched the Sketch: 
which may render it fomewhat more tolerable. And 
fince You perfift in your Demand, I will read the 
Paper.—Only defiring fome Allowance for a little 
Luxuriancy of Imagination. Which, in young Wri¬ 
ters, it may be advifable to indulge, rather than re- 
prefs*. As Age and Judgment will, probably, 

come 

* This Opinion is authorifed by that penetrating and 
$orreft-Critic, Quintilian. Audeat hsecAitasplura, 
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come with the Pruning-knife, and make the proper 
Retrenchments.—I mult farther obferve, that, con¬ 
trary to the Cuftom which prevails in our Schools, 
I generally choofe to have Him exprefs his Senti¬ 
ments in Englijh. Becaufe, it is in this Language, 
He mull communicate his own, and become ac¬ 
quainted with the Ideas of his Neighbours. Be¬ 
caufe, to acquire fomc good Degree of Propriety 
and Fluency in this his native Tongue, will be in¬ 
comparably more ferviceable, than to fpeak Latin 
with the Terentian Elegance, or to write it with th$ 
Ciceronian Copioufnefs. 

Is this Babylon ? The Glory of Kingdoms ! The 
Beauty of the Chaldean Excellency! 

Where once the gorgeous Eajl , with richejl Hand t 

Shower'd on her Kings barbaric Pearl and Gold. 

How is She fallen! Fallen from the Height of Mag¬ 
nificence, into the Abyfs of Confufion ! What was 
once the Objedl of univerfal Admiration, is now 
become a Spe&aclc of Aftonilhment and Horror. 

The Palace , where Majefty fat enthroned like 
fome terreftrial Deity, is a Heap of Rubbifli: no 
longer diftinguiihed by an Air of fuperior Elegance, 
but by ftronger and more melancholy Marks of de- 
G 2 parted 

fcf inveniat, invent is gaudeat , Jint licet ilia nonfat isficca 
& /ever a. Facile Remetiutm eft Ubertatis, fterilia mcilo La¬ 
hore •vincuntar. Ilia mihi in Putris Natura nimium Spei da- 
tit, in qua Ingenium Judicio prafumitur. Mauri am ejfe pri- 
mum volo abundantiorem, atque ultra quam oporlet fufam. 
Multum indi deioquent Anni, mult urn Ratio limobit aliquid 
velut V/u ipfto deteretur. Lib. II. Inft. 
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parted Dignity *.—Where, the Nobles of that 
fumptuous Court, trailed along the marble Pavements 
their Robes of Purple and Embroidery; there, the 
crefted Snake hifles, or the fierce envenomed Adder 
glides. 

How difgraced is the Room of State ; and what 
Contempt, deferved Contempt, is poured upon 
the Bar.queting-houfe! In the firft, the haughty 
Monarch, “ who faid in his Heart, / am, and none 
“ elfe beftdes me f,” gave Audience to cringing Sy¬ 
cophants and adoring Vaflals. In the 1 aft, Hofpi- 
tality, forgetting her generous Character, a died as 
an infamous Procurefs for Debauchery; and Luxury 
and Lewdnefs almoft brutalized a People , profufedly 
given to Pleafures $. Now, Thorns over-run the 
'Circumference, and “ Defolation fits in the Thre- 
“ fhold of them both.”-—Where are the Roofs of 
Ivory, painted with Vermillion, and adorned with 

Sculpture ? 

• Benjamin, a Jew of Tudcla, in his Itinerary, written 
about the Year of our LORD 1170, tells Us—“ That 
“ He was upon the Place, where this City formerly 
" flood, and found it wholly defolated and deftroyed. 
“ Only fome Ruins of Nebuchadnezzar' s Palace were ftill 
“ remaining; but Men were afraid to go near them, 
" by reafon of the many Serpents and Scorpions, that 
“ were then in the Place.” 

f Ifai. xlvii. 10. 

I Given to Pleafures —This is lfaiah' s Charafler of the' 
Babylonians, Chap, xlvii. 8. On which PalTage, nothing 
can afford a clearer Comment, than the Account which 
Quintus Curtius gives of their unbounded Voluptuoufnefs. 
liabylonii maxime in I'inum, (J quar Ebrietatem fequuntur, 
ejfujt, fkitt. Nihil Urbis ejus corruptius Moribus, nihil ad 
srrttandas illiciendafque immodicas Voluptates injiruilius. 
Lib. V. Whoever reads what follows, in that elegant 
and medeft Hiftorian, will not think Eugenio'i Expref- 
fion ( brutalized) too fevere for fuch horribly corrupt 
Manners. 
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Sculpture? The radiant Roofs, whofe Lamps of 
burniihed Silver, pendent in many a blazing Row, 
yielded Light as from another Sky ? Swept from 
their Foundations, they lie clotted with defiling 
Dirt, or clafped with tangling Briars.— Muftc no 
longer pours her Harmony, through the fpacious and 
pompous Apartment; but the Night-Owl, neftling 
in fome Cleft of the Ruins, fcreams her harfh and 
portentous Difl'onance. Joy no longer leads up the 
{prightly Dance, amidft the Luftre of that artificial 
Day; but the folitary Bat flits in filent Circles, or 
flaps her footy Wings.—All thofe gay Delights— 
let the Sons of Senfuality hear the Tale, and take 
Warning from the Cataftrophel—all thofe gay De¬ 
lights are extinguifhed, like one of their feebleft 
Tapers; which, having illuminated for a while 
the feftive Afiembly, fhone itfelf to the Edges of 
the exhaufted Socket, and in a Moment flafhed into 
Stench and Darknefs. 

The Walls., were cemented with Bitumen*', and 
confolidatcd into the Firranefs of a Flint. The 
1 Towers were more like the everlalting Mountains +, 

* than 

* The Walls were built of Brick, and cemented with 
a glutinous Rind of Slime; which binds more firmly than 
any Mortar, and foon grows harder, than the Brick or 
Stones themfelves.—Thefe Fortifications were, accord¬ 
ing to the Account given by Herodotus, in Breadth eighty - 
leven Feet, in Height three hundred and fifty Feet, and 
reckoned to be ablolutely impregnable. Infomuch that 
the Inhabitants, when befieged by Cyrus, infuited Him 
Irom the Walls, and laughed at his Attempt, as a vain 
impradbcable Project.—Oi is « ra ru%ei xdltftXpt rsjr «ro- 
Xenoph. Lift. Cyr. Lib. VIL 
,. + &f ro f us > deferibing fome of the Edifices, ereaed in 

1S Ojtaotolas]?;, rot{ eoiort. Such 

W>s t “ elr compifi and Elevation, that they appeared like 

£ 3 Mm*. 
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than the Work of human Hands. The Inhabi¬ 
tants, confiding in fuch prodigious Bulwarks, de¬ 
fied the approaching Enemy; and looked down with 
a fearlefs Difdain, on the Army of Befiegers. But 
now the Prophet’s Threatening is moll terribly ful¬ 
filled ; Babylon is fallen , is fallen *. Her broad 
Walls are utterly broken And all Her Fortifica¬ 
tions, though ftrong and (table, as the united Pro¬ 
ductions of the Quarry and the Foreft could make 
them, arc dcmdijhed ; are laid low ; are brought to 
the Ground, even to the Dujl %. 

Where are the Gates, the grand and glittering 
Gates ||, which admitted the triumphant Hods, or 
poured forth their numerous Legions againft the 
Day of Battle ? Not one Trace remains, to tell the 
inquifitive Stranger; “ Here the fpacious Avenues 
“ opened: Here the mafly Portals rofe.”—Com¬ 
modious Walks , in which the cluttering Merchants 
raifed the bufy Hum, and planned the Schemes of 
Commerce ; ample Streets, in which Induftry drove 
the toiling Car, or fmote the founding Anvil; are 
(hrouded with matted Grafs, or buried beneath the 

ranked 

Mountain This may be the Reafon, why Babylon, 
though lituate in a Plain, is called a Mountain; Behold! 
J am againjl Thee, O dejlroying Mountain, faith the 
LORD• Though (rather think, the Word is to be 
taken in the figurative Scnfe, frequently ufed by the Pro¬ 
phets. Who by Mountain, exprefs a powerful, by Toreft, 
a populous State or City. Jcr. li. 25. 

Jofeph. Autiq. Lib. X. 

* Ifiii xxi. 9. f Jer. li. 58. J ifai. 

xxv. 12. 

|| There were no lefs than an hundred Gates, all of 
/olid Brafs. Hence it is, that when JEHOVAH pro- 
mifes to make Cyrus Matter of Babylon, He (peaks in this 
very remarkable and particularizing Manner; I will break 
in Pieces before Thee the Gates of Brafs, lfai, xlv. z. 
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rankeft Weeds. Silence, in both Places, a fullen 
Silence reigns: and Inactivity, a death-like Inac¬ 
tivity, (lumbers. 

What is become of thofe Hanging-gardens, which, 
for curious Contrivance, and ftupendous Labour, 
were never equaled in any Nation under Heaven ? 
Terraces, that overlooked the tailed Houfes ? Par¬ 
terres, exalted to the Clouds, and opening their 
flowery Beauties in that Arrange Region; Groves , 
whofe very Roots were higher than the Tqjis of the 
loftieft Trees* !—They are now (mitten by a dread¬ 
ful Blaft. Their Beauty is decayed, like a withered 
Leaf. Their very Being is gone, like the Chaff of 
the Summer Threffing-floors-, whkh the JVmd car¬ 
ried) away, and its Place is no where found f. What 
was once the favourite Retreat of a Queen, and the 
Admiration of the whole World, is now a Neft for 
poifonous Reptiles, and a Kennel for ravenous Beads. 
-—The Traveller, inftead of expatiating with De¬ 
light, where this penftle Paradife flourished, is ftruck 
with Horror; keeps at a trembling Diftance; and, 
lifting his Eyes to Heaven, as He furveys the rue¬ 
ful Spot, cries out; Righteous art Thou , O L ORD, 
and true are thy Judgments ! 

Here (lands an Obelijk, majmed by the Stroke of 
revolving Years, like a Mountain-Oak lhattered by 
the flaming Bolt. Another, all unhinged and quite 
disjointed, feems to tremble before every Blaft that 
Hows.—There, the Pyramid J ; firm as the folid 

Rock, 

• Penfles Herti funt, fummam Murorum Altitudinem 
mqvantet, mult arum que Arbor urn TJmbrm ttf Prtceritate 
amacni. Curt. Lib. V, 

f Dan. ii. 35. 

f Strabo calls the Temple olBelut a Pyramid. Lib, XV. 

G 4 But 
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Rock, and ftedfaft, One would have thought, as 
the perpetual Hills; wrenched from its mighty 
Bale, is tumbled headlong in enormous Ruin, and 
has crufiled many a Structure by its Fall.—See, 
yonder, the triumphal Arch ; which exhibited, 
through its extenfive and beautiful Bend, an ad¬ 
vantageous View of the Firmament. It was, once, 
the graceful Memorial of fome celebrated Victory; 
it is, now, converted into a Trophy of a very dif¬ 
ferent Kind. Such is its proud afpiring Brow ; and 
nothing remains, but two uneven, battered, ragged 
Stumps; which ferve to recognize the deftru&ive 
Ravages of Time; or rather, the irrefiftible Ven¬ 
geance of Heaven. 

Spires, that pierced the Clouds, and fhot into the 
Skies, are levelled with the trodden Soil. On Pinna¬ 
cles, to which the ftrong-winged Bird could hardly 
foar, the groveling Worm crawls, and the fordid 
Snail leaves her flimy Track.— Baths, that contained 
the tranflucent Wave, and were fo often perfumed 
with odoriferous Unguents, are choked with Filth ; 
the grand Colonade, that furrounded them, isfiiivered 
to Pieces; and the elevated Dome, that covered them, 
is dafhed to the Ground.—-Where the public Aque¬ 
ducts conveyed Cleanlinefs and Health, along their 
cryftal Currents; there, croaking Vermin fwarm 
among the Weeds, and noifome Exhalations ftcam 
from the Mire.—I look round on the Plains, the 

almoft 

But if the Critics in Hiftory fhould queftion or deny the 
Exiftence of Pyramids among the Babylonians , for this 
and other Liberties ufed by our young Declaimer, Ho. 
race fhall make an Apology: 

-PiSloribus atqut Pott is 
Quidlibet audendi fartptr fait aqua Potrjlas, 

2 



DIALOGUE XL 


tog 

almoft boundlefs Plains, on which this fuperb im¬ 
perial City arofe ? They were once a Magazine of 
Plenty, a Source of vegetable Riches, for their 
royal Miftrefs. What are they now! A foul, in¬ 
curable Morafs ; a dead, ftagnating Lake. A Pof- 
fejfion for the Bittern , and Pools of Water *. 

Auguft and (lately Temples , which fecmed to af- 
feft the Neighbourhood of the Skies f, are prof!rats 
in the very Dull.—Who can point the Spot, where 
the confecrated Vi&irn bled, or the ficred Fire 
glowed ? Where the feeptred Image lifted its ma- 
jeftic Head, or the venerating Crouds bowed the 
fuppliant Knee % ? Degraded are thofe fplendid Va¬ 
nities, and call (according to the Denunciation of 
the facred Oracles) to the Bats and to the Moles ||. 
All is low ; low as the fpurious Dignity of the idols 
they complimented ; low as the Straus, that is trod¬ 
den down for the Dunghill §. 

Sepulchres , 

* Ifai. xiv. 23. 

f A Tower in the Temple of Betas, and dedicated to 
his Worfhip, was moll amazingly high. It confided of 
eight Piles of Building, etefted one above another. It 
arofe to the fcle\ r ation of fix hundred Feet perpendicular. 
And is thought, by the learned Bochart, to have been 
Part of that fuperb Work, which was begun when the 
whole Earth was of one Language: but mifearried, or 
rather was providentially defeated, by the Confufion of 
Tongues. In this Strufture there were doubtlefs very 
drong Traces of that arrogant Boaft; Let Us build Us a 
City and a Tower, whofe Top may reach to Hea ven, Gen. 
xi. 4. 

• J Alluding to that prodigious Inftanceof Profufencf?, 
Oftentation, and idolatrous Madnefs, the golden Imagefet 
up in the Plain of Dura : nuhofe Height (that is, the Height 
of the Statue and Pedeftal taken together) w as threcfcore 
Cubits, Dan. iii. 1. See Prideaux's Canned ion, Vol. I. 
-P* 95 ’ P; 567 . C’r. 

J) Ifai, li. 20. 


§ Ifai, xxv. 10. 
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Sepulchres, venerable Repofitories of the Dead ; 
awful Manfions, de (lined to everlafting Conceal¬ 
ment; arc cleft and rent a funder. They difclofc 
the horrid Secrets of the Pit, and frightfully yawn 
vpon the blamed Day. Poflibly, fome ravenous 
Creature lurks within, that has already rifled the 
Tomb of its Hero j given the putrid Bones a new 
Grave; and waits only for the Approach of Night, 
to repeat his Dirge in Yells.— Infcriptions , defigned 
to perpetuate fome illuftrious Character, or eternize 
fome heroic Deed, are blended in the promifeuous 
Mafs. In vain, would the prying Antiquary fearch 
for a legible or confident Sentence : in vain, at¬ 
tempt to find the memorable Names of a Nebtichadr 
uezzar or a Nimrod. - Thefe, though engraved on 
Plates of Brafs, or cut in Blocks of Marble, 3re loll 
amidft the ftupendous Lumber; as Prints on the 
unfteady Sand are effaced, when returning Tides 
finooth the furrowed Beach. 

Here and there a draggling Cyprefs rifes, as it 
were with funeral Solemnity, amidft the Wafte*. 
Somewhat like the black Plumes, nodding over the 
mournful Hearfe, they augment the Sadnefs of the 
Srcne, and throw a deep Horror on all below.— 
No human Voice is beard, nor human Face feen, 
amidft thefe defolated Heaps. Too dreary, even 
for the Roam of hoary Hermit, or the Cell of gloomy 
JVlonk, Abancjoned they are, totally abandoned, to 

the 

• Rau’vnlf, a German Traveler, who pafled that Way, 
in the Year of our LORD 1574. fays; “ This Country 
«« is fo dry and barren, that it cannot be tilled ; and fo 
** bare, that 1 fhould have doubted, whether the potent 
•' Babylon did ftand there, if l had not known it by feve- 
« r.tl undent and delicate Antiquities, that are flill ftant}* 

*• ing hereabout in great Defolauon.” 
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the Dominion of Solitude; or eJ/e, to the unmo- 
Jefted Refort of fhaggy'Monflers, and feathered 
Hags ; which ftun the midnight Hours— thefe, with 
their importunate Shrieks—//.>«/£, with their exe¬ 
crable Howls. 

See! to what a defpicable, what an abhorred 
State, the proudeft Monuments of earthly Gran¬ 
deur, and the moft coflly Apparatus for earthly 
Felicity, may be reduced ! A pregnant and alarm¬ 
ing Proof, that, for lojilng Honour , or real Hap~ 
fint/s, 

‘they build too low , who build beneath the Skies. 

AJp. I very much approve the Choice of your 
Subject. The Ruins of Pcrfepolis , would have given 
Us a View of Magnificence in Abafement. The 
Ruins of Palmyra , mig't have fhewed Us Elegance 
in the Duft. But the Ruins of Babylon difplay at 
once, Magnificence and Elegance under an Eclipfe, 
Scripture and Revelation in their Glory—The De- 
ftru&ion of this City, which was abfolutely un¬ 
equalled * in every Inftance of Dignity, and feem- 

ingly 

* Unequalled — Reprefented therefore by the^/^W/ Head 
in Nebuchadnezzar's prophetic Dream, and emblematic 
Image, Dan. ii. 38.—Defcribed by an antient Author, 
as Omnium quas unquam Sol afpexit Urbium maxima. — A nd 
moft magnificently pourtrayed, together with its entire 
Demolition, in the Prophet’s beautiful Draught. Thou 
haji made of a City, an Heap ; of a defenced City, a Ruin; 
a Palace of Strangers, to be no City —A City — a defenced 
City—a Palace-, io grand and ftately, thatitfeemed like 
one continued Palace. Yet this incomparably grand. 
City, lhall become a Heap of Rubbilh—a frightful and 
hideous Ruin — no City, nothing like it; without any 
Indication or Token, that it was ever inhabited. If at. 
XXV. 2 , 
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ingly invincible by any Enemy, muft certainly have 
been looked upon as the moji improbable of Events. 
Neverthelefs it6 utter Deftru&ion was decreed by 
JEHOVAH, and denounced by his Prophet, fe- 
veral Ages before the Execution took place. The 
awful Sentence was not only denounced, but record¬ 
ed ; and is dill remaining in the public Archives of 
our Religion. 

Thcr. Where is this Sentence recorded, and re¬ 
maining ? 

Afp. in the Prophecy of IfaiaL And not only re¬ 
corded, but in the moft circuniftantial Manner, and 
with a minute Detail of the horiible Defolations. 
Thefe are the Words of the infpired Wi iter; Babv- 
LON, the Glory of Kingdoms, the Beauty of the Chal¬ 
dees Excellency , jhall be as when GOD overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. It Jhall never Ic inhabited j 
neither Jhall it be dwelt in from Generation to Genera¬ 
tion: Neither fall the Arabian pitch Tent there ; neither 
Jhall the Shepherds male their Fold there. But wild 
Beajls of the Defat t Jhall lie there, and their Houfcs 
Jhall be full of doleful Creatures, and Owls foali dwell 
there, and Satyrs fall dance there. And' the wild 
Beajls of the Ifands fall cry in their deflate Hoifes , 
end Dragons in their pleafant Palaces *. 

In the two firft Sentences, is comprifed the moft 
finifhed Pidfure of Profperity aird Grandeur. The 
Glory of Kingdoms ; beyond every other royal Seat, 
fpacious, ornamented, and wealthy; revered by 
many conquered and tributary Dominions, as their 
Miftrefs, and their Sovereign .—The Beauty of the 
Chaldees Excellency: The Chaldeans, who excelled all 
the Nations of the Earth in Riches, in Splendor, 

and 

• Ilai. x-ii. ii, 20, zi, 22, 
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and in Power, even they gloried in this imperial 
City. This was the higheft Honour of the moft 
illuftrious, and chief Strength of the molt victo¬ 
rious People; fa ire ft, where all was confpicuoufljr 
fair; nobleft, where all was fupereminently noble. 
—Yet this diltinguifhed, this crowning City, Jhall, 
at the blafting of the Breath of JEHOVAH, be 
totally, totally deftroyed, even as when GOD over¬ 
threw Sodom and Gomorrah. 

In deferibing the Overthrow, the Prophet is 
equally admirable ; and rifes by a moft judicious 
Gradation, into all the Pomp of Horror, q. d. 
“ Now, indeed, it is thronged with Citizens} but, 
“ the .Hour is coming, when it Ihall be entirely 
“ depopulated, and not fo much as a finglc Inha- 
“ bitant left.—Left You fhould think, that in Pro- 
“ cefs of Time it may be re-edified, and again 
“ abound' with joyful Multitudes, it Jhall never be 
“ inhabited more j no, never be dwelt in any more, 
“ from Generation to Generation 5 but fhall continue 
“ a difmal Wafte, through all fucceeding Ages.-— 
“ A Wafte fo difmal, that none of the neighbour- 
** ing Shepherds fhall make their Fold , or find fo 
“ much as an occafsonal Shelter for their Flocks ; 
“ where Kings, Grandees, and Crouds of affluent 
“ Citizens, were wont to repofe themfelves in pro- 
“ found Tranquility. Even the rude and roving 
“ Arabian , fhall not venture to pitch his Tent., nor 
“ be able to procure for Himfclf the poor Accom- 
“ modation of a Night’s Lodging; where Millions 
“ of polite People balked in the Sunfhine of profufe 
“ Profperity.—In fhort; it fir all neither be habit- 
“ able, nor accefflble; but a Dwelling-place for 
“ Dragons, and a Court for Owls ; an Ajlonijhment , 

“ and 
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** and a Hiffing*. What was once the golden City f, 
** and the Metropolis of the World, (hall be an 
** everlafting Scene of Defolation; a fearful Mo- 
** nument of divine Vengeance, and an awful Ad- 
“ monition to human Pride.” 

All this is foretold in Scripture j and, though to 
human Appearance impoffible, though to human 
Apprehenfion incredible, was, in the appointed 
Time, moft minutely accomplifhed. The Memo¬ 
rials and Evidences of the Accomplifhment remain 
to this very Day J. They are fo authentic, that 
the moft inquifivc Curiofity cannot doubt; fo in- 
conteflable, that the moft bigotted Incredulity dares 
not deny. Should not all this teach Us, to reve¬ 
rence 


* Jer. li. 37. f Ifai. xiv. 4. 

J It is faid, by a very learned and fagacious Author; 
Babylonem ufque to concidiffe, ut Nemo cum Fiducia illius Lt ■ 
turn amplius demonfrare queat. V1T R1N c. i n Ifai .—Which 
Teftimony is confirmed, and almoft tranl.atcd, by a ce¬ 
lebrated modern Traveler. “ The Ruins of Babylon are 
“ now fo much effaced, that there are hardly any Vef- 
** tiges of them, to point out their Situation.” Han- 
way’/ Traweh , Vol. II. 

Should my Readers prefer this Account, I (hall neither 
litigate the Point, nor be anxious for the Confequence. 
It may indeed rank Eugenio’s Compofition among the 
Works of Fancy. But it will realize AJpafto's Aflertion, 
and corroborate his Argument. If We find no Memorials 
of the City, We have the moft evident Verification, and 
the fullejl Accomplifhment, of the Prophecy. 

If ih!s be the Cafe, it gives an amazing Emphafis to 
that juft, but terrible Decree, iffued from the fupreme 
Tribunal, Ifai. xiv. 23. I will fweep it with the Befom of 
Defrufiion, faith the LORD of Hofls. “ I will notonly 
“ lay it in Ruins, but extirpate it from the Earth. I 
“ will efface the very Footfteps of its Exillence ; and 
«* not leave fo much as a Fragment or a Trace of the mag- 
“ nificent, but wicked Babylon."—Defray Her utterly ; let 
nothing of Her be left, Jer. 1 . 26. 
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rence the Authority, to admire the Wifdom, and 
confide in the Promifes, of that mod fure and in¬ 
fallible Word ? 

I know. You are not fond of Compliments, The¬ 
rm. Therefore, inftead of fpeaking my Opinion of 
your Son’s Performance, I will endeavour to return 
your Favour.—You have entertained me with an 
Account of the mod memorable Ruins, extant in 
the material World. Let me prefent my Friend 
with a Pi&ure of Ruins, no lefs remarkable., far 
more deplorable , and unfpeakably intercjling to Us all. 

I fhall give it, in the Colouring of a great Mat¬ 
ter; whofe Works, this very Day, I happened to 
be perufing. 

The Pafiage difplays a Do&rine, of the utmoft 
Importance in the Chriftian Scheme j and by one 
of the fineft Pieces of Imagery, to be met with in 
elegant Writing. 1 think, it may be looked upon, 
as a prattical Improvement of Eugenio'% Declamation. 
It pleafed me fo much, that I tranferibed it; and 
I make no Apology for reading it, becaufe I fhall 
expert your Thanks.—-Only let me hint, that it 
confiders the human Soul, as originally an Habita¬ 
tion of GOD through the SPIRIT; and then, 
fpeaking of its fallen Condition, proceeds. 

“ That He hath withdrawn Hitnfef, and left. 
“ this his Temple defolate, We have many fad and 
“ plain Proofs before Us, The Jlately Ruins are 
“ vifible to every Eye, that bear in their Front (yet 
** extant) this doleful Infcription ; Here GOD 
“ once dwelt. Enough appears of the ad- 
“ mirable Frame and Structure of the Soul of Man , 
u to fljew the divine Prefence did fametime refida 

“ in 
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“ in it} more than enough of vicious Deformity, td 
“ proclaim He is now retired and gone. The Lampi 
“ are extinft, the Altar overturned; the Light and 
* e Love are now vaniflied, which did the one Jhine 
** with fo heavenly Brightnefs ; the other burn , with 
fo pious Fervour. The Golden Candle/lick is dif-* 
** placed, and thrown away as an ufelefs Thing, to 
“ make room for the Throne of the Prince of Dark - 
“ nef. The facred Incenfe , which fent rolling up 
“ in Clouds its rich Perfumes, is exchanged for a 
“ poifonous hellifh VajJpur; and here is, injiead of 
** a fweet Savour , a Stench. The comely Order of 
** this Houfe is turned all into Confufion. The 
** Beauties of Holinefs into no fame Impurities. The 
“ Houfe of Prayer to a Den of Thieves , and that of 
«* the worft and moft horrid Kind; for every Lujl 
** is a Thief, and every Theft is Sacrilege. Con- 
tinual Rapine and Robbery is committed upon 
“ holy Things. The noble Powers, which were de- 
“ figned and dedicated to divine Contemplation and 
** Delight , are alienated to the Service of the moft 
« defpicable Idols, and employed unto the vileft 
“ Intuitions and Embraces; to behold and admire 
“ lying Vanities , to indulge and cherifh Luft and 
** Wickednefs.” 

K There is not now a Syftem, an entire Table 
“ of coherent Truths to be found, or a Frame of Ho* 
“ linefs , but fotne fliivered Parcels. How many 
“ Attempts have been made, lince that fearful Fall 
“ and Ruin of this Fabric, to compofe again the 
“ Truths of fo many feveral Kinds into their diftindt 
“ Orders, and make up Frames of Science or ufcful 
“ Knowledge ! and after fo many Ages, nothing is 
“ finilhed in any Kind. Sometimes, Truths are 

“ mifplaced. 
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* mifplaced, and what belongs to one Kind, is tranf- 
« ferred to another, where it will not fitly match; 
“ fometimes, Faljhood inferted, which fliatters or dif- 
“ turbs the whole Frame. And what with much 
« fruitlefs Pains, is done by one Hand, is dafhed in 
“ Pieces by another; and it is the Work of a fol- 
« lowing Age to fweep away the fine fpun Cobwebs 
“of a former. And thofe Truths, which are of 
“ greateft Ufe, are leaft regarded; their Tendency 
“ and Defign are overlooked, or they are fo loofened 
and torn off - , that they cannot be wrought in, fo 
“ as to take hold of the Soul; but hover as faint 
“ ineffectual Notions , that fignify Nothing. Its very 
“ fundamental Powers are fhaken and disjointed, 
« and their Order towards one another confounded 
“ and broken. So that what is judged conftderable , 
“ is not conftdered ; what is recommended as eligible 
“ and lovely, is not loved and chofen. Yea, the 
“ Truth which is after Godlinefs, is not fo much 
“ di/believed, as hated, held in XJnrighteoufnefs; and 
“ fhines as too feeble a Light, in that malignant 
“Darknefs, which comprehends it not. You come, 
“ amidft all this Cohfufion, as into the ruined Pa- 
“ lace of fome great Prince, in which You fee here 
“ the Fragments of a noble Pillar, there the fhat- 
“ tered Pieces of fome curious Imagery: and all Jy- 
“ ing negle&ed and ufelefs amongft Heaps of Dirt. 
“ He that invites You to^ take a View of the Soul 
“ of Man, gives You but fuch another Profpedf, 
“ and doth but fay to You, Behold the Deflation, 
“ all Things rude and wafte. So that fhould there 
“ be any Pretence to the divine Prefence, it might 
“ be (aid. If GOD be here, why is it thus? The 
“ faded Glory, the Darknefs, the Diforder, the 
Vol, II. H «Im- 
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“ Impurity, the decayed State in all Refpe&s of 
“this Temple, too plainly fhew, The GREAT 
“ INHAB IT A NT is gone 

Ther . Your Painter, I muft own, is a Matter in 
his Profeffion; and feems to have a peculiar Talent 
for a Night-piece .—But why, I befeech You, fo much 
of his Shades and Solemnity ? Has He no Colours, 
but the dark ? No Lineaments, but the four ? Could 
He not allow Us one bright Tint, one fmiiing Fea¬ 
ture? when He was copying the noble ft Being of 
this fublunary World ?—Is it for the Honour of the 
great CREATOR, to give fuch a deformed 
Draught of his mod finilhed Workmanfhip? 

Afp. It reflects no kind of Diftionour upon the 
Architect of Babylon, that its Palaces are fallen, its 
Edifices demolifhed, and its Walls levelled with the 
Ground. They might have been built with the ex- 
adeft Symmetry, and once embellilhed with every 
graceful Ornament ; notwithftanding the Stroke of 
Violence, or the Sap of Years, have now reduced 
them to Heaps of Rubbifh.-—The human Soul, when 
recent from the Infpiration of the ALMIGHTY, 
was bright with Knowledge, amiable with Virtue, 
and in every Refped excellent. But How —to fpeak 
in the Language of the mourning Prophet; a Lan¬ 
guage never more pertinent than on the prefent Oc- 
cafion —How is the Gold become dim ! How is the mofi 
fine Gold changed! 

Ther. Man’s Soul is rational and eternal; is the 
Offspring of the DEITY, and capable of re- 
fembling its MAKER. 

- -4fp> 

* See Mr Howe’s Treatife, iatitled The living Temple, 
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Afp. What Milton allows to the fallen Archangel, 
I can readily allow to fallen Man : 

Me had not lojl 

All his original Brightnefs, nor appear'd 
Lefs than Archangel ruin'd. 

The grand and diftinguifhing Faculties of the Soul 
remain; fo as to befpeak a Child of Glory ruined. 
When a Fountain is poifoned, the Waters continue 
to flow: but flow no longer with Health , flow ra¬ 
ther with Death in the Stream. Thefe very Facul¬ 
ties, unlefs renewed and regulated by the Influence 
of Religion, mult be our prefent Mifery, and will 
prove our everlafting Curfe.—“ The Soul,” You 
fay, “ is rational, is eternal.” And do not even 
the Devils poffefs the Powers of Reafon? Is not 
their Exiftence alfo of an endlefs Duration? Yet 
are they, of all Creatures, the moft execrable and 
the moft miferable. 

You call the human Soul, the Offspring of the 
DEITY.V. And You call it properly. Mult We 
not then a^opt the Prophet’s Exclamation, “ How 
“ art Thotffolkn, O Lucifer , Son of the Morning * ! 
“ How art Thou degenerated, O Man, Son of the 
“ MOST HIGH! Thy glorious Original ferves 
“ only to fet forth, with more glaring Evidence, 
** thy deplorable Apoftacy.” 

Capable, You add, of refembling its MAKER. 
This, I acknowledge, is a valuable Prerogative. 
In this the infernal Spirits have no Share. But this 
Capacity will always lie dormant; will never awaken 
H 2 into 


* Ifai. xiv. 12. 
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into Aft; never be eftablilhed in Habit} unlefs Al¬ 
mighty Grace intervene. 

Thcr. The moft celebrated Philofophers of Anti¬ 
quity, frequently exhort their Readers to follow Na¬ 
ture ; as a certain Guide to true Excellence.—Many 
eloquent Writers of our own Country, enlarge upon 
the Dignity of human Nature j and from this Topic 
derive very forcible Arguments, for a correfpondent 
Dignity both of Sentiment and Behaviour.—Upon 
what can thofe Principles of the antient Sages, and 
of our later Moralifts, be founded ? 

Jfp. Indeed, Theron, lam at a lofs to tell. If 
they have any Foundation, it is merely imaginary; 
not laid in Truth, nor confirmed by Experience.— 
According to my Apprehenfion, they invert the Or¬ 
der of Things. They take that for a Poflulatum , 
which ought to be ranked among the Defiderata\ 
and make an Axiom of a mere Figment. 

Had Man continued, as He was created j to aft 
according to Nature, and according to the Law of 
GOD, would have been one and the fame Thing. 
For which Reafon, We find no Precepts of Religion, 
no Delineation of Morality, given to Adam in Pa- 
radife. Becaufe, Religion and Morality were en¬ 
graven on his Heart: or rather, they refulted from 
the very Bent and Tendency of his perfeft Frame. 
—But fince the Fall, it is quite otherwife. 

Tber. Have not many of the antient Worthies been 
living Confutations of your Opinion l Wife Philofo¬ 
phers, judicious Lawgivers, and Ready Minifters of 
Juftice? Their Defires refined, their Affeftions be¬ 
nevolent, their whole Conduft upright. 

Afp. I cannot forbear wondering, that You (hould 
inftance in Lawgivers and Minifters of Juftice. 

4 Since 
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Since the very Inftitution of their Office prefuppofes 
the Depravity of Mankind. Was human Nature 
agitated by no irregular or vicious Inclinations, the 
Barrier of Laws would be as needlefs in civil So¬ 
cieties, as the vaft Banks of Holland are needlefs in 
our upland Counties. 

But this, You will fay, is a digreffive Obfervation. 
Your Queftion- requires a pofitive Anfwer. And it 
is eafy to anfwer, That the Painting is beyond the 
Life. If my Author has been too free with the dark , 
my Friend has been too lavilh of the glittering Co¬ 
lours.—Thofe famous Men might aim, perhaps, at 
the Excellency You defcribe. Not one of them 
came up to the Mark.—Or, fuppofe they did, this 
would not invalidate my Tenet. 

Ther. This not invalidate your Tenet! Then 
Demonftration carries no Convi&ion. 

AJp. Pray, who is your greateft Favourite, among 
all the renowned Perfons of Antiquity ? 

Ther. Socrates .—He ftands at the Head of the 
Clafs; and was, indifputably, the wifeft and the 
beft of the Heathen World. 

AJp. I think fo too.—Be pleafed, however, to 
recoiled the Story of the Phyjiogmmijl, who pre¬ 
tended to difcoverthe Difpofition of the Mind, by 
the Call of the Countenance, The Profeffor of 
this occult Science undertook, You know, to exer- 
cife his Skill upon Socrates ; and pronounced Him, 
after an Examination of his Features, lafcivious, 
paffionate, and morofe.—This Judgment, fo extra¬ 
vagantly wide of the Truth, was bringing a Storm 
of Ridicule and Refentment upon the poof Fortune¬ 
teller. When the ingenuous Philofopher interpofed, 
and owned the Defcription to be exa&ly true. That 
H 3 fueb 



II8 DIALOGUE XI, 

fucb was his natural Temper; and if his Conven¬ 
tion was of a different Turn, it was owing to the 
Aids of Philofophy.—So that, even in your moft 
finifhed * Charadter, there was no innate Dignity. 
All was adventitious. 

Ther. If Corruption was derived unto all Men 
from their Forcfather Adam ; methinks, all fhould 
be equally corrupt. But this is contrary to known 
Fadt. Some We fee naturally loving and lovely; 
gentle in their Manners; and fubjedt to no inordi- 
dinate Appetites. 

Afp. Some Perfons maybe of more gentle, or, if 
You pleafe, of lefs dijfolute Manners, than the Ge¬ 
nerality of other People. Thanks to a better Tem¬ 
perature 

* Though I love and admire the Character of Socrates, 
yet I cannot approve the whole of his Condudt. One 
Thing which gives me particular Offence is, the habitual 
Pra&ice of Swearing, which occurs in all his Conferences 
with his Pupils. Ma ror Ai«, Nn Ai’, or fome fuch Ap¬ 
peal to the DEITY is ufed, not only in every Dif- 
courfe, but almoll in every Page; and that upon the 
moft unnecejfary Occafions .—1 have often wondered, that 
fo polite a Writer as Xenophon, Ihouid admit this flagrant 
Impropriety into his Dialogues. Which, befides its irre¬ 
ligious Air, is fomewhat like the Crambe repetita ; and 
recurs, and recurs, and recurs, till it is really tirefome. 
But much more l wonder, that his excellent Mailer, 
Ihouid fuffer the San&ion of an Oath, to become fo tri¬ 
vial ; and make the Honour of his Jupiter, fo cheap. 

This proves the deplorable Blindneft of human Reafon; 
which could miltake lb notorious a Profanation of the 
Divine Name, for a genteel Embellilhment of Speech— 
It fhews Us, likewife, our extreme Need of that revealed 
Law, which, among other refined Precepts, unknown to 
the Religion of Nature, enjoins ; Above all Things,/wear 
not —And Thou Jba.lt not take the Name of the LOkD thy 
GOD in vain. { 
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perature of their Conftitution, or a more watchful 
Care in their Education.—Politenefs may mimick 
Charity, or line Breeding may perforate Humility. 
One vile Affedion may check another, or a Senfe of 
Decency may hold Curb upon all.—But lhew me the 
unregenerate Man, who is fubjed to no inordinate 
Appetites. When the very beft unregenerate Man, 
that ever lived, acknowledges concerning Himfelf; 
Sin, original Corruption, wrought in me all Manner 
of Concupifcence *. And even the Stoic Philofopher 
cannot but confefs, Omnia in Omnibus Vitia funt f. 

Ther. Have We not often obferved heroic Cou¬ 
rage, and a Generofity of Spirit, where the Educa¬ 
tion has been none of the ftrideft ? To what can 
we afcribe thefe laudable Qualities, but to the innate 
Virtue and Noblenefs of the Temper, working with¬ 
out any auxiliary Succours ? 

Afp. Virtue, Ther on, is a complete Aflemblage, not 
fome disjointed Shreds, of laudable Qualities. Thofe 
You mention, if not accompanied with the whole 
Circle of amiable Accomplilhments, are no more to 
be called Virtue; than two or three fcattered Frag¬ 
ments of an Edifice, are to be honoured with the 
Appellation of an Houfe.—How often are thofe very 
Perfons, with all their Fortitude, Slaves to ignoble 
Pleafures, or in Bondage to the bafeft Lulls. A 
moft infallible' Indication, that they have no uni¬ 
form Generofity, nor any real Courage.—Defire of 
Fame, may prompt to many fuch Ads, as dazzle 
the fuperficial Eye: which yet are far, very far 
from genuine Virtue. 

Ther. Do You then attribute the Grecian Polite- 
pefs and the high Roman Spirit, with all the gallant 
H 4 Adipps 

• Bom. vii. 8. f Sen. De Ben . Lib. iy. 
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Actions of their Heroes and their Generals to a 
Defire of Fame ? 

Jfp. There is Reafon to fufpe£t, that they derived 
their Origin from fome improper Motive. And no 
Motive was more artfully inftilled, or more aflidu- 
oufly cheriihed, than the Spirit of Ambition.—-View 
their Crowns, their Statues, their triumphal Solem¬ 
nities—Read their Orators, their Hiftorians, their 
Poets—The former were the School, the latter were 
the Majlers , to ihculcate this grand LeiTon. 

Let Us confider the Romans a little more attentive¬ 
ly ; and not amidft the Dregs of their Community, 
but in their very beft Ages; when thejr Republic 
fubfifted, and their Scipios flouriftied. Many great 
and fliining Deeds were undoubtedly performed. 
But did they fpring from a reverential Regard to the 
Supreme BEING; from Obedience to his Will 
or Zeal for his Honour ? 

If this Principle fhould be thought too refined, 
did they proceed from a Love to their Fellow-crea- 
%ures ? In cafe, neither of thefe Motives * aftuated 
their Conduit, it can never be placed to the Ac¬ 
count of Virtue.—Had Benevolence been their lead¬ 
ing Principle, why fuch Inhumanity to Carthage f 
Why muft that opulent City be laid in Afhes, and 

her 

• A Zeal for the Honour of GOD, and a Concern 
for the Good of our Fellow-creatures, are the true Sources 
of Virtue, i Cor. x. 24, 31. When our Aftions flow not 
from thefe Principles, Reafon will put a £>uerj upon them, 
and Revelation will expunge them from the Lilt of Vir¬ 
tues.—They may be fpecious in themfelves; they may 
be coftly to the Performer; they may even be ferviceable 
to Others. But can no more deferve the Title of Virtue,, 
than the A&ivity of our Sun-fire Officers, in extinguilh- 
ing the Flames on fome infured Houfe, can merit the 
Name of Charity. 
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her numerous Citizens be put to the Sword ? Were 
they Enemies to Mankind, or a Nuifance in the 
World ? You well know, that they were only too 
induftrious, and too powerful. By which Means, 
they would be in a Condition, to eclipfe the Mag¬ 
nificence of the Roman Name, and difpute the Prize 
of Sovereignty with the Roman State. For this 
Crime—a Crime in Ambition’s Eye, abfolutely in- 
excufable-—even Cato's upright Soul, (hall doom 
them to utter Deftruftion ; and Scipio' s gentle Hand, 
{hall execute the horrid Decree. 

Is this Virtue ? Does Virtue ravage Countries, 
from the mere Wantonnefs of Pride, or Luft of Pre¬ 
eminence ? Does Virtue deftroy Millions of Lives, 
only to aggrandize a particular People, or extend the 
Dominion of fome favourite Empire ? If this were 
Virtue, Brutus thought too honourably of her Cha¬ 
racter when he termed Her an empty Name. —I am 
fure, my Tberon has jufter Notions of Things. He 
need not be informed, that true Virtue, far from per- 
fonating the rapacious Harpy, a£b as a Father to 
Others, as a Father to all. And, like HIM, 
who is both its Pattern and its Author, goes about 
doing Good. 

Ther. The moft elegant Cane, if plunged into 
yonder Bafon, while the Waters are curled by the 
Breeze, will appear both crooked and coarfe. I 
cannot but think, the Accufers of human Nature 
examine her State with a prejudiced Understanding. 
Which has the fajne perverfe Effe& upon their Judg¬ 
ment, as thofe ruffled Waves have upon the Sight. 
■—Or elfe, they contemplate her Condition with a 
melancholy Mindj which, like a jaundiced Eye, gives 

every 
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every Object a diffempered Afpe£t; darkens the 
chearful; cbfcolours the beautiful; and hangs even 
the Sun in Mourning. 

Rather let this be the Comparifon, to illuf- 
trate our Point.—View the meaneft Piece of Earth, 
through the Prifmatic Glafs; and it will appear, not 
beautiful only, but perfectly fplendid. Remove the 
delufory Medium, and all the fophifticated Finery 
vanilhes. The Indigo, the Orange, the Violet are 
gone : and leave nothing to be feen, but a rude 
unornamented Lump of Clay.—So, if We confider 
human Nature, according to the partial Reprefen- 
tations of Self-love; or contemplate it, in the flat¬ 
ter ittg Mirrour of fome popular Writings; it may 
feem regular, holy, excellent. But, if We behold 
it under the Light, the unerring Light of Revela¬ 
tion, its fanfied Charms difappear ; it ffands clothed 
with Deformity ; and is a’Speftaele of Commifcra- 
tion, if not of Horrour. 

Ther, What Reafon have You to father fuch a 
Notion upon tne facred Writings ?—The facred 
Writings inform Us, that Man was made after the 
Image of GOD. This, fure, could not be fo dif— 
honourable and depraved a Pattern, as your Difcourfe 
would infmuate. 

Jfp. Far, very far from a diflionourable Pattern! 
The Image of GOD is the confumrnatt Standard of 
all Perfection.—In Conformity to this admirable 
Exemplar, our firft Parents were created; and in 
this admirable Condition they continued, till by 
Tranfgreffion they fell. Fell from the moft holy 
and happy State, into Guilt, Condemnation, and 
Ruin.—Therefore, when this fatal Cataftrophe had 
taken place, the facred Hiftorian varies his Style; 

and 
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i*3 

and with a remarkable Peculiarity, as well as Pro¬ 
priety of Speech, fays, Adam begat a San in bis own*, 
not in the D1V1N E, Likenefs. That every Rea¬ 
der may advert to this melancholy, but important 
Truth ; it is marked more ftrongly ftill j it is en¬ 
forced by a very emphatical Repetition. After bis 
awn Image f, now fallen and corrupted; and there¬ 
fore contradiftinguilhed to the Image of GOD, 
mentioned in a preceding Verfe. Which Expref- 
fions are evidently intended, to denote the Differ¬ 
ence between the State, in which Adam was created, 
and Seth was begotten. 

Ther. Pray, let me hav? a fuccinft, but full Ac¬ 
count of this tragical Story. Since all your ortho¬ 
dox Divines lay fuch a mighty Sticfs upon the Doc¬ 
trine of the Fall. 

Afp. GOD, having formed the human Body out 
of the Ground, animated the Structure with a living 
Soul; and tranferibed upon this Soul the Image of 
his blefled SELF. All was Light in the Under- 
ftanding; all was Re&itude in the Will j and no¬ 
thing but Harmony in the Affedlions.—Man, thus 
endowed, was placed in the delightful Garden of 
Eden ; and furnifhed with every Accommodation, 
which was neceffary to fupport his Being, or de- 
firable to gratify his Senfes.—He was conftituted 
Lord of this lower Creation, and, amidft number- 
lefs Indulgences, received only one — eafy—negative 
Command— not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of 

Good and Evil _From this He was to abftain, as a 

Pledge 

• This is affirmed, not of Cain, but of Seth, the moft 
excellent of Adam’s Children, and Father of the holy 
?eed. 


f waVxa imoia Gen. v. 3. 
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Pledge of his Subjection, and as an Exercife of his 
Obedience. Biifs and Immortality were to be the 
Reward of Duty; Mifery and Death the Punifh- 
ment of Difobedience. In the Day Thou eatejl thereof 
Thou J,halt furely die *, was the Sanction of the di¬ 
vine Law. 

How equitable! How gracious the Terms ! Yet, 
neither the Goodnefs of GOD, could induce Him 
to keep them; nor the Authority of GOD, deter 
Him from breaking them.—Unreafonably difcon- 
tented even with fuch advantageous Circumftances, 
and prefumptuoufly afpiring to be like the M O S T 
HIGH, He hearkened to the Suggeftions of the 
evil Spirit.—In a Word; He violated the Precept, 
and incurred the Penalty. GOD was juft, and 
Man was undone. He loft his Uprightnefs + ; be¬ 
came fubjefl to Mortality; and, as the nervous Ori¬ 
ginal exprefic' it. Died the Death. 

Ther. True; He became fubje& to many bodily 
Infirmities, and to the Neceffity of final Diffolution. 
—But, what has this Sentence, or what have thefe 
Sufferings to do with your Notion of univerfal De¬ 
pravity in the Mind ? The Death, which the Al¬ 
mighty LEGISLATOR threatened, can be op- 
pofed only to the Life, which the Almighty CREA¬ 
TOR gave. 

Afp. Be it fo.—-The CREATOR gave, and 
Man poflefled a Life, incomparably more excellent, 
than that which the Pulfe imparts, or the Beafts en¬ 
joy. 

• Gen. ii. 17. 

4 .. . Innocence, that as a Veil 

. HadJhadow’d them from knowing III, was gone, 

Jufi Confidence, and native Rigbteovfnefs. 

Milt. Book IX. 1054. 
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joy. He pofleffed a divine Life. Which, according 
to the Definition of the Apoftle, confifted in Know - 
ledge , in Righteoufnefs , and true Holinefs *. This— 
which was the diftinguiihing Glory, and the fupreme 
Felicity of his Nature—this, alas ! was extind. 

His Underftanding, originally enlightened with 
Wifdom, was clouded and overwhelmed with Igno¬ 
rance.—His Heart, once filled with religious Vene¬ 
ration, and warmed with heavenly Love, became 
alienated from GOD, his MAKER.—His Paf- 
fions and Appetites, rational and regular before, 
ihoolc off the Government of Order and Reafon. 
The whole moral Frame was unhinged, disjointed, 
broken; or, in other Words, the Lift of GOD was 
departed from the Soul. 

Ther. What Caufe have You to fuppofe, that all 
this Mifery was either included in the Threatening, 
or introduced by the Fall ? 

Afp. The Ignorance of fallen Adam was palpable. 
Witnefs that abfurd Attempt, to hide Himfelf from 
the Eye of OMNISCIENCE f, among the 
Trees of the Garden.—His Averfion to the All-gra¬ 
cious GOD was equally plain. Otherwife, He 
would never have fled from hiS MAKER; but 
nfther have hailed, and on the Wings of Defire, 
into the Place of the divine Manifeflation. 

A ftrange Variety of diforderly Pajfiom J, were 
evidently predominant in his Breaft— Pride ; for He 

refufes 

• Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 10. This is what l/tofet calls. 
The Image of GOD. 

t nooijj uk at i») rulo attia ;; rot &tot, rot aratla%y wapeila, 
rot rot ^xtSatotla tmreoputot, rtp.ot xpvrrliaQcu tire%upti r; Chryf. 

t Milton, fpeaking of the unhappy Pair, and defcrib- 
|f»g the Confequences of their Fall, fays: 
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refufes to acknowledge his Guilt, though He cannot 
but own the Fa£t— Ingratitude ; for He obliquely up¬ 
braids the CREATOR with his Gift, as though 
it had been a Snare, rather than a Blefling; The 
Woman , whom Thou gaveji me—Want of natural 
AffeR'ton ; for He endeavours to caft all the Blame 
upon the weaker Veffel; and to acquit his obnoxi¬ 
ous Self, by impeaching the Wife of his Bofom.—- 
The female Criminal a£ts the lame unhumbled 
Part. She neither takes Shame to Herfelf; nor 
gives Glory to GOD; nor puts up a ftngle Pe¬ 
tition for Pardon. 

As all thefe Difafters enfued, upon the Breach of 
the Commandment; they furnilh Us, I think, with 
the beft Key to open the Meaning of the prohibitory 
San&ion. They prove, beyond any Argument, that 
fpiritual Death, and all its Confequences, were com¬ 
prehended in the Extent of the Threatening. 

Ther. How could one Adt of Difobedience pro¬ 
duce fuch deftru&ive Effects ? Erafe the fair Image 
of the GODHEAD; and Ramp the Monfter, 
Ramp the very Devil, in its Stead?—And fo /mail 
an A& of Difobedience too! 

4 p- 

-Nor only Tears 

Rain'd at their Eyes ; hut high Winds within 
Regan to rift ; high Pajftons, singer. Hate, 

Miftruft, Sufpicion, Difcord, and Jhook fore 
Their inward State of Mind ; calm Region once. 

And full of Peace ; now toft and turbulent f 
For, Underftanding rul'd not, and the Will 
Heard not her Lore ! But, in Subjefiion now 
To fenfual Appetite, who front beneath 
Ufurping, over fovereign Reafon claim'd 
Superior Sway . 

Book IX. tizt. 
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j 4 fp. The Prohibition-, if You pleafe, was fmall; 
not fo the Tranfgreffion. It was committed againft 
the cleareft Knowledge of Duty, and the ftroogeft 
Obligations to Obedience. It argued Ingratitude 
for the richeft Favours, and Unbelief of the moft 
folemn Declarations. It was an Adi of the moft 
horrid Preemption in the Creature, and of the moft 
impious Rebellion againft the C R E A T O R. 

As to the Smallnefs, or rather the gentle and be¬ 
nign Import of the Command, this aggravates, be¬ 
yond Meafure, the Crime of Difobedience. Allud¬ 
ing to the Words, once addrefied to the Syrian Ge¬ 
neral, we may juftly expoftulate—“ O thou Adam, 
“ if thy LORD had bid Thee do fome great 
“ Thing*; in Submiffion to his high Authority, 
“ and out of Gratitude for his unfpeakable Good- 
nefs, oughteft Thou not to have done it ? How 
“ much more, when He fays to Thee ?—Freely eat 
“ of all, except this fingle Tree. Thoufands , Tbou- 
“ fands of Honours, Privileges, and Gifts be thine; 
“ only one Acknowledgment of thy Subjection, 
“ mine. And that the eaftejl , which thy Heart can 
“ wiflb, or even thy Fancy conceive.” 

You afk, How could one Adt of Difobedience 
produce fuch deftruSive Effedts ?—I anfwer; The 
Reality of the Fadt, in numberlefs Inftances of ma¬ 
terial Nature, is plain to a Dcmonftration j while 
the Manner of Operation, remains an impenetrable 
Secret. Every Child perceives the former; Newton 
himfelf is at a lofs for the latter.—For which Rea- 
fon, I have always thought it better, to believe 
what GOD has taught, than attempt to explain, 
what GOD has concealed. Let us forego this 

curious. 


* 2 Kings v. 13. 
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curious, perhaps fruitlefs Enquiry; and fubftitute 
a Remark, which naturally arifes from the Subjeft, 
and may considerably edify our Minds. 

Ther. Edify! Is it poffible to render this disho¬ 
nourable and affliftive Notion edifying? Can any 
generous Fruit fpring from fuch a penurious Soil ? 

Afp. Sampfon , I believe, had no Expectation of 
finding any Thing valuable, in the Reliques of his 
Slain Lion. But, to his agreeable Difappointment, 
there was Honey in the Careafe *. If our Doftrine 
appear ghajlly as the One, it may yield a Benefit 
fweet as the Other. 

From hence we may learn (what, when rightly 
learnt, is more ferviceable, than all the Sciences) the 
extreme Malignity of Sin.—When Volcanos open their 
tremendous Jaws, and difgorge a fiery Inundation; 
they confine their Fury to a Angle Territory.—When 
Famine lifts her mildewed Hand, and deftroys the 
Supports of animal Life; She is content with ruin¬ 
ing a Kingdom or a Nation.—-When War drenches 
his Sword in Blood, or the Pejlilence impregnates the 
Air with Poifon; they alfo, even they obferve fome 
Limits, and never make the whole Compafs of Na¬ 
ture the Scene of their Ravages.—But Sin leveled 
its Blow at the whole human Race. Sin poured 
Contagion, and fpread Deftruftion, through all 
Countries, and all Ages. One fing/e Aft of Sin 
brought Confufion and a Curfe upon the material, 
and Miferies, infinite Millions of Miferies, on the 
rational World f.—How then Should We fear this 

moft 


• Judg. xiv. 8. 

f St. Cbryfojlom calls the firft Tranfgreffion, n ***k 
apofiut. Which is, in a Manner, translated 

by 
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. moft horrible and pernicious of all Evils! With 
what Carefulnefs guard againft its infidious Allure¬ 
ments ! With what Refolution fly from its killing 
Gareffes! 

Ther. I muft obferve Afpafto, that You take for 
granted, what remains to be proved. For, fup- 
pofmg your Account true, with regard to Adam ; 
yet, how does this affedt bis Children? Why muft 
all his Pofterity be contaminated, becaufe their Fore¬ 
father has played the Prodigal ? Such a heavy Charge 
againft the whole Body of Mankind will not be ad¬ 
mitted, without very cogent Proofs. 

Afp. The Proofs are cogent; perhaps irrefra¬ 
gable. 

Poetry, addreffing fallen Adam, is' very clear in 
her Depofition. 

. —T hey, who never touch'd 

Th’ excepted Tree , nor with the Snake confpir'd 
Nor finn’d thy Sin, yet from that Sin derive 
Corruption *. 

Reafon offers to turn Evidence in the Cafe. 
Reafon, in Concurrence with Revelation, demands; 
Who can bring a clean Thing out of an unclean f ? If 
the Fountain be polluted, how can the Streams be 
pure ? And if the Root is corrupt, ’tis impoffible to 
Vot. II. I con- 

by Milton ; who, fpeakmg of the lame tragical A 
fays 

- It 

Brought Death into the World, and all our Wot. • 

•Milton. f Job xiv. 4. 
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conceive, how the Branches fhould be found, or the 
Fruit good *. 

The fcriptural Teftimonies are almoft innumera¬ 
ble. They pour their Evidence from every Quar¬ 
ter ; and conftitute, not two or three only, but a 
whole Cloud of Witneffes.— GOD made Man up¬ 
right, fays'the royal Preacher. The human Nature 
in its primitive State, was all Regularity, and with¬ 
out any improper Bias. But, ever fince the firft 
Tranfgrelbon. Men have been inclined to Evil. 
And, in Confequence of this Depravity, they have 
fought out many Inventions +.—Don’t You obferve 
the very peculiar, and no lefs fignificant. Structure 
»f the Language? GOD made, not He makes. 
Alan, at his firft Creation ; not Men, in their fuc* 
ceflive Generations. Then He was wife and holy; 
now they are foolilh and depraved. Our Nature, 
as proceeding from a gracious CREATOR, was 
without Fault and without Defect; but as propa¬ 
gated from a fallen Parent, is unhappily altered. 
Fuimus Troes. 

Ther. I don’t deny, but Multitudes of People, 
feduced by bad Example, or betrayed by their own 
Inadvertency, have departed from the Rule of Duty. 

Have, 

* Milton has anticipated 7heron’t Objeftion; and, in 
■Afaw’s Soliloquy, very judicioufly folved it. 

-Ah! why Jhould all Mankind 
For one Man's Fault, thus guiltlefs be condemn’d, 

If guiltlefs f But from me what can proceed 

But all corrupt, both Body and Mind deprav'd i 

Not to do only, but to will the fame 

With me ! How can they acquitted ft and 

1st Sight of GOD ? Book X. Sza. 

t Ecclef. vii. 29. 
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Have, as the wife Man affirms, tried many foolilh 
Experiments to acquire Happinefs, and devifed as 
many idle Excufes for their Folly. ' But, this is no 
fuch irrefragable Proof, that their very Nature was 
depraved. It only implies, that, not taking proper 
heed to their Ways, they warped from their native 
Uprightnefs. As yonder Tulips, though perfe&ly 
beautiful at prefent, if not attended with the ne- 
ceflary Cultivation, will degenerate into homely 
Flowers; and, at length, be no better than tawdry 
Weeds. 

A/p. No, my Friend. Iniquity is not an adven¬ 
titious Thing, catched from Example, or contracted 
by Careleffnefs. Thefe may increafe, but thefe do 
not occafion, the moral Malady. A fmful Difpo- 
fition is early as our Being: is the very Mould, in 
which all our Faculties are call.— David bears very 
exprefs Teftimony to this humbling Truth. Be¬ 
hold! He fets his N. B. * upon the Paflage. ’Tis 
a fad, but certain Fa£t. Such as Ihould never de¬ 
part from my Memory, nor ever be omitted in my- 
Confeffions. I was jhapen in Wickednefs, and in Sin 
did my Mother conceive me f. As though he had faid 
—“Alas! LORD, this Crime, though extremely 
“ horrid, is but a little Part of my Guilt. I have 
I 2 “ not 

* I need not inform my Readers, that N. B. points 
out the fpecial Importance of a PaiTage, and is a Call 
for peculiar Attention- An Obfervation of another Kind 
may, perhaps, be more worthy of their Notice. That 
David fets not the diitinguifhing Mark upon his a&ual 
Tranfgreffions, but upon his original Sin. As that, 
which was the fatal Source of all; ihould caufe the 
deepeft Humiliation in Himfelf; and ihould be moil at¬ 
tentively regarded by the Reader. 

+ Pfal. li. 5. 
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** not only finned in Pra&ice, but I am totally and 
** univerfally corrupt in my very Nature.” 

This He acknowledges, not to extenuate his Of¬ 
fence, but to lay open his exceffive Vilenefs. And 
indeed it is not poffible, to form a right Judgment 
of Ourfelves, or to be duly humbled before GOD, 
unlefs We add the Depravation of our Nature to the 
Tranfgreffions of our Life. Juft as it impoffible 
to difcern, what monftrous and voracious Animals 
lie hid in the Ocean, if We only glance an Eye 
upon the Surface of the Waters. 

Ther. This, You know, was written by the royal 
Penitent, under the Pangs of a fevere Remorfe. 
Does not a Senfe of his enormous Iniquity, toge¬ 
ther with the Apprehenfion of divine Wrath, caufe 
his Hand to fhake, and lead Him to aggravate Fea¬ 
tures ?—Or, fuppofe it were true of the adulterous 
King, is it equally applicable to Others, who have 
efcaped fuch grofs Pollutions ? 

Afp. It is no exaggerating Draught, but a faithful 
Delineation: and exa&ly reprefents every Child of 
Adam.-— It was written with the utmoft Deliberation; 
and therefore is introduced with that Call for pecu¬ 
liar Attention, Behold! —And, though David was 
fcandaloufly criminal in his Intrigue with the Wife 
of Uriah ; yet, the general Tenour of his Life was 
not only irreproachable, but exemplary. Who fo 
zealous for the Houfe of GOD, or fo devoted an 
Admirer of the divine Word! His Heart was an 
Altar, ever flaming with heavenly Love j and his 
Tongue a Trumpet, to found the Praifes of JE¬ 
HOVAH through all Generations.—And if He 
had Rcafon to make this abating Confeffion j who 
4 is 
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is the Perfon, that can think Himfelf aggrieved, by 
Iharing in the Imputation ? 

One of our mod eminent Martyrs *, when He 
heard of any Malefactor, condemned to fuffer ah 
ignominious Death, ufed to lay his Hand upon his 
Bread, and fay—“ The Seeds of all thole Villanies, 
« which brought that unhappy Wretch to the Gib- 
“ bet, were fown Here. If they have not fprung 
“ up into the fame deteftable Deeds, unto divine 
“ Grace, unto divine Grace alone, be all the 
“ Glory!” 

Ther. Your Martyrs had honed Hearts, but not 
always the cleared Heads. I admire their Zeal, 
and.reverence their Memories. But I can no more 
receive their Opinion as an Oracle, than I can be 
perfuaded to worihip their Relics. 

Afp. I have no Intention to palm Popery on my 
Friend, nor any Delire to calumniate the human 
Species. If it be difingenuous and finful, to afperfe 
a particular Character; how much more unjuftifi- 
able, to traduce our Nature in general! 

My Account, dark and difguftful as it is, dands 
confirmed by a higher Authority, than any private 
Opinion. It is confirmed from an univerfal Survey 
of Mankind; taken by the Eye of the CREA¬ 
TOR Himfelf, and left upon Record in the Books 
of Revelation. The L ORD looked down from Hea¬ 
ven upon the Children of Men , to fee if there were Any 
that did underjiand, and feek after GOD,— What is 
the Refult of this grand Enquiry ? It mud, with¬ 
out all Peradventure, be infallibly true. Becaufe 
GOD’s InfpeCtion is too keen, to be eluded; and 
his Judgment too impartial, to be biafied* This is 
I 3 the 

* Mr. Bradford. ** 
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the Report, made by the infinitely wife OBSER¬ 
VER: They are all gone a fide, they are all together 
become filthy * ; there is None that doeth Good, no not 
One. t 

Thee. This, I apprehend, is the Character of thofe 
befitted Creatures, thofe moft egregious of all Fools, 
Who fay. There is no GOD. To them the Pfalm 
relates, and to them the abandoned Charafter is ap¬ 
propriated. They have it, if I may fo fpeak, Cum 
Privilegio. 

Afp. It is meant rather of practical, than of fpe- 
culative Atheifts ; who fay, if not explicitly with 
their Mouths, yet implicitly in their Hearts, There 
is no GOD. Who live, as if there was no ALL- 
SEEING EYE, to take Cognizance of their 
prefent Conduct; no Supreme JUDGE, to call 
them to a future Reckoning.—Now I dare appeal 
to Yourfelf, though perhaps the fondeft of Fathers, 
Whether this Inftance of Foolijhncfs, is not bound up 
in the Hearts of our Children -f • Nay, 1 dare appeal 

to 

* Pfal. xiv. 2, 3. The two original Words inV«J *)p 
are metaphorical Expreflions; taken from— Wines, that 
are become four —and Meats, that are in a State of Putre - 
fatlion. I believe it is impoffible to find Images, more 
ftrongly expreffive of a total Depravity, and of the ut- 
moft Degeneracy. Yet both thefe Images St. Paul has 
comprehended in one Word; it«p6 aojutut roi 1 Tim. 

¥»• 5 - 

■f- Prov. xxii. 15. Let None think, that b yFooliJhnefs 
the facred Writer means only thofe filly Tricks, which 
difcov.er. a Weaknefs of Underftanding in Children. So¬ 
lomon’s Fool is not the Idiot, but the Sinner ; and the Fol¬ 
ly, ftigmafized throughout the Proverbs, denotes, not a 
failure in t|ie intellectual, but in the religious and moral 
Character, 


The 
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to any unprejudiced Perfon: Whether it be not 
natural to Us all, both in Youth and Manhood, to 
forget our C R*E A T O R ? 

In this Cafe, Theron , there is no Monopoly. 
Your Right and mine, are too ftrongly eftablifhed 
by Experience, and too clearly expreffed in the pre¬ 
ceding Scripture, to admit of any Controverfy.— 
If there were Any, that underftood—They are all 
gone out of the Way—there is None , that docth 
Good—No, not One. —Could any Conveyancer in 
Europe have contrived a Form of Words, more 
fully to afcertain our unhappy Title ? 

Tber. There may be fome Texts in Scripture, 
which feem to countenance your Affertion. But 
thefe refer to the worft of Men, in the worft of 
Times. And can You, with any Juflice, afcribe 
the Properties of a few Reprobates to the whole 
Species ? 

Afp. This very Paflage, and others of a like Im¬ 
port, are adopted by St. Paul, and applied both to 
Jews and Gentiles ; with this profefled Defign, that 
every Mouth may be Jlopped, and all the World may 
be found guilty* before GOD. Which evinces, I 
I 4 fhould 

The Words, in this Paflage, are peculiarly forcible. 
Foolipnefs is in the Heart-, implanted in the veryNature; 
funkdeep into their,moft Faculties.—And not only funk 
deep, but adheres almoft infeparably: mtU'p is wrapt, 
tied, and bound: twines like the Ivy, and is rooted like 
the Oak. 

* Rom. iii. Ip. YwiTxtif ytrrlai, “ May become guilty,” 
does not fo exa&ly anfwer the Scope of the Context, nei¬ 
ther does it fo folidly eftabhlh the Apollle’s Argument, 
as “ may be found guiltybe fully convifted, and appa¬ 
rently liable to molt juft Condemnation.—Thofe Things, 
were written of Old, and were quoted by St. Paul, not 
to render Men criminal, but to prove them fo. 
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fliould think, beyond all Doubt, the Univetfality of 
its Extent. 

If to the Univerfality, We add the Antiquity of 
this Fadt, it will bear the two grand Chara&eriftics 
of Truth. Far from being a novel Opinion, it was 
received as a Maxim, in the early Age of Job. What 
is Man, that He Jhould pretend to be clean ? And He 
that is born of a Woman , that He Jhould prefume to 
be righteous? Righteous before the infinitely JUST 
and HOLY ONE! Behold! He putteth no Trujl 
in his Saints, though the moft exalted of all intelli¬ 
gent Beings. Tea, the Heavens, thofe brighteft 
Parts of the material Creation, are not clean in his 
Sight. How much more abominable and filthy is Man * ? 
TVho drinkcth Iniquity, though lothefome to GOD, 
and worfe than Poifon to his own Soul; yet drinketh 
it like Water j without any Hefitation or the leaft 
Fear, with an eager and profufe Delight. 

This, You will obferve, was alledged in a Dif- 
pute,' carried on with no fmall Vehemency. Yet is 
admitted, on all Hands, as unexceptionably true.— 
Be pleafed alfo to take Notice, That the Charge is 
not confined to fome very notorious Sinners, but is 
laid againft the whole Body of Mankind. Whatever 
Figure they may make, each in his own Conceit; 
they are all defcribed in the Word of GOD—as 
Beings, infatiably athirft after Evil—from Objects, 
Which We cannot endure to behold j or cannot be¬ 
hold 

* Job xv. 14, 15, 16. The immaculate Purity of the 
bleiled GOD, and the utter Depravity of fallen Man, 
are Points of fo great Importance in the fcriptural Syilem 
of Divinity, that they arc inculcated no lefs than thru 
Times, within the Compafs of this fingle Book. And by 
much the fame noble Contrail of linking Images. Chap. 
iv. 17, 18—xv. 14, 15, 16.—xxv. 4, 5, 6. 



DIALOGUE XI. 137 

hold without Abhorrence*.— Such is Man by Na¬ 
ture ! People muft have Eyes very different from 
mine, to difcern any Dignity in this Draught. 

Ther. As to innate Dignity, We will let it pafs. 
But this I muft infift upon, and feveral Writers of 
the firft Repute are on my Side—That We enter the 
Stage of Life, in a State of Indifftrmct either to 
Good or Evil—That the AftedHons are like a Ba¬ 
lance, nicely poifed, and preponderating neithef 
one Way nor the other.—The whole Soul, like a 
Sheet of fair Paper, is equally fufceptible of ftrait 
or crooked Lines; and will as readily receive die 
amiable Features of an Angel, as the hideous De¬ 
formity of a Devil. 

Afp. With regard to your firft Uluftration.—The 
Simile, I think, confutes the Sentiment. For, to 
be in Sufpenfe , whether We fhall love the LORD 
our GOD, the Giver of all Good, and the Source 
of all Perfedtion; this, furely, muft be condemned 
as an irreligious Temper.—This is a criminal Halt¬ 
ing between GOD and Baal. —A Neutrality, which 
is no better than Holtility. 

I fear, the Writers You mention, pay but little 
Deference to the infpired Volume. Our Efcutcheon 
is very differently blazoned, in that Office of fpiricual 
heraldry. A Tranfgreffbr from tht Womb f, is one 

of 

•The original Words are rtV«Ji sum—One is ufed 
•to fignify that aiminabh Practice, the Ez-.-pt.u.:f 

could not bear to view. Extd. viii. v;t, is. Hth. H> '>. 
yer. *6. Engl., Bib. — The other denote. phjea, too 
fyualid to be viewed without lothing. 

f lfai. xlviii. 8. A Truth fo apparent; and an 1 mi- 
able, that Seneca could not but difcern it, though lie was 
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of our hereditary Titles. Tranfgreffors We are, by 
ftrong internal Propenfity; even before We tranf- 
grefs, in outward Adt. 

Obferve the young Hawthorn Plants, which have 
unfolded their green Leaves, in yonder Nurfery; 
but have fcarce learned to fpread the gay BloiTom. 
Is there in thofe Plants an equal Aptitude, to pro¬ 
duce the lufcious juicy Grape, or their own coarfe 
and bulky Berry ? By no means. They will (un- 
lefs grafted with fome generous Cyon) certainly , 
univerfally , conjlantly bear the fame harfh Fruit, 
with their parent Tree.—So certainly will the hu¬ 
man Mind, if not renewed by the SPIRIT of 
CHRIST, branch out into ungodly Tempers, and 
bring forth wicked Practices. 

Tker. The Nobleman, mentioned by Xenophon *, 
when overcome by an alluring Temptation, dcvifed 
for his Excufe the Notion of two Souls; one, that 
inclined Him to Vice; another, that prompted Him 
to Virtue. This was a moderate Caricatura t, com¬ 
pared with my Friend’s. He will allow nothing re¬ 
gular or graceful in the human Heart.—You have 
metamorphofed the Mafter-piece of the Creation, 
into fuch a deformed Objedf; as may juftly render 
Him a Terror to Himfelf. Can there be a groffer 
Libel upon the CREATOR, or a greater Dif- 
couragement to our Fellow-creatures ? 

Jfp. 

an uninlightencd Heathen : could not but acknowledge it, 
attached as He was to the proud Stoic Se£t. Hac Condition 
nati fumus. Animalia obnoxianonpaucioribus Antati quam 
Corporis Morbis. Delta. Lib. 11 . c. 9. 

, * Cyropad. Lib. VI. 

t A Term ufed by the Italian Painters, to lignify a 
Refemblante horrid or ridiculous. 
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Jfp. If this be a deformed Piece, what will You 
call the following Defcription ? GOD faw tloat the 
IVickednef of Man was great upon the Earth ; and 
that every Imagination of the Thoughts of his Heart was 
only evil continually*. This, perhaps may be rec¬ 
koned a more monftrous Drawing ftill. Yet it came 
from that Hand, which painted the Canopy of the 
Skies, and touched all the Pictures of Nature into 
fuch inimitable Perfection. 

Pray, let us examine the moft diftinguifhing Fea¬ 
tures in this Draught.—Not barely the Works of his 
Hand, or the Words of his Tongue, but the Ima¬ 
ginations of his Heart, are evil. The Contagion 
has fpread itfelf through the inner Man. It has 
tainted the Scat of his Principles, and the Source of 
his ACtions f.—Is there not. You will fay, fome 
Mixture of Good ? No; they are only Evil. There 
is no hopeful Tendency. Not fo much as a little 
Leaven of Piety; that may have a Chance to dif- 
fufe itfelf, and meliorate the whole Lump.—But 
are there no lucid Intervals ? No happy Moments, 
when Virtue gains the Afcendency? None: He is 

only 


• Gen. vi. 5. 

+ The Original is very exaft in its Structure, as well 
as very emphatical in its Meaning.—aV The Heart, or 
grand Principle—misriD The Thoughts of the Heart, 
or the various Actings of that Principle—' is> The Ima¬ 
gination of the Thoughts, or the Produce and Refult of 
thofe Adlings; namely. Defires and Aft'eCtions, Counfels 
and Purpofes. Of which, not one, a few only, or the 
greateft Part, but all thefeare evil.—Somewhat like this, 
is St. Paul’s Analyiis of the intellectual Oeconomy; 

JwficuM. All which He reprefents, as in a State 
of Enmity again!!; CHR 1 ST. As Forts or Bulwarks, 
ereCted to maintain a Siege, againlt the Knowledge and 
Obedience of his Gofpel. 2 Cor. x. 5. 
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only evil eontinually. The Ufurpation of Sin is to¬ 
tal, and its Tyranny perpetual. 

What I have advanced, therefore, is no Libel 
upon the C R E A T O R’s Benignity. Becaufe, it is 
the very Echo of his own Determination.—Neither 
is it fo properly difeouraging, as humbling and 
alarming to our Fellow-creatures.— Humbling , to 
make Us fenfible of our Ruin ? Alarming , to make 
Us dtfirous of a Recovery. 

Ther. Is not the Defcription, which You have 
produced, peculiar to the Men of that wicked Ge¬ 
neration? Whofe Guilt was as unparalleled, as their 
Punilhment ? 

Afp. It is applicable both to them and their Suc- 
ceflors. The Wifdom of GOD repeats the Charge 
and fixes it upon the Race, which furvived the 
Flood*. The Depravity of human Nature con¬ 
tinued, nor could the Waters of an univerfal 
Deluge purge it away. So deep alas I is the 
Stain, and fo incorrigible the Virulency, of origi¬ 
nal Corruption ! that it will yield to nothing—to 
-nothing will it yield, but to the IVaJhing of Regent- 
■ration , and renewing of the HOLT GHOST +. 

Till 

'* Gen. viii. 21. Where, I think, the Particle *3 is 
ufed in the ad’verfuti've, not the caufal Signification; and 
fhould be rendered though , rather than for .— Where, it 
may be pleafing, if not fo dire&ly pertinent, to obferve; 
that the Forbearance of the righteous GOD, is aferibed 
to the great Atonement ; typefied by Noah’s Burnt-of- 
feiings, and fpecified by St. Paul in his Epiftle to the 
Epbefians ; who probably alludes to this PaiTage. The 
LORD frnelled a fweet Savour, and the LORD fetid 
in hit Heart, 1 will not again curfetbc Earth any more /hr 
Man’s Sake, though the Imagination of Man’s Heart be evil 
from bis Youth. See Eph. v. 2. 

f Tit. iii. 5. 
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Till this takes place, every Heart of Man mull 
wear the Prophet’s ftigmatizing Motto, Deceitful 
above ail Things , and defperately wicked. 

Ther. This Paflage, I am informed, is not rightly 
tranflated; efpecially in the lajl Expreffion. The 
Hebrew Original does not bear fo hard upon the 
human Character as the Englijh Verfion. 

Afp. You allow then, that the Heart is deceitful . 
And of this We have a glaring Proof, in the Con¬ 
duct of Haosael. He thought it impoffible, that He 
fhould ever perpetrate fuch horrid Barbarities, as the 
Prophet forefaw. Is thy Servant a Dog , that He 
Jpould do this great Thing*? Yes, Hazael ; how¬ 
ever Thou mayeft imagine Thyfelf gentle as a 
Lamb, thou art fierce as a Dog, and favage as a 
Tyger.—Which was moft terribly demonftrated by 
the Event f. 

Suppofe, we tranflate the other Word fomewhat 
more accurately. The little Alteration will be of 
lefs Service to your Caufe. In (lead of defperately 
wicked. You may, if You pleale, read deplorably dif- 
erdered %. This is the exad import of the I’hrafe.— 
It is a Metaphor, derived from a very di (tempered 
Body. In which, the whole Head is fiek, and the 
whole Heart faint. From the Crown of whofe Head , 

to 


• 2 Kings viii. 13. 

■j- This felf-fame Haxael, murdered his royal Matter, 
and ufurped the Throne of Syria; burnt the Cities of If- 
ratl, and flew their Inhabitants with the Sword ; daftied 
the Infants in Pieces, and ripped up the Women with 
Child. Thus cruelly did He narafs the 1 /raclites, till 
He cru(hed their Strength ; broke their Spirits; ruined 
their Nation j or, as the (acred Hiftorian fpeaks moft 
emphatically. He made them like the Dujl by Tbrejhing. 
a Kings xiii. 7. 

t Jer. xvii. 9. 
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to the Sole of whofe Feet, there is nothing but con- 
fuming Difeafe, and enfeebling Languors .The 
Rules of Civility, ’tis true, may fet a fpecious Var- 
nifli on the Converfation. But Until Grace, fanc- 
tifying Grace adminifters the Remedy, the mod 
civilized Heart will be only like the pale emaciated 
Cheek, that is poorly enlivened with Paint. 

Thcr. What fay the Writers of the New Tefta- 
ment ? Is not their Wav of thinking more liberal 
and benign ?—If human Nature wore fo hideous an 
Afpe&, under the legal Difpenfation; fince the 
Coming of our LORD, and the Publifhing of 
his Gofpel, One may expe& an improved and more 
pleafing Face of Things. 

jffp. Human Nature in every Period of Time, 
and under every Difpenfation of Religion, is dill 
the fame. It was the SPIRIT of"CHRIST, 
who indited the Old Teftament, and He cannot 
vary from Himfelf, in the Declarations of the 
New. 

I am very much inclined to believe. That all the 
bodily Difeafes, which our Divine PHYSICIAN 
healed, during his Abode on Earth, were fo many 
emblematical Reprefentations of fpiritual Diforders. 
Which, like certain Family Diftempcrs, may be faid 
to run in the Blood of all Mankind. Will you give 
me leave, Theron , to explain myfelf ? I don’t like to 
engrofs the Difcourfe. Yet I would willingly en¬ 
large upon this Subject. 

- Ther. By all means. The Laws of Argument, 
feparate from the Indulgences of Friend (hip, give 

yon 

• If at. i. 6. Agreeable to this Doftrinc, and confo- 
jUmt to this Metaphor, is the Confeffion of our Liturgy, 
There is no Health in Us,*' ** 
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you a warrant to urge, whatever may fupport your 
Caufe.—Befides, I (hall be gla d to hear your Sen¬ 
timents upon a Point fo curious. 

Jfp. The poor Leper , covered with noifome Sores, 
is the very picture of a polluted Sinner. Was the 
One, for his contagious Impurities, feparated from 
the Society of his Fellow-citizens ? So {hall the 
other, for his abominable Uncleannefs, be banifhed 
from the beatific Prefence: Unlefs He be cleanfed 
by the Blood, and juftified by the Righteoufnefs of 
JESUS. 

You pity the Condition of that unhappy Crea¬ 
ture, who Was born blind. His Eyes rolled, but 
rolled in vain, to find the dawning Ray. Such is the 
benighted State of the human Mind, till Almighty 
GOODNESS command the Scales of Igno¬ 
rance to fall off, and pour heavenly Day through 
all the intelle&ual Faculties. Then, and not till 
then, we begin to know the Holinefs, the Juftice, 
the adorable Excellencies of GOD.—We fee the 
fublime Purity of his Law, and the extreme De¬ 
pravity of our own Hearts.—We are brought ac¬ 
quainted with the tranfcendent Glories of our RE¬ 
DEEMER’S Perfon, and apprehend that mod 
comfortable Myftery of his Subftitution in our 
Stead. We difcern the ineffable Perfection of his 
Merits, and the divinely rich Freenefs of his Grace *. 
Truths, incomparably more delightful to the Soul, 

than 

• This and the preceding Particulars, are Leffons of 
the laft Importance in the Chriftian School. The Know¬ 
ledge of them deferves to be moftfolicitoufly fought, both 
by attentive Contemplation, and by earneft Prayer. For, 
to know them is to be truly <u>ije ; to he influenced by 
them; ii to be fubftantially happy. 
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than all the dele&able Scenes of Creation are to 
the Sight. 

The Paralytic’s enervated Limbs too truly repre¬ 
sent the Impotence of our Nature. Wa$ He unable 
to grind at a Mill; to run in a Race j or to turn 
Himfelf on His Bed ? So unable are We, to light 
the good Fight of Faith } to exercife the Graces of 
Chridianity; or even to turn Ourfelves unto GOD. 
—Do not you , my Friend, experience fomething of 
this Inability ? For my Part, I tnuft lay my Hand on 
my Bread, and daily, hourly confefs, “ The Paljy 
“ is Hire. Though not altogether dead in Sin 
«* (bleflld be CHRIS T JESUS , and his quicken- 
«* ing SPIRIT!) yet how languid is my Zeal, 
“ how enfeebled my Jnduftry, in the great Adair 
“ of everlafting Salvation!—I would fain believe, 
«* and with a full Affurance of Faitb, the Promifes 
“ of the unchangeable JEHOVAH. But limjv 
** often do I dagger through Unbelief!—I would 
“ fain love, and with the warmed Gratitude, my 
“ cver-merciful and mod beneficent GOD« But 
“ Oh! what Coldnefs benumbs my Affections !— 
“ I wifh to be humble in every Thought; hea- 
“ venly in all my Defires; and wholly refigned to 
“ the divine Will. But, alas ! nay Sufficiency for 
“ thefe Things, is like the Jiaccid Sinew, or the 
“ withered Arm.” 

.It would be endlcfs to particularize all the Mala¬ 
dies, which were emblems of our Mifery, and the 
Triumphs of our LORD’S Power. Let me only 
remark—That their Bodies were affii&ed with a Jingle 
Disorder; our Souls labour under a Complication of 
Ewb.—They felt their Affliction, and Were defiroufe 
importunately defirous, of Relief. We are, till 

awakened 
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Awakened from above, infenfible of our curfed State 
and our loft Condition. We add, alas! We add, 
to all our other Indifpofitions, a ftupifying Leth¬ 
argy, or an extravagant Delirium. 

Tber. Such allegorical Expofitions of Scripture 
are pretty enough. But, T prefume, You yourfelf 
cannot reckon them demonjlrative. For my own 
Part, I muft appeal from the Surmifes of Fancy, 
to the Verdidt of Reafon. ; 

Afp. I cannot think that the allegorical Senle, 
when foberly introduced, is unworthf'$ir Regard, 
or without its Weight. However, I ha^’e no De- 
fign to preclude your Appeal.—Will the avowed, 
■will the reiterated Decifton of an Apoftle, fatisf7 
my Friend, and be admitted as the Verdidt of Rea¬ 
fon?—St. Paul has declared of Himfelf; in mt % 
that is, in my Flejh , or unrenewed Nature, dwelleth 
nPGood* ; no good Temper, nor fo much as any 
gj&od Defire.—Elfewhere he affirms; That the car¬ 
nal Mind, or unregenerate Soul, is not fubjeSl to tht 
Law of GOD . Nay, is an Enemy, or rather En¬ 
mity itfelf f—againft what ?—Againft Sin ? That 
were a noble Antipathy. —Againft the World? 
That were a laudable Difaffe&ion.—No; but 
againft GOD and his Law. Amazing Perverfe- 
nefs! To be Enmity againft GOD; who is 
•boundlefs Benignity, and confummate Goodnefs. 
Enmity againft his Law; which is the Tranfcript 
of his amiable Perfe&ions, and the faultlefs Model 
of all Virtue. 

Tber. This, I fuppofe, is the Charafter of Saul 
the Pharifet , not of Paul the Apoftle. Defcriptive 
•'Vo A. II. K of 


* Rom. vii. 18. 


■f Rom, via. 7. 
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of his Condition, when He was ** a Blafphemer, 
“ a Perfecutor, and injurious.” 

Afp. It relates not to Himfelf alone, but is appli¬ 
cable to All, who continue in a State of Nature.— 
The blefled AUTHOR of our Being, Ipeaking 
of Mankind in general, fays; That He is even 
Flejb*: mere Flelh, altogether Flelh, his very Soul, 
and all its Powers, are wholly cnflaved to flefhly 
Appetites.—The beneficent RESTORER of 
our Happinefs, pronounces the fame Sentence, in 
the very fame Words: That which is lorn of the 
Flcjh , is Flejh The Faculties, which Men re¬ 
ceive by their natural Birth, have a vitiated Tafte, 
and a carnal Bias. They reliih not the refined, 
the heavenly, the godlike. They incline only to 
felfilh Aims, and groveling Perfuits.—Our SAVI¬ 
OUR reinculcates the Admonition, and illuftrates 
it by a very remarkable Allufion. You cannot for¬ 
get his Anfwer to a procraftinating Difciple; Let the 
Dead bury their Dead J : Intimating, that as many 
as are unfanSified by the HOLY GHOST, 
though policffed of an animal, are deftitute of the 

divine 

* Gen. vi. 3. The Word Flejh, by which the All-wife 
CREATOR charafteiizes Man, fignilies, in the facred 
Writings, whatever is dijhonourable in itfelf; provoking to 
GOD; or introdu&ory to the Ruin of Man. The 
Works of the Flejh, are a Compendium of all Iniquity, 
Gal. v. 19, so, 21. — "Vo walk after the Flejb, is the very 
Reverfe of walking in the SPIRIT ; diametrically op- 
pofite to the divine Law and true Holinefs, Rom. viii. 4. 
—To be carnally minded, or to have the Influence, the 
Savour, the Reliih of the Flelh, (fyon/sa Cap*®-) predomi¬ 
nant in our Minds, is the fpiritual Death of the Soul; 
and a Prefage of eternal Death, both in Body and Soul. 
Rem. viii. 6. 

+ John iii. 6. 


% Matt. viii. 22. 
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divine Life. Are no more able to perform any fpi- 
ritual and holy Duty, than a pale Corpfe in the 
Coffin, or dry Bones in the CharneLhoufe, are 
qualified to tranfadl any fecular Bufinefs. 

St. Paul fets the Seal of Heaven tp this moment* 
ous 1'ruth, in various Paflagcs of his Epiftles. From 
a Multitude let me feledt one, and recommend it to 
your ferious Confideration. Tou y that were Jometime 
alienated and Enemies: the ColoJJians y and all Man* 
kind, were alienated from the living GQD; had 
no true Knowledge of Him; and, what is worfe, 
had no fjncere Defire after Him. Nay; they were 
not only Strangers but Enemies; in a State of Hof* 
tility to his holy Nature and heavenly Will.—What 
can exprefs a greater Degeneracy ? Nothing, unlefs 
it be the following Claufe; by a Mind intent upon 
l aided Works *. A Mind, not only averfe from 
all Good, but paffionatelv prone to all Evil, 

Tber. A few picked PalTages, of a figurative Im¬ 
port, and artfully cogged by fome dextrous Inter-' 
prctation, may feem to fupport your Caufe, 

AJp. Ah ! Tberon , there is no need to ufe Sleight 
of Hand. He that runs may read this Do&rine irj 
the facred Authors. It is interwoven with the whole 
Series of their hijlorical, and makes a profefled Part 
of their practical Wrrtings. 

K i What 

• Celojf. i. 2 J. Tri itamu «> nets ton memfotf, Mentt 

malts Openbus intenta. A very difeerning critic would 
thus point, and thus tranflate the Words. For which 
Alteration, He alfigns the following Reafon ; Mens enim 
Jicitur eile in ea Re, quartsfensper eogi/at, ad quarts Cupidine 
ferturlA inclines/ur. Davenavt in loc.—Let the Words 
he pointed and iranllated, either in this or the received 
Manner, they fpeak the Language, aad confirm the Sea. 
timents, of (Ms whole Dialogue, 
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What is more common with the infpired Penmen, 
than to exprefs a profligate Courfe of Life, by follow¬ 
ing our own Imaginations , and walking in our own 
Ways ? When Immorality and Licentioufnefs were 
predominant in Ifrael ; knew no Reftraints, and kept 
no Bounds; how does the unerring Hiftorian de- 
fcribe this horrible State of Things ? Every One did 
that which was right in his own Eyes *. Nothing 
can more ftrongly imply the extreme Depravity of 
Mankind, than fuch a Phrafeology. Which makes 
it one and the fame Thing, to purfue our natural 
Inclinations, and to aft the abandoned Sinner. 

St. Jude cannot write a few Lines, but He muft 
touch upon this Subjeft; muft teach this humbling 
Leflon. Senfual f. He fays, not having the S PIR IT. 
According to his Eftimatc, not to be aftuated by the 
Power of Grace, is to remain under the Dominion 
of Senfuality. If We may credit this Ambafiador 
of CHRIST, every Man, while unrenewed by 
the Divine SPIRIT, is governed by Flefh and 
Senfe. Can any Man then pretend to be originally 
free from the ignoble Influence of Corruption ? 

St. Paul exempts not Himfelf, no, nor any of the 
higheft Saints, from the opprobrious Charge: We 
all walked according to the Defires of the flejh and of 
the Mind. Which Defires in Us, as well as in the 
idolatrous Heathens , were bafe, fordid, and con¬ 
taminating. 

• Judg. xvii. 6.— tee alfo Pfal. lxxxi. 12. Ecclef. xi. 9. 
Afts xiv. >6. 

4 Jude 19. The original Expreflion is not C«p*ixo{. 
but Which denotes, what fome People reckon 

the Glory of our Nature, the rational Soul. Yetthofe 
Perfons, who have no higher a Principle, are with all 
their Accomplifhments and Improvements, the very Re¬ 
verie of miu/tdltK ot, fpiritual. 
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taminating. Infomuch that We, who are fews by 
Birth ; who are Sons of G OD, by our new Birth ; 
even We were, by Nature , the Children of fVratb *; 
Creatures, in whom GOD could take no Plea- 
fure, and againfl whom his Wrath was revealed 
from Heaven. If fo, then, doubtlcfs, fubjed to 
Depravity, and chargeable with Sin, 

Ther. What fays St. fames? You have fupprefled, 
and I had almoft forgot, his Teftimony; though it 
is fo very pertinent to my Purpofe, and fo very ex¬ 
plicit in my Favour. Men, who are made after the 
Similitude of G O D. —The Similitude of GOD 
fignifies, in the facred Books, thofe moral Endow¬ 
ments, which diltinguifli the Pofleflor both from the 
Brute and the Devil. And if Men are made after 
this Image ; if they are created with thefe Endow¬ 
ments; where is your Dodrine of original Sin? 

Jfp. I began to flatter myl'elf, that your Objections 
were exhaulted. But ftnee I am ntiflaken in this 
Particular, furely it muft be as great a Miftake to 
imagine, that our Apoflle would maintain an Opi¬ 
nion, fo repugnant to the aforementioned Texts, and 
fo contrary to univerfal Obfervation.—Do not You 
perceive the very Reverfe true, with regard to your 
own Children ? Why do You addrefs them with fuch 
tender Entreaties; with fuch warm Exhortations; 
fuch repeated Arguments ? Why do you allure them 
to Duty by Promifes, and deter them from Tranf- 
grelEon by Threatenings ? Is all this Regimen, all 
this Difcipline, neceflary for Creatures, that bear 
the holy Image of GOD ? 

K 3 They 

* Epb. ii. 3. Hoc uno Loco, fays Bek a, quafi Fulmine, 
tot us Homo, quant us quant us tfi, prof emit ur. Neque enint 
Naturam dicit lxfstm, fed mortuam, per Pec cat urn ; idtoquq 
Irse ohnoxiam. 
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They made after the Similitude of GOD /—Then 
they have no need of the renewing Influences of the 
HOLY GHOST, in cafe they live; and no 
need of the Atonement of CHRIST'S Blood, in 
cafe they die. Would fames the LORD’S Brother, 
affert fuch an egregious Error, as not only oppofea 
a Angle Article, but undermines the whole Conftitu- 
tion of Chriftianity ? Sets afide the Sanctification of 
the Diwne SPIRIT, and the Propitiation of the 
REDEEMER’S Death ?—Impoffible for Him 
to aflert! Impoilible, I ihould think, for Us to 
fuppofe! 

St. fames fpeaks of a Fa£t that is paji : fpeaks of 
Men collectively, as they were all included in their 
firlt Parent. The PafTage, I apprehend, fhould be 
tranflated, not, Men that are-, but, Men that were* 
created; whofe human Nature was formed.—The 
Scripture confiders Adam, as the common Parent of 
Us all: nay more, confiders Us all as exifting in 
Our great Progenitor. Which is fo far from over¬ 
throwing, that it eftablifhes, the Point in Debate. 
For, if We were all created after the Similitude of 
GOD, in and with Adant\ it muft follow, that 
We all fell from our Conformity to GOD, in and 
with Adam . If fo — let me for once retort my 

Friend’s 

* Jam. iii. 9. That this is the precife Signification 
of the Paiticiplc 7eJo><fla;,^may be gathered from 1 Tim. 
V. 9. Where yjomia is tranflated having tee *; and 
jnult necefl'arily refer, not to the prtftnt , but to the paji 
Condition Of the Widow.—We have a fmiilar Manner of 
ExpreiTron and Reprefetttation, 1 Cor. xi. 8. Which 
PaiTage tnoft evidently deferibes, not the fucceflive Pro¬ 
duction, but the firft Creation of the human Species.— 
All this exaftly accords with the divine Declaration, In, 
the Image of GOD made He Man. ntnjt norm 5 •»«wn 
fays the Septuagint j not mw; did make, not date make* 
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Friend’s Interrogatory—Where, or in whom, is 
not original Sin ? 

I am very fure, this Do&rine runs through our 
Liturgy ; is an effential Part of our Articles ; and 
nioft flrongly delineated in our Homilies . Shall I 
produce fome of thofe Teftimonies; which are as 
clear, as they are copious ? 

Tber. No more of your Teftimonies, good Afpa- 
fio. Inform me rather, what Advantage can'accrue 
from your inculcating, or my adopting fuch a Doe- 
trine. Suppofe, it were undeniably true; difagree- 
able Truths, like difagreeable Objects, fhould be 
configned over to Obfcurity, not obtruded upon our 
View.—On fuch an Occafion, the Reply of Ihemif- 
tocles fhould be mine. One of the Literati of Greece , 
offered to communicate an elaborate and curious In¬ 
vention. By means of which, his Memory fhould 
be fo wonderfully ftrengthened, as to retain what¬ 
ever He read or heard. “ My Friend, replied the 
“ Hero, You quite miftake the Way to ferve me. 
“ I want to learn the Art, not of remembering , but 
“ of forgetting." 

Afp. If to forget our Difeafe, were a likely Me¬ 
thod to rejlore our Health, I fhould readily concur 
in your Hero’s Way of Thinking. As this will 
hardly be allowed, I cannot but judge it more ad- 
vifeable, to give fome Attention to our Difeafe, that 
We may enquire after a Remedy. 

Tber. Where is this Remedy to be had ? 

Afp. Not on Earth, but from Heaven.—The 
Schools of Science cannot difeover it. The Courts 
of Kings are unable to procure it. The College of 
Phyficians know not how to prefpribe it. But the 
K 4. Gofpel 
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Gofpel of our Salvation prefcribes, prepares, ani 
difpenfes it. The Language of CHRIST in his 
holy Word is, / will bring her Health and Cure *. 
And the Beginning of our Cure is, to be fenfible 
of our Diforder. 

Hence We are taught to be humble. —To review 
the Catalogue of our a&ual Tranfgreffions, is a 
mortifying Employ. But that which lays the Soul 
in the lowed: Abafement, is the Conviction of in- 
bred Iniquity. This ftrikes at the Root of human 
Vanity, and cuts afunder the very Sinews of Self- 
conceit. A total L«fs of Righteoufnefs and true 
Holinefs; an utter Impotency to all Good, and an 
impetuous Propenfuy to all Evil ; thefe are not 
Vifitnnts , but f Inhabitants j congenial with our 
Frame, and ingrained in our Conftitution. Hovy 
then—O ! how can JVe be vain of our moral 
Beauty, who have fuch an hereditary Defilement 
and Deformity cleaving to all our Faculties? Surely, 
this muft banifh the Pbarifee from our Breaft, and 
jnfpire Us with the Sentiments of that fincer? 
J*enitent, Behold! I am vile J / Muft teach Us 
the Language of the abafhed Leper, Unclean! 
Unclean || / 

Tber. 1 fhould think, it would make Us melan- 
(holy, rather than humble. Serve no other Purpofe, 
than to introduce an afBiCtive Senfe of extreme 
Wretchednefs. 

4t- 

* Jer. xxxiii. 6 . 

f Accordingly, this Corruption is ftyled, not barely 
» pun, that which is at our Elbow. Rom. vii. 21. 

* nnriftfxV, that which eajily furrouneit Us. Heb. xii. |. 
but » (itxurx, that which dwelleth in Us. Rom. vii. and 

* that which, like a ftrong Man armed, 
btefttb Garri/on in our Souls. Luke xi. 21. 

J job xl. 4. || Lev. xiii. 45. 
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Afp. Did We intend to reft Here, your Appre- 
henfions would be juft. But We urge the DoCtrims 
of original Corruption, as a Preparative for the Re¬ 
demption of CHRIST. 

It is obfervable, that very Few applied to the 
blefted JESUS in the Days of his Flefti, but the 
Sons and Daughters of Affliction. The Levee of 
that PRINCE of Peace, was crouded by the 
Lame, the Blind, the Difeafed. Thefe, being fen- 
fible of Diftrefs, and longing for Relief, fell as hum¬ 
ble Supplicants at his Feet. While Others, who 
were firm in their Health, and gay in their Spirits, 
rejected Him with contemptuous Scorn.—When We 
perceive “ the Plague of our Heart,” and feel thofe 
worfe than ulcerous Sores, which overfpread our Na¬ 
ture; We alfo fliall ardently feek to the LORD 
tur Healer. When we find Ourftlves fubjeCt to the 
Curfe of the Law, in Bondage to the Tyranny of 
Satan, and liable to everlaftmg Damnation ; then 
the Divine PHYSICIAN, and the Divine RE¬ 
DEEMER will be precious indeed.—Whereas, 
if We remain infenfible of our Mifery, the Gofpel, 
which is faving Health to the contrite Soul, will be 
an unaffeCting Story to our Ears. We may hear 
it. We may read it, as an amufing Narrative; but 
fball not receive it, as a fovereign Remedy. 

Ther. Not receive the Gofpel, Afpafio! I hardly 
underftand what You mean. 1 often ftudy the Gof¬ 
pel ; I believe it to be a divine Revelation; and 
endeavour to follow its Directions.—I look upon 
it, as containing the moft refined Syftem of Mo¬ 
rality; as enforcing every Virtue, by the ftrongeft 
Motives; and recommending all, by the » oft per- 
felt Example, 
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. Afp. To which You flaould add—as revealing 
that great MEDIATOR, who has fulfilled all 
Righteoufnefs, to effedt our Juftification ; who has 
alfo the Fulnefs of the SPIRIT, to accomplilh 
our Regeneration. Otherwife, what You mention, 
is infinitely (hort of the Gofpel .—It brings no glad 
Tidings to fallen Creatures. It adminifters no Suc¬ 
cours to ruined Sinners. It Ls like writing a correct 
Copy for the Blind; or fetting a laborious Talk to 
the Difabled. Which would rather be an Infult on 
their Impotence, than a Relief of their Dill refs. 

The firft Particular I wave at prefent. Only let 
me afk your Opinion of the lafl; which is a grand 
Do&rine, and a very diffinguifhing Privilege of the 
Gofpel. I mean the Dodlrine and the Privilege of 
fpiritual Regeneration. Exclufive of which, all your 
Endeavours to poflefs Virtue and praftife Morality, 
will be no better than Endeavours, to fly without 
Wings, or to run without Feet. 

While unimprefled with a Senfe of our original 
Depravity, We (hall probably fit down contented 
with fome fupcrficial Reformation, and not afpirc 
after a Renewal of the Heart. Civility will pafs for 
San&ity, and a temperate Difpofition for a gracious 
Habit.—Why is the New Birth, why are all the 
faving Operations of the blefled SPIRIT, difre- 
'garded by fome, deiided by Others? Becaufe, thefe 
Perfons are infenfihlc of their titter Inability to all 
Good, and of their abje£l Slavery to all Evil. 
Therefore, they fee no Reafon for this divine 
Agency, or for that universal Change. 

You alfo, my dear Friend, while unacquainted 
with your natural Corruption, cannot apprehend 
tither the Reai'onablenefs or the Neceflity, of being 

received 
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ftntUied rn the Spirit of your Mind*. But when Ex» 
pericnce has taught You the former, You will want 
no Arguments to convince You of the latter.—Can 1 
Creatines, who are blind in their Undcrftandingff, 
difcern the Things which belong to their eternal 
Peace?—Can Creatures, who are dead in Sin, ex- 
ercil'c the Gtaces, or diicharge the Duties, of a 
Chriltian Life?—Can Creatures, whole Hearts arc 
at Enmity againft GOD, either delight to do his 
Will Here, or be meet for his beatific Prefeuce 
Hereafter ? 

Under the Influence of fuch Conviiftions, that 
New Birth, which the Gofpel of CHRIST pro- 
miics, which the SPIRIT of GOD produces, 
will j-pcar as neceflary for your State, and be as 
welcome to your Soul, as thefe gentle Dews are 
neceflary for the languifhing Herbs, and welcome 
to the thirfty Soil. 

Thcr. The Dews, though refrefhing to the Flow¬ 
ers, may be too chilly for our Conftitutions. And 
fee ! The Star of Evening, by proclaiming the Ap¬ 
proach of Night, has given Us a Warning to quit 
our Arbour..—Some other Time We muft refume 
this Enquiry. For I am by no means fatisfied, 
that your Theory agrees with Experience. 

/}fp. I fear, I have already kept You out too 
long. Let me juft obferve, as We go in—That 
the Doctrine, however difagreeable in itfelf, is con¬ 
duced to an advantageous Iflue. It is produ£tive of 
a much more fubftantial Confolation, than Hiftory 
afligns to the great, but exiled Marius. When he 
fled, with his ruined Circumftances, to linger out 
the poor Remains of Life among the Ruins of Car - 

thage, 


* Eph. iv. 23, 
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thagty what was his chief Support? “ Content- 
** plating, fays my Author, that famous City in 
** the Dud, He was the lefs affli&ed with his own 
** Downfal*.” 

We have not been put off with fuch cold Com¬ 
forts, fuch negative Benefits. The Belief of origi¬ 
nal Sin has a Tendency—To make Us bumble —To 
fhew Us our Need of CHRIST —To create in 
Us a Hunger and Third after the renewing Influ¬ 
ences of his SPIRIT, and the judifying Merit 
of his Righteoufnefs,—So that it mud be owing to 
our own Perverfenefs, or our own Negligence, if 
We do not levy a Tax upon our LoJ,i, and rife even 
by our Fall. 

• Iutpem Fit am in Tugurio Ruinarum Carthaginenjium 
toleravit: cam Marius afficiens Carihaginem, ilia intuent 
Mariam, alter alteri fojfent ejfe Solatio. 

Veil. Patekc. 
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T HE Sun was fiercely bright, and the Sky 
without a Cloud,—Not a Breath fanned 
the Woods; not a Gale curled the 
Stream.—The Fields, expofed to all the fiery Beams, 
were like a glowing Hearth.—The little Birds, 
•vercome by the potent Influence, loft for a while 
their tuneful Notes. Nothing was heard in the 
Garden, but the drowfy Hum of Bees, and the 
Moan-like Buz of winged Infers.—All Nature 
feemed to languijh. The flourilhing Meads looked 
fickly; the gayeft Bloffoms began to fade; the 
fprightlieft Animals, if not repofed under fome cooling 
Shelter, panted for Breath, and hung their drooping 
Heads, amidft the all-furrounding Blaze and the 
unfufFerable Heat. 

Afpafio difappeared fince Dinner. None could 
tell, whither He was gone.— 7 'heron, as foon as the 
Tea-Equipage was removed, took his Way to the 
Wood. Longing for the thickeft Shade, He haf- 
tened to the Center. The Avenue confifted of a 
ferpentine Walk. Which, after having prefented 
You with feveral Species of Plants, and fevcral 

Degrees 
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Degrees of Verdure, ends in a large circular Area: 
not covered with a Grecian or Homan Temple, un- 
meaning Imitation of Pagan Idolatry: but fur- 
rounded with aged and princel" Oaks. The Coali¬ 
tion of whofe Branches, threw over the grafi’y Plat a 
majeftic rural Dome; and their unpierced Foliage, 
imbrowned the Noon-tide Homs. 

In the Midft, and elevated on a fquare Bafc, was 
a Statue reprefenting the venerable Elijah —in a i’of- 
ture of Worfliip—with his Hands ftretched out, and 
Eyes lifted up to Heaven. His Attitude, his Air, 
his every Feature, were a moil lively Comment on 
thofe ftrong energetic Fxpreflions of Scripture; 
take hold on G OD *; wreftle with the ALM l G H- 
TY\ ; pour out your Hearts before H 1 M%. —On 
one Side of the Pedeftal, were engraven the Pricfts 
of Baal-, in frantic Emotions calling upon their 
fcnfelefs Deity, and gafhing themfelves with un¬ 
availing Wounds.—On the other, was exhibited, in 
Bafib-relievo, the adoring Tijbbite'i Altai ; his Vic¬ 
tim burning with Fire from the LORD, even 
while the Water ran from every Limb, and over- 
fiowed'the Trench below. 

A remote Cafcade tumbled from a craggy Rock. 
The very Stream, like its Mafter, feemed in hafte 
to efcape from the intenfe and raging Heat. With 
Hurry and impetuofity, it rufhed into this gTand Ar¬ 
bour. But here, imprefTed, as it were, with the un¬ 
expected Solemnity of the Scene, it fuddenly checked, 
the tumultuous Wave. And, having juft faluted, 
or kifled the Skirts of this revered Spot, turned afide 
into a more fequeftered Path. As fome heedleft 

Tuifter, 

• Ifsii. lxiv. 7 . 

♦ Coloff. IV. I*. «» T*H 

T * t Pfal- 8* 
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Trifler, who bolts unawares into the royal Prefence, 
ftands ftruck with Reverence and Awe, or retires 
with Precipitance and Confufion. 

The deep Gloom, fhedding a Kind of Night, 
even when the Sun glared in the Sky—Not a Vvliif- 
per ftirring, among fo many Millions of Leaves; 
and all their warbling Natives huflied in Silence. 
The fonorous Toll of the diftant Cafcadt , and the 
tinkling Chime of the nearer Rill—The profound 
Adoration, and fervent Devotion, which lived in 
the Lineaments of the impaffioned Stone—All thefe 
Circumftances rendered the Place peculiarly penfzve 
and auguft. Not much unlike the antient Orato¬ 
ries *; where holy People withdrew from the giddy 

Ring, 

* It is thought by fome eminent Critics, that, when 
our LORD continued all Night n> arfoasvxn ©ia, Luke 
vi. 12. the Phrafe denotes his Continuance in anOratoryi 
a Place fet apart for Prayer, Meditation, and a devout 
dntercourfc with GOD. 

That there were Places of this Kind among the Jews, 
Is inditputable ; and that the Opinion is ingenious, can¬ 
not be denied. But I very much doubt, whether it gives 
Us the true Meaning of the Evangelift.— Having men¬ 
tioned a Mountain, it would hardly Am his concife Man¬ 
ner, to be more particular with regard to the Place: nei¬ 
ther was the Circumftance fo important, as to deferve a 
fecond Mention.—I am apt to thinkalfo, that finch a Plate 
would have defeated the Defign of our S A V f O U R’s 
Retirement, which feems to have been Privacy; and that 
fueb a Title, as GOD’s Place of Prayer, was wholly ap¬ 
propriated to the Temple. 

I apprehend, We (hall have a more defenfihle, I ant 
perfuaded, We (hall have a more malted Senfe, if We 
luppofe the Claufe to fignify—-the Copioufnefsand Fer¬ 
vour of our LORD’s Devotion-—the vaft Importance, 
and the unequaled Succefs, of this his prolonged Prayer. 
All which is expreffed, according to the Helrt<w Idiom, 
by the Addition of the divine Name. • And, fbexpr eflfcd, 
•a -is 
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Ring, and the buftling Croud, to ennoble their 
Minds, with fublime Contemplation. Where, they 
bid a temporary Adieu to the tumultuous World, 
its gay Impertinence; in order to maintain a more 
uninterrupted Communion with that Mighty BE¬ 
ING, who Jittcth upon the Circle of the Earth, and 
the Inhabitants thereof are as Grajhoppers before 
HIM* 

Welcome to TheYon, was the fliady Bower; wel¬ 
come the cool Afped, and the mufical Flow of the 
Water; but more welcome than all, was the Sight 
of his Friend. Who lay reclined at the Foot of an 
Oak; with a Book half open in his Hand, and his 
Eye fixed upon the Statue. 

Ther. I know not, Afpafto, whether I muft make 
an Apology, for breaking in upon your Retirement j 
or call You to an Account, for depriving the Ladies 
of your Company at the Tea-table. 

Afp. Indeed, Theron, I have been fo much de¬ 
lighted with the Place; with the alluring Companion 
in my Hand; and the commanding Objed before 

me [ 

is much more emphatical; than any fuperlatime Degree, 
tiled by the Greeks or Romans. He continued all Night in 
the Prayer of G OD. 

• 1/ai. xl. Z2. What a noble Image is here, and what 
•n exqnifitely fine Contraft ! GOD, the great GOD, 
fitteth on thofe lofty and immenfe Heavens, which, at 
an inconceivable Diftance, furround this penfile Globe. 
From that molt fublime and magnificent Throne, he 
looks down upon the Inhabitants of the Earth. Who— 
in all their Pomp and Splendor—amidft all their admired 
Works, and boafted Acquifitions—are mean and impotent 
in his Sight. Mean and impotent as the poor Infefts, 
Which wander over the parched Heath for Suiienance: 
Which fpend ail the Day in idle infignificant Chirpings: 
nnd, at Night, take up their contemptible Habitation bn 
» Blade of Grafs. 
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me; that I fcarce obferved, how the Time ftole 
away. I flatter myCelf, if You will take a Seat by 
my Side, and fhare my Entertainment; You will 
be more inclined to excufe, than to aggravate my 
Fault. 

Ther. Is Tully then (for I obferve his Name on 
the Volume) your alluring Companion? And can 
fiich a devoted Admirer of the Bible , be fo highly 
charmed with a Heathen ClaJJic ? — St. Augufline 
fome where declares, that, though paffionately fond, 
before his Converfion, of Tally’s Writings; yet, 
after that memorable Change, He could no longer 
relifh thofe once admired Compofitions; becaufe 
they were not fweetened, as He exprefles Himfelf, 
with the mellifluous Name of J ESTJ S. 

Afp. I am far from pretending to fuch an exalted 
Pitch of Devotion, as that feraphic Father attained. 

I can fpend a vacant Minute on the delicate Odes 
of Horace ; I can tafte a refined Entertainment in 
Virgil'% beautiful Poem; and not be chagrined, 
though I find no Mention of my SAVIOUR.—. 
Eut when I hear a Sermon ,'or perufe a religious Trea- 
tife, which borrows neither Dignity nor Charms from 
that amiable and glorious Name, I own myfelf ex¬ 
tremely difappointed. Without the Offices, the 
Merits, or the Giace of CHRIST, the Sermon 
and the Treatife appear as defeSiive, as a Body that 
is neither adorned with the Head, nor enlivened 
with the Heart. 

Ther. I fuppofe then You cultivate an Acquaint¬ 
ance with the Grecian and Roman Authors, in order 
to improve your Tafte, and polifh your Style. 

Afp. Thefe, and, I am apt to think, more con- 
ftderable Advantages, may be derived from a proper 
Vol. II. L Appii- 
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Application to their Works. They may ferve as 
fo many Shades, to fet off, with heightened Luftre, 
the Beauty and Glory of the facred Oracles. 

While I perufe Plato’s ornamented Page, or liffen 
to Cicero’s flowing Periods, I am fomewhat like the 
Perfon, who amufes Himfelf in a Gallery of painted 
Flowers. He is pleafed with the curious Creation 
of the Pencil. But, finds none of that delicious Fra¬ 
grance, none of thofe breathing Sweets, which meet 
Him in the Garden, and regale his Senfe from the 
blooming Parterre.—So, here are brilliant Senti¬ 
ments, and a florid Di&ion; delicate Touches of 
Wit, and bold Strokes of Defcription. But no 
Difcovcries of CHRIST JESUS —no Difplays 
of his ineffable Love—no Overtures of Reconcilia¬ 
tion with the bleffed GOD. Nothing to yield 
Us /olid Comfort, in our prefent State; or any 
joyful Expectations, with regard to the approach¬ 
ing Eternity. 

Befides; when I converfe with thofe celebrated 
Geniufes of Antiquity, who were at once the molt 
erroneous, and the moft judicious—the moji judicious 
in their Tafte of polite Literature; the moji erroneous , 
in their Apprehenfions of invifible Things; they 
fhew me, what they never intended, the inexpreffible 
Need of Revelation. They teach me to fet a higher 
Value on that ineftimable Gift. I blefs the diftin- 
guifhing Goodnefs of Providence, which has caft 
my Lot *, not at Athens , but in IMMANUEL’s 

Land. 

* Alluding to the Story of the Philosopher, who ufed 
to blels the Gods for three Privilege.*.— hat He was 
made, not a Brute, but a rational Cr atu .—That He 
was born, not in barbarous Climes, bi tin Greece.—^ That 
He lived, not in the more uncultivated Ages, but in the 
Time and under the Tuition of Socrates. 



dial y e xir. 163 

Land. I fay, with Wonder and Gratitude—“ Why 
“ did not my Exiftence commence in thofe JErzs 
“ of religious Dotage ? Why did no., my Heritage 
“ lie in thofe Regions of Barbarifm and Delufion f 
“ Why am not I burning Incenfe to Idols; pay- 
“ ing fenfclefs Adoration to fculptured Stone; or 
“ worlhipping, with deteftable Ceremonies, a Set 
** of lafcivious, debauched, and fcandalous * Dei- 
“ ties?”—Surely, Theron, from every Perufal of 
thofe Volumes, attended with fuch a Reflection, 
We fhall fee the utmoft Reafon to magnify the ten¬ 
der Mercies of our GOD-, whereby the Day-fpring 
from on high hath vifited Us f, and brought Us out 
of Darknefs into the marvellous Light of the 
Gofpel. 

Permit me to mention another Benefit, which 
may refult from an occafional Correfpondence with 
thofe mafterly Writers.—The Streams may lead Us 
to the inexhauftible Fountain. Lead Us to admire 
the only wife GOD our SAVIOUR, who has 
given fuch a fhining Vein of Ingenuity to his ra¬ 
tional Creatures. As I read their Works, and am 
L a charmed 

* This, I think, gives Us the moft deplorable and 
horrid Idea of the Blindnefs of our fallen Nature. The 
Heathens, even amidft all the Politenefs of their Tafte, 
and notwithftanding their fuperior Advancement in the 
fine Arts, were Haters of the true GOD, and robbed 
Him of his Honour: nay, what is unfpeakably worfe, 
they paid it to Monjiers —Monfters of Lewdnefs and Trea¬ 
chery, and Vice and Immorality. Egregious, fottifh, 
almolt incredible Stupidity 1 To nuor/hip tnofe Beings, 
which deferved univerfal Abhorrence! To deify thofe Cha¬ 
racters, which could never be fufficiently detefiedl 

And Devils to adore for Deities / 
j- Luke i. 78. 
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charmed with their Beauties, I would frequently 
tefleft—“ If the Effays of a finite Mind, and the 
“ Compofitions of a mortal Pen, yield fuch high 
“ Satisfaction ; what rapturous, what unknown De- 
** light muft arifc, from an uninterrupted Com- 
“ munion with infinite Wifdom ? To ftand—not 
at the Feet of Homer , and attend the Flights of 
** his elevated Imagination—Not in the Prdcnce of 
tc Solomon , and hear the Dictates of his fagacious 
Soul * — but, to ftand in the Courts of the 
“ LORD, and before the Throne of the LAMB. 
w There to contemplate, without any interpofing 
** Veil, the Counfels of his unerring Providence; 
“ to have the Myfteries of his redeeming Love, 
“ laid fully open to our View ; and receive the 
“ brighteft Manifeftations of all his amiable, his 
“ adorable, his unfpeakable Attributes ?” 

Tiber. Thefe arc Advantages, truly defirable, and 
equally obvious. Methinks, it furprifes me, that I 
fhould never fo much as propofe them ; and grieves 
me, that I fhould fo long be deprived of them, A 
View to fuch very (uperior Improvements will, I 
hope, render my future Intercourfe with thofe fa¬ 
vourite Authors, ftill more agreeable, and abun¬ 
dantly more beneficial. 

But let me afk, what Paflage was engaging your 
Attention, this Afternoon ? 

Jfp. The great Orator’s Treatife, concerning the 
Nature of the Divine BEING f. That Part efpe- 
eially, which proves his Exiftcnce and Perfe&ions, 
from the Formation of the human Body. 

Ther . 

* Happy, fays the Queen of Shela to Solomon, are thy 
Men, and happy are thefe thy Servants, nuhich ftand con¬ 
tinually before Thee, and hear thy Wifdom. 2 Chron. ix. 7- 
f De Natura Deoritm. 



DIALOGUE XII. 165 

Ther. Don’t You perceive, that the Orator is al* 
moft as deficient, in the Knowledge of his Subject; 
as he is miftaken, in his Ideas of the Supreme 
CAUSE?—The exquifite Contrivance and in¬ 
imitable Workmanlhip of the human Frame, were, 
in thofe early Ages, but dimly difcerned. It was 
the Infancy of Anatomy: when the very Profefl'ors 
had fcarcely the Qualifications of a modern Pupil. 
Many of the received Notions, were childilh; al- 
moft all of them, fuperficial. 

Afp. Will my Theron then entertain me with a 
more accurate Defcription of this wonderful Struc¬ 
ture ? 

They. How could You take occafion, Afpafio, 
from the Hint I dropped, to conceive any fuch Ex¬ 
pectation ? It is one Thing to dfcovey , another to 
correRy what is amifs. Many Spectators can point 
out an accidental DefeCt in fome celebrated Statue, 
or a fmall Indelicacy in fome valuable Piece of Paint¬ 
ing ; who are abfolutely incapable of retouching the 
One, or fupplying the Other. Remember the Cob- 
ler and Apelles *, 

Afp. 

* As fome Perfons will be at lofs to underltand the 
Meaning of this Hint, a Word or two by Way of Ex¬ 
planation, may, to them at leaft, not be impertinent. 

Jpelles was the moft mafterly Painter in Greece, perhaps, 
in the World. After He had iiniftied any noble Work 
He ufed to expofe it, in fome Place of Concourfe, for 
general Examination : Himfelf Handing behind a Cur¬ 
tain, and liftening to the Remarks, which the Spectators 
made. When one of his fineft Pieces was, in this Man¬ 
ner, exhibited to public View, Multitudes flocked to the 
curious Spectacle. Among others, came a Cobler. Who, 
taking particular Notice of the Foot, cried out ; " Here 
“ Apelles has blundered. The Strop is too big for the 
L i “ Shoe.” 
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Afp. I remember the Story, but without relin¬ 
quishing my Requeft. No; fince We are fallen 
upon this Point, I cannot, 1 had almoft faid, I will 
not difmifs it, till I am favoured with your Expla¬ 
nations and Remarks.—Efpeeially, as You have 
made this Branch of Science, a Part of your Amufe- 
ment; and not without the Advantage of anatomical 
Difle&ions. Whereas, I have very feldom applied 
my Thoughts to the former, and never had an Op¬ 
portunity of being prefent at the latter. 

Let me alfo obferve, that our very Situation fa¬ 
vours, or rather fuggefts fuch a Topic of Converfa- 
tion. This deep embowering Shade has drawn a 
Curtain between Us and the World. All the fine 
Profpe£ts of the Country are excluded. We have 
fcarce any Thing left, but Ourfclves, to contem¬ 
plate. And fliall this be the only Theme We 
negle£t ? 

Ther. It is fomewhat prepofterous, I muft confefs, 
to pry into the Recefles of Libraries; to ranfack 
the Cabinets of the Virtuoff, and carry our Search 
through the whole Compafs of external Nature. 

Yet 

*' Shoe.”—Truly, Friend, Thou are right; replied the 
Artift. '] here is a Difproportion; and it fhall be cqr- 
re&ed.—The poor Mechanic, tranfported with the Ho¬ 
nour paid to his Judgment, muft needs deliver his Opi¬ 
nion upon other Parts of ■ he Pifture.—Hold, fays Apelles, 
with a fcornful Sneer; NeSutor ultra Crepidam. That is; 
*' Ccbler, keep to thy Laft. Here, Thou art a Critic; 
" el few here an Ideot.” 

The Saicafm paffed into a Proverb ; and is veryjuftly 
applied. When human Reafon would Brow beat divine 
Revelatioi—When the moral Senfe would fupplant the 
Grace of CHRIST —When theRighteoufnefs of Works 
would, in the important Article of Justification, ihare 
With or fet aiide the Rigbttoujnefs which is by Faith, 
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Yet overlook the far more furprifing Curiofities, 
which abound in the Compofition of our own Bo¬ 
dies. The Rarities, the Myfteries, the Miracles, 
inlaid or locked up in thefe Cabinets of Flefli and 
Blood. 

Since you infill upon it, my Obfervations, crude 
and extemporaneous as they are, fhall fubmit them- 
felves to your Judgment. Provided, You will be 
content to receive, only a few of the Outlines , and 
nothing like a fini/hed Draught. 

jffp. Let me juft hint, that the more circumjlan- 
pal your Account is, fo much the more welcome 
will it be to your Friend, and fo much the more ho¬ 
nourable to our common CREATOR. Pet me 
alfo remind You of Galen's Declaration: which, as 
it is judicious and important, will, I hope, induce 
You to enlarge your Plan, and give full Scope to 
your Imagination.—“Thofe Treatifes, which dif- 
“ play the tranfcendent Excellencies of the great 
** CREATOR, compofe one of the nobleft and 
“ mod acceptable Hymns. To acquaint Ourfelves 
“ with his fublime Perfedtions; and point out to 
“ Others his infinite Power, his unerring Wifdom, 
“ his boundlefs Benignity; this is, according to 
“ my Opinion, a more fubjlantial Adt of Devotion, 
“ than to flay Hecatombs of Victims at his Altar, 
“ or kindle Mountains of Spices into Incenfe 
Theron , after paufing a few Minutes, thus refumed 
the Difcourfe. 

Tber. When fome Mafter-builder undertakes to 
eredt a magnificent Edifice, He begins with the lefs 
decorated, but more fubflantial Parts. Thofe which 
L 4 are 

* Gal. de V/u Part. Lib. Ill, 
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are to fupport , or thofe which are to contain the 
reft. This Order, if You pleafe, We will follow, 
in confideririg “ the earthly Houfe of our Ta- 
“ bernacle*.” 

Firft, You have a Syftem of Bones ; caft into a 
Varicty of Moulds; enlarged or contracted into a 
Variety of Sizes. All Jltong , that they may com- 
modioufly bear up the Machine; yet light, that 
they may not encumber or clog the Animal. Som£ 
continuous, and folid throughout. Some bored with 
an internal Cavity, to contain the moiftening Mar¬ 
row ; and perforated with exceedingly fine DuCts, to 
admit the nourilhing Veflels.—Infenfible themfelves, 
they are covered with a Membrane + of exquifite Sen- 
fibility. Which warns them of the Approach, and 
fecures them from the Annoyance, of any injurious 
FriCtion. At the fame Time, it preferves the ad¬ 
joining mufcular Parts, from being fretted in their 
ACtion, by the hard and rough Subftance of the 
Bones.—Their Figures are always moil precifely 
fitted to their Ufes. They are generally larger at 
the Extremities, than in the Middle; that they may 

be 

* ^ Cor. v. i. St. Paul very pertinently compares the 
bodily Strudlure to a Houfe. And adds, in that Strain 
of godly Edifying, which runs through all his Writing*, 
our earthly and tent-like Habitation, wri/wof oixux to Qa i»*f. 
^Referring to its mean Original, as it was formed out of 
the Dull; and to its Jhort Continuance, as it muft foon 
return to Dull again. Being, though commodious as a 
Houfe, yet tranlitoryas a Tent: not like the everlajling 
Mountains, which hand fixed and rooted to the Center; 
but like thofe portable Tenements, which are fet up in the 
Bvening, are taken down in the Morning, and then their 
Place is known no more.—The Word Booth, would give 
a more clear and exaft Idea to the Englifh Reader, than 
Tabernacle, 

•j- The Periojleum . 
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be joined more firmly, and not fo eafily diflocated. 
—The Manner of their Articulation is truly admi¬ 
rable *, and remarkably various: yet never varied, 
without demonftrating feme wife Defign, and an- 
fwering fome valuable End. Frequently, when two 
are united, the one is nicely rounded, and capped, 
with a fmooth Subftance; the other is fcooped into 
a Hollow of the fame Dimenfions, to receive the 
polifhed Knob j and both are lubricated with an 
onduous Fluid, to yield the readicft Rotation in the 
Socket. 

The Feet compofe the firmeft and neateft Pede- 
ftal: infinitely beyond all that Statuary or Archi¬ 
tecture can accomplilh ; capable of altering its Form, 
and extending its Size, as dilferent Circumftances 
require. Belides performing the Office of a Pede- 
ftal, they contain a Set of the niceft Springs; which 
place the Body in a Variety of graceful Attitudes, 
and qualify it for a Multiplicity of advantageous 
Motions. For the decent Step, and the ftately 
Stride; the Dance which fwims, and the Race We 
run.—The undermoft Part of the Heel, and the Ex¬ 
tremity of the Sole, are fliod with a tough, infen- 
fible, finewy Subftance. This We may call, a 
Kind of natural Sandal. It never wears out j never 
wants Repair; and always prevents that undue Com- 
preffion of the VefTels, which the Weight of the 
Body, in walking or Handing, might otherwife oc- 
cafion.—The Legs and Thighs , are like fubftantial 
and ftately Columns f i articulated in fuch a Man¬ 
ner, 


* Miraliles Commiffuras latent. C 1 c. 

f Styled therefore by the facred Philofopher, The 
fircug Men, Ecclef. xii. 3. And compared, by the fame 
4 beautiful 
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ner, that they adminifter moft commodioufly to the 
A£t of Walking, yet obftrutft not the eafy Pofture 
of Sitting. The Legs fwell out, towards the Top, 
with a genteel Proje&ion ; and are wrought off, to¬ 
wards the Bottom, with neat Diminutions. Which 
Variation leffens their Bulk, at the fame Time that 
it increafes their Beauty. 

The Ribs , turned into a regular Arch, are gently 
moveable, for the Act of Refpiration. They form 
a fecure Lodgment for the Dungs and the Heart: 
which, being fome of the moft diftinguifhed and 
important Organs of Life, have their Reftdence for¬ 
tified by this ftrong femicircular Rampart *.—The 
Backbone is intended, not only to ftrengthen the 
Body, and fuftain its moft capacious Store-rooms; 
but alfo to bring down that Communication of the 
Brain, which is ufually termed the fpinal Marrow. 
As an open Channel, it conveys, as a well-clofed 

Cafe, 

beautiful Writer, to Pillars of Marble , Cant. y. iA s 
thefe are the ftrongell Parts of the Body, and the Support 
of all the other, hence, I prefume, arofe that proverbial 
Expreflion, which occurs in the Hiftory of Samfon, 
plat Judg. XV. 8 . Rendered by the Septuagint, 
not very exadly, rri fi opo» ; by our Englijh Trank 

lators, rather too vulgarly, as well as fomewhat inaccu¬ 
rately, Hip and Thigh. I believe, the Word pup figni- 
fies Here, as it certainly fignifies in many other Places, 
what the Latins call Armus. And that the Image is taken 
from fome robuft and fierce Animal, whofe Shoulders be¬ 
fore, and whofe Thighs behind, are broken in Pieces. 
Then, what Mifchief can He do? What Refinance can 
He make ? He is utterly difabled. So that th? Expref- 
fion feems to denote (and might perhaps, without Vio¬ 
lence to the Original, be tranflated) A total Overthrow. 

* Thou haft fenced me, fecured my inward and vital 
Parts, -with Bones and Sinew, Job X. 11.— Crates Pe3o%is, 
is Fir gift Expreflion. 
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Cafe, it guards this vital Silver *; and, by feveral 
commodious Outlets, tranfmits the animating Trea- 
fure, into all the inferior Parts. Was it only large, 
ftrait, and hollow, it might have ferved thefe feve¬ 
ral Purpofes. But then the Loins muft have been 
inflexible, and every Man impaled (not by the Exe¬ 
cutioner, but by Nature) on a Stake co-eval with 
his Exiftence. To avoid which, it confifts of-very 
lhort bones, clofely knit together by intervening 
Cartilages. This Peculiarity of Structure prevents 
Diflocation; and gives the main Pillar of our 
trame the Pliancy of an OJier, even while it retains 
the Firmnefs of an Oak. —By this Means, it is a Kind 
of continued Joint; capable of various Infle&ions, 
without bruifing the foft, medullary Subftance, which 
fills its Cavity; without intercepting the nervous 
Fluid, which is to be detached from this grand Re- 
fervoir; or diminifliing that Strength, which is ne- 
ceflary to fupport all the upper Stories.—A For¬ 
mation fo very peculiar in any other of the Solids 
muft have been attended with great Inconvenien- 
cies. Here, it is unfpcakably ferviceable. Is, both 
for Workmanfhip and Situation, a Mafter-piece of 
creating Skill, never enough to be admired. 

The jfrms, pendent on either Side, are exactly 
proportioned to each other ; that the Equilibrium of 
the Stru&ure may not be difconcerted. Thefe, be¬ 
ing the Guards which defend f, and the Minifters 
which ferve the whole Body, are fitted for the moft 

diver- 

• This is fuppofed to be the Part, which Solomon de- 
fcribes by ’The jilvtr Cord: and is indeed like a Cord, 
on Account of its Shape-, like Silver, on Account of its 
Colour, hcclef. xii. b. , 

f Called, in Solomon’s figurative but elegant Sketch of 
Anatomy, The Keepers of the Houfe, Ecclel. xii. 3. 
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diverfified and extenflve Operations. Firm with 
Bone, yet not weighty with Flelh ; and capable of 
performing, with lingular Expedition and Eafe, all 
Manner of ufcful Motions. They bend inwards, and 
turn outwards; they rife upwards, and ftoop down¬ 
wards j they wheel about, and throw themfelves into 
whatever Direiftion We pleafe.—T o thefeare annexed 
the Hands ; and all terminated by the Fingers. Which 
are not, like the Arms, of the fame Length, and 
of an equal Bignefs; but in both Refpects different. 
Which gives them a more graceful Appearance, and 
a much greater Degree of Ufefulnefs. Were they 
all Flelh, they would be comparatively impotent: 
were they one entire Bone, they would be utterly 
inflexible. But confiding of various little Bones, 
and a Multitude of Mufcles, what Shape can they 
not alTume ? What Service can they not perform ?—- 
Being placed at the End of the Arm, the Sphere of 
their Aciion is exceedingly enlarged. This advanta¬ 
geous Situation realizes the Fable of Briarcus ; and 
renders a Pair of Hands, as ferviceable as an Hun¬ 
dred.—The Extremities of the Fingers, are an Af- 
fcmblage of tendonous Fibres, moft acutely fen- 
fcblc. * Which, notwithftanding the Delicacy of 

their 

* So very acute is the Senfibility of thefe Parts, that, 
I jam informed , it furnilhes the Tribunal of Injuifltion , 
with one of the moft refined Expedients in the Art of 
Torture. A ftrong Quill, ftiarpened by the Pen-knife, 
and -dipped in fome inflammable Liquor, is thruft deep 
between the Nail and the Finger. When the Quill has 
Cgt its Way through the Ihivering Nerves ; and Hands 
planted, like a Dagger, amidft the gufhing Blood ; fome 
Barbarous Hand fets fire to the Extremity. The keen 
Jfeint, the flow Flame, and both in the Seat of the moft 
lively Seafation, put the mii’crable Sufferer to the mofl 
excruciating Pain. 
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their Texture, are dedined to almoft inceflant Em¬ 
ploy, and frequently exercifed among rugged Olr- 
jeCts. For this Reafon, they are overlaid with the 
Nails, a Sort of horny Expanfion: which, like a 
Ferule, hinders the Flefh from being ungracefully 
flattened; and, like a Sheath*, preferves the ten¬ 
der Parts from injurious Imprefiions. 

In the Minidry of the Hands, and Activity of the 
Fingers, We poflefs a Cafe of the fineji Injlruments , 
or a Collection of the nobhfl Utcnflls. Qualifying Us 
for the Execution of every Work, which the project¬ 
ing Genius can dcvife, or the lavilh Fancy crave.—> 
To thefe We arc obliged for the beautiful Statues, 
which have often entertained our Eyes, in yonder 
folitary Walks; and even for that melodious Trum¬ 
pet, which now addreffes our Ears, from the Summer- 
houfe on the Fifh-pond.—Thefe raife the lofty Co¬ 
lumn, and turn the fpacious Arch.—Thefe fwell the 
majeftic Dome, and adjuft the commodious Apart¬ 
ment. Architecture, with all her ftriking Beauties, 
and all her rich Benefits, are the Creation of the 
human Hand.—Yielding to the Strength of the Hand, 
the tailed Firs fall to the Ground, and the larged 
Oaks defeend from the Mountains. Fafhioned by 
the Dexterity of the Hand, they accommodate the 
Sailor with a floating Warehoufe ; and circulate, from 
Britain to "Japan, the Productions of Nature, and 
the Improvements of Art.—Obedient to the human 
Hand, Metals afeend from their fubterraneous Beds; 
and compofe the mod fubflantial Parts of that cu¬ 
rious Machine^, which tranfmits far and near, to 
the Monarch’s Palate, and to the Peafant’s Hut, 

fuch 


* Digitis Munimina . 


f The Printing prefs. 
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fuch Treafures of Wifdom and Knowledge, as the 
Gold and Cryftalcannot equal*. 

Among the Egyptians , the Hand was the Symbol 
of Strength: among the Romans, it was an Emblem 
of Fidelity: and I think, it may, among all Na¬ 
tions, be looked upon as the Enftgn of Authority. It 
is the original and the univerfal Sceptre; that which 
not only reprefents, but afeertains our Dominion, 
over all the Elements, and over every Creature.— 
Though Providence has not given Us the Strength 
of the Horfe, the Swiftnefs of the Greyhound f, or 

the 

* Job xxviii. 17. 

f I once heard a Gentleman, famous for hisphilofo- 
phical Abilities, cenfure the Formation of the human 
Body; becaufe it is not fo commodioufly fitted for Swift - 
nefs, as the Bodies of fome other Animals. But I think 
this Objedlor’s Sagacity, notwithftanding his great Re¬ 
putation, was no more to be admired than his Modefty. 

His Madefy, it is certain, was none of the mod emi¬ 
nent. Becaufe, it prefumed to difpute the Propriety, 
or rather to deny the Truth of that grand Encomium, 
which Omniscience itfelf pronounced on the Works 
of Creation ; Behold! they are good; all good ; all very 
good.—Neither was his Sagacity the mod extraordinary. 
Becaufe, it found fault with a magnificent Monarch, for 
not breeding up the young Prince to the Bufinefs of a 
Running-footman. Shall the royal Heir be fet to per¬ 
form this Drudgery of the Heels? Shall He not rather 
command and enjoy the Performance of it from his 
Vaflals ? 

This Objeflion is no lefs ft ale, than four. It was 
made in St. Cbryfoftom’s Time, and is very judicioufly 
anfwered by his Pen. The learned Reader, I hope, will 
not be difpleafed, to perufe the Paffage in the Original; 
and the Unlearned, I promife myfelf, will allow me the 
Honour of being his Interpreter. 

Ti Siimli h SaotXsv t rut aXofut tftt 0 cctQpwrrot, xai puftn xou 
c|vMi rotyyt tusXAa rat £vat ocvht ujAiofmln xat ya? ruyy- 
rtpot iirTros atlpuTTU, r.a 1 rtfliKulipot jSe;, xet xapohfat ail 05, xjxt 

tcrppypoTipot 
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the fagacious Scent of the Spaniel; yet, directed by 
the Underftanding, and enabled by the Hand, We 

can 

itryvpolspov Xeojv.—T i Hv av uoroLyuv iBSpos Taolu ; oh xai tHevSee 
fxaXira Euroaefia tb ©IB TI» Qopiat, xai rox nu.w, nr rpsa ; ill- 
nayfltpot pit mnot cttipairts, aXA* t« aoroftipuxt Txy;oc 
sorilxhiolipox aifyuiraf tvnrtr tororof pcir yap xav aira»k-» ofoialo; 
xut aXxipca/Talo? n, floats ftaxooxss ftpaptEilai tx; xpEspa? rafts?* 
atfipowo? ft u7ro£w£as 1irirut EX ftaftjjiu CfoXXBf, xai ftaj^iXts? 
ivtnatlai raftst ftamrai' wre ostej exeiesi to Taj^o?, tbIoi 0 Aolia- 
p*o$ xai x Teyyn msapiayiycslei atAieoeo; tx$ yorepCoXx?. A *«, 
If Man is, as your religious Folks pretend. Lord of the 
irrational Creation ; £ew comes it to pafs, that many Ani¬ 
mals exceed Him in Vigour, in Speed, and other bodily En¬ 
dowments ? The Horfe is fwifter, and the Ox more robufi ; 
the Eagle fours to greater Heights, and the Lion ptjfeffes fupf 
riour Strength.—Haw Jhall We reply to fuch Cavils? We 
•will more than confute them. They Jhall jerque as an Argu¬ 
ment, to prove the unfearchable Wijdom of the C R EAT OR-, 
and as a Topic, to difplay the honourable Regard, which He 
hath fhewn to Mankind. We allow that the Horfe isfwifter 
than his Mafer. Yet with all his Swiftnefs, He is not able 
to take fuch long Journies, or to perform them fo expeditioufy. 
A Horfe , be He the fleetef anil Jirongrft of the Kind, will 
hardly hold out, to go fourfeore Miles in a Day. Whereas 
Man, by taking feveral Changes if Horjes fir /.is Saddle, or 
fever al Sets of Horfes for his Cbaife, will travel, in the fame 
Time, a greater number of Miles. Therefore, what tlx vi¬ 
gorous Sinew and the nimble Foot are to the Horfe ; that, and 
abundantly more, the contriving Head and the executing Hand 
are to Man. 

Let me add the eloquent Preacher’s Evpoftulation. 
Which is pertinent and Spirited ; and not the wotfe, for 
a Spice of wholefome Inveftive ; mingled with a Spark of 
decent Indignation. Orav nt 0 firrstj, 0 cm tb pm oi'io; ei; 
to Ei»«i orapafafl'E, xaXa xxi nextv xaXa t* 2. uutpfi pLxix ■xpurii- 
TTOf j tk olv ToXpcxXEtE, xax aolopcanas % vs. 7;/.rc'ry.=- op , ftapai To 
ropia xai a/htpflfjiao-flai T015 mo tb <?es griticrir ; Since then 
the CREATOR himfelf has pronounced all his Works to 
be confummately good; who fhall dare to controvert his'Judg¬ 
ment, or detrail from their Excellency ? 1 his were an Ex- 
cefs of Arrogance, little Jbort of Madnefi ! 


s 


Galer , 
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can fubjeft them to our Will 5 turn them to our 
Advantage; and, in this Senfe, make them all our 
ewn. ——Thefe Hands (furprifing to relate!) thefe 
Jbort Hands have found out a Way, whereby they 
can dive to the Bottom of the Ocean; can penetrate 
the Bowels of the Earth ; and reach from Shore to 
Shore. Thefe feeble Hands can manage the Wings 
of the Wind; can arm themfelves with the Rage of 
the Fire: and prefs into their Service the forcible 
Impetuofity of the Waters.—How eminent is 
the Dignity! How extenfive the Agency of the 
Hand! it would require more Eloquence, than 
your Orator pofTelTed, to difplay the former; and 
more Pages, than your Book contains, to defcribe 
the latter.—How greatly then are We indebted to 
our indulgent CREATOR, for accommodating 
Us with this moil ufeful, this moft diftinguifhing, 
this invaluable Member! 

Above all, is the Head ; a majeftic Dome, ele¬ 
vated on the Neck, and defigned for the Refidence 
of the Brain. It is framed in exa£t Conformity to 
this important Purpofe; ample, to receive; ftrong, 
to uphold; and firm, to defend, what is the Origin 
of all our Senfe and all our Motion.—-As the Head 
refembles the General' s Tent in an Army, or the 
Monarch's Palace in a City; it has a Communica¬ 
tion eftablilhed with all, even the moft inferior and 
remote. Parts of the Syftem. It has Outlets and 
Avenues, for the ready Difpatch of Couriers to all 

Quar- 

Galen, if I remember right, allowed Epicurus an hun¬ 
dred Years, to find out a more commodious Shape, Situa¬ 
tion, or Texture, for any one Part of the human Body. 
And I believe, if all the Angels in Heaven, had ftudied 
to this Day, they could not have given a fairer or a 
more correct Edition of this living Volume. 
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Quarters; and for the Reception of {peedy Intelli¬ 
gence, on every interefting Occafion. It is fur- 
niihed with Lodgments, wherein to poft Centinels 
of various Characters, and appointed for various 
Offices.—To expedite their Operations, whether 
they are employed in reconnoitring what pafles 
without , or examining what claims Admittance 
within ; the whole turns upon a curious Pivot, molt 
nicely contrived, to afford the largeft and freed 
Circumvolutions. 

This ftately Capital, is fcreened from Heat; de¬ 
fended from Cold ; and very much beautified, by a 
copious Growth of Hair. Which flows down from, 
the parted Forelock in decent Curls; and hangs, 
mantling on the Cheeks, cindering on the Shoul¬ 
ders.—A Decoration *, incomparably more deli¬ 
cate , than any or all the Orders of Architecture 
know how to compofe; and fo perfectly light, that 
it no way incumbers, nor any way incommodes 
the Wearer. 

V01. II. M While 

* Abfalom's Hair was reckoned a diftinguifhing Part of 
his Beauty, 2 Sam. xiv. z 6 .—The Amiablenefs of the 
Church, in the Exemplary Converfation of true Believers, 
is difplayed by the fame Ornament. Thy Hair is as a 
Flock of Goats, that are feen afar off, and appear in a pen¬ 
dent Attitude from the Summit of Mount Gilead ; molt 
agreeably adorning the Place, and detaining the Specta¬ 
tor’s Eye. Cant. iv. 1. I prefer the Exposition of Arias 
Montanus, quapendent, qua prominent. As it takes 

in a (Jircumltance, which correfponds with the penfle Po¬ 
rtion of the Hair; renders the Comparifon more full and 
exa£l ; and is, according to the Obfervation of a moft 
accurate Judge, one of the chief Remarkables in fuch a 
ProfpeCt: 

Non ego <vos pojihac, nsiridi project us in Antro, 
Dumosa pendere frocul dt Rupe videbo, Vise. 
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While many Animals creep on the Ground: 
•while all of them are prone in their Pofture, or 
their AfpeCt: the Attitude of Man is ereft - 
Which is by far the moft graceful ; has an Air of 
Dignity, and befpeaks Superiority, and is fuited to 
the Poft of Command.—It is by far the moft com¬ 
modious-, enables Us to furvey the Univerfe, and 
contemplate the Heavens; fits Us for the Profecu- 
tion of every grand Scheme, and facilitates the 
Succefs of all our extenfive Defigns.—It is likewife 
attended with the greateft Safety ; being, if not lefs 
than any other Pofition expofed to Dangers, yet 
more happily contrived to repel or avoid them. 

Jlfp. May it not likewife remind Us of our ex¬ 
alted Original, and our fublime End ? Our Origi¬ 
nal, which was the Breath of the ALMIGHTY, 
and the Spirit of the MOST HIGH. Our End, 
which is not, the Soil We tread on, or any of its 
low Productions, but the Heaven of Heavens, and 
the Things that are above. 

But not to divert from our SubjeCt; which, in 
my Friend’s Manner of handling it, is as entertain¬ 
ing as it is inftrudtive.—The Bones (to carry on 
your own Allufion, are only the Rafters , the Beams , 
the Shell of the living Edifice. You have raifed the 
Walls, and laid the Floors. You have made the 
proper Divifions, and left the neceflary Apertures. 
But, in every finifhed Houfe, the Roof is covered, 
and the Rooms are wainfeoted. The Safhes are 
hung, and the Doors turn upon their Hinges. The 

Grates 

* Tvio of far nobler Shape, ere3 and tall. 

Godlike ere3! With native Honour clad. 

In naked Majefty,feem'd Lords of all. Mi LTOtf. 
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Grates are fixed, and the Stairs afcend. TFithin, 
the Lodgings are furnifhed; without, the Front is 
ornamented. All is rendered commodious for do- 
meftic Ufe, and graceful to the external View. 

Ther. This likewife is,executed by the fovereign, 
the Divine ARTIFICER*.—Here are Liga¬ 
ments ; a tough and ftrong Arrangement of Fibres; 
to unite the feveral Limbs; and render, what would 
otherwife be a disjointed unwieldy Jumble; a well- 
cogipa£ted and -felf-manageable Syftem. — Mem¬ 
branes ; or thin and flexible Tunicles; appointed to 
enwrap the flelhy Parts; to form a Connexion 
between fome, and make a Separation between 
others f. 

Arteries, the Rivers of our little World J, or the 
Aquedu&s of the organized Metropolis. Some of 
which afcend to the Head : others fpread themfelves 
over the Shoulders: fome extend to the Arms: fome 
defcend to the Feet: and ftriking out, as they go, 
into numberlefs fmaller Canals, vifit the Streets, the 
Alleys, and every individual Apartment of the vital 
City.—Thefe, being wide at their Origin, and lef- 
fening, as they branch themfelves, check the rapid 
Impetus of the Blood. To fuftain this Shock, they 
are endued with uncommon Strength: by perform- 
M 2 ing 


* O apirohjtw? ©EOS. 

+ The Inteftvnes are fajiened to each other by the 
Me/entery. The Breaft is divided into two Cavities by 
the Mediajiinum. Both which are reckoned among the 
Membranes. 

t A human Body was called by the Antients, The 
Microco/m; that is, the World in Miniature. An 
Abridgment or Epitome, of all that is convenient and 
nfeful, of all that is elegant and majeftic, in the whole 
Syftem of created Things. 
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ing this Service, they oblige the crimfon Current 
to pafs into the narrowejl Defiles , and diftribute itfelf 
into all Quarters.—The Blood, thrown from the 
Heart, dilates the Arteries, and their own elaftic 
Force contrails them. By which Means they vi¬ 
brate , in proper Places, very perceivably againft 
the Finger; bring Advices of the utmoft Impor¬ 
tance to the Phyfician ; and very much affift Him, 
both in difeovering the Nature of Difeafes, and 
preferibing for their refpedtive Cures.-—The larger 
Arteries, where-ever the Body is formed for Incur¬ 
vation, are fituate or* the bending Side: left, being 
ftretched to an improper Length by the Inflexion, 
their Dimenfions lhould be leflened, and the circu¬ 
lating Fluid retarded.—They are not, like feveral 
of the confiderable Veins, laid fo near the Surface, 
as to be potrufive of the Skin; but are depofited to 
a proper Depth in the Flefh. And, generally fpeak- 
ing, the larger their Size, the deeper is their Situa¬ 
tion. Which renders them more fecure from ex¬ 
ternal Accidents; and enables them, like a main 
Pipe lodged in the Center of a Street, to tranfmit 
their fmaller Du£ls, more eafily and more fpeedily, 
to the Extremity of their feveral Spheres. This 
Situation conceals likewife thofe Starts and Refl¬ 
ations of the Pulfe, which, if apparent, would 
difeompofe the molt fedate, and disfigure the moil 
comely Countenance.—Could We caft our Eye 
upon the River, which runs through the neigh¬ 
bouring Meadow, We might obferve feveral Mills 
interfe&ing the Stream. The Waters at thofe 
Places, if not entirely flopped, drain away very 
flowly. In Confequence of this Obftru£lion, the 
lower Channels would be funk dry, and the upper 
4 Ones 
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Ones fwelled into a Flood. To obviate both thefe 
Inconveniencies, Low-Jhots are provided: which, 
carrying off the Surcharge, prevent a Glut above, 
and fupply the Banks below. In thofe Parts of the 
Body, which are moft liable to Preffure, much the 
fame Expedient takes place. The Arteries inof- 
culate ; or, breaking into a new Track, they fetch 
a little Circuit, in order to return and communicate 
again with the main Road. So that, if any Ob- 
ftacle blocks up or ftraitens the direct Paflage ; the 
Current, by diverting to this new Channel, eludes 
the Impediment; maintains an uninterrupted Flow; 
and foon regains its wonted Courfe. 

Veins are appointed to receive the Blood from the 
Arteries, ahd reconvey it to the Heart.—Small at 
their Rile, and enlarging as they advance, they are 
void of any Puliation. In thefe the Preffure of the 
circulating Fluid, is not near fo forcible as in the 
arterial Tubes; for which Reafon, their Texture 
is conftderably (lighter. Such an exact Oeeonomljl 
is Nature, even amidft all her Liberality* !—In 
many of thefe Canals, the Current, though widen¬ 
ing continually, and acquiring a proportionable In- 
creafe of Gravity, is obliged to pulh its Way againft 
the Perpendicular. By which Circumftance, it is 
expofed to the Hazard of falling back, and over¬ 
loading the Veflels; if not of fupprefiing the animal 
Motion. For a Security againft this Danger, Valves 
are interpofed at proper Diftances. Which are no 
Hindrance to the regular Pafi'age, but prevent the 
M 3 Reflux; 

* A parallel Inftance of Frugality is obfervable in the 
Arteries. Whofe Coats are fpun thinner, as the Diame¬ 
ter of the Veflels becomes /mailer, and the Preffure of 
the Blood weaker. 
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Reflux; fuftain the augmented Weight; and facili¬ 
tate a Progrefs to the grand Receptacle. This aux¬ 
iliary Contrivance comes in, where the Blood it 
conftrained to climb : but is difmifled where the 
fteep Afcent ceafes, and fuch a Precaution would 
be needlefs. 

Here are Glands , whofe OfHce it is, to filtrate the 
palling Fluid. Each of thefe Glands is an Aflem- 
blage of Veflels, complicated and intervolved, with 
feeming Confufion, but with perfeft Regularity. 
As fome Kind of Sieves tranfmit the Duft, and re¬ 
tain the Corn; others bolt out the Meal, and hold 
back the Bran ; fo, fome of thefe glandulous Strain¬ 
ers draw off the fineft, others the groffeft Parts of 
the Blood. Some, like the DiiViller’s Alembic, 
Jublimate *; others, like the common Sewers, de~ 
fcecate f. Each forms a Secretion, far more cu¬ 
rious than the moft admired Operations of Chemif- 
tryj while all are neceflary for the Support of Life, 
cr conducive to the Comfort of the Animal.— 
Mufdcs , wove in Nature’s niceft Loom; compofed 
of the flendereft Fibres, yet endued with incredible 
Strength ; fafliioned after a Variety of Patterns, 
but all in the higheft Tafte for Elegance, Conve- 
niency, and Ufefulnefs.—Thefe, with their Tendons 

annexed, 

* The glandulous Subftance of the Brain j which fe- 
cretes the animal Spirits. 

f The Liver and Kidneys. The former of which fe- 
parates the Gall. 1 he latter drains oft' a Fluid, which, 
being fulhcienily known, need not be named. I could 
wifh, it had not been lo explicitly and coarfely men¬ 
tioned, in our Tranilation of the beft of Books. But 
that We had rendered the Original in 1 Kings xiv. 10. 
every Male ; in lfai. xxxvi. |2. Eat and drink tbtir own 
Excrements, 


5 
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annexed, conftitute the Inftruments of Motion. 
The former, contra&ing their Subftance, operate 
like the Pulley in Mechanics. The latter, refem- 
bling the Cord, are fattened to a Bone, or fome 
Partition of Flefh: and, following the mufcular 
Contraction, actuate the Part into which they arc 
inferted. This, and all their Functions they exe¬ 
cute, not like a fluggifh Beaft of Burden, but quick 
as the Lightning.— Nerves , very minute Tubes; 
derived from the Brain, and permeated by an ex- 
quifitely fubtle Fluid. Which, gliding into the 
Mufcles, fets them on Work; diffufes the Power 
of Senfation through the Body; or, returning upon 
any Impreflion from without, gives all needful In¬ 
telligence to the Soul.— Veficlcs , diftended with an 
unctuous Matter; in fome Places, compofe a foft 
Cufhion * for Nature; in other Places, they fill 
up her Vacuities, and frnooth her Inequalities. In¬ 
wardly, they fupple the feveral Movements of the 
a£tive Machine. Outwardly , they render its Appear¬ 
ance plump, well proportioned, and graceful. 

It is faid of the virtuous Woman; She is not afraid 
of the Snow for her Houfiold ; for all her Houjhold are 
clothed with Scarlet f ; or, as VVc read in the Mar¬ 
gin, with double Garments %. Whether the admitted 

or 

* The Calf of the Leg, for Inflance. Whofe large Col- 
leftion of Mufcles, intermingled with Fat, is of lingular 
Service to thofe important Bones. It flanks and fortifies 
them, like a ftrong Baflion. It fupports and cherilhes them, 
like a foft Pillonxj. What is no lefs pleafing to obferve, it 
accommodates and defends them on that very Side, where 
they molt frequently rell their Weight, and where they are 
leaft capable of being guarded by the Eye. 

f Prov. xxxi. 21. 

I See Gen. vi. 10, 20. Where the Word esuttf occurs 
M 4. in 
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or the eje< 5 lcd Tranflation is belt, I am not-a com¬ 
petent Judge. But that the ever-bountiful GOD 
has, in this moft warm, comfortable, and fecure 
Manner, clothed our vital Parts, is an undoubted 
Fa£t. One of the two Garments, the Flejh, has 
already been examined. Another, the Skin*, is 
ftill to be confidered. T his is a Kind of Surtout, 
exactly fitted, and fupcrinduced over the Whole. 
Like our LORD’S Vefture, it is without Seam, 
from the Top throughout. It confifts of the moft de¬ 
licate Net-work ; whofe Melhes f are minute, and 
whofe Threads are $ multiplied, even to a Prodigy. 
—The Mefhes fo minute , that nothing pafles them, 

. which 

In this Signification. Which may, in the Place quoted 
above, not improperly be rendered, with Pairs or ’with 
two Suits. 

* There are two Goats of Skin on the human Flefh. 
Though Theron feems to take Notice of one only ; or 
elfe to comprife them both in one Reprefentation. The 
outermoft is titled Cuticula, or the Scarf Jkin. The in- 
nermoft, called Cutis, is the true and proper Skin. The 
firft is that foft whitifh Tegument, which rifes in the 
Pullule of a Blifter. The other is thatreddifh and very 
tender Part, which appears, when the Blifter is broke, 
and the dead Skin taken off. The former is totally void 
of Senfe ; and very happily provided to fereen the latter. 
Screen it not only from the Stroke of Injuries, but even 
from the lmp:effions of the Air. Which, mild as it 
may feel to the Jhcathed, would be too rough and fharp 
for the naked Nerves. 

There feems to be an Allufion to this Particular, in 
that remarkable Expreflion, Skits for Skin, "ny “un 
*fob ii. 4. Skits even unto Skin ; the very inmoft Skin, 
which cannot be taken away, without the greateft Lofs, 
and fevereft Pain. Yet, even this Lofs a Man would fuf- 
fer, this Pain He would endure, in order to preferve pre¬ 
cious Life. 

f The Pores of the Cuticula. 

j The nervous Fibres, and other Vcffels of the Cutis. 
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which is difcernible by the Eye; though they dif- 
charge, every Moment, Myriads and Myriads of fu- 
perfluous Incumbrances from the Body. The Steam, 
arifing from the warm Bufinefs tranfafled within, is 
carried off by thefe real, though imperceptible Fun¬ 
nels *. This Evacuation conftitutes, what We 
ufually call, infenfible Perfpiration .—The Threads 
fo multiplied , that neither the Point of the fmalleft 
Needle, nor the incomparably nicer Spear of a Gnat, 
nor even the invifible Lancet of a Flea, can pierce 
any fingle Part, without caufing an uneafy Senfa- 
tion and a Suffufion of Blood : confequently, with¬ 
out wounding, even by fo fmall a Pundture, both 
a Nerve and a Vein f. 

The Veins, either pervading, or lying parallel 
with, this fine tranfparent Coat, beautify the human 
Stru&ure ; thofe Parts efpccially, which are moft 
confpicuous, and intended for public View. The 
pliant Wrift, and the taper Arm, they variegate 
with an Inlay of living Sapphire. They fpread 

Ver- 

* Thefe are fomewhere prettily ftyled cutaneous Chim « 
nits ; and no Wonder they are imperceptible, if, as Mr. 
Leuvenhoeck affirms, a Angle Grain of Sand, will cover no 
lefs than 125,000. 

f A Blood-wjfel at lcaft. Compared with thefe Vef- 
fe!s, the fine filmy Threads, which, on fome bright au¬ 
tumnal Morning, float in the Air, or hang on the Stub¬ 
ble, mod be large as a Bell-rope, or bulky as a Cable, 
—Such Tubes, One would think, ihould burfi at every 
Breath We draw, or even break with their own Finenefs. 
Yet, they are the Conduit-pipes, which convey the vital 
Fluid from and to the grand Refervoir. And fo admi¬ 
rable is their Texture, that they will out-laft the Strength 
of Lead, or the Heart of Oak: thefe wearing away, thofe 
growing ftronger, by Ufe. 
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Vermillion over the Lips *, and plant Rofes in the 
Cheeks. While the Eye, tinged with glofly Jet, 
or fparkling with the Blue of Heaven, is fixed in 
an Orb of polifhed Chryftal f. Infomuch that the 
earthly Tabernacle exhibits the niceft Proportions, 
and difplays the richeft Graces. Such nice Propor¬ 
tions, as afford the moft correct Model for Statuary 
and Architecture, fuch rich Graces, as the Canvafs 
never bore, as Painting imitates in vain. 

fifp. How juft in itfclf, and how pertinent to our 
Purpofe, is that well known Acknowledgment of 
the facred and royal Anatomift; “ I am curioujly 
“ wrought J / There is a Variety, a Regularity, 
w and an Elegance, in the Texture of my Body; 

“ in 

* Thy Lips are like a Thread of Scarlet, Cant. iv. 3 . 
Like a Thread, for their delicate Shape ; like a Thread 
of Scarlet for their glowing Colour. 

f Solomon has compared the Eyes to The Fijh pools in 
Helhbon. A Comparifon, as juft, as it is noble.—Ob- 
ferve the Eye in the human Strudlure, and a fine Piece of 
Water in the rural Profped. Each is a very fmall Part, 
yet eminently ornamental to the Whole.—Each enlivens 
the Scene. Without Water, the Landfcape is dull and 
dreary ; without an Eye, the Countenance would be blank 
and hagged A lhining kind of Luftre, fparkles in one ; 
trembles in the other; radiants from both. Both are a 
Source of innumerable Advantages, to their refpeclive 
Subjcds.—’Tis probable, thofe Filh-pools in Hejhbon, 
being artificially made, were exadtly correfpondent in 
Size, in Form, and Situation. If fo, the Parallel is re¬ 
markably perfeft, and the Simile receives the higheft 
Finilhing. See Cant. vii. 4. 

J The Original ’riDpn fignifies finely wrought or ele¬ 
gantly fiourijhed with a Needle. —The Tranflation adopted 
by our Liturgy is, in this Place, flat and inexpreflive. 
The Englijh Word fajhioned, has juft the fame Inferiority 
to the beautiful Hebrew Phrafe ; as the Badge, tacked 
npon feme poor Penfioner’s Coat, has to the Star em¬ 
broidered on a Nobleman’s Breaft. Pfial. cxxxix. 14. 
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** in the Formation and Arrangement of thefe 
“ Bones and Mufcles, thefe Veins and Arteries; 
** — refcmbling, fhall I fay?—rather, infinitely 
“ furpaffing, the raoft coftly and admired Pieces of 

Embroidery.” Even thofe, which were wrought 
under the Direction of infpired Wifdom ; and cotn- 
pofe the rich facerdotal Veftments*, or the grand 
and facred Ornaments of the Tabernacle f. 

It is one of the fineft Similitudes, which the whole 
Circle of polite Arts could afford. And, as ufed 
by the Hebrew Poet as referring to the venerable 
Embellifhments of the San&unry, receives a pe¬ 
culiar Dignity. Yet every Comparifon, fetched 
from the Performances of Mankind, muff nccef- 
farily debafe the matchlefs Subject.—All the En¬ 
richments, which the Needle can give, or the moft 
Jplendid Silks receive, are rude, are coarfe, are mere 
Sack-cloth, when fet in Oppofition to the confum- 
mate Perfe&ion of the flefhly Web. As indeed all 
the celebrated Palaces, Ampitheatres, Temples, which 
ever adorned the moft magnificent Cities in the 
World, are but a Heap of Confufion, if compared 
■with the Symmetry and Beauty of the bodily Fabric. 
—And, what is beyond meafure marvelous^ all thefe 
Wonders of Mechanifm and Decoration aiofc—not 
from the purer Elements—not from the more refined 
Parts of the Creation—but from Duft, Dijl of the 
Ground J. How cafily, Tberon , can that ftupendous 

ARTI- 

# Exod. xxviii. 39. f Exod. xxvi. 36. 

J The LORD GOD formed Man of the Dnjl of the 
Ground, Gen. ii. 7. Upon this Circum/Uiue, ot. Chrj- 
fojhm very juflly remarks ; To eiTeXs; tik noioo; tbIo hwvot 
fjoaX ir* T»{ T>xn,i ro wnofon nai tv/x t%atot, or* c» xan Triplet 

r<yrm.vir,V iv*6v,xev uf/xwat, xat Toiavla atcrSucEij, uiu icouiAa; 
*«» ma»1oVw«{. Arcg. too. 
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ARTIFICER renew our Hearts, and transform 
our Souls into his own Image! Who could raife 
fuch delicate and majeftic Edifices; the blooming 
Countenance, and the graceful Mien; the fine 
Turn of Shape, and the enchanting Harmony of 
Features} could raife them all from Particles— 
defpicablc Particles of the trodde n Soil ’ 

I could not forbear interpofing this Remark. Be- 
caufe, it tends to manifeft our CREATOR’S 
Glory, to encourage our Hopes, and ftrengthen our 
Faith. Otherwife, I Ihould be angry with myfelf, 
for interrupting your Difccurfe.—Pray, go on with 
your Defcription of the Animal Oeconomy. Only 
let me obferve, That fuch a Courfe of mediant 
Adlion, muft exhaujl the Fluids; muft wajte the 
Solids; and, unlefs both are fupplied with proper 
Recruits, muft gradually weaken, and at length 
totally deftroy, the Machine. 

Ther. For this Reafon, it is furnifhed with the 
Organs, and endued with the Powers of Nutrition, 
mm.Teeth ; the foremoft, thin and {harp; fitted to 
bite afunder the Food, or cut * oft' fuch a Portion, 
fit the Mouth can conveniently manage. The hin- 
dermoft, broad and ftrong; indented, like the Sur¬ 
face of a Mill-ftotie t> with fmall Cavities, and 
jagged with little Afperities. Which qualify them 

to 

• Called therefore, Incifvvi. 

f Styled accordingly, Molares.~-We find neither of 
thefe Kinds in the new-born Babe. As Milk is, for a 
eonfiderable Time, its apparent Food, Teeth would be 
of no Service to the Infant itfelf. As it is to prefs the 
tender Nipple for this milky Suftenance, Teeth would be • 
painful and prejudicial to the Nurfe. Therefore Na¬ 
ture has poftponed the Formation of thefe fine Implements, 
till they become both neceifary and beneficial. 



DIALOGUE XII. |8(> 

to grind in Pieces, whatever is tranfmitted to their 
Operation.—Were the Teeth, like our other Bones, 
covered with the ufual Membrane, the A£t of Chew¬ 
ing would always occafion great Uncafinefs; and, 
when any hard Subftance is eaten, might even la¬ 
cerate the tender Tegument. Were they left with¬ 
out any Sort of Covering ; they would fuffer from 
the Inclemencies of the Air, and be liable to the 
Penetration of Liquors. In which Cafe, they muft 
foon become foft and unfit for Service, or be cor¬ 
rupted, and entirely perifh. To guard ngainfl 
thefe Difadvantages, they are curioufly glazed, or 
overlaid with a neat Enamel ; as white as Ivory, 
and harder than the Bone itfelf. Which renders 
them an Ornament to the Mouth*; fecures them 
from various Injuries; and exempts them from 
Pain in the Office of Maftication. 

As the Rims and Cufhions of a Billiard-table, 
keep the Ball from flying off? and fend it back into 
the green Area, for repeated Eflays of Skill; fo the 
Lips prevent the Food from flipping out of tho 
Mouth; and, affifted by the Tongue, return it to 
the renewed Attrition of the Grinders.-—While the 

Lips, 

• This ornamental Furniture of the Mouth, is, in the 
grand oriental Manner, deferibed by Solomon. Thy Teeth 
are like a Flock of Sheep, that are even Jhorn, which cent' 
up from the Wajhing, Cant. iv. 2. Growing, not Angle, 
like the Nofe ; not in Pairs, like the Eyes; but in Rows 
confiderably numerous, like a Flock. —None rifing higher 
than the other; none Handing unduly prominent beyond 
another; but all fet as true, as if they were ranged by 
the Compafs; and making as regular an Appearance, aft 
the Flocks that art even Jhorn. —They are clean alfo at 
the Fleeces which have no Spot, and white as the Colour 
of the pureft Wool ; like the Flocks juft come up from 
•wajhing ia the cryftal Stream, 
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Lips, in Concert with the Cheeks, are employed in 
this Work, their Motion comprefles the circumja¬ 
cent Glands; and, from innumerable little Ori¬ 
fices, a thin pellucid Liquor * exfudes. Which 
moiftens the attenuated Food, and prepares it for 
more eafy Digeftion,—When the Mouth remains 
inactive, thefe Fountains are clofed. But, when it 
is exercifed, either in fpeaking or eating, their Moif- 
ture then being peculiarly neceflary, they never fail 
to give out a fufficient Quantity. 

When the Soldier charges his Carbine, the Cart¬ 
ridge could not make its Way to the Bottom, with¬ 
out the Protrufion of the Rammer f. Neither 

could 


* The Saliva or Spittle. 

+ This, and the other Similitudes, it mull be con- 
feffed, are too mean for the noble Occafion. Neither do 
they, in every Circumftance, quadrate with the Functions 
defcribed. There is very little Affinity, between the 
Motion of the Mufcles, which minifter to the Aft of 
Swallowing, and the perpendicular Protrufion of the 
Rammer. The Comparifon is introduced, only to de- 
monftrate the Neceffity of fome propelling Force, in order 
to convey the Aliment into the proper Receptacle. 

When We dcfcant upon a Subjeft, of fuch extenlive 
'Contrivance, and of fuch finilhcd Perfeftion, as the hu¬ 
man Strufture; it is fcarce poffible to find Similitudes, 
that will correfpond in all Particulars, or that can rife 
to the Dignity of the Original. Yet if they tend, in any 
tolerable Degree, to explain its Formation, to difplay 
its Ufes, and render its wonderful Oeconomy fomewhat 
more intelligible, perhaps they may be allowed to take 
place. 

1 hope, it will be remembered, that Theron fpeaks, 
not as an Adept in the Science, but as one whofe highell 
Pretenfions are, to admire the Work, and adore the AR¬ 
TIFICER. Which Acknowledgment mayentitleHim 
to fome candid Indulgence,, in cafe He ihould offend 
again It the precife anatomical Exaftnefs, either of Senti¬ 
ment, or Expreffion. 
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could the Food, which Wc receive at the Mouth, 
dcfcend, by the Force of its own Weight, through 
a narrow and clammy Channel, into the Stomach. 
To effectuate therefore, and expedite its Paffage, 
Mufcles, both Jiraight and circular , are provided. 
The former, enlarge the Cavity of the Throat, 
and afford a more eafy Admittance; the latter, 
doling behind the defcending Aliment, prefi it 
downwards, and finilh the Deglutition.—Before 
the Food enters the Gullet, it muff of ncceffity pafs 
over the Orifice of the Wind-pipe ; confequently, 
inufl: be in no fmall Danger of falling upon the 
Lungs. Which would, if not entirely obflruci the 
Breath, yet occafion violent Coughing*, and great 
Inconvcniencies. To obviate this Evil, the all— 
forefeeing CONTRIVER has placed a moveable 
Lid, or hung a cartilaginous Drazv-bridge f. When 
any the fmalleft Particle of Food advances to the 
Stomach, this Lid is pulled down and fhut clofe; 
but, the very Moment the Morfel is fvvallowed, 
the Cover, inftinctive as it were, fprings up and 
leaves the Paffage open. By this two-fold Artifice, 
the important Paffage is always barred and made 
fure, again!! any noxious Approaches; yet is al¬ 
ways left free for the neceffary Accellion of Air, and 
commodious for the Purpofes of Refpiration. 

When the Maltfter prepares his Grain for the 
Tranfmutations of the Brewhoufe; lie fuffers it to 
lie, feveral Hours, fteeping in the Ciflcrn; before 
it is fit, to be fpread upon the Floor, or dried on the 

Kiln. 

* This is what We experience, when, in eating or 
drinking, any Thing goes (as is commonly, and nat im¬ 
properly faid) the aurong Way. 

f Called the Epiglottic. 
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Kiln. The Meat and Drink likewife muft remain, 
a confidetfble Time, in the Stomach ; before they are 
of a proper Confiftence and Temperature, either for 
the tender Coats, or the delicate Operation of the 
Bowels.—-For which Purpofe, that great Receiver is 
made—ftrong to bear—capacious to hold—and fo 
Ctirioufly contrived, as to lay a temporary Embargo* 
upon its Contents. Here, they are lodged in the 
very Center of Warmth, and concocted by the moft 
kindly Combination of Heat and Humidity. Here, 
they arc faturated with other fermenting or diluting 
Juices; and are kneaded, as it were, by the Motion 
of the Stomach, and Compreflion of the neighbour¬ 
ing Parts. So that every the Minuteft Fragment is 
feparated ; the Whole is reduced to a Tenuity , abun¬ 
dantly finer than the exa&eft Grinding could effe&; 
and all is worked up into the fmootheft, moft nicely 
mixed Pulp imaginable.—From hence it is diflodged, 
by a gently a&ing Force; and pailes, by a gradual 
Transition, into the Cavity of the Inteftines. 

Near the Entrance, pun&ual as a Porter in his 
Lodge, waits the Gall bladder + ; ready to transfufe 
its acrimonious, but falutarv Juices, on the advanc¬ 
ing Aliment. Which dijfalve its remaining Vifcidi- 
ties; fcour the Paflage of the Inteftines; and keep 
all its fine Apertures clear.—This Bag, as the Sto¬ 
mach fills, is elevated by the Diftention; as the Sto¬ 
mach empties, is proportionably deprefled. The for¬ 
mer Pofture brings on a Difcharge, the latter occa- 

fions 

* Which is quite contrary to the Oeconomy of the 
Gullet; though they are not only contiguous to each 
Other, but a Continuation of the fame Tube. 

f The Gall-bladder is. fituate upon the lower Margin , 
*f the Liv er; and to fecrete'the bilious Juice, is fuppofed 
' to be the principal Ufe of that largeft of Glands. 
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lions a Suppreffion of the Bile. It is furnilhed alfo 
with a Valve, of a very peculiar, but moft conve* 
nient Form*; through which the deterfive Liquid, 
cannot haftily pour, but muft gently ooze.—Admi¬ 
rable Conftruiftion ! Which, without any Care or 
Confcioufnefs of ours, prohibits an immoderate Ef- 
fufion, yet afcertains the needful Supply. 

Sufficiently charged with this adventitious Fluid, 
the nutritive Mafs purfues its Way through the In- 
tejlines. Whofe Meanders, are incomparably more 
curious and wonderful, than the Mazes of the Dee- 
dalean Labyrinth. They are actuated with a worm¬ 
like or undulatory Motion f: which protrudes the 
received Aliment, and forces its fine milky Particles 
into the LaSleal Vcjfcls. Thefe are a Series of the 
moft delicate Strainers ; ranged, in countlefs Mul¬ 
titudes, all along the Sides of the winding Paffage. 
Each fo nicely framed, as to admit the nutrimen- 
tal balmy Juices, and rejedt the grofs excrementi- 
tious Dregs.—Had the Ipjpftines been Jlraity they 
muft have been Jhort. Then the Food might have 
gone through and efcaped, without refigning a fuf- 
ficient Quantity of its nourilhing Particles. There¬ 
fore, this grandeft of all the vital Du£ts, is artfully 
convolved, that it may be greatly extended: that, 
it may afford Nature an Opportunity, of Jifting 
more thoroughly whatever paffes, and of detaining 
whatever may ferve her Purpofes. — Left fucb 
Lengths of Entrails, fhould be entangled among 
themfelyes, or be cumbrous to the Wearer, they 
are packed into the neateft Folds, and lie withia 
a narrow Compafs. They are at leaft fix Time* 
Vox,. II. N linger, 

• A fpiral Form. 

f Styled vermicular or perijlallic. 
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longer *, than the Body which contains them. 
Yet are they lodged , not crouded\ in a Part , not in 
the whole Region, of the lower Belly. And amidft 
this fmall Space, have fuflicicnt Room to execute the 
niceft and rooft important Functions.—Though the 
alimentary Subftance can never miftalce its Way ; 
yet it may, through fome accidental Impediment, 
attempt to return backward. In this Cafe, a Valve 
intervenes; and renders, what would be extremely 
pernicious; almoft always impracticable.—As the 
Whole proceeds in this ferpentine Courfe, it is 
perpetually fending off Detachments of nutritious 
Juices. In Confequence of which, it would lofe 
its foft Temperature; might become rugged, and 
pain the tender Parts; perhaps, be hindered from 
Aiding on to its final Exit. To prevent fuch an 
ObftruCtion, Glands are polled in proper Places f, 
jnuft difeharge a lubricating Fluid; which aids the 
Progrefs of the Mafs, and renews the Secretion of 
the Chyle. Till all that remains of the One, is 
clean drawn off; and the Other—But here You 
muft excufe me; and for my Negleft of farther 

Par- 

* According to this Calculation, they muft meafure, 
tn a pretty tall Man, more than thirty-fix Feet. —The Sub* 
fiance of the Bowels, though thin to a Delicacy, is ftrong 
to a Wonder. The bkin of an Ox-gut, I am told, will 
endure the blows of the Gold-beater’s Hammer, for many 
Months, nay for feveral Years. 

f In the Bowels, which lie neareft the Stomach, thefe 
Glands are Jmaller or fewer : becaufe, in thofe Parts, the 
Aliment is copioufly furniihed with Moifture. Whereas 
M the Bowels, which are more remote from the Stomach, 
and receive the Food drained of a confiderable Quantity 
of its Chyle, the lubricating Glands are either multiplied 
dr enlarged. A moil admirable Provifion ! Apparently di¬ 
ver iified, according to the feveral Changesofthe Aliment; 
yet exadiy adapted to the Exigencies of the Animal. 
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Particularity, your Author (hall make an Apology ; 
Quemadmodum autem Reliquiae Cibi depellantur , turn 
aflringentibus fe Inte/finis , turn relaxenitibus, baudfant 
difficile di£iu ejl: fed tamen pratereundum ejl , ne quid 
habeat Injucunditatis Oratio *. 

The Chyle , drawn off by all the fecretory Orifices, 
is carried along Millions of the fineft Duds +, and 
lodged in feveral commodious Cells J, As a Traveller, 
by baiting upon the Road, and taking proper.Re- 
frefhmcnt, is better qualified to purfue his Journey: 
fo the Chyle, diverting to thofe little Inns, is mixed 
with a thin, diluting, watery Subftance j which ren¬ 
ders it more apt to flow, and more fit for Ufe.— 
From hence it is conveyed to one common Recep¬ 
tacle ||, and mounts through a perpendicular Tube, 
When Provifion or Ammunition is tranfmitted to 
an Army, it generally pafies under an Efcort of 
able Troops. As this milky Fluid is the immediate 
N 2 Support, 

* Cicero De Nat. Dear. — As Therott avoids meddling 
with a Subjeft, which is become ufdefs and putrefeent, 
I think myfelf obliged to- imitate his Delicacy. Only 
I would add oneRemark in the Notes, and lhall beg leave 
to exprefs it in Greek. That if it fhould prove, in any 
Degree, difguftful; it may have, at leaft, the negative 
Merit, not to offend many Readers. E?m Si am%uftrHa 
aTrsrpi'V* Tt»5 Telus outlet v pvme, xai arninfr.tv n &vvdiot 
Vfoatilalu etrro rut ai8wf«». Socrat. Memorab. 

f Fine indeed! Since their Orifices , through which 
they admit ;he Chyle, are not difcoverable even by the 
Very heft Microfcopes. To this prodigioufly nice Conftruc- 
tion it is owing, that nothing enters the Sub<lanceof the 
Blood, but what is fmaller than the fmaleifc Arteries in. 
the Syftem, and thereby fitted to pafs through the fineft 
capillary Veffels, without caufing any Obftru&ion. 

$ The Glands of the Mefentery. 

|| The Receptacuhtm Cbyli ; a Refcrvatory, placed near 
the deft Kidney. 
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Support, and principal Nouriftiment of the whole 
Syftem, its Conveyance is guarded with fingular 
Caution. The perpendicular Tube , not having fuf- 
ficient Force of its own, is laid contiguous to the 
great Artery; whofe ftrong Pulfation drives on the 
creeping Fluid; enables it to overcome the fteep 
Afcent, and unload its precious Treafure at the 
!$ery Door of the Heart.—Here, it enters the Trunk 
of a large Vein, molt conveniently opened for its 
Reception. It enters in a Jlanting or oblique Direc¬ 
tion. By this Method of Approach, it avoids thwart¬ 
ing, and coincides with the purple Stream ; which, 
inftead of obftrudiing its Admiflion, expedites its 
PafTage j and, inftead of being a Bar to exclude it, 
becomes a Vehicle to waft it.—Its Entrance is far¬ 
ther fccured by a Valve, whofe Miniftration is doubly 
ferviceable: Jhutting the Aperture againft the refluent 
Blood, in cafe it Ihould offer to obtrude itfelf; but 
opening a free, fafe, and eafy Avenue, to introduce 
this Manna of Nature. 

The Blood, through every Stage of its ample Cir¬ 
cuit, having fuftained great Expences j being laid 
under Contribution, by every Gland in the whole 
Syftem ; and having fupplied Myriads of the capil¬ 
lary Veflels, with Matter for infenfible Perfpiration ; 
muft be very much impoverifhed. But is moil op¬ 
portunely recruited, by this Acceffion of Chyle.— 
Yet though recruited, it is not refined. In its pre - 
fent crude State, it is abfolutely unqualified to per¬ 
form the vital Tour, or carry on the animal Func¬ 
tions. Therefore, by a grand Apparatus of muf- 
cular Fibres, it is wafted into the Lungs ; and pours 
a thoufand, thoufand Rills into either Lobe.—I* 
the Cells, the fpohgy Cjlls of this amazing Labra -• 

torjto 
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tary, it imbibes the Influences of the external Air} 
its heterogeneous Parts are thoroughly incorporated j 
and its whole Sub fiance is made cool, fmooth, and 
florid.—Thus improved, thus exalted, it is tranf- 
mitted to the left Ventricle of the Heart ; a Jirong 
aflive, indefatigable * Mufcle j placed in the very 
Center of the Syftem. Impelled by this beating 
Engine, Part fhoots upward; and fweeps, with a 
bounding Impetus, into the Head. There, it im¬ 
pregnates the prolific Fields of the Brain; and 
forms thofe fubtle fpirituous Dews+, which impart 
N 3 Senfc 

• Indefatigable— This is a very diftinguijhing, and no 
lefs amazing Property of the Heart. The large Mufcles 
of the Arm, or the much larger of the Thigh, are foon 
wearied. A Day’s Labour, or a Day’s Journey, will ex- 
hauft their Strength. But the Mufcle, which conflitutes 
the Heart, works through whole Weeks, whole Months, 
whole Years, and never becomes weary. Is equally a 
Stranger to IntermiJJion and Fatigue.— St. Chryfoftom has 
made the fame Remark concerning the Eye. Ewwor 
avia to xocAAof, jtcd ti)» ivta/jut T»» ovr'lix/,*, x<*t <mu( roaulot imut 
tupos pcr,xo{ a xufxm xat Tct?.aiwup;i, aAAa tnoitf fi.it 'srpoiABovlis 
‘motatri xatExAvotian, op6aK/A.&-oiiivat rocrvlov fj.it v^of, roaulet 
ci tvpof, yoiuictc aciff-Qatlat a^ur‘of. 

f Thefe are, what We call. The animal Spirits', and 
it is generally fuppofed, that Senfation is caufed, by the 
undulatory Motion of this nervous Fluid.—-Though feme 
imagine, it is performed by the ‘vibratory Mofion of the 
Nerves themfelves.—Others think, that ^either of thefe 
Opinions will comport, with the Tcxturh of thofe fine 
Tubes, or with the Nature of the Fluid they contain.— 
It is, I believe, one of thofe My ft erics in the material 
World, which may reconcile thinking and unprejudiced 
Minds, to the Myfteries of the Chriftian Revelation. 
Why Ihould any One wonder, to find fame Do&rines in 
the B 1 b l e, which furpafs the Reach of human Under- 
flanding; when there are fo many Operations in the 
Body, confefledly and abfolutely inexplicable by the moi 
*cut* Anatomiftf 
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Senfe to every Nerve, and communicate Motion to 
every Limb. Part flows downward ; rolls the reek¬ 
ing Current through all the lower Quarters; and 
difpenfes the nutri mental Stores, even to the mcaneft 
Member, and the minuteft Veflel. 

Obferve, how the ftately Thames , and the rapid 
Rhine , refrefh the Forefts and th« Groves; water 
the Towns, which croud their Banks; and make 
the Meadows they interfe£t, laugh and ling. So, 
only with an incomparably richer Fluid, and with 
infinitely more numerous Streams, this human River 
laves the feveral Regions of the Body. Transfufing 
Vigour, and propagating Health, through the 
Whole. 

But, how fhall a Stream, divided into Myriads of 
Channels, and pervading innumerable Tracts, how 
fhall this be brought back again to its Source ? 
Should any Portion, like your Lake-waters after a 
Land-flood, deviate from their Courfc, or be unable 
to return—Putrefaction would take place—A Nui- 
fancc would arife—Death might enfuc. Therefore 
the All-wife CRE A TO R has conne&ed the Ex¬ 
tremity of the Arteries, with the Beginning of the 
Veins. So that the fame Force, which darts the 
crimfon Wave through the former, drives it through 
the latter. Thus it is recondudled, without the 
leaft Extra vafation, to the great falient Cjftern*. 

There 

* Solomon makes ufe of this Similitude—Or ever the 
Pitcher be broken at the Fountain ; or the Wheel broken at the 
Cijlern. The two Ventricles of the Heart, replenilhed with 
Blood, are fitly reprefented by a Cijlern ; and the contrac¬ 
tile Fogce of their Fibres, afls like ;he Watcr-nuhtel in 
Hydraulics.—The Pitcher, which receives the Water at 
the Spring-head, and conveys it away for the Owner’* 

Service, 
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There played off afrefh, it renews and perpetuates 
the vital Fun&ions. 

Where two oppoftte Currents would be in Danger 
of clafhing, a fibrous Excrefcence interpofes * ; 
which, like a projecting Pier, breaks the Stroke of 
each, and throws both into their proper Receptacle. 
—When the Wafture is to be fpeedy, the Channels 
either forbear to wind in their Courfe t, or to lef- 
fen in their Dimenfions J. When the Progrefs is 
to be retarded , the Tubes are twined into various 
Convolutions ||, or their Diameter is contracted in¬ 
to a narrower Size.—Modeled by thefe judicious 
Rules; guarded by thefe wife Precautions; the 
living Flood never difcontinues its interchangeable 
Tide: but. Night and Day, whether We lleep or 
wake, ftill perfeveres to fally brijkly through the 
Arteries, and return foftly through the Veins. 

Such aftonilhing Expedients are ufibd, to concoct, 
digeft, affimilate the Food! To convert it into 
Chyle—to blend it with the Blood—and to diftri- 
bute both through the Body! By means of which, 
the animal Conftitution is nourifhed and main* 
tained. In Youth, its Bulk is increafed; in Age, 
its Decays are repaired; and it is kept in tenant- 
able Condition for the Soul, during the Space of 
feventy or eighty Years. 

N 4 Thefe 

Service, may probably fignify the Aorta, and the pulmo¬ 
nary Artery; whofe FunSions correfpond with the Ufes 
of fuch a Veflel. Ecclef. xii. 6. 

* In the Point, where the Streams, from the Vena 
cava and Vena afeendens, meet. 

f In the great Artery, which defeends to the Feet. 

J In every Interval, between all the Ramifications. 

|| Iu the Veffels, which carry the Blood to the Brain ; 
which form the vifcoui Secretions; and indeed which 
conftimte all the Glands. 



200 DIALOGUE XII. 

Thefe are a few, and but a very few Inftances of 
that Contrivance, Regularity, and Beauty, which 
are obfervable in the human Frame. Attentive En¬ 
quirers discover deeper Footfteps of Defign, and 
more refined Strokes of Skill. Difcover them,- not 
only in the grand and moft diftinguifhed Parts, but 
in every Limb, and in every Organ: I may venture 
to add, in every Fibre that is extended, and in 
every Globule * that flows. 

Jfp. How various is the Syftem of the Body! 
Various, in the Subftance, as well as in the Shape, 
of the feveral Parts! Yet all wrought of one and 
the fame original Mafs !—Is it not ftrange, that the 
very fame Speck of Matter, fhould fpread itfelf into 
a Lining Of Skin, and fwell into Beds of Flefh; 
fhould be extended into tough Sinews, and har¬ 
dened into ftrong Bones j fhould here be impene¬ 
trable as the folid Rock, there be tranfparent as 
the fineft Gaufe + ?—Is it not exceedingly ftrange, 
that one and the fame Scrap of Ample uncompoundcd 
Materials, fhould form the Columns and the Raf¬ 
ters ; fhould compofc the Aqucdudts and Refervoirs; 
fhould be (efficient to execute both the Mafonry 
and the Joinery: in fliort, to conftitute the Shell, 
the Furniture, and all the Ornaments, of the 
complete!! Edifice in the World! 

The 

* The extreme Mhuteue/s of the Globules, which form 
the red Part of our Blood, is one Exemplification, of this 
Remark. If, as Mr. Lewenhoeci computes, every Glo¬ 
bule be 25,000 times ftnaller, than the fmallefl Grain of 
Sand. 

- f Red, Gaufe —This is particularly obfervable, in 
»he Conitruftion of the Teeth, and the Compofition of 
the Gmt- 
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The Syftem, I obferve, though various, is uni¬ 
form. Amidft the greateft Multiplicity of Parts, 
the moft perfect Harmony fubfifts. No one hin¬ 
ders, but each aflifts, the Operation of another; 
and all confpirc to the Benefit and Prefervation of 
the Whole.— Moft judicioufly has the great Apoftle 
touched this Subjefl! Moft happily has He applied 
it, to illuftrate the Reafonablencfs, and enforce the 
Practice, both of perfonal and facial Duties, of pri¬ 
vate Content and public Concord. 

The Body, He obferves, is not one Member , but 
many. To each of which fome peculiar and needful 
Office is affigned. So that the Foot, though placed 
in the loweft Order, and deftined to ferve on the very 
Ground, has no Reafon to reckon itfelf a worthless 
outcaft; or to fay, Becavfe I am not the Head, l am 
not of the Body *. Neither has the Head, in its ex¬ 
alted Station, and amidft its honourable Functions, 
any Caufe to defpife the inferior Limbs; or to fay, 
with Contempt and Self-fufficiency, J have no need 

°f 

• i Cor. xii. 12, Sec. There feems to be a curtous Ex- 
aft nefs in this Profopopoeia, notobferved by Afpafio, but 
very juftly remarked by St. Chryfoftom. O u trout rot troS'x 
r u &aX!jojKi«o», aMwt rn oAifor uta€iG>.x/xa X c ‘P l > Tr» it 

axor.y roif toru^ott yotf of roi( (jpoSfa i‘irigt%uait. 

Tot; eXtJov atccGtGvKOO t tp 6 otut etuOuptr, Sta ruio xat av\o( dot 

mufleu rrt QvFxpaw. The Apoftle does not fuppofe the 
Foot remonflratingagainft the Head. But the Foot is in¬ 
troduced, as lodging the Complaint againft the Hand. 
While the Ear, a more noble Organ, exercifes Emula¬ 
tion againft the Eye. Each refpefting a Part, which, 
bears fome Affinity or Refemblance to itfelf. For We 
are not accuftomed to envy'Thofe, who move in the moft 
exalted Spheres, and far furpafs Us; but Thole only, 
who are on a Level with Ourfelves, or but a fmail Re¬ 
move above Us. Therefore the facred Writer makes this 
'udicious Affociation. 
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tf You.— If there were no Feet, what would be¬ 
come of the locomotive Faculty? Or how could 
the Body convey itfelf from one Place to another ? 
If there were no Hands, what Ihould we do for the 
Inftruments of Aftion ? Or how could the animal 
Frame be defended and accommodated?—Nay, the 
Parts, which feem to be Icfs honourable , are necefTary. 
Even thofe, which form the Sediments, or throw 
off the Dregs, are of the laft Importance to Life 
and its Comforts. Should thofe be obftructed in 
their A&ion, the moil raging Torment enfues; 
Ihould the Obftruciions continue. Death is the in¬ 
evitable Confequence. By this wife Adjuftment, 
there is no Schifm in the Body ; no feparate or inter¬ 
fering Ends are purfued by the Members; but the 
Safety and Support of each are the one undivided 
Care of all. 

Thus fliould it be among Men, and among Chrif- 
tians; in the Civil Community, and in the Catho¬ 
lic Church. There is in both a Subordination of Per- 
fons, but a Concatenation of Interefts. For which 
Reafon, a general Agreement fliould take place, 
and a mutual Subferviency to each other’s Welfare. 
•—The Meanejl have no Caufc to be difiatisfied with 
their Condition} but to acquiefce in the unerring 
Difpofal of Providence, and chearfully contribute 
their Share to the common Good.—The Highejl 
{hould condefcend to Men of low Eftate; and main¬ 
tain a Regard for the Well-being of the Pooreft, as 
that which is intimately connefted with their own. 
—•In a Word } each fliould feel a tender Concern 
for all; rejoicing in their Happinefs, and ftudying 
to eftablifh it; fympathizing with their Miferies, 
and endeavouring to relieve them. 

I am 
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I am fure, my Theron will be pleafed with this 
fine Companion, ufed by the Apoftle; and adapted 
to Purpofes, at once fo noble and fo benevolent. 
Efpecially, as it receives additional Propriety and 
Force from his own Obfervations,—But I have one 
more Enquiry to make. 

Your Syftcm, though organized, though endued 
with a Principle of Motion , and furnilhed with the 
Powers of Nutrition, is if ill deftitute of Senfe .-—The 
Creation abounds with Objects, fitted to yield the 
moft refined Entertainment. The Sun impurples 
the Robe of Morning, and Stars befpangle the Cur¬ 
tains of Night. Flowers of Siver Whitenefs, and 
of golden Luftre, enamel the Ground. Fruits of 
all radiant Hues, and of every delicious Tafte, 
hang amiably dangling on the Boughs. 

• Airs alfo, vernal Airs, 

Breathing the Smell of Field and Grove , attune 
2 "he trembling Leaves . 

But We hear of no Capacities, formed for the En» 
joyment of thefe various Delights. Without which, 
the Breath of Fields muft lofe its reviving Fragrance; 
the whifpering Grove muft degenerate into fullen 
Silence; and Nature’s Book of Knowledge, all fair 
and inftru&ive, be no better than a vaft unmeaning 
Blank. 

Ther. Therefore, the great CREATOR, pro- 
fufedly gracious to Mankind, has made Us a Prefent, 
an ineftimable Prefent of the Senfes. To be the 
Inlets of innumerable Pleafures, and the Means of 
administering innumerable Advantages. 
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High in the Head, bright and confpicuous as a' 
Star in the Brow of Evening, is placed the Eye* 
In this elevated Situation, like a Centinel pofted in 
his Watch-tower, it commands the moft enlarged 
Profpeft.—Confiding only of Ample Fluids, in- 
clofed in thin Tunicles, it conveys to our Appre- 
henfion all the Graces of blooming Nature, and 
all the Glories of the vifible Heavens.—How prodi- 
gioufly wonderful! That an Image of the hugefl 
Mountains, and a Tranfcript of the moft diverjifled 
Landfcapes, fhall enter the fmall Circlet of the 
Pupil! — How furpriftngly artful! That the Rays 
of Light, like an inimitable Pencil, fhould paint 
on the optic Nerves ; paint in an Inftant of Time j 
paint in their trueji Colours, and exafiefl Linea¬ 
ments, every Species of external Objefts! 

The Eye is fo tender, that a flight Accident, fcarce 
perceivable by fome other Parts of the Body, would 
be very injurious to its delicate Frame. It is guarded 
therefore with remarkable Circumfpe&ion, and the 
moft foiicitous Care: with a Care, evidently pro¬ 
portioned to its nice Texture, and extenfive Ufeful- 
nefs. It is intrenched deep in the Head ; and barri- 
eadoed, on every Side, with a ftrong Fortifiation of 
Bones.—As the Incurfion of the fmalleft Fly would 
incommode the polifhed Surface, it is farther de¬ 
fended by two fubftantial Curtains, hung on a moft 
flender cartilaginous Rod. Which fecure it, not 
barely from Blows, and from any hurtful Attrition, 
hut alfo from every troublefome Annoyance. In 
Sleep, when there is no Occafion to exercife the 
Senfe, but an abfolute Ncceffity to protect the Or¬ 
gan, thefe Curtains fpantaneoujly clofe. At any" 
Time, they will fly together with a Motion, quick 
i as 
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•s the Alarm of Fear, I had almoft faid, quicker 
fhan Thought itfeif. At all times they are lined 
with an extremely fine Sponge *, wet with its own 
native Dews. Which lubricate the Eye-ball; oil, 
as it were, its Wheels; and fit it for a Courfe of 
unwearied Activity.—At the End of this fkinny 
Mantelet (if I may ufe the military Style) is planted 
a Range of briftly Pallifadoes f. Which keep out 
the leaft Mote; ward off even the ftraggling Atom; 
and moderate the otherwife too potent Impreffions 
of the Sun-beams $. 

The 

* The Glandula LachrymaZis and itsDudls; opening on 
the inner Part of the Eye-lid, and fecreting the Fluid, 
which Theron calls his Oil; becaufe, it irrigates the Eye¬ 
ball, and facilitates its Motion. 

f The Hairs, which arife upon the Extremities of the 
Eye-lafh, grow only to a certain convenient Length, and 
never Hand in need of cutting.—They are not flaccid and 
pendulous, like thofe of the Head ; but fijf and prominent. 
like Briftles. The firft Sort would be troublefome, the tail 
is beneficial.—Add to this, that their Points ftandout of 
the Way; that thofe of the upper Eye-lid being bent 
upwards, and thofe of the lower downwards.—So nicely 
attentive is PROVIDENCE, even to fuch very fmall 
Matters! Or rather, fo gracious is our Almighty CREA¬ 
TOR, that He counts nothing fmall, which Hands con¬ 
nected with our Comfort and Advantage. 

t The inceflatit, the more than fatherly Care, which 
the LORD GOD ALMIGHTY cakes-of his Peo¬ 
ple, is reprefen ted in Scripture by this extraordinary 
Provifion, made for the Security of the Eye. Which is 
one of the fintp Images, that Fancy can form ; and one 
of the moll confolatory Truths, that Faith can believe. 
He kept Him as the Apple of his Eye, Deut. xxxii. 10.—• 
He that tcucbtth You, toucheth the Apple of his eye, Zech. 
ii. 8 .—The Reader will eafity fee, that the Comparifon, 
every Way beautiful, is carried to the higheft Pitch of 
Energy and Beauty, by the facred Writers. Not barely 
the Eye, but the Apple or Pupil of the Eye; the tendered 
Part even of the moll tender Member. 
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The Brows are a kind of natural Pent-houfe t 
thatched and arched with curious Wreaths of Hair. 
The Thatch lies as fmooth, as the Linen that is 
neatly plaited, and newly ironed. It ferves to di¬ 
vert the Sweat, from trickling into the Eyes, and 
offending them with its Brine. The Arches are fo 
finely coloured, and fo elegantly turned, that they 
fet off the Whitenefs of the Forehead, and beftow 
additional Grace on the whole Countenance.—Be- 
caufe, in our waking Hours, there is almoft an in- 
ceffant Call for thofe little Orbs, they run upon 
the fineft Cajlers ; rolling upwards or downwards, 
to the Right-hand or to the Left; with the utmoft 
Speed, and with equal Eafe. Which Circumftance, 
added to the Flexibility of the Neck, renders our 
two Eyes as ufeful, as if the whole Body, like the 
living Creature in St. John s Vifion, was full of Eyes 
before and behind *. 

The Ear confifts of an outward Porch and inner 
Rooms, with Tools of the moll admirable Contriv¬ 
ance and finifhed Workmanfhip. The Contrivance 
and the Workmanfhip incomparably nicer, than the 
Defigns of Palladio , or the Architcdlure of Solomon's 
Temple; though the former were drawn from the 
magnificent Monuments of Rome, though the latter 
was built in the Tafte of Heaven. Yea; fo con- 
fummately nice is the Structure of this Organ, that 
GOD, the only wife GOD, is not afhamed to 
be called its Artificer. He that planted the Ear f, 

it 

* Rev. iv. 6 . 

f The Pfalmift ufes the Word planted, to deferibe the 
Situation of the Ear; and the Word formed, to deno» 
the Strudture of the Eye. In both which Expreffions, 
there feems to be the utmoft Propriety and the greateft 

Delicacy* 
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is to be found among the Titles of the exalted JE¬ 
HOVAH.—In one very remarkable Peculiarity, 
this minute Fabric refembles that facred Edifice, 
the Porch being loftier * than any other Part of the 
Building. 

The Porch, I call that femicircular Lodge, which 
Hands fomewhat prominent from the Head ; and is 
—not foft and finking as Flefh, left it fhould abforb 
the Sound, rather than promote the Rcpercuffion j 
not hard and fiuhborn as Bone, left it fhould occa- 
fion painful Inconvcnicncies, when We repofe Our- 
felves on cither Side—but of a cartilaginous Subftance,. 
covered with a tight Expanfion of Skin, and wrought 
into irregular Bends and Hollows. Which, like 
circling Hills, or furrounding rocky Shores f, col- 
le«St the wandering Undulations of the Air; and 
tranfmit them, with a vigorous Impulfc, to the 
finely ftretched Membrane of the Tympanum 

The 

Delicacy.—The Mechanifm of the Ear, like a Root 
planted in the Earth, is funk deep into the Head, 
and concealed from public View. Whereas, the Ball of 
the Eye, like fome finely -'wrought (iy<) Pilafter on a 
Building, is prominent on the Face, and prefented to 
general Obfervation. P/al. xciv. 9. 

* Compare 1 Kings vi. 2. with 2 Chrcn. iii. 4. 
t Alluding to thole expreffive Lines, where Echo fr ame 
to live in the Sound, as well as in the Senfe: 

■ ■ ■ Voctmque inclufa 'volutant 
Littora, pulfiati Colics Clamore refiultemt. V1 a c. 
J So called, becaufe it refembles a Drum, both in Fi- 
gureandUfe. Being a fine Skin, expanded upon a Circle 
of Bones, and over a polilhed reverberating Cavity.— It 
is affefied by the Vibrations of the external Air, as the 
Covering of the War-drum is by the Imprelfions of the 
Stick.—It is alfo furnilhed with Braces , which flrain or 
relax it at pleafure ; and accommodate its Tenfion either 
to loud or languid Sounds. 
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The Avenue, or narrow Entry, is fecured from the 
infinuating Attempts of Infers, by a Morafs ((hall 
I fay?) of bitter and vifcous Matter: difguftful to 
their Tafte, and embarraffing to their Feet.—The 
Hammer and the Anvil ; the Stirrup and the Drum ; 
the winding Labyrinths*, and the founding Gal¬ 
leries; thefe, and other Pieces of Mechanifm, all 
inftrumental to the Power of Hearing, are beyond 
Defcription curious. 

Amazingly nice muft be the Formation, and 
inconceivably cxa£l the Tenfion of the auditory 
Nerves! Since they correfpond with the fmalleft 
Tremors of the Atmofphcre, and eafily diftinguilh 
their moft fubtile Variations. With the gentle 
Gales ihat fan Us, or even with the 1 ruder Blafts 
that afiault Us, thefe delicate Strings are but little 
affefted. Whereas, they are perfect Unifons with 
thofe fine, thofe fignificant Agitations of the Air, 
which the acuteft Touch is unable to difeern. 
Thefe living Chords, tuned by an Almighty Hand, 
and diffufed through^the echoing Ifies, and fono- 
rous Cells—thefe receive the Impreffions of Sound, 
and propagate them to the Brain. Thefe + give 

Exiftence 

* Of this Kind is the auditory Tube; intended to 
/often and qualify the ruftiing Sound. Left, if the (ncur- 
fian were direft, it might be too impetuous, and injure 
the delicate Expanfe of the Tympanum.—While this is 
defigned to ntoderate, the Concavities of the inner Struc¬ 
ture are prepared to heighten and invigorate the Sound, 
by calling in the auxiliary Force of an Echo.—Such Jn- 
tentions, fo varying, nay fo oppoftte, concur to form this 
admirable Organ! 

f Elegantly ftyled. The Daughters of Mufte. For this 
Phrafe may refer, as well to the Organs which difmguijh, 
9* to thofe which form , the harmonious Accents. £edf. 
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Exiftence to the Charms of Mufic, and reciprocate 
the rational Entertainments of Difcourfe. Thefe 
treat my Afpafio with the Melody of the Woodland 
Choirs, and afford me the fuperior Pleafure of my 
Friend’s Converfation. 

The Eye perceives Only the Obje&s that are be¬ 
fore it; whereas, the Ear warns Us of Tranfa&ions, 
that pafs above Us, behind Us, all around Us.—The 
Eye is ufelefs, amidft the Gloom of Night; and can¬ 
not carry its Obfervation, through the bolted Door, 
or the clofed Window-fhuttcr. But the Ear admits 
her Intelligence, through the darkejl Medium, and 
the minuteji Cranny.—The Eye is upon Duty, only 
in our waking Hours; but the Ear is always ex¬ 
panded, and always acceflible*: a Courier, which 
never tires: a Centry, ever in his Box.—To fecure 
a Refource, in cafe any Misfortune fhould difable 
one of the hearing or feeing Organs, our all-graci¬ 
ous MAKER has given Us Duplicates of each. 

As there are tremulous Concuffions imprefled upon 
the Air, difcernable only by the I lftruments of Hear*, 
ing ; there are alfo odoriferous Particles, wafted by 
the fame aerial Vehicle, which are perceivable only 
by the Smell.—I The Noftrils are wide at the Bottom, 
Vot. II. O that 

xii. 4.—Methinks, I am always defirous to add any ap* 
pofite Expreffion, or parallel Paflage from the Bible. 
As 1 find. Writers of Tafte and Politenefs are fludious 
toembellifh their Works, with Quotations from the Claf- 
Jlcs. And I perfuade myfelf, the Reader will allow me to 
gratify this favourable Inclination. Beca ul'e, every Portion 
of that ineftimable Book, however minute, is like the 
Pilings of Gold, or the Sparks of a Diamond. Is fure, 
when properly applied, to add Worth, and impart Beauty. 

* Judtlui autem femper patet. Ejus enim Scttfus etiamdor- 
tiiieates egemus. 4 quo, turn Smut eft acceptus, etiam t Somno 
'xtutimur. De Nat. Deor. 
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that a large Quantity of Effluvia may enter; nar¬ 
row at the Top, that, when entered, they may clofe 
their Ranks, and a£l with greater Vigour.—Fine, 
beyond all Imagination, are the Steams which ex¬ 
hale from fetid or fragrant Bodies. The very beft 
Microfcopes, which difcover Thousands and Thou - 
fands of Animalcules in a Drop of putrified Water, 
cannot bring one Individual, among all thefe evan- 
efcent Legions, to our Sight. They fail, in num- 
berlefs Squadrons, clofe to our Eyes, clofe by our 
Earsj yet are fo amazingly attenuated, that they 
elude the Search of both. Nevcrthelefs, fo judi - 
cioufly * are the olfactory Nets laid, and fo artfully 

their 

* The Ktennefi and Sagacity of this Senfe, furnilhed 
the evangelical Prophet with a beautiful Metaphor, to 
difplay the Accuracy of the MESSIAH’S Judgment in 
Spiritual Things. Ifai. xi. 3. 

irtnn implies his Faculty or Senfe of Smelling', which 
Expreffion is accommodated to our Language, and pro¬ 
perly enough tranflated. Shall make Him of quick Under- 
funding. q. d. “ He fliall judge, not according to ex- 
“ ternal Appearance, but according to the State of the 
“ inner Man. Unfeigned Self-abafement, Alliance in a 
“ REDEEMER’S Righteoufnefs, and Faith purifying 
“ the Heart; thefe Endowments, though not obferved, 
“ or, if obferved, not valued by the World ; thefe fhall 
“ be the Teft of his Approbation, and the Objedls of 
“ his Efteem. Thefe conftitute, what is called in the 
“ next Words, The Fear of the LORD. 

“ In determining the Reality of thefe Qualities, He 
“ ihall be unerringly exa&, infallibly true. Let Hy- 
“ pocrify put on every Malk, and praftife all her Wiles, 
“ they fhall avail nothing before theR OOT and OF F- 
“ SPRING of David (Ver. 1.) As thofe extremely 
" fubtle Effluvia, which efcape the Inquifition of every 
“ other Senle, are eafily and perfeftly diftinguilhed by 
" the Smell ; fo, thofe Recefles of the Bread, and thofe 
“ Secrets of the Hearr, which lie too deep for all hu- 

«* man 
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their Meflies fixed, that they catch thefe vanifhing 
Fugitives. They catch the roaming Perfumes, 
■which fly off from the opening Honeyfuckle; and 
take in the ftationed Sweets, which hover round 
the expanded Rofe. They imbibe all the balmy 
Fragrance of Spring, all the aromatic Exhalations 
of Autumn, and enable Us to banquet even on the 
invifible Dainties of Nature. 

Furnifhed as We are with thefe feveral Organs, 

• Not a Breeze 

Flies o'er the Meadow , not a Cloud imbibes 
The Jetting Sun’s Effulgence , not a Strain 
From all the Tenants of the warbling Shade 
/Ifcends, but whence our Senfes can partake 
Frejh Pleafure *, 

Another Capacity for frequent Pleafure, our boun¬ 
tiful CREATOR has beftowed, in granting Us 
the Powers of Tafle. By Means of which, the Food 
that fupports our Body, feafts our Palate j fir ft, 
O 2 treats 

“ man Difcernment; even they are naked and open, 
** are obvious and palpable, to his divinely fagacious 
“ Underflanding.” 

* See that very elegant Poem, The Pleasures of 
Imagination, Book III.-—’Tis true, 1 am noProfe- 
lyte to the Author’s Principles, either political or moral; 
to his Republican Adminiftration, or his Shaftcfburiun E- 
thics. Much lefs can 1 admire that pompous and folemn 
Whim, of making Ridicule the Teft tf Truth. Which 
feems juft as fuitable to the Fitneis of Things, as to place 
Harlequin in the Seat of Lord Chief Juftice.—But if We 
look for the Glow of Imagination, and the Harmony of 
Numbers; Energy and Luftre of Defcription, with Cor- 
re&nefs and Delicacy of Tafte; 1 know not any didactic 
Poem, which prefents Us with all thefe Graces in luch 
“igh Perfe&ioa. 
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treats Us with a pleafing Regale ; then, diftributes 
its beneficial Recruits. — The Hone bedewed with 
Oil, whets the Razor into the utmod Keennefs. 
The Saliva , flowing upon the Tongue, and moif- 
tening its Nerves, quickens them into the livelieft 
Adis of Senfation.—This Senfe is eircumftanced, 
in a Manner peculiarly benign and wife ; fo as to 
be a {landing, though filent Plea for Temperance . 
Without recurring to the Vengeance of GOD, or 
the Terrors of eternal Judgment, it is a powerful 
DifTuafive from irregular and excefiive Indulgen¬ 
ces. Becaufe, the Exercife of Sobriety, fets the 
fined Edge on its Faculties ; and adds the mod poig¬ 
nant Relifh to its Enjoyments. Whereas, Riot and 
Voluptuoufnefs pall the Appetite; blunt its Senfi- 
bility ; and render the Gratifications extremely lan¬ 
guid, if not perfedlly infipid. — The Sight, the 
Smell, the Tade are, not only fo many feparate 
Sources of Delight, but a joint Security to our 
Health. They are the vigilant and accurate Infpec- 
tors, which examine our Food, and enquire into 
its Properties; whether it be pleafant or di {agree¬ 
able; wholefome or noxious. For the Difcharge 
f this Office, they are excellently qualified, and 
tnoft commodioufly fituate. So that nothing can 
gain Admiflion through the Mouth, till it has un¬ 
dergone the Scrutiny, and obtained the Paflport of 
them all. 

To all thefe, as a mod necedary and advantageous 
Supplement, is added the Senfe of Feeling. Which 
renders the whole Affemblage complete.—While 
other Senfes have a particular Place of Refidence; 
this is difFufed throughout the whole Body. In the 
Palms of the Hands, on the Tips of the Fingers, 

and. 
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and indeed through all the extreme Parts of the Flefh, 
it is moft quick and lively: as the advanced Guard', 
or Scouts upon the Frontiers, are or ought to be 
peculiarly attentive and wakeful.—Scouts did I fay? 
The whole Army of Xerxes, drawn out in Battle 
array, with his Millions of fupernumerary Atten¬ 
dants *, were but like a few Gleaners ftraggling in 
the Field; if compared, either in Number or Or¬ 
der, with thofe nervous Detachments, which per¬ 
vade the Texture of the Skin, and minifter to the 
A<ft of Feeling.—How happily is this Senfe tempered 
between the two Extremes ! Neither fo acute , as the 
Membranes of the Eye : nor fo obtufe , as the Callus 
of tl\e Heel. The former would expofe Us to con¬ 
tinual Pain; render our Clothes galling, and the 
very Down oppreffive. The latter would quite be¬ 
numb the Body, and almoft annihilate the Touch. 
—Nor this alone, but all the Senfes are moft ex¬ 
actly adapted to their rcfpe&ve Offices, and to the 
feveral Exigences of our prefent State. Were 
they Jlraincd to a much higher Tone, they would 
be Avenues of Anguifh. Were they relaxed into 
greater Infenfibility, they would be fo many ufelefs 
Incumbrances. 

Say, what the Ufe, were finer Senfes given, 

T infpett a Mite, not comprehend the Heav’n ? 

The Touch if tremblingly alive all o'er , 

To fmart and agonize at every Pore ? 

O 3 Or 

• The Soldiers and Attendants of Xerxes, amounted to 
five Millions two hundred and eighty Thoufand. Ano¬ 
ther Army, io large and numerous, occurs not in all the 
Records of Hiftory. 


rid. H e rod. Lib. VJT, 
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Or quick Effluvia darting through the Brain t 
Die of a Rofe in aromatic Pain * ? 

Afp. How admirable and gracious is this Provi* 
lion, which the bleffed GOD has made, to ac¬ 
commodate Us with delightful Senfations, and in- 
ftruclive Ideas!—The Tafte, the Touch, and the 
Smell, are fomewhat Jlraitened in the Extent of their 
Operations. The Ear carries on a Correfpondence 
with a larger Circle of Objects. But the Sight moft 
amply fupplies, whatever is wanting in all the other 
Senfes. The Sight fpreads itfelf to an infinite Mul¬ 
titude of Bodies ; and brings within our Notice fome 
of the remotejl Parts of the Univerfe.—The Tafte, 
the Touch, the Smell, perceive nothing but what 
is brought to their very Doors. Whereas, the Eye 
extends its Obfervation, as far as the Orbit of Sa¬ 
turn ; nay glances, and in an Inftant of Time, to 
the inconceivable Diftance of the Stars. The Com- 
pafs of the Earth, together with the Immenfity of 
the Skies, are its unlimited Range. 

From this remarkable Variety, with regard to the 
Sphere and Activity, the Acutenefs and Vivacity of 
the Senfes, St. Paul forms one of the fineft, boldeft, 
and moft important Companions in the World. 
By this He illuftrates the Difference between the 
Wifdom, which is derived from the Word of di- 
yine Revelation; and the Wifdom, which is ac¬ 
quired by Dint of human Application.—In his 
Oration to the Athenians , fpeaking of their moft 
celebrated Sages, He fays; If fo he, they might feel 
after, and find HIM\. In his Epiftie to the He- 

lrewf t 

Eth. Epift. I. 

Alls xvii. 27 . E< otftt yi 'f'jiAafwiiar avlcu. 
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brews , fpeaking of the Man Mofes , our Author ob- 
ferves; That He endured as feeing Him who is in - 
vifible * Writing to his Corinthian Converts, He 
adds, as a farther Heightening to the Contrail; We 
^//beholding with open Face the Glory ofthe LORD f. 
—The Knowledge of the PhiloJ'opher , is like that 
obfcure, and fcanty Information, which is but diffi¬ 
cultly obtained by groping with the Hand, in the 
Gloom of a dark Night. The Knowledge of the 
Chrijlian , is like that copious Influx of clear and 
enlarged Ideas, which We receive by the Media¬ 
tion of the Eye, amidft the Shining of a bright 
Day. 

Fully, We find, has in the Book before us, hit 
upon fome of the moll general and obvious Ufes, 
to which the feveral Parts of the human Body are 
adapted. Yet how fuperficial and deficient appears 
his Penetration, when We take in the much deeper 
Difcoveries, and the much higher Improvements of 
our modern Anatomy ! Thus, and abundantly more 
defective, is his Knowledge of moral Duties and di¬ 
vine Doctrines; when compared with what is taught 
Us, in the plain Sermon on the Mount, and the un- 
ftudied Epiltles of the JewiJh Tent-maker. 

Therefore, though I would bid's the beneficent 
GOD, for the Miniflration of all the Senfes, and 
particularly for the noble Organs of vifion: I would 
be more efpecially thankful for that Light of the 
World, CHRIST JESUS and his glorious Gof- 
pel; as well as for that fpiritual Eye, by which the 
One is underftood, and the other feen—a lively 
Faith. I would alfo long for that Place of beatific 
Enjoyment, where our Views of the adorable GOD- 
O 4 HEAD, 

* Heb. xi. 27. f 2 Cor. iii. i 3 
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HEAD, and our Acquaintance with the fublimeft 
Truths, will as much tranfcend all our prefent Ap- 
prehcnfions, as the moft enlightened Saint exceeds 
tKe benighted Gentile. 

Ther. The crowning Gift, that which improves— 
Put why am I fo prolix ? Why (hould I refume a 
Subject, already fpun out to a Degree of Tediouf- 
nefs ? Why weary my Jfpafto, and put his Atten¬ 
tion to Penance ? 

Afp. Dear Theron, why do You talk in this Man¬ 
ner? How can You admit fuch a Sufpicion ? How 
can You offer to drop your Narrative, juft at this 
interefting Point ? Weary ! No; I am almoft in¬ 
clined to fpeak, what perhaps your Modefty will 
diflike to hear fpeak— 

Ther. Enough. Forbear. I proceed — That 
which improves the Satisfaction, and augments the 
beneficial Effects, accruing front all the Senles, is 
Speech .—rSpeech makes me a Gainer, from the Eyes 
and Ears of qther People ; from the Ideas they con¬ 
ceive, and the Obfervations they make. What an 
admirable Inftrument, for articulating the Voice, 
and modifying it into Speech, is the Tongue ! —The 
Tongue has neither Bone nor Joint; yet falhions 
itfelf, with the utmoft Volubility, into every Shape 
and every Pofture, which can exprefs Sentiment, 
or conftitute Harmony. This little Collection of 
mufcular Fibres, under the conducing Skill of the 
CREATOR, js the Artificer of pur Words*. 

By 

* I am feflfible, that the Glottis has a considerable 
Share, in modulating the Sound, and forming the Voice. 
But, as the Nature and Office of this molt curious Aper¬ 
ture, are very little known by the Generality of People ( 



DIALOGUE XII. 2 17 

By this We communicate the Secrets of the Bread, 
and make our very Thoughts audible. By this We 
inftrudt the Ignorant, and comfort the Diftrefled; 
We glorify GOD, and edify each Otherthe 
Academic explains the abftrufeft Sciences, and the 
Ecclefialtic preaches the everlafting Gofpel. 

JVho would not blcfs, for this , the Gift of Speech ? 

And in the Tongue's Beneficence be rich ? 

This is Hkcwife the Efficient of Mufic. It is foft 
as the Lyre, or fhrill as the Trumpet; it can warble 
as the Lute, or refound like the Organ. Connect¬ 
ing the Sweetncfs of its Melody, with the Solem¬ 
nities of Devotion, We tune the fpiritual Song, 
and raife the facred Anthem. We footh the Cares, 
and beguile the Toils of Life : We imitate the An¬ 
gelic Choirs, and anticipate, in fome Degree, their 
celeftial Joys.—As the Tongue requires full Scope, 
and an eafy Play, it is lodged in an ample Cavity; 
and furrounded with Refervoirs of Spittle, always 
ready to diftil the lubric ating Dews. It moves un¬ 
der a concave Roof, which (L-rves as a Sounding- 

board 

Wechoofe to follow the popular Opinion, fo neatly de- 
feribed by the Poet. 


- D/edala Lingua , 

Lingua figuratrix Verborum, Of if ex jut LequeLe. 

Anti-Lucret. 

• The articulating Tongue is called Our Glory, Pfal. 
lvii. 8. And fuch indeed it is, when devoted to ibefe 
Purpofes. It is then a Diftindtion, not only of Man 
from the brutal Herd, but of the Righteous from the 
Congregation of the Ungodly. It is then like choice SU- 
wer, or as a Tree of Life . 
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loard to the Voice ; giving it much the Tame addi¬ 
tional Vigour and Grace, as the Shell of a Violin 
adds to the Language of the Strings. 

Wife—wonderfully wife, and eminently gracious, 
is the Regulation both of jpontaneous and involuntary 
Motion. Was this Regulation reverfed, what de¬ 
plorable Inconveniencies would take place; nay, 
what unavoidable Ruin muft enfue 1 — Deplorable In- 
convtnicncies ; if the Difcharges of the Bowels, or 
Evacuations of the Bladder, was quite indepen¬ 
dent on our Leave. Unavoidable Ruin ; if the Ac¬ 
tion of the Heart, required the Co-operation of our 
Thoughts; or the Bufinefs of Refpiration, waited 
for the Concurrence of our Will. 

The Will, in feme Cafes, has not fo much as a 
ftnglc Vote. In others, She determines and commands , 
like an abfolute Sovereign ; nor is there a Monarch 
upon Earth, fo pun&ually obeyed, as this Queen of 
the human Syftem. If She but intimate her Pleafure, 
the Spirits run, they fly, to execute her Orders; to 
ftretch the Arm, or clofe the Hand; to furrow the 
Brow with Frowns, or dimple the Cheek with 
Smiles.—How eafily, as well as punctually , are thefe 
Orders carried into Execution ! To turn the Screw, 
pr work the Lever, is laborious and wearifome. But 
We move the Vertebrae, with all their appendent 
Chambers; We advance the Leg, with the whole 
incumbent Body; We rife from our Seat; We fpring 
from the Ground; and, though much Force is ex¬ 
erted, though a very confiderable Weight is raifed, 
We meet with no Difficulty, We complain of no 
Fatigue. 

That all this Ihould be effe&ed, without any Toil, 
and by a bare Adi of the Will, is very furprifmg. But 

that 
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that the various Motions fhould be made, renewed, 
continued, even while We remain entirely igno¬ 
rant of the Manner , in which they are performed, 
this is ftill more aftonifhing.—Who can play fo 
much as a Jingle Tune upon the Spinnet, without 
learning the Difference of the Keys, or ftudying the 
Rudiments of Mufic ? Impoffihle! Yet the Mind 
of Man touches every Spring of the human Ma¬ 
chine, with the moft mafterly Skill; though She 
knows nothing at all, concerning the Nature of her 
Implements, or the Procefs of her Operations.— 
We walk. We run, We leap; We throw Our- 
felves into a Variety of Poftures, and go through 
a Multitude of Exercifes; yet are utterly unable to 
fay.. Which Nerve Ihould be Adtive; which Mufcle 
fhould fwcll; or which Tendon approximate, in 
order to produce any one of thefe Effects. 

Put a German Flute into the Hand even of a fen- 
fible Perfon : without a Mailer to inftru£t Him, He 
is at a Lofs to make the Inflrument fpeak: much 
lefs is He able to fink and foften the Sound, to ex¬ 
alt and extend the Note juft as He pleafes.—Yet 
We are felf-taught in the Method of forming , re¬ 
gulating, and varying the Voice. Naturally, and 
with unpremeditated Fluency, We give it the lan¬ 
guishing Cadence of Sorrow, or the Sprightly Airs 
of Joy ; the low faultering Accents of Fear, or the 
elevated Tone and rapid Sallies of Anger. 

The Eye of a Ruftic, who has no Notion of Op¬ 
tics, or any of its Laws, fhall lengthen and Jhorten its 
Axis; dilate and contrast its Pupil, without the leaft 
Hefitation, and with the utmoft Propriety: adapting 
itfelf, even with mathematical Exadtnefs, to the par¬ 
ticular Diftance of Objects, and the different De¬ 
grees 
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grees of Light. By which Means, it performs feme 
of the moft curious Experiments in the improved 
Newtonian Philofophy, without the leaft Knowledge 
of the Science, or fo much as any Confcioufnefs of 
its own Dexterity. 

I can never fufficiently admire this Multiplicity 
of animated Organs; their finiflied Fo> m; their 
faultlefs Order; and the exquifite Regulation of all 
their Movements. Yet I mull confefs myfelf ftruck 
with greater Admiration at the Power, the truly myf- 
terious Power and Sway, which the Soul exercifes 
over the Whole. Ten thoufand Reins are put into 
her Hand. She is not acquainted with their Office, 
their Ufe, or their Name. She has not learnt fo 
much as to diftinguifli one from another. Never- 
thelefs, fhe manages all, condu&s all, without the 
leaft Perplexity or the leaft Irregularity: nay, with 
a Promptitude, a Confiftency, and a Speed, which 
nothing elfe can equal! 

Upon the Whole—Great Reafon had Euripides 
to call the human Body, 

J.UQtS Tlxloi<& XOtXcV ZrCIXlhy.CC. 

I believe, the preceding Obfervations will juftify us, 
if we give a fuller Meaning to the Poet, and trans¬ 
late his Words— The inimitably fine JVorkinanJhip , of 
a great-, fupremc, unerring ARTIST. Or, as Vir¬ 
gil fpeaks, with a Pertinency and a Spirit, which 
epitomizes ail I have faid, and ejcprefles all I would 
fay; This bodily Structure is indeed —Non enar- 
rabile Textum*. 

4 b 

• That is, A Strudlure, not barely correft, or highly 
fiailhed, but (as Tberon has elfewhere ex preifed it) be¬ 
yond Deficription curious. 
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Sfp. Wonderfully , I perceive, and fearfully are tv* 
made * !—Made of fuch complicated Parts ; each fo 
eorredtly fafhioned, and all fo exactly arranged + ; 
every one executing fuch curious Functions, and 
many of them operating in fo myfterious a Manner > 
as may juftly render Us a Wonder to Ourfelves.— 
Since Health depends upon fo many minute Requi- 
fites ; upon fuch a numerous Ailemblage of moving 
Organs, fince a fingle Secretion flopped, may de- 
flroy the falutary Temperature of the Fluids; or a 
fingle Wheel clogged, may put an End to the vital 
Motion of the Solids: with what holy Fear, Jhould 
We pafs the Time of our Sojourning Here below J f 
Trufting, for continual Prefervation, not merely 
on our own Care; not merely on alimentary Re¬ 
cruits ; but on that Omnipotent Hand, which 
formed the admirable Machine. That the fame 
Hand, which prepared the Pullics, and hung on 
the Weights, may daily wind up the Wheels. 
May never ccafe to fuperintend their Agency, and 
fupport our Being ||. 

When 


* Pfal. cxxxix. 14. 

St Paul's Language on the Subjeft is exceedingly 
beautiful and expreilive, LVvxpu&x o.ny.aov kccs Qv^^cc^o/Aevov, 
Eph. iv. 16. The feveral Parts rnoft nicely adapted to 
each other, and moll perfectly harmonising with the 
Whole. All ajfociated with that Propriety, and cannetted 
with that Firm lefs, which are the very Foundation of 
Symmetry, Vigour, and Agility.— Both the Images ufed 
by the Apoille are comprehended in one Hebrew Word, 
141 ) 3 * apta-vit, Jiabilivit. Job xxxi. 15. 

J 1 Pet. i. 17. 

|| Agreeably to that philofophical Maxim, Creatio IS 
ConJernjatio eadem eft Aftio : and to thofe fcriptural Ac¬ 
knowledgments, It is GOD, who holdeth our Soul in 
Life-, He is the Length of our Days \ his Viftation preferveth, 
our Spirit. 
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When We confider the extenfive Contrivance, 
and delicate Mechapifm—What Plans of Geome¬ 
try *, have been laid ; what Operations f of Che- 
miftry, are performed ; in a Word, what Miracles 
af Art and Elegance are executed ; in order to fur- 
nifti Us with the neceflary Recruits, and the feve- 
ral Delights of Life—Is there not abundant Reafon 
to cry out, with the fame infpired Writer; “ How 
“ dear are thy Counfels unto me , O GOD ! Thy 
“ Counfels of creating Wifdom! Thou haft not 
been fparing, but even lavilh of thy artificial 
“ and elaborate Defigns. Thou haft omitted no 
Expedient, which might eftablifh my Eafe; en- 
“ large my Comfort; and promote, yea complete 
“ my bodily Happinefs !” And is not this a moft 
endearing Obligation, to prefent our Bodies a living 
Sacrifice , holy and acceptable to GOD J ? 

Should We not, every One, acknowledge with 
David ? Thy Hands have made me, and fajhioned me— 
pray with David ? 0 give me fpiritual Underjlanding 
and godly Zeal—and refolve with David? that I 
may learn and keep thy Commandments || ? “ What 
“ Thou, LORD, haft, with fo much Curiofity 
“ contrived, with fo much Accuracy framed, and 

“ with 

* In the Mufcles alone, fays Mr. Ray, there feems to 
be more Geometry, than in all the artificial Engines in 
the World. 

Plans, Operations. — Job, fpeaking of the human 
Structure, uies a Word expreflive of both thefe Ideas. 
Tby Hands have made me, fays our Tranflaiion. But the 
Original 'mts fignifies abundantly more. It is applied 
to Artificers, who undertake fome curious and elaborate 
Work ; which colls them much Study, and great Paint. 
Much Study, to plan; and great Pains, to execute. 
Job x. 8. 

; Rom. xii. i. |j Pfal. cxix. 73. 
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“ with fo much Liberality adorned, I would fain 
“ devote to thy Glory. Never, O! never let me 
“ debafe to the Drudgery of Satan, nor proftitute 
“ to the Slavery of my Lulls, thofe Members and 
“ thofe Faculties, on which Thou haft bellowed 
“ fo much divine Coft and heavenly Skill. Let 
“ them all be Servants of Righteoufncfs, and Inftru- 
“ ments of Holinefs. Let them all be Vcjfels of 
“ Honour \ fan£lified and * meet for their indulgent 
“ CREATOR’S Service. That I may glorify 
“ the great AUTHOR of Exiftence, with my 
“ Body and with my Spirit , which are , as to Work- 
“ manlhip, Property, and Redemption, wholly 
“ his f.” 

Ther. With my Spirit —Ay; what is this Manfion 
of Flefh, though fo exquifitely wrought, compared 
with that fublime and immortal Inhabitant, which 
refides within ? 

-That intellectual Being ; 

Thofe Thoughts , which wander through Eternity J f 

This Confideration inclines me to think, that, if 
the Cafket be fo highly polilhed, the Jewel cannot 
be fo exceffively coarfe, as my Afpafio\ Doilrine of 
original Corruption fuppofes. 

Afp . I perceive your Aim, Theron. But mud beg 
leave at prefent, to decline all Overtures for a Dif- 
pute. If my Arguments have failed, your Defcrip- 
tion has anfwered its End.—I cannot fuffer my 
Thoughts to be diverted from a Subjedl, which is fo 
very engaging, yet fo rarely difeufted. I have fuch 


* 2 Tim. ii. 21. -f 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
X Milton. 
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a ftrong Defirc to recoiled* and retain what has beefl 
obferved, that even your Converfation Will,* at this 
Juncture, lofe its Relifh. Here therefore I put a 
Period to our Difcourfe, and muft break aWay from 
your Company, in order to ruminate and digeft my 
Notions, in 'fome fcqueftred lonely Walk. Unlefs 
You will permit me, before I retire, to make one 
Remark.—And let it not ftartle my Friend, if I 
venture to fay. That, amidft all his cfirious Ob¬ 
servations, He has forgot the principal CircumftancU 
of Honour and Excellence , which dignifies the human 
Body. 4 

Tber, I have omitted many fine and admirable 
Properties, I confefs. But fure I have not forgot 
the principal and moft diftinguifhing. 

Jfp. You need not be difpleafed with Yourfelfi 
It argues no Defedt in your Diflertation. The Cir-* 
cumftance I have in my View, could never be dis¬ 
covered, by following the Difie&ing-knife. It is 
learnt, not from Cbefelden’ s Draughts, or the Tables 
of Albinus ; but from the Word of Revelation. 
What I mean, is This—The human Body was ex¬ 
alted to a moft intimate and perfonal Union , with 
the eternal SON of GOD. He who decorated 
the Heaven with Stars, and crowned the Stars with 
Luftre ; HE vouchfafed to be made Flejh *, and was 
found in Fajhion as a Alan f.—Nay, this is, even 
now, the Apparel of that majeftic and adorable 
PERSON, He is clothed with our Nature; He 
wears our very Limbs; and appears in the Drefs of 
Humanity, even at the Right-hand of GOD, and 
at the Head of all the heavenly Hofts. 

What 


* John i. 14. 


+ Phil. it. 8. 
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What think You of another Privilege, mentioned 
by the Apoftle ? Tour Bodies are the Temple of the 
HOLT GHOST*. Not your Souls only, but 
your very Bodies, are the Shrine* in which the High 
and Holy ONE that inhaliteth Eternity , conde- 
feends to dwell. HE, who fitteth between the 
Cherubim, and walketh in the Circuit of the Skies* 
is pleafed to fandtify thefe earthly Tenements, and 
to choofe them for his own Habitation. Is not this 
a much grander Embellilhment, than all their match- 
lefs Contrivance and mafterly Workmanfhip ? Juft 
as the Rod which • budded, and the Manna , which 
was miraculoufly preferved; the facred Oracle of 
Urim and Thummim ; with the Cloud of Glory co¬ 
vering the Mercy-feat; were a much more eminent 
Diftindiion to Solomon’% Temple, than the moft 
heightened beauties of Archite&ure. 

Nor mult I omit the Dignity—the tranfeendent 
and amazing Dignity—which is referved for thefe 
Syftems of Flefti, at the RefurreRion of the Juft. 
They will then be refined and improved, into the 
moft perfect State, and the moft beauteous Form. 
Surpafling whatever is refplendent and amiable iii 
the moft ornamental Appearances of material Na¬ 
ture. They will be purer than the unfpotted Fir¬ 
mament; brighter than the moft brilliant Stars; 
and, which exceeds all Parallel, which compre¬ 
hends all Perfection, they will be maid like unto 
CHRIST’s glorious Body f. Like that incom¬ 
parably glorious Body, which the blefled JESUS 
t Vol. II. P Wears, 


* 1 Cor, Vi. 19. 


t Phil, iii, 21. 
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wears, in his celeftial Kingdom, and on his trium¬ 
phant Throne *. 

When We add all thefe magnificent Prerogatives , 
which are revealed in Scripture, to all thofe inimi¬ 
table Niceties, which are difplayed by Anatomifts, 
what Thankfulnefs, what Admiration, can equal 
fuch a Profufion of Favours ? 


When all thy Mercies, 0 my G OD , 

My rifing Soul furveys , 

Tranfported with the View Pm lojl 
In Wonder , Love , and Praife ! 

* This is a Circumftance, rather inexpreflibly mar¬ 
vellous. Let the Chriftian, who, like the Writer of this 
Note, languifhes under afickly Conftitution, think upon 
it with peculiar Attention, and with peculiarPleafure.— 
The Body of CHRIST is, if I miilakenot, the nobleli; 
and moft finiihed Part of the material Creation.—To have 
formed it in the Womb of the Virgin, is, perhaps, the 
ftrorgeft Proof of the Omnipotence and Divinity of the 
blefled SPIRIT.—This Body Hands, as the Firlt-born in 
the Family of GOD, poffeffing the Excellency ofDignity 
and the Excellency of Power.—In the Mount of Trans¬ 
figuration, it “ flione like the Sun.” To Saul, in his 
Journey towards Damafcus, it ihone, “ above the Bright- 
“ nefs ol the Sun.” And who can tell how illuftrioufly 
it will fhine; when the Man CHRIST JESUS comes 
in the Clouds of Heaven, and takes his Seat on the great 
Tribunal f—But this We can tell; of this We are lure; 
that theie Bodies of ours; though now (Cv/Adlancrttmmu- 
tnus, Phil. iii. 21.) enfeebled by Sicknefs, polluted by 
Sin, and foon to be degraded in the Dull; that thefe very 
Bodies will, at our REDEEMER’S Appearing, be 
exalted to the fame State of Purity and Perfe&ion, the 
fame l.ife of Immortality and Glory, with his own.-*- 
Blefied be G OD for this delightful Hope 1 No Redo- 
rative ib efficacious. No Cordial fo fovereign. 
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T HE Morning had been wet. At Noon 
the Rain ceafed. But the Heavens (till 
continued gloomy.—Towards Evening, a 
gentle eaftern Gale fprung up ; which diffipated the 
dead Calm, and cleared the Face of the Sky.—The 
Sun, which had been muffled in Clouds, dropped the 
Veil. Difengaged from the dufky Shroud, He (hone 
forth with peculiar Splendor, His Beams, endeared by 
their late Sufpenfion, were doubly welcome, and 
produced unufual Gaiety. 

At this Juncture Theron and jifpafio walked abroad. 
They walked alternately on the Terraces; one of 
which was oppofiteto the Country, the other conti¬ 
guous to the Parterre.—Where the Gales, impreg¬ 
nated with the frejhejl Exhalations of Nature, breath¬ 
ed the Smell of Meads, and Fields, and Groves.— 
’Or elfe, (haking the Clufters of Rofes, and fweep- 
ing the Beds of Fragrance, they flung Balm and 
'Odours through the Air. 

P 2 
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At a Diflance, were heard the Bleatings of the 
Flock, mingled with the Lowings of the milky Mo¬ 
thers. While more melodious Muiic, warbled from 
the neighbouring Boughs, and fpoke aloud the Joy 
of their feathered Inhabitants.—And not only fpoke 
their Joy, but fpread an additional Charm over all 
the Landfcape. For, amidft fuch Strains of native 
Harmony, the breathing Perfumes fmell more fweet; 
the ftreaming Rills fhine more clear; and the uni- 
verfal Profpedt looks more gay. 

Then was experienced,- what Milton fo delicately 
defcribes j 

As when, from Mountain-tops the dujky Clouds 
Afcending , while the North Wind Jleeps , o'erfpread 
Heav’n’s chearful Face , the lowritig Element 
Scowls o’er the darken’d Landfcape Snow or Show’r : 
If chance the radiant Sun with farewel Sweet 
Extend his Evening Beam , the Fields revive , 

The Birds their Notes renew , and bleating Herds 
Attejl their Joy t that Hill and Valley rings. 

With Wonder and Delight our Friends obferved, 
both the exquifite Beauty, and the immenfe Mag¬ 
nificence of Things.—They were ftruck with the 
moft profound Veneration of that Almighty MA¬ 
JESTY} who hung the Sun in Vaults of Azure, 
and clothed his Orb with Robes of Luftre, Whofe 
Right-handfpanneth the Heavens *, andjlretcheth them 
tut as a Tent , for innumerable Creatures, Worlds, 
Syftems to dwell in f.—Charmed they were, at the 
Confideration of the CREATOR’S boundlefs Be¬ 
neficence. Who lifts up the Light of his Counte¬ 
nances 

* IAu. xlviii. 13. f Ifai. xl. aa. 
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nance, and Joy is flied; who opens his munificent 
Hand, and Plenty is poured, throughout ail the 
Regions of the Univerfe. Infomuch, that even 
inanimate Beings feem to fmile under a Senfe of 
the Bleflings: and though they find not a Tongue 
to praife, yet fpeak their Acclamations by their 
gladdened Looks. 

^ Ther. How very different, Jfpafio , is this delight¬ 
ful Appearance of Things, from your ill-favoured 
Do£jrine of original Gpijt, and original Depravity! 
Your Do&rine is a Contradiction to the Language 
of Nature. Nature fays, through all her Works, 
“ That GOD is good, and Men are made to be 
** happy." Whereas, your Opinion would turn 
the whole World into a vaft Hofpital, and make 
every individual' Perfon, a Leper or a Lrzarus. 

JJp. I join with my Theran, and with univerfal 
Nature, in bearing witnefs to the Goodnefs of out 
GOD. And nothing, I am perfuaded, difplays it 
more, nothing manifefts it fo much, as the Doctrine 
of our Fall in Jdam, connected with our Recovery. 
in CHR /ST.—Only in one Particular I am obliged 
to diflent. It is not my Opinion that would make , 
but the Sin of our Forefather yvhich has made> the 
whole World an Infirmary, and every individual 
Perfon a Leper. 

Ther , At this Rate, You would croud into that 
fingle Act of Difobedience, Evils more numerous, 
and more fatal, than the Plagues which were lodged 
in Pandora 's Box, or the Troops which were flowed 
in the Trojan Horfe. 

Jfp. Far more numerous, and infinitely more 
pernicious.—The Fable of Pandora'% Box feems to 

P 3 
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have been a Shred of the Do&rine, picked up by 
the Heathen Wits, and fafliioned according to their 
fportive Fancy. This would, if there was any Oc- 
cafion for fuch weak Affiftance, bring in the Pagan 
Theology, as a fubfidiary Evidence to our Caufe. 
—The Trojan Horfe poured Ruin upon a fingle 
City; but the primitive Tranfgreflion entailed 
Mifery upon ail Generations. 

Ther. You have advanced this heavy Charge pretty 
ftrenuoufly, 1 muft confefs. But without defend¬ 
ing to Fa£!s, or appealing to Experience. All the 
Invectives are general and declamatory , none point¬ 
ing and particular. 

ffp. It is c:ify, my dear Friend, too eafy to draw 
up a particular Bill of Indiflment; and not only to 
fpecify the Fa£fs, but to demonjlrate the Charge. 
Experience, fad Experience will furnilh Us with a 
Cloud of Witneflcs, and prove my Remonftrances 
to be more than Invectives. 

Were we to diffedl human Nature, as, in our laft 
Conference, You treated the Animal Syftem, we 
fliould find the Leprofy of Corruption, fpreading 
itfelf through our whole Frame. For which Rea- 
fon, it is ftyled, by an infpired Writer, “ The Old 
** Man*.”— Old-, becaufe, in its Commencement, 
it was early as the Fall; and, in its Communica¬ 
tion to Individuals, is coeval with their Being.— 
Man i becaufe it has tainted the Body, infe&ed the 
Soul, and difordered the whole Perfon. 

St. Paul, deferibing a profligate Converfation, 
fpeaks in this remarkable Manner; fulfilling 'the De- 
Jires of the Flejh , and of the Mindy. By the Defires 
of the Flefh, He means thofe irregular Inclinations, 

which 


* Rom. vi. 6. 


f Eph. ii. 3. 
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which correfpond with the animal Part of our Con¬ 
stitution. By the Defires of the Mind, He denotes 
thofe evil Propenfities, which are more immediately 
feated in the intelledlual Faculties. And by both, 
He very ftrongly expreffes the total Depravation of 
our Nature. 

Thor. What You call evil Propenfities, I am apt 
to think, are not really finful, but appointed for 
the Tryal of our Virtue.—Nay, fince they are con- 
fefiedly natural, they cannot be in themfelves evil. 
Becaufe, upon this Suppofition, GOD, who is 
the Author of our Nature, would be the Author 
alfo of our Sin. 

Afp. Then You imagine, that Propenfities to Evil, 
are void of Guilt. This is the Popijb Notion, but 
neither the Mofaic nor the Apojlolic Doctrine.—In 
the Law of Mofes it is written, Thou Jhalt not Covet*, 
The Divine LEGISLATOR prohibits, not only 
the iniquitous Practice, but the Evil Defire.—The 
Apoftle gives it in charge to the ColoJJians, Mortify 
your Members , which are upon the Earth j Fornication , 
Uncleannefs, inordinate Affettion, and , which is the 
Source of all, evil Concupifcencc f. Now, muft not 
that be finful, which is contrary to GOD’s holy 
Nature, and a Tranfgreffion of his holy Law? Can 
that be free from Guilt, which We are commanded 
to mortifyi Which, if not mortified, denominate^ 
Us Children of Difobedience, and fubjedls Us to 
the Wrath J of GOD? 

Though thefe Propenfities are confefiedly natu¬ 
ral, they may be evil notwithftanding. The facred 
Writers feprefent what is natural, as contrary to 
what is fpiritual. Inftead of commending it, as 
P 4 innocent j 

• Exod. x'x. 17. f Col. iii. $. £ Col. iii. 6. 
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innocent; they condemn it, as foolijh *, bafe f, 
and criminal —Neither does this make the AU¬ 
THOR of our Nature, the Author of our Sin. 
But it proves,, that our Nature has fuftained a de- 
ftru£Uve Blaft: that it is quite different from its 
original State: that, what is fpoken of the Ifrael- 
itijk People, is applicable to the human Race; I 
planted Thee a noble Vine , wholly a right Seed: how 
then art Thou turned into the degenerate Plant of a 
Jlrange Vine || ? 

However, let Us obferve your Propofal: dwell 
no longer on general Hints, but defeend to a parti¬ 
cular Examination. As our Examination will chiefly 
refpedb the Soul, let me enquire. What are her prin¬ 
cipal Faculties? 

Thcr. The Undemanding, the Will , and the Af- 
feElions. Thefe are the moft diftinguifhing Powers, 
which that Queen of the human Oeconomy retains 
in her Service.—Thefe, like the feveral Diftribu-r 
tions of fome ample River, run through the whole 
Man; to quicken, fertilize, and enrich all his Con- 
verfation.—But You reprefent them bitter, as the 
Waters of March ; unwholefome as the Streams 
of Jericho ; noxious, as the Pottage prepared for 
the Sons of the Prophets. 

Nor is this a Mifreprefentation. For, fuch 
they really are; till divine Grace, like Mofes’s 
Wood§, like EHJha’s Salt 4 , or the Meal** caft 
in by that holy Man of GOD, fweeten them, heal 
them, and render their Operations falutary. 

The Underftanding claims our firft Regard.— 
This, hovyever qualified to ferve the Purpofes of ci- 

vUaj 

• i Cor. ii. 14. t a Pet. ii. it. J Eph. ii. 

11 Jer. ii. 21. § Exo . xv. 25. + 2 KJOg«,ii 

21,22. •* 2 Kings iv. 41. 
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vil Life, is unable to difcover the Truths, in which 
Wifdont confifts; or to form the Tempers, from 
which Happinefs flows. 

Let Us take our Specimen, not from the uncul- 
tivated Savages of Afric, but from the politeft Na¬ 
tion in Europe. —The Grecians piqued themfelves on 
their intellectual Accomplifhments. They termed 
all the reft of Mankind Barbarians. Yet, even thefe 
Sons of Science, profefjing themfelves wife , were, in 
Fadt, egregious Fools*. —Not to enumerate the 
fhocking Immoralities, which the Poets afcribed to 
their Deities. Not to infift upon the grofs Idola¬ 
tries, which the common People pradlifed in their 
Worlhip. Even their Philofophers , the moft im¬ 
proved and penetrating Geniufes, were unacquainted 
with the very firjl Principle + of true Religion. Even 
they could not pronounce, with an unfaultering 
Tongue J, “ That GOD is one.” 

Ther. 

* Rom. ii. 22. 

+ The firjl of all the Commandments is. Hear, 0 Ifrael, 
The LORD our GOD is one LORD ; and Thou 
Jhalt loose the LORD, See. Mark xii. 29. From which 
it appears, that the Unity of the GODHEAD, is the 
Foundation of all the divine Commandments, and of 
all human Worihip. That it is impoffible to give the 
LORD the Honour due unto his Name, unlefs We re- 

f ard Him as the PoflelTor of all Perfedlion ; to whom no 
eing is equal, or fecond, or in any Degree comparable. 
I Unfaultering-—Fox though, in Plato’s Book of Laws, 
We meet with e ©«•{—re ©*»—to* ©«o* again and again ; 
yet He foon departs from this found Speech, and relapfes 
into the Language of Idolatry. 

A learned and ingenious Friend, would fain have So¬ 
crates exempted from this Charge—I wifli, I could gra¬ 
tify his benevolent Temper, and fpare that amiable Phi- 
lofopher. But, however juftiy He may exprefs Himfelf 
on fome Occasions, at other Times He wavers; He evi¬ 
dently 
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Ther. With regard to the Philofophers, the Pre-. 
judices of a wrong Education, might pervert their 
Judgment; or, in compliance with the prevailing 
Mode, they might adopt Cuftoms, and afient to 
Notions, which they did not thoroughly approve. 

Afp. A poor Compliment this to their Integrity! 
Had I been their Advocate, methinks, I would have 
given up the oagacity of my Clients, rather than their 
Fidelity to the Caufe of GOD and of 7 'ruth. 

With reference to the fupreme GOOD , they 
Vcrc equally at a lofs,—There’s not one among all 
the inferior Creatures; not even the crawling 

Worm, 

dently revolts; and is moft pitiably inconfiflent with 
Himfelf.—Even in his excellent Conference with Arifta - 
demos, where He argues admit ably well for the Exifience , 
He cannot fteadily adhere to the Unity of the GOD¬ 
HEAD.—Nay ; in his laft folemn Apology before his 

i udges. He publicly renounces the Truth; declares, that 
leworlhippcd thole Goo. , which were acknowledged 
by his Countrymen; worfli pped them, and no other; 
on the fame Feliivals, at the fame Altars, and in the 
fame {idolatrous) Manner.— No other : thefe are his Words, 
Ovli yaj tfuifi a!\i Aio{, xai Hpst;, xai tu» Qvi tbIois ©tat, all 
ivies nat km volt Aca/xoatt, sle Ofxevc, uh otojux^iey aXXs; Sets; a»a- 

vtpwx. Socrat. Memor. Lib. 1 . c. i. Seft. u, 24, 
Let none conclude, from this or any other Pafiage, 
That We would confign over all the Heathens to Dam¬ 
nation. This is as far from our Intention, as it is foreign 
to the Argument. We are only like WitnefTes, furnmon- 
<d to give in our Evidence. From which it appears, 
that the very bell among the Gentiles, were ignorant of 
die true GOD ; or, if they knew Him, in any Degree, 
they glorified Him not as GOD ; but became vain in their 
Imagination, and vile in their Worlhip.— Whether they 
fhall obtain Mercy, or which of them lhall be Objects of 
divine Clemency, is left folely to the Determination of 
their fupreme, unerring, righteous J UD G E : 

-• — Non nofirum eji tantas componere Liles., Vine, 
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Worm, or the buzzing Fly; but perceives what is 
beneficial , and purfues it; difcerns what is pernicious , 
and avoids it. Yonder Caterpillar, whofe Nourilh- 
ment is from one particular Species of Vegetables, 
never makes a wrong Application to another: never 
is allured by the Fragrance of the Auricula, or 
dazzled by the Splendor of the Tulip j but con- 
llantly diftinguilhes, and as conftantly adheres to 
the Leaf, which affords her the proper Food. So 
fagacious are the meaneft Animals, with relation to 
their refpe&ive Happinefs ! While the mod cele¬ 
brated of the Heathen Sages were, on a Subjeft of 
the very fame Import, mere Dotards.—Varro reckons 
up no lefs than two hundred and eighty-eight dif¬ 
ferent Opinions, concerning the true Good} and 
not one of them derives it from the true Source. I 
mean a Conformity to the ever-bleffed GOD, and 
an Enjoyment of his infinite Perfe&ions. 

If, on thefe leading Points, they were fo erroneous ; 
no Wonder, that they were bewildered in their other 
Refearches. No Wonder, that, being thus fooliJh t 
they were alfo difobedient ; that, having lofi * their 
Way to Happinefs, they took every Deceiver for a 
Guide, and ferved divers Lujls and Pleafures. 

Ther. We are not enquiring into the Circum- 
ftances of this or that particular Nation } but into 
the State of Mankind in general. 

fifp. Caft your Eye, Ther on , upon thofe Swallows. 
They Ihoot themfclves, with furprifing Rapidity, 

through 

* Tit. iii. 3. The Original is wXawjaKoi—The Cafe 
■of the Grecians and Romans was touched upon, pag. 120. 
But the trueDccilion of this Enquiry, and the true Cha¬ 
racter of thofe People may be ieen, Rom, u-21, 2z, &c. 
to the End of the Chapter. 
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through the Air. I fhould take them for fa many 
living Arrows, were it not for their (hiding, wind¬ 
ing, wanton Motions. —Are not thefe what You 
call Birds of Paffage ? 

Ther. Thefe, and fome other of the feathered 
Race, are our conftant Vifitants in Summer; hut 
leave Us, at the Approach of Winter. As foon as 
the Weather becomes cold, they aflemble themfelves 
in a Body ; and concert Meafures, for their Depar¬ 
ture. Who convenes the Affembly— What Debates 
arife—Or how they communicate the Refolution 
taken—I do not prefume to fay. This is certain, that 
not one of them diilodges, till the Affair is fettled, 
and the Proclamation has been publifhed. Not a 
Angle Loiterer is to be feen, when the Troops are 
preparing for their Decampment; nor a Angle Strag¬ 
gler to be found, when they have once begun their 
March.—Having finifhed their Journey through the 
Land, their Wings become a fort of Sails*; and 
they launch, though not into, yet over the Ocean. 
Without any Compafs, to regulate their Courfe; or 
any Chart, to make Obfervations in their Voyage; 
they arrive fafely at the defired Shore. And what 
is flill more extraordinary, they always find the 
readied Way, and the fhorteft Cut. 

Jtfp. The Stork in the Heavens knoweth her appointed 
Times: and the Turtle , and the Crane , and the Swal- 
lowy ohferve the Time of their Coming: but my People 
know not the "Judgment of their GOD f. The young 
Ones of thofe Birds perceive, how abfolutely nccef- 
fitry it is, to forfake the Land of their Nativity, and 
travel in queft of milder Climes.—But our Offspring, 
even when their Minds begin to open, are brutijh in 

their 

f Jer. viii. 7. 


* Remigio Alarum. V 1 R G. 
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their Knowledge *. Bom they are, and too long con¬ 
tinue, like the wild Afs's Colt f. Not only quite def- 
titute of heavenly Wifdom, but ftupid to apprehend 
It, and averfe to receive it. As foon as they are born, 
they go ajlray , and— 

Ther. Go ajlray —To what is this owing, but to 
the bad Examples they behold ? They catch the 
wayward Habit* from the Irregular Converfation 
of others. 

Afp> Is not this a Confirmation of my Poiht ? 
Why are they yielding Clay % to each bad Impref- 
fion ?— Cafe-hardened Steel to every edifying Appli¬ 
cation ?—To do Mifcbief, to be proud of their Ap¬ 
parel, to feek Revenge ||, - they are not teachable 
only, but felf-taught. Whereas, if You would 
afFedt them with a Senfe of divine Things, or bring 
them acquainted with GOD their Maker; Line 
mujl be upon Line, Line upon Line: Precept mufl be 
upon Precept, Precept upon Precept: Here a little , 

and 


* Jer. x. 14. 

t Job xi. iz. How keenly is this Comparifon point- 
—Like t\it Afs's, an Animal remarkable for its Stu¬ 
pidity, even to a Proverb.—Like the Afs's Colt, which 
mu ft be ftill moreegregioufly Itupid than the Dam.—Like 
the wild Aft’s Colt, which is not only blockilh, but ftub- 
born and intractable; neither poffefles valuable Qualities 
by Nature, nor will eafily receive them by Difcipline.— 
The Image, in the Original, is yet more llrongly touch¬ 
ed. The comparative Particle like is not in the Hebrew ; 
torn a wild Afs's Colt ; or, as We fhould fay in Englijb, 
a mere wild, &c. 

J Cereus in Fit item JleSli. 

j| This is evident, from the Succefs of a Method, fre¬ 
quently but iiyudicioufly ufed to quiet Children. The 
Method I mean, of beating the Thing, which has raifed 
their Indignation. 
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and there a little *.—What farther corroborates my 
Sentiment, is. That all thefe tender Toils of Eru¬ 
dition are generally unwelcome ; are too often un~ 
fuccefsful; nay, will always be ineffectual, with*' 
out the Concurrence of Almighty Grace. 

Befides, Therein, if this Propenfity to Evil be ob- 
fervable in all Children, it feems more than probable^ 
that the unhappy Bias is derived from their Parents, 
rather than catched from their Neighbours .j 'artd 
owing, not to the. Influence of external Examples, 
but to a Principle of internal Corruption f.—NegleCt 
the Education of Children, and You are fure to have 
their Manners evil, their Lives unprofitable. Nay, 
only remit your Endeavours, and they lofe what has 
been gained: they ftart ailde, like a-broken Bow J. 
And wherefore this ? Why do they not, without the 

Rules 


• A great Critic has laid down the following Rule, to 
be obferved in fine Writing ; 

’Tit not enough no Harjhnefs gives Offence, 

The Sound muft be an Echo to the Sen/e. 

Pope’j Effay on Critici/m.. 

Never was this delicate Maxim more nicely exemplified, 
than in the above-cited PaiTage of Ifaiah, Chap, xxviii. 
13.—Another Inftance of the fame kind occurs in the 
feventh Verfe. Where the Language feems to mimic the 
reeling, firaggling, giddy Motions of a Drunkard: while it 
iterates and reiterates the Idea; expreffesthe fame Thing, 
in a different and ftill different Manner; with an appa¬ 
rent, and, in this Cafe, a fignificant Circumrotation of 
Words. * 

f St. Paul confeffes, that He and his Fellow<faints 
were, in their unconverted State, depraved; and this, not 
hoc t*s» t(», by Cufttm or Habit, but (fvcu, by Naturi, 
Eph. ii. 3. 

- . •"* . . * 

J '11 . Ad Mores Natura recurrit ~ 

Damnatos, fixes Lf mutari nefeia. Juvek, 
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Rules of Difcipline or Leflbns of Inftru&ion, fpon- 
taneotfly addidt themfelves to the Exercife of every 
Virtue ? Juft as the Cygnets, in yonder Canal, fpon- 
taneoufly take to the Element of Water, and the 
Afl: of fwimming. 

That Bed, in the Garden before Us, will fuggeft 
the Reafon. It has been digged and dreJIed this very 
Day. It now lies fmooth and clean. Not a fingle 
Weed appears on its Surface. Yet, how certainly 
will it, in a very little Time, produce a plenteous 
Growth of thofe vegetable Nuiftmces ?—Whence 
can this proceed? No Hand will fow them. No 
Wifh will invite them. But the Seeds , though un¬ 
perceived by any Eye, are already there. Diflemi- 
nated by the Winds, they have mixed themfelves 
with the Mold, and are funk into the Soil.—So, 
juft fo, it is with our Children. The Seeds of Ini¬ 
quity are within * them ; and, unlefs proper Dili¬ 
gence be exerted by U , unlefs gracious Afliftance 
be vouchfafed from above, they will aflurcdly fpring 
tip; over-run their Souls; and difhonour their 
Lives. 

Ther. Let Us leave the Children, and make Men 
the Subject of our Enquiry. 

jffp. in this Refpect, Theron, 

Men arc but Children of a larger Growth. 

We may leave the Veft or Hanging-fleeve Coat, but 
We (hall ftill find the Follies of the Child.—In 

Touthf 

* Whoever choofes to examine the Seeds, the poifon- 
ous Seeds, which are lodged in this Nurfery of all Evil; 
may fee a Sample of them in ourLORD’s Defcription, 
Mark vii. 20, 21, 22, 23. Where He characterizes the 
Heart, not barely of the hypocritical Pharifee, or the 
abandoned Publican, but of Mankind in general. 
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Youth what low Ambition, and Fond nets for delpU 
cable PTeafures.—-In Manhood , what a keen Purfuit 
of tranfitory Wealth; yet what a cold Inattention 
to GOD and Holinefs !—Men, and Men too of 
enlarged Underftanding, whofe Penetration on 
other Subjefts, is piercing as the Eagle’s Sight, 
are, on the mod: important Points, blind as the 
incaverncd Mole ? 

Tber. What! is the Underftanding like the mod 
dim-fighted Animal, when lodged in her darkeft Re¬ 
tirement? That fublime Faculty of the Soul; which 
lends her Eye to all the reft ; fits at the Helm, and 
directs their Motions ? 

Afp. You remember, I prefume, that beautiful 
Paffage in Milton *; which Mr. Addifon fo highly 
admires, and fo judicioufly illuftrates. The Pafiage 
I mean, where the Archangel Michael comes down, 
to advertife Adam of future Events, and to execute 
the Sentence of divine Juftice. 

Tber. I remember it perfe&ly well.—In the Eaft, 
the great Light of Day lies under an Eclipfe. In 
the Weft, a bright Cloud defcends, more luminous 
than the Sun itfelf. The whole Theatre of Nature 
Is darkened, that this glorious Machine may appear 
in all its Magnificence and Beauty —From this 
radiant Meteor, the Potentate of Heaven alights; 
and advances, with a majeftic Statelinefs, to meet 
Adam. 

Afp. Should you fee fuch an auguft Perfonage, 
alighting from his fplendid Chariot, and walking 
amidft the thronged Streets of a City?—Should You 
behold every One intent upon his Bufinefs or Diver- 
ftont { ftruck with no Awe ; paying no reverential 

Regard 


• Book XI. 263, £jfr. 
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Regard to this celefiial Vifitant; what would You 
think f 

Ther. I fliould certainly fufpeCt, that fome fupe- 
rior Power had drawn a Veil over their Sight, and 
hid this wonderful SpeClacle from their View. 

Afp. Such is really the Cafe with all Mankind by 
Nature, and with the Generality of People, during 
their whole Life.—GOD, the infinitely great 
GOD, is in every Place. Yet how few advert to 
his Prefence !—AH Nature exhibits Him to their 
Senfes; yet, perhaps, He is not in any of their 
Thoughts. 

The Sun, clothed in tranfcendent Brightnefs, 
moft illuftrioufly difplays his MAKER’S Glory. 
The Moon, though dreft in fainter Beams, has 
Luftre enough to fhew Us the adorable DEITY, 
and his marvelous Perfections. The Stars, fixed as 
they are at an unmeafureable Diftance, and lejfened 
almoft to a Point, come in with their Evidence, 
and magnify their CREATOR to a gazin» but 
unaffected World. 

The Air whfpers his Clemency in the gentle, the 
refrefhing Gales of Spring. If We take no Notice 
of this foft perfuafive Addrefs, the Tone is elevated ; 
the Majefty of JEHOVAH founds aloud, in roar¬ 
ing Winds, and rending Storms. Yet both Expe¬ 
dients fail. Man is like the deaf Adder, that 
ftoppeth her Ears. He refufeth to hear the Voice 
of the Charmers, charm they never fo fweetly, ne¬ 
ver fo forcibly. 

Each Flower, arrayed in Beauty, and breathing 
Perfume, courts our AffeCtions for its infinitely ami¬ 
able AUTHOR.—Not a Bird that fings among 
the Branches, nor a Brook that murmurs over the 
V o L. II. Q_ Pebbles, 
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Pebbles, but invites our Praife, or chides our In¬ 
gratitude.—All the Claftes of Fruits depofit their 
Atteftation on our Palates, yet feldom reach our 
Hearts. They give Us a Proof of the divine Be¬ 
nignity; a Proof, as undeniable as it is pleaiing, 
and too often as ineffectual alfo. 

In ftiort, the whole Creation is a Kind of mag¬ 
nificent Embafly from its Almighty LORD; de¬ 
puted to proclaim his Excellencies , and demand our 
Homage. Yet, who has not difregarded the former, 
and with-held the latter ?—How Few walk, as fee¬ 
ing HIM that is invifible, or have Fellowlhip with 
the FATHER of Spirits? Though, to walk be¬ 
fore Him, is our bighejl Dignity; and to have Fel¬ 
lowlhip with Him, is our only Felicity ? 

Ther. This is owing to Inattention , rather than to 
any Blindnefs or DefeCt in Man’s Underftanding. 
The many Works of Genius, which have been pro¬ 
duced in various Ages, are an abundant Proof of his 
intellectual Capacity.—Have not the Seas been tra¬ 
veled, and the Skies meafured ? Has not the Earth 
been difemboweled of its choiceft Treafures ; while 
its Surface is beautified with Towns, Cities, Pa¬ 
laces, innumerable ?—What fine Arts are invented 
and exercifed; and to what a Pitch of Perfection are 
they carried ? Arts that feem, if not to exceed, at 
leaft to rival Nature.—It was the Underftanding, 
which formed all thefe great Defigns. It was the 
Underftanding, which contrived the Means, and 
conduced the Execution.—And are not thefe un- 
queftionable Evidences of her very fuperior Abili¬ 
ties? 

Jfp. Then flie is like fome great Emprefs, who 
conquers half the World, but is unable to rule Her- 
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felf. Who extends her Regulations Into foreign 
Climes, while her domeftic Affairs are involved in 
Confufion.—Do You doubt the Reality of this Re¬ 
mark ? Set Yourfelf to meditate upon the moft in- 
terefting Truths. How defultory , how incoherent are 
your Thoughts ? — Charge them to be colle&ed. 
They difobey your Orders.—Rally the undifciplined 
Vagrants. Again they defert the Talk.—Exert all 
your Power, and keep them clofe to their Bufmefs. 
Still they elude your Endeavours. 

The other Day, I could not forbear foiling at a 
little Adventure of your youngcft Son’s. Some ghtick- 
filver , which happened to be fpilt upon the Floor, 
parted into feveral Globules. The fhining Balls look¬ 
ed fo prettily, he longed to make them his own. But 
when he offered to take them up, they flipt from his 
Hand. As often as he renewed the Attempt, fo 
often He met with a Difappointment. The clofer 
He ftrove to grafp them, the more fpeedily they 
efcaped from his Fingers. He feemed, at firft, to 
be amazed ; then became quite angry, that the little 
Fugitives fhould fo conftantly baffle his repeated Ef¬ 
forts.—Thus unmanageable I very often find my 
own Thoughts. If yours are under no better Regi¬ 
men, this may convince Us both, that all is not 
according to the original Creation. 

We apply Ourfelves to converfe with the everlaft- 
ing GOD in Prayer. Here, One would expert to 
have the Thoughts all Clearnefs, and all Compofure. 
But Here We are not fufficient of Ourfehes t to think 
any Thing as of Ourfelves *. All thofe holyjdeas, 
which create Reverence, or ftrengtben Faith, or 
quicken Love, come from the F A T H E R of Lights. 

Q.a Should 

• a Cor. iii. 5. 
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Should HE withdraw his Influence, all will be 
dull, and dark, and dead.—It may be, We are 
fomewhat enlivened in this facred Exercife; before 
We are aware, perhaps in the very Midft of the fo- 
lemn Office, our Attention is dijfipated ; and not 
diflipated only, but featured to the Ends of the Earth. 
The GOD of all Glory is forfaken, and the De¬ 
votion paid to fome fenfelefs Foppery. A Melafac- 
for, begging his Life at the Knees of his Sovereign ; 
and difeontinuing his Suit, in order to carefs a Lap- 
dog, or purfue a Butterfly ; is but a faint Image of 
the Vanity which attends our devotional Services.— 
Reafon, which ought to correct thefe Irregularities, 
is treated like the incredulous Lord; who, inftead of 
controuling the unruly Multitude, was overborne by 
their Impetuofity, and trodden under Foot *. 

Since then the Reins are ftruck out of our Hands, 
and We have loft the Rule over our own Faculties j 
furely. We are in a State different, very different 
from our primitive Conftitution. 

Ther. However infenfible to refined Speculation, 
the Underftanding, when Interejl is in the Cafe, is 
apprehenfive enough. 

fifp. In temporal +, not in fpiritual Affairs.— 
Your younger Brother, Theron, is a Merchant. We 
will fuppofe Him at the Sea-fide; within a fmall 
Diftance of the Veffel, on which a confiderable Part 
of his Subftance was embarked. We will fuppofe the 
Veffel in the utmoft Diftrefs; ready to founder with 
her Leaks, or to ftrike upon the Rocks.—If he dif- 
covers no Sign of Concern; calls in no Affiftance 
• from 

* 2 Kings vii. 17. 

+ Called therefore by the Apoitle, Flejbly Wifdom, and 
oppofed to the Grace of GOD. £ Cor. i. ta. 
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from the Country; makes no Effort to fave the 
Crew, and fecure the Cargo; would You not think 
him bereaved of his Undei (landing, or deprived of 
his Sight ?—Could You conceive a more favourable 
Opinion of his Eyes or his intellect? If, inflead of 
trying every Method to prevent a Shipwreck, He 
fhould amufe Himfelf with picking Shells from the 
Ocean, or drawing Figures on the Sand ? 

We, and every One of our Fellow-creatures, have 
an Intereft in Jeopardy, unfpeakably more precious, 
than all the rich Lading of a thoufand Fleets. Our 
Souls, our immortal Souls, are expofed, every Day, 
every Hour, to the Peril of everlaJUng DeJlruSrion. 
Every Temptation is threatening to their endlefs 
Welfare, as a Ridge of craggy Rocks to a Ship 
that drives before the flrongeft Gale.—Yet, how 
unconcerned are Mankind? Where is their holy 
Fear? Where their godly Jealoufy? Where their 
wakeful CircumfpeClion ? Rather, what a guy Infen- 
fibility is obfervable in their Behaviour? Or elfe, 
what a lifelefs Formality prevails in their Supplica¬ 
tions? Their Supplications to that Almighty BE¬ 
ING, who alone is able to fave and to deftroy.— 
Was not the human Underftanding both darkened 
and befotted. We fhould fee our Neighbours, We 
fhould fei 1 Ourfelves awakened, into much the fame 
earneft Solicitude, as the Difciples expreffed; when 
perceiving the Waves boifterous, and their Bark fink¬ 
ing, they cried; LORD ! Save Us! JVe perijh ! 

But alas! in Things of an unfeen Nature, though 
of eternal Confequence, Interejl , that habitual Dar¬ 
ling of every Heart, lofes its engaging Influence. 
Nay; when Eternity, all-important Eternity is at 
flake, even Self-prefervation is fcarce any longer a 
Q. 3 governing; 
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governing Principle.—What can be more deplor¬ 
able ? And, if We admit not the Doctrine of ori¬ 
ginal Corruption, what fo unaccountable ? 

Ther. This, 1 muft confefs, is true, with regard 
to the unthinking Rabble. To them may be ac¬ 
commodated the Remark of Augujlus. Who, when 
he faw fume foreign Females, carrying Apes in their 
Armsanflead of Infants, faid to one of his Courtiers; 
“ Have the Women of thofe Countries no Children , 
“ that they are fo fond of fuch defpicable Ani- 
** mals ?”—The Vulgar are fo immerfed in fecular 
Cares, that One might indeed be tempted toafkj 

Have thofe People no Souls? that Buying and 
“ Selling, Eating and Drinking, engrofs their 
“ whole Concern ?”—But Perfons of Rank and 
Education, think in a more exalted Manner. 

Afp. Do you then imagine, that an Elevation of 
Circumftances fets the Affections on Things above ? 
Or, that it is the peculiar Infelicity of the Vulgar , 
to grovel in their Defires ? —Gold, I believe, is more 
likely to increafe, than to diflipate, the Fog on the 
intellectual Faculties. Abundance of Pofleilions, 
inftead of difcngaging the Heart, fallen it more in- 
feparably to the Earth. Even fuperior Attainments 
in Learning, if not fan&ified by Grace, ferve only 
to render the Owner fomewhat more refined in his 
Follies, or vainly to puff up his fiejbly Mind*. —But 
Comparifons, between the various Clafles of Man¬ 
kind, are as ufelefs as they are invidious. None, 
in either Condition, attend tq the Things which 
make for their Peace, till they are awakened from 
their Lethargy, by the quickening SPIRIT of 
CHRIST. And even then We cannot but ob- 

ferve 


• Col. ii. 18. 
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ferve evident Indications of much remaining Blind- 
nefs. 

How apt are fuch Perfons to miftake the Way of 
Salvation? To place their own Works for a Foun¬ 
dation of Hope, inftead of CHRIST, the Rock of 
Ages? Thinking, by their own Performances to 
•win, not feeking from unmerited Grace to receive, 
the Inheritance of eternal Glory. Which is more 
abfurdly vain, than to offer Toys as an Equivalent 
for Thrones; or to dream of purchafing Diadems 
with a Mite.—They are alfo prone to mifapprehend 
the Nature of Holinefs. Are zealous to regulate 
the external Condudf, without attending to the Re¬ 
novation of the Heart: in outward Forms elabo¬ 
rate ; with refpeft to inward Sanility, lefs if at all 
exait. A Labour juft as prepofterous, as to fkin 
over the Surface of a Wound, while it fefters at the 
Bottom, and confumes the Bone, 

Give me Leave to alk, Theron-, When our LORD 
declares, Unlefs a Man be born again. He cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven*: when He fpeaks of 
eating his Flcjh, and drinking his Blood \: when You 
hear or read of Union with the blefted JESTJS, 
or Communion with the mod high GOD ; is there 
not a Cloud, if not total Darknefs, on your Mind $ ? 

-■How 


* John iii. 3. f John vi. 54. 

t With regard to the Myfteries of CHRIST, the 
greateil Proficients are but Obtufe aeuti , Dull even in 
their Acutenefs.—What fays the wife Agur ? An invalu¬ 
able Fragment of whofe Works, is preferved in the 
Book of Proverbs. Surely, 1 am more brutijh than any Man, 
and have not the Underjianding of a Man: even though the 
following Verfes befpeak the very lingular Elevation and 
Extent of his Knowledge. Prov. xxx. z.—Conformably 
to the Experience of this excellent Man, I have always 

obferved. 
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—How erroneous was the Pfalmift himfelf, in hi* 
Judgment concerning the divine Difpofals? So 
foolijh was I and ignorant , even as it were a Beaji , or 
as the verieft Bead before Thee*. —The Voice of 
Experience therefore will atteft, what the Word of 
Revelation has averred ; That the natural Man , be 
his intellectual Abilities ever fo pregnant, or ever 
fo improved, cannot know the Things of the SPIRIT 
of GOD f : He has no Sight to difccrn their Beauty; 
no Tafte to relifh their Sweetnefs. Nay, though 

they 

obferved, that the more enlightened People are, the more 
they lament their Ignorance; the more they pant after a 
continual Progrefs in heavenly Knowledge; the more 
they pray for clearer, ftill clearer Manifeilations of the 
incomprehenfible GOD, and his tranfccndcntly rich 
Grace in CHRIST JESUS. 

* I queflion, whether Afpafto's Tranflation comes fully 
pp to the Emphalis of the Original. The comparative 
Particle is omitted in the Hebrew. As foftens and palli¬ 
ates the Matter. Therefore the Pfalmift, to exprefs the 
deeped Senfe of his Ignorance, fays, I was a Beaft, yen, 

: the verieft Beaft niDru, Pfal. lxxiii. 22.—In Figures 
equally ltrong, and equally abaftng, is this Blindnefs of 
our fallen Nature dtferibed, by the Writers of the New 
Teftament. Men, in their natural State, are Children 
of Darknefs ; nurfed up by Ignorance, and totally fub- 
jgtt to its Influence. 1 Theff. v. 3. They walk in 
Darknefs ; it is the very Element, in which they live 
and move, John xii. 35. Nay; they are not only//* 
Parknefs, but Darknefs itfelf. Eph. v‘. 8, Their Souls 
are like the Region, whi.h Job, with fuch inimitable 
Energy, deferibes; A Land of Darknefs, gloomy and hor¬ 
rible as the Shadow of Death-, where all is Confufion, 
f,without any Order; and the very Light, or that which 
Ihould illuminate the dilmal Shades, is the Blacknefs of 
Darknefs. Job x. zz —Let me clofe my Note, with the 
candid but weighty Sentence, which clofes Xenophon't 
Hiftory of Cyrus. Et is ns ru-mlUft ymstmti, ru spTct rest 
iitiOMirut, evprerti aula futflvpufla rets «pu>*s Mjtt;. 

f 1 Cor. ii. 14, 
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they are the pureft Light, and the moft perfeft Wif. 
dom, to Him they appear, not only dark and ob- 
fcure, but even Foolijhnefs itfelf. 

Would this be the Cafe, if the Underftanding was 
not greatly depraved ? Should it be difficult for your 
Ear, to diftinguifh the Diverfity of Sounds j or for 
your Eye, to difcern the Variety of Colours; would 
You not conclude, that the Organs were very much 
impaired? 

Ther. I think, You have treated the Underftand¬ 
ing, as Zopyrus ferved his own Body *, when he went 
over to the Enemy.—Do You intend to mangle the 
other Faculties, at the fame unmerciful Rate ? 

Afp. That Nobleman made the Wounds, which 
disfiguied his Flefh. I have only probed the Sores, 
which were found in the Underftanding. If I have 
touched the Quick, and put the Patient to Pain, it 
is only to facilitate the Operation of Medicine, and 
make W ay for a Cure.—But permit me to a Ik, Where¬ 
in does the Excellency of the human Will confift ? 

Ther. In following the Guidance of Reafon, and 
fubmitting to the Influence of proper Authority. 

Afp. The Will, I fear, rejects the Government 
of Reafon; and it is undeniably certain, that it re¬ 
bels againft the Authority of GOD. 

Caft your Eye upon that Team of Horfes, with 
which yonder Countryman is ploughing his fallow 
Ground. No lefs than five of thole robuft Animals 
are-linked together, and yield their fubmiffive Necks 
to the Draught. They have more Strength than 
twenty Men, yet are managed by a Jingle Lad. They 
pot only ftand in awe of the Lafh, but liften to the 

Voice 

• See Rollin’/ Ancient Hifi. Vol. III. /. 46. 
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Voice of their Driver. They turn to the Right- 
band or to the Left ; they quicken their Pace, or 
Hop Ihort in the Furrow; at the bare Intimation of 
his Pleafure.—Are We equally obedient to the Calls, 
to the Exhortations, the exprefs Injunctions of our 
beavenly LORD? The blefled yESUS fpoke 
at the Beginning, and the World was made. He 
{peaks by his Providence, and the Univerfe is upheld. 
When He Ihall fpeak at the laft Day, the Heavens 
will pafs away, and the Earth be diffolved. Yet He 
{peaks to Us in his divine Word, and We turn a 
deaf Ear to his Addrefs. He fpeaks in tender Ex¬ 
postulations, and no melting of Heart enfues. He 
fpeaks in precious Promifes, and 'no ardent Defires 
are .enkindled.—The Will, which in thefe Cafes 
ought to be turned as Wax to the Seal, is unimprefied 
and inflexible as an iron Sinew. 

Ther. The human Will is conftantly inclined to 
preferve, accommodate, and make its Pofleflor hap¬ 
py. Is not this the right Pofttion , in which it fliould 
always (land ? Or the moft defirablc Direction, that 
can be given to its Motions ? 

Jfp. I fhould be glad, if Fail bore witnefs to 
your Aflertion. But Fafl, I apprehend, is on the 
contrary Side.—I took notice, as we came along, 
of fome Ants bufily employed on a little Hillock. 
Have You made any Obfervations, Ther on, on this 
reptile Community ? 

Ther. It is a little Republic *. They inhabit a 
Kind of oblong City, divided into various Streets. 
They are governed by Laws, and regulated by Poli¬ 
tics, of their own. Their Magazines are commodi- 
©ufly formed, and judicioufly guarded againft the In¬ 
juries 

• See Nat. Dl/pl. Vol. I. 
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juries of the Weather. Some are defended by an 
Arch made of Earth, and cemented with a peculiar 
Sort of Glue. Same are coveted with Rafters of 
flender Wood, and thatched with Rufhes or Grafs. 
The Roof is always raifed with a double Slope, to 
turn away the Current of the Waters, and fhoot the 
Rain from their Store-houfes. They all bcjilr them- 
felves, with inceffant Afiiduity, while the Air is fe¬ 
rine ; while the Roads are good ; and Abundance of 
loofe Grain lies fcattered over the Fields.—By thefe 
Precautions, they live fecure, when Storms embroil 
the Sky; they want no Manner of Conveniency, 
even when Winter lays wafte the Plains. 

jljp. Do We improve, fo diligently, our prefent 
Opportunities ? This Life is the Seed-time of Eter¬ 
nity. Do We hufband the precious Moments, like 
Perfons fenfible of their unfpeakable Importance ? 
Senfible, that if we trifle and are ignorant, they will 
be irrecoverably gone, and /^irretrievably ruined. 

Sicknefs, We know not how foon, may invade 
Us, Pain may torment Us, and both may iflue in 
our final Diffolution. Are We duly aware of thef® 
awful Changes, and properly folicitous to put all 
in order for their Approach ?—We walk (alarming 
Thought!) upon the very Brink of Death, Refur- 
rcdtion, and Judgment. Do we walk like wife Vir- 
gins , with our Loins girt; with our Lamps trimmed; 
in a State of continual Readinefs, for the heavenly 
BRIDEGROOM’S Advent? 

Thofe Ants have no Guide , Overfeer , or Ruler, 
Yet they prepare their Meat in the Summer , and gather 
their Food in the Harvejl *. We have all thefe, yet 
•negle£l the Time of our Vifttation.—- We have 

GOLF* 


• Prov. vi. 7. 
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GOD’S unerring Word, to guide Us; GOD’t 
ever watchful Eye, to overfee Us; GOD’S fove- 
reign Command, to rule and quicken Us. Not- 
with (landing all thefe Motives, is not the Speech 
of the Sluggard, the very Language of our Con¬ 
duit ? A little more Sleep , a little more Slumber , a little 
more folding of the Hands to fleep *. The nioft fu- 
pine Indifference, where all poflible Diligence is but 
juft fufiiciejjt!—This, You mu ft allow, is the true 
Character of Mankind in general. And does this 
denaonftrate the Rectitude of their Will ? 

Tber. The Underftanding may be faid to carry the 
Torch, the Will to hold the Balance. Now, the 
Perfection of a Balance confifts, in being fo nicely 
poifed, as to incline at the leaf Touch, and prepon¬ 
derate with the fightejl Weight. Tj^is Property be¬ 
longs, without all Difpute, to the human Will. 

Afp. What ? if one of your Scales fhould defcend 
to the Ground, though charged with Trifles, that are 
light as Air ? If the other fhould kick the Beam, 
though its Contents be weightier, than Talents of 
Gold ?—Is not this an exalt Reprefentation of our 

Will, 

• There is, ifl miftakenot, a nice Gradation, in this 
Speech of the Sluggard ; fuch as vtry naturally mimics 
the Manner of that lazy Creature.—He pleads, firft, for 
iome confiderable Degree of indulgence, A little Sleep.-— 
If that is too much to be granted. He craves fome fmaller 
Toleration of his Sloth; A little Slumber. —If the Taik- 
mafter ftill rings in his Ear; ftill goads his Side ; one al- 
jnoft fees the dull Wretch, rubbing his heavy Eyes, and 
yawning out his Jail Requelt ; A little Folding of the Handt 
at leait to lit down. aatttV OH* pan Prov. vi. 10—When 
futih is our Conduit with regard to eternal Interefts, how 
iaftly may We apply that lpirited Expoftulation of the 

Ttmtamne Rem tam negjigenttr ! 
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Will, when the fleeting Pleafures of Senfe, or the' 
puny Interefts of Time, excite our Wifhes; even 
while the folid Delights of Religion, and the itn- 
menfely rich Treafures of Immortality, can hardly 
obtain our Attention ?—However, let Us quit the 
^Metaphor, and examine Fa£t. Suppofe, I make it 
appear, that, inftead of choofing the moft eligible 
Objefts, the Will is fo deplorably vitiated, as to lotbt 
what is falutary, and be fond of what is baneful. 

Tier. If you prove this to be univerfally the Cafe, 
You will prove your favourite Point with a witnefs. 

Afp. When Providence is pleafed to thwart our 
Meafures, or defeat our Endeavours; to bring Us 
under the Cloud of Difgrace, or lay upon Us the 
Rod of Affii&ion; what is our Behaviour ?—Do 
We bow our Heads in bumble Refignation ? Do We 
open our Mouths in thankful Acknowledgments ?— 
Obferve.the Waters in that elegant octangular Ba- 
fon. They affimilate themfclves, with the utmoft 
Readinefs, and with equal ExaCtnefs, to the Veflel 
which contains them. So would the human Will, 
if it were not extremely froward and foolilh, con¬ 
form itfelf to the divine: which is unerringly wife, 
and, of all poffible Contingencies, incomparably the 
bell Yet, how apt are We to fret with Dif- 

quietude} 

• This feems to he the Meaning of the Prophet, 
ontWD pnvi? m« Ifai. xxvi. 7. Not— The Way of 
the Juft is Uprightnejs —A Senfe, which the Confirmation 
of the Words will but difficultly admit ; which, in the 
prefent Connexion, is haidly confident with Humility j 
and by no means proper, to introduce a devotional Ad- 
drefs to the great JEHOVAH. Rather— GOD’i 
Way to the Juft is Uprightneft j or, ftill more emphati¬ 
cally, Uprightncftis. Is in all Refpefts irreprovable, ex* 
cellent, admirable ; fuited, perfectly fuited, to every 
ikered Attribute of Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Truth. " 
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quietude; and ftruggle under afflictive Difpenfa 
tions, as a wild Bull in a Net l 

Ther. This is a very imperfeCt Proof, Afpajio, and 
correfponds with only Part of your Accufation. We 
may diflike what is wholefome, efpecially if it be 
unpalatable, yet not be fond of our Bane. 

Afp. Should You fee a Perfon, who thirfts after 
the putrid Lake, but difreliihes the clear running 
Fountain; who longs for the impoijoned Berries of 
the Nightfhade, but abhors the delicious Fruit of the 
Orchard, would You applaud the Regularity of his 
Appetite ?—I don’t wait for your Anfwer. But I 
more than fufpeCt this is a true Picture of all un¬ 
regenerate People. See! how they affeft Drefs and 
external Ornament j but are unwilling, rather than 
defirous, to be clothed with Humility *, and to put 
«n CHRIST- \! Amufemcnt will engage. Play 
animate, and Diverfton fire them : but as to the 
Worlhip of the living GOD, O! What a Weari- 
nefs is it t / Frothy Novels, and flatulent Wit, re¬ 
gale their Tafte; while the Marrow and Fatnefs of 
the divine Word, are “ as their forrowful Meat ||.” 
Flatter them ; and, though your Speech is a lufoious 
Poifon §, their Eyes fparkle with Delight. Ad- 

jnonilh 

• t Pet. v. 5. f Rom. xiii. 14. J Mai. i. 13. 

|| Job vi. 7. ’»nV ’113 Sicut Cili Languorum, As the 
Mmt of my Sicknt/s, For which We have no Appetite; 
in which We find no Reliih, and which We frequently 
loath. 

| Mr. Bonnel,An one of his Evening Examinations, 
recollecting that He had heard Himfelf praifed ; and be¬ 
ing confeious, that He heard it with Delight—taking 
Honour to Himfelf, and not giving GOD the Glory, 
xii. 23.—-Made this Memorandum in his Diary; 
♦* To-day, I haye been bathing my Soul in Poifon.” 
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monifh them; and though your Service is an excel - 
lent Oil*, Diffatisfa£lior» lours on their Brow.— 
What is all this, but to lothe the Salutary, 2 nd 
long for f the Baneful i 

Let 


* Pfal. cxli. 

f Would the Reader fee this unhappy Contrail drawn 
in the ftrongelt Colours, and by the molt rhetorical 
Accumulation of Words ? He may compare the royal 
Preacher, and the mourning Prophet.— Becaufe I have 
called, and'it refufed ; 1 have f retched out my Hand, and 
no Man regarded : But ye have fct at nought all try Conn- 
fcl, and would none of my Reproof. What a Croud of 
iimilar Ideas; Emphatically declaring the moft incorri¬ 
gible Perverfenefs; which is Proof again ft every Method 
of Reformation ; againft ail the Arts even of divine Per- 
fuafton. From. i. 24, 25.— The Hof of Heaven, whom 
they have loved, and vihom they have icrved, and after 
i whom they have walked, and whom they have fought, and 
whom they have worlhipped. What a Heap of l'ynoni- 
mous Expreffions! Significantly defcribing the moft im¬ 
petuous Ardour and Avidity, in the Ways of Sin; an 
Ardour, which no Prohibitions can reftrain; and an 
Avidity, which never knows when to fay, “It is enough.'* 
Jer. viii. 2. 

if I beg Leave to add another Example of this Kind, 
it is chiefly for the Sake of clearing up an obfeure Paf- 
fage in the Pfalms ; which feems to have been miftalren 
by the Authors of both our Veriions.— David, to fet 
forth the barbarous Affiduity of his Perfecutors, fays j 
They wander up and down. They pry into every Corner; 
theyfearch the City, and examine the Country; btmV 
not for Meat \ (which, in this Connexion, is a Senie 
quite foreign to the Subjefl, and very jejune indeed) 
but to devour. To devour me the deftined VidHm of 
their Rage. And if they are not fatisfed, if they cannot 
compafs their Defign by Day, they will grudge,f 
No; but they will continue all Night, in the Prolecutio# 
of their Purpole. Neither Cold nor Darknefs can re¬ 
tard them; neither Hardlhips nor Dangers can deter 
them; but their Attempts are as indefatigable, as their 
Malice is implacable. Pfal. lix. tj. 
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Let me, from the fame Companion, propofe one . 
Queftion more; which may be applicable both to the 
Will and to the Underftanfling.—Should You hear 
of another Perfon; the State of whofe Stomach was . 
fo difpofed, that it turned the moil nouriihing Food 
into Phlegm; and derived Matter of Difeafe, frotji 
the moft fovereign Supports of Health ; what would 
You think of his Conftitution ? 

Ther. I ihould certainly think it very much dif- 
tempercd. 

Afp. Without the Grace of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, our Souls turn every Occurrence into 
an Increafe of their finful Depravity * Our very 
Table is a Snare; and inftead of exciting Us to 
Gratitude, is a Provocative to Gluttony.—How dif¬ 
ficult is it, when We flow in Plenty, not to be 
elated; when We are prefled with Poverty, not to 
repine !—Have We Bufinefs in the World ? It cum¬ 
bers our Thoughts, or tempts Us to Avarice. Have 
We no Bufmefs to manage ? We fink into Sloth, 
and fettle on the Lees of Voluptuoufnefs.—If our 
Schemes arc profperous, it is odds but they attach 
Us to the Interefts of Time. If they prove unfuc- 
cefsful. We too often are chagrined with the Dif- 
appointment, and fin againft Meeknefs. Even the 
holy Commandment, inftead of reftraining Sin, or 
producing Obedience, irritates the inbred Depra¬ 
vity ; and renders it more reftlefs, more impetuous, 
more ungovernable f.—Thofe very Things, which 
Jbould have been for our Welfare (fo malignant and 
raging is our Corruption!) are converted into an 
Occafun of falling. * 

Ther. 

* ■■ ■ ■ Qupdcunque infunctis aeefcit. Ho*., 
f Rom. vii. 8. 
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Ther. The Will is under no NeceJ/ity of mifem- 
ploying her Powers. She is free to ad in this Man¬ 
ner or in that. And, if a Spendthrift, is not a 
Slave. 

Afp. In Actions which relate to the animal Oeco- 
wh iy ? The Will is unqueftionably free. She can 
contrad the Forehead into a Frown, or expand it 
with a Smile.—In the ordinary Affairs of Life, She 
is under no Controul. We can undertake or de¬ 
cline a Journey, carry on or difcontinue an Employ, 
juft as We pleafe.—In the outward Ads of Reli¬ 
gion alfo, the Will is her own Miftrefs. We can 
read the Word of GOD, or go to the Place of dir 
vine Worfhip, without any extraordinary Aid from 
above.—But in Matters which are more intimately 
conncded vyith oUr Salvation, the Cafe is widely, 
different. 

What fays our famous old Poet Spcnfer ? Amidft 
all his rich Fancy and bright Imagery, He fpeaka 
-as plainly upon this Subjed, as Ther on’s ferious 
Friend. 

Ne let the Man afcribe it to his Skilly 
That thorough Grace has got the Vtflory. 

If any Strength We have, it is to III ; 

But all the Good is G OD’s , the Power and eke the Will. 

Ther. This wants Confirmation. More authen-. 
tic Confirmation, than the fanciful Flights of ,a> 
Poet.. 

Afp, Would You have a Perfon delight Hinjfelf 
in the LORD; take Pleafure in Devotion; and 
Cct. his A#edions on Things above ?—All this is. 
bo|h his Duty and his Intereft. But alas! His In- 
Vol. II. . R clinations 
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dinations gravitate the quite contrary Way. His 
Will is in the Condition of that diftrefled Woman, 
who was bowed down with a Spirit of Infirmity, and 
could in no wife lift up Ilerfcf*. Corruption, like 
a ftrong Bias influences, or rather like a heavy 
Mountain opprefles his Mind. Neither can HeluaiCc 
off" the Propenfity, or ftruggle away from the Load: 
until Grace, almighty Grace, interpofes for his 
Releafe.— Where the SPIRIT of the LORD is, 
there , and there alone, is Liberty f ; that facred 
and glorious Liberty, which is not the common 
Privilege of all Men, but the high Prerogative of 
the Children of GOD. 

Would You have a Perfon apply to the great 
REDEEMER; apply with a real Ardor of De- 
fire ; as Bartimeeus of old, or the Syropbtxnician Mo¬ 
ther ? Counting all Things but Dung, for the tranf- 
cendent Excellency of CHRIST? —To do this, 
is to poflefs true Wifdom ; and the only Expedient 
to acquire true Happinefs. But the human Will is 
like the withered Arm ; cannot ftretch forth itfelf 
to the all-gracious SAVIOUR: cannot hunger 
and thirft after his cverlafting Righteoufnefs and 
infinite Merit: cannot do this, till the S A- 
VIOUR Himfelf fpeaks Power into the enfeebled, 
the perverted Faculty.—If You think otherwife ; 
try the Experiment. Perfuade Men to this necef- 
fary Pra&icc. Urge the moft yreighty Arguments : 
devife the moft pathetic Expoftulations : let Zeal 
exert all her Force, and Rhetoric employ all her 
Art. -Without being a Prophet, I dare venture to 
foretel the Ifliie. Difappointments, repeated Dis¬ 
appointments, will convince You—That our Di¬ 
vine 

* Luke xiii. 11. f 2 ^or. iii. 17. 
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vine MASTER knew what He fait!, when He 
folemnly declared f~No Man can come to Me, except 
the FATHE R, which hath fent Me, draw Him *. 
—That our Church has not taught Us to play the 
H^rpoa-ite. when She teaches Us to confefs; “ We 
** be tied and bound with the Chain of our Sins.” 

Ther. Are We Slaves then ? Will Chriflianitj 
fend Us to feek our Brethren, in the Mines or in 
the Gallies ? 

Afp. Chriftianity does not fend, but find Us there. 
There, or in a worfe Slavery f.— It is doubtlefs a 

moll 

* John vi. 44. It is not faid. The FATHER 
drives but draws: not by violent, irrational, compul* 
five Means; but by clear Convi&ion, fweet Perfuafion, 
and Inducements fuited to a reafonable Being. Thefe are 
the Cords of a Bead, the/e of a Man. bo that We ar« 
not afted upon as Clock-work, or influenced as mere 
Machines, but made willing in the Day of his Power, 
Pfal. cx. 3.—This Point is ttated, with great Propriety, 
and equal Clearnefs, in our tenth Article. “ T he Con* 
“ dition of Man, after the Fall of Adam, is fuch, that 
“ He cannot turn and prepare Himfelf by his own na. 
“ tural Strength and good Works, to Faith and calling 
" upon GOD. Wherefore, We have no Power to do 
" good Works, pleafant and acceptable to GOD, 
“ without the Grace of GOD by CHRIST prevent- 
“ ing Us, that We may have a good Will; and work* 
“ ing with Us when We have that good Will.” 

f St. Paul fays of Chrijlians, and reckons Himfelf 
the Number, that naturally they ferved (not 
but oWArvorkf, were abfolute Slaves to) divers Lufts dad 
Plea/ures, Tit. iii. 3. The whole Vetfeis very remark, 
able, and nothing can be more appoftte to Afpafui' s Pur. 
pofe. It lhews Us, What They were by Nature, who 
through Grace became living Images of the blefled 
G°D. 

This mortifying Doctrine is often acknowledged by 
our Church. Thus begins one of her public Supplica- 
R " tions; 
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molt abjeft State, to wear the Yoke, and truckle in 
Chains. Yet fuch, I apprehend, is the State ,of our 
Minds by Nature. To prove this, We need not go 
down to the loweft Ranks of Life. fhefe , You 
might fay with the Prophet, arepoor ; thefe arefoolijh j 
they have not known the Way of the LORD, nor the 
judgment of their GOD. — I will get me there¬ 
fore to the great Men *, and examine their Dif- 
pofition. 

Have You not known Perfons of the greatcd In¬ 
trepidity, and firmed Refolution, hurried away by 
their Lulls, as “ a rolling Thing before the Whirl- 
** wind f i” Perhaps, they were bold enough to 
face Danger, and defy the Sword, in the Field of 
Rattle. Yet, were no more able to renounce the 
wanton Allurements of Beauty, or the foft Solicita¬ 
tions ofi Pkafure; than the Moth can forbear flut¬ 
tering about the Flame, even though it finges her 
Wings, and is fcorching her to death.—Others 
poffefled of a refined Imagination, difdain the grofs 
Indulgences of Senfuality; yet are Slaves to their 
Own domineering Paflions. They are blown into the 
mod intemperate Rage, and puflied on to the mod 
extravagant A&ions, by every little ruffling Acci¬ 
dent. They fee the Meanncfs, which fuch an un¬ 
governable Spirit argues: they feel the Mifery, 

which 

lions; Almighty GOD, who alone can ft order the unruly 
Willi and Ajfe8ions of fitful Man. It teems. We cannot 
determine our own Wills, nor regulate our own Affec¬ 
tions. What is this but Bondage i— What does this be¬ 
token ? What does this imply ? 

. . But faffed Powers enthrall'd 

By Sin to foul exorbitant Defires f 

Milton, Book III. 

f Ifai. xvii. 15. 


• Jcr. v. 4, 5. 
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which fuch internal Tempefts create: nay, they 
refolve to fupprefs the Impetuofxty of their Temper. 
Yet, like a Feather borne away by the Torrent, 
they yuld to the very firft Provocation, anti are as 
furioufly refentful as ever.—Will You call thefe 
mnP irr fW | * free, becaufe their Talk-matters and their 
Tyrants are lodged within * ? Becaufe the Fetters 
are forged, not for the meaner, but for the immor¬ 
tal Part of their Nature ? 

Thrr. Let Us p ifs to the Affections. Thefe are 
to the Soul, what Wings are to the Eagle, or Sails 
to the. Ship. Thefe always ftand ready, to catch 
the Gales of Interett, and to fpring at the Signal 
of Rcafon. 

Afp. O ! that they did !—But, if the Wjngs are 
clogged with Mire ; if the Sails are difproportioned 
to the Ballaft; what Advantage will accrue, either 
to the Animal, or to the Veflel?—The One will, 
probably, be ovprfet in the Voyage? the Other 
mutt lie groveling on the Ground. 

Tbcr. Defire feems to be the firft, which “ opens 
“ the Mouth, or moves the Wing, or peeps f 
Defire is a&ive as a Flame, and ever in Purfuit of 
Happinefs, 

Afp. What if Your Flame, inftead of {hooting up¬ 
wards, fhould point its inverted Spires to the Earth ? 
Would not this be ftrange, and a Sign of great Dif- 
order ?—GOD is the Center of Perfe&ion, and the 
Source of Felicity. All that is amiable in itfelf, is 
comprehended in GOD. All that is beneficial to 
R 3 Ui, 

■ Imus & in Jeeore agro 
Nafcuntur Domini. , Peis. 

f Ifai. *. 14. 
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Us, proceeds from GOD. Do our Defires uni¬ 
formly tend to this fuper-excellent Being f Do our 
Withes terminate in the Enjoyment of his ever-g!o- 
rious Majefty ? Alas! We are naturally eftranged 
from Him : We covet no Communion with Him. 
We are wedded to Trifles, and dote upon 
But to GOD we Jay —it is evidently the Language 
of our Conduct— Depart from us ; We defire not the 
Knowledge of thy Ways *. 

If Defire is the Firft-born among the Affedtions, 
obferve it in Children. There it appears in its Dawn, 
and has moft of pure Nature.— See, how thofe Flies, 
exulting in the funny Gleam, vibrate with all the 
Rapidity of Motion their little Wings f. So prompt 
and expedite J, are the Defircs of Children, to any 
corrupting Diverfion. — See, bow fluggifhly that 
. Snail, crawling forth amidft the refrelhing Moifture, 
drags her flow Length along. So dull ||, if not re- 
lu&ant are the Difpofitions of our Children, to 
any improving Exercife. Rewards will hardly win 
them to the latter; the Rod can hardly deter them 
from the former.—And None, None but GOD, 
“ by his fpecial Grace preventing them, can put 
** into their Minds good Dcfires §.” 

Is 


* Job xxi. 14. 

+ The Wings of a Fly are foppofed to have the qu'tckeft 
Motion, of any material Subftance which lives. And if 
they make, as Naturalifts imagine, fome Hundreds of 
Vibrations in a Second of Time, I think, there can be 
no Competition in the Cafe. 

\ This is what the Greeks call Which, with 

« Propriety not to be equalled by any Tranilation, ex- 
preffes both the Promptitude of the Agent, and the Ini¬ 
quity of the A ft ion. Ads xiii. to. 

D Naftfotytfwali. Heb. V. ft. 

$ Ceiled for Safer- Day. 
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Is our Love under better Regulation?—Howeaflly 
are We captivated with a fair Complexion and grace¬ 
ful Form; efpecially, when fet off with the Deco¬ 
rations of Drefs. But how little affected with the 
Beauty of internal Chara&er; with the Ornaments 
•a&M&rtue, and the Graces of Chrijiianity ? Can it 
be fuppofed, that the Pulfe of the Soul beats regu¬ 
larly ; where there is fuch a pajfionate Fondnefs for 
fading Embellifhments, and fuch a cold Indifference 
for the moft fubftantial Endowments ?—How eafily 
are We fmitten with Riches* and Splendour! How 
our Hearts dance under a Senfe of Diftinction, Su¬ 
periority, or Preferment! Yet how backward to love 
that infinitely loving and lovely REDEEMER, 
who would die Himfelf, rather than We fhould be¬ 
come a Prey to Death! Tinder We are, perfe<ft 
Tinder to the Sparks of irrational and diflolute Af¬ 
fection. Harder than Adamant, colder than Ice, 
to this heavenly Flame. 

Ther. If our Love is blind, our Fear has not loft 
her Eyes. Fear is quick of Apprehenfion : and, in- 
ftead of being ftupidly infenfible, is ready to “ rife 
“ up at the Voice of a Bird f.” 

Afp. The Paffion of Fear is fufliciently aCtive, but 
deplorably mifapplied. —We fear the Reproach of 
Men. But are We alarmed at the View of that 
everlajiing Shame , which the LORD, the righte¬ 
ous Judge, (hall pour upon the Ungodly ? We fhud- 
der at the drawn Dagger, and Hand appalled at the 
R 4 head- 

* On this Account, becaufe We are naturally Lovers 
of Riches, of Pleafure, and of the World, more than of 
GOD our S A V l O U R, the Scripture arraigns TJs aq 
44 *ltertn and AdnltereJJet. James iv. 4. 

f Ecclef, xiL 4. 
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headlong Precipice. But how often have We defied 
the Sword of Almighty Vengeance, and fported up¬ 
on the Brink of irretrievable Perdition ? 

Sin is the moft pernicious of all'Evils. Sin vio¬ 
lates the divine Command, and provokes the Divine 
MAJESTY. Sin offers Defpite to the lllfcifea' 
SPIRIT, and tramples upon the Blood of JE-, 
SUS. For Sin, the Tranfgreffor is banifhed from 
the blifsful Prefence of GOD, and doomed to dwell 
with inextinguifhable Burnings. Do We dread this 
grand Dejiroyer of our Happinefs ? Dread it more 
than any Calamities, more than all Plagues ?—Take 
one of thofe fine May-dukcs, which glow with fuch 
an inviting Scarlet, on yonder Efpalier. Offer it 
to the Blackbird, that ferenades us from the neigh¬ 
bouring Elm. The Creature, though fond of the 
Daiinty, will fly from your Hand, as haftily as from 
a leveled Fowling Piece. He fufpeets a Defigti up¬ 
on his Liberty; and therefore will endure any Ex¬ 
tremity, will even flarve to death, rather than tafle 
the moji tempting Delicacy in fuch hazardous Cir- 
cumftances. — Are We equally fearful of an infi¬ 
nitely greater Danger ? Do We fly, with equal So¬ 
licitude *, from the delufive but deftrudtive Wiles 
of Sin ? Alas 1 Do not We too often jwallow the 
Bait, even when We plainly difeover the fatal 
Hook ? Do We not Jnatch the forbidden Fruit, 
though Confcience remonftrates ; though GOD 
prohibits ; though Death Eternal threatens! 

Ther . 

* The inJUgating Admonition, tranfmitted to Brtntius 
by an anonymous Letter, when the Fapifts had formed 
a Plot againft his Life, fhould be the Rule of our Con- 
duft on fuch an Occafion; Fuge / Fuge / ciib—citwm 
citijjimi. 
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Ther. Confcience then, according to your own 
Account, has efcaped the general Shipwreck; Con¬ 
fcience is GOD’s Vicegerent in the Soul, and exe¬ 
cutes her Office faithfully. Even the Gentiles Jhew 
the work of the Law written in their Hearts , their Con- 
'jcienfe alfo bearing witnefs, and their Thoughts the mean 
while accufing or elfe excuftng one another *. 

Jfp. If there be any Remains of the divine Image, 
perhaps, they are to be found in the Confcience. 
But even this is not exempt from the common Ruin. 

•—Confider its Light. It is like a dim Taper, feebly 
glimmering ; and juft ferving to make the Darknefs 
vifiblc. Or, if it difeovers, it difeovers only an 
obfeure Something, We know not what. Which, 
inftead of informing, tantalizes Us ; and inftead of 
guiding, bewilders Us. As falfe and delufory Light* 
on the Shore, put a Cheat upon the mariner; and, 
inftead of diredting Him to Safety, miflead Him in¬ 
to Danger f.—Confider its Operations. It is either 
dumb or dead, or both. Dumb-, or elfe how ve¬ 
hemently would it upbraid Us, for our fhocking 
Ingratitude to our Supreme Omnipotent BENE¬ 
FACTOR? 

# Rom. ii. 15. Methinks, I would not tranflate the 
Word the mean mobile, but alternately or interchange¬ 

ably accufing or excufing; fometimes one, fometimes the 
other; in Conformity to the different Circumftances of 
their Temper and Behaviour. 

f This feems to have been the Cafe with the Heathen 
World.—Confcience arraigned and found them guilty. 
This put them upon prattifing their abominable, fome- 
times their inhuman Idolatries.—Nay, this induced them 
to invent and propagate the moft impious Mifreprefenta- 
tions of the DEITY. That th?y might Jheath the 
Sting of Confcience, and find fome Salma for their own 
Iniquities, they made even the Objetts of their Worfliip, 
the Patrons and the Precedents of their favourite Vices. 
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^ACTOR? How loudly would it inveigh 
againft our ftupid NegleCi of fpiritual In ter efts, 
and eternal Ages? Dead ; otherwife how keenly 
would it fmart, when gaflied with wounds— nume¬ 
rate}) as our repeated Violations of the divine Law 
—deep, as the horrid Aggravations of our vlffiottr 
Iniquities. 

Tber. Do You call this an Anfwer to my Ob- 
je&ion, Afpafto ? If it be an Anfwer, it refembles, 
in Point of fatisfa&ory Evidence, the Light which 
You afcribe unto the Confcience. 

Ajp. The Gentiles, We own, (hew the Work, but 
not the Love of the Law, written on their Hearts. 
Some leading Notices of Right and Wrong they 
have : fome fpeculative Strictures of Good and Evil. 
But without a real Abhorrence of the One, or a cor¬ 
dial Delight in the Other. Which, far from enno¬ 
bling their Nature, far from vindicating their Prac¬ 
tice, argues the exceeding Depravity of the former, 
and renders the latter abfolutely without Excufe. 

No; You fay, Confcience excu/es the Heathens. 

Rather, their Confcience bears witnefs to the Equity 
of the Law ; while their Thoughts make feme weak 
Apology *, for the Tenour of their Conduct. This 
is far from acquitting, far from juftifying them.—> 
Beiides, thefe weak Attempts to excufe, are always 
founded on Ignorance . Did they know themfelves, 
their Duty, or their GOD, Confcience would, 
without the leaft Hefitation, bring in her Verdift, 

Guilty. 

* The Word is avoXolhjuM*, fignifying the Attempt of 
aaaccufed Perfon to vindicate Himfelf; not ivi/taflufuilur, 
the Deposition of a Witnefs, attefting his Innocence j 
podi leis jitawmiltw, the Sentence of a Judgo, pronoun* 
ping flim upright. 
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Guilty. The. Apoftle allures Us, that, till Faith, 
which is a divine Principle, takes place in our 
Breafts, both the Mind and Conscience are defiled *. 
Here, and elfewhere, plainly intimating; that the 
Confcience is evil, and ever will be evil, till it is 
tbrivi’ed with the Blood of CHRIST f. 

It accufes fome, and it ought to accufc, yea, to 
condemn All But even Here it evidences itfelf 
to be corrupt. For, its Accufations are fometimes 
erroneous ||, and no better than falfe Witnefs ; fome¬ 
times partial §, and fuborned by Appetite; and 

very. 


* Tit. i. 15. f Heb. x. 22. 

J The Apoftle, .1 think, intimates as much, in the 
very peculiar Turn of his Expreilion, » a.iro\ofvpnw, 
accufing or even apologizing. As though the latter was a 
frange Aa; quite unexpected, and utterlv unreasonable, 
in Creatures altogether become abominable. 

|| Erroneous —What elfe was that grand Article in the 
Accufations of Confcience, mentioned, with fuch parti¬ 
cular Diftindion, by Virgil-, 

" ■ — — Phlegya/que miferrimus omnes 
Admonet , tsf magnd tejlatur Voce per Umbras, 

Di/cite JuJlitiam moniti, non temnere Divos. 

For Men to dejpife fuch dunghil, worfe than dunghil Dei-, 
ties, had been their Virtue if done, and was their Duty 
to do.—What elfe was that Voice of Confcience, men¬ 
tioned by our LORD, John xvi. 2. or that, confeiTed 
by the Apoftle, AAs xxvi. 9, 

§ Partial —Otherwife, how could the moft celebrated 
among the ancient Heroes applaud andpradife, that exe¬ 
crable Crime, Self-Murder?—How could their firil-rate 
Iiiftorians extol and almoft confecrate, that diabolical 
Principle of Aftion, Pride ?—How could their ableft 
Teachers of Morality, not only tolerate, but eftablUh 
the Error, by negleding to find fo much as a Name for 
(hat amiable Virtue, Humility? Or, which is Hill worfe, 
by uftng the Word to fignify a difingenuous fordid Practice. 

I and 
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very, very often ineffeElual. —Nay, when they do 
take Effeft, they produce no Fruit that is truly 
good. They work not a genuine Humiliation, or 
an unfeigned Repentance ; but either a flavifh Dread 
of GOD, as a fevere Judge; or Hatred of Him, 
as an inexorable Enemy. 

Tier. Hatred of GOD —Aftonifhing Impiety ! Is 
it poffible for the human Heart to admit fuch enor¬ 
mous, almoft incredible VVickednefs ? 

Afp. You may well be aftonifhed, Tloeron ; and 
GOD may juJUy demand ; What Iniquity have my 
People found in me, that they arc gone far from me * ? 
“ I created them out of Nothing, and endowed 
“ them with an immortal Soul. As a Father, I 
“ have provided for them. As a Nurfe, I have 
“ cheiilhed them.—I have given them the Earth, 
“ and the Fulnef's thereof, for their prefent Accom- 
“ modation. I have prepared Heaven, and its un- 
“ fpeakable Happincfs, for their future Enjoyment. 
“ All my Creatures do them Service, and even 
« my Angels minifter unto their Good.—Do they 
“ defire greater Demonllrations of my Love ? I 
“ have given, what was dearer to me than all 
*« Angels, than all Worlds. I have given my 
“ SON from my Bofom, to die in their Stead.— 
«* Would they have farther Evidences of my dif- 
“ tinguilhed Regard ? Behold ! I touch the Moun- 
“ tains, and they fmoke: I look upon the Earth, 
** and it trembles: I caft even the Princes of Hea- 
“ ven, when they break my Law, into Chains of 

“ Dark- 

and an ahjeSi diflardly Spirit. omnia, partim infa- 

mia, partim humilia, aeque ah Honejiate rtmeta. Corn. 
Nep. in Prsef. O a> rairtiwfloloj nett itixaGcxIolalei mi. 
Xenoph. De Inft. Cyr. Lib. vii. 

* Jer. ii. 5. 
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“ Darkncfs. But to difobcdient and rebellioqs 
“ Men, I condefcend to adl as a Supplicant. 
“ Though highly injured, and horribly afi'roitcd, 
“ I bifeccb them—again and again I befeech them— 
“ faying. Be ye reconciled to GOD.” 

' Tt> hate * fuel) a GOD, is indeed the moftde- 
tcftable Impiety, almoft incredible Wickednefs. 
Yet Man, foolilh Man, pradtifes this Impiety, 
whenever, for the Sake of a vile Lull, an ignoble 
Tleafure, or an unruly Paffion, He tranfgrefles the 
Command of his C R E A TO R. 

Shall I exemplify the Doctrine, in another of the 
Affe&ions ? 

Tier. In Truth, Af/nfio, I begin to be fick of the 
Subjcdt. If human Nature is fo ulcerated, the left 
You touch it the better.—However, let us not quite 
omit the irafcible Appetite. 

jffp. Of this We have already taken a Side-view; 
if You ehoofe to fee it in fuller Proportion, make 
your Obfervation on Fcrvidus.—Fervidus comes 
home in a Rage. See his fierce indignant Eye! 
Mark his wild irregular Gait! Now, his Cheek 
kindles into Flame: in a Moment, it is pale as 
the Corpfe. His Lips quiver, and Words are half 
choaked in their Utterance. Yet, though He can 
hardly fpeak, He vows Revenge, and utters Im¬ 
precations.—What; I be fetch You, is the Caufe 
of all this wondrous Ferment ? Why truly, a Neigh¬ 
bour 

* Hatred of GOD is fo /backing an Expreftion, that 
One would almoft with, never to hear or read it. But ii 
occurs in our unerring Book ; is too often exemplified i;i 
common Life; and is engraven by corrupt Nature on 
every human Heart. See Ram, i. 30. ExoJ. xx, c. 
Jchnxv. 25. Rom, yiii. 7, 

3 
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hour has dropt fome refle&ing Hint, or a Servant 
has blundered-in fome trifling Meffage. Such Ufage, 
Fervidus fays, is intolerable; and fuch -Negligence 
unpardonable.-—This fame Fervidus has offered 
numberlefs Affronts to his MAKER; He has 
moft fcandaloufly neglected the Will of his Almighty 
LORD; yet feels no Indignation againft Himfelf. 
—He is all Fury, when his own Credit is touched. 
But when the lntereft of CHRIST is wounded. 
He can fit unconcerned, or pafs it off with a Laugh. 
—Anger, 1 acknowledge, is fometimes becoming 
and ufeful. But is this its right Temperature ? This 
its proper Application ? 

Ther. This is the Practice only of fome few tur¬ 
bulent and boifterous Spirits. To faddle their Qua¬ 
lities upon every Perfon, is a Procedure juft as equi¬ 
table, as the Madman’s * Calculation was reafon- 
able; who took an Account of every Ship, which 
Entered the Harbour, and fet it down for his own. 

Afp. The latter Part of my Charge, I fear, is ap¬ 
plicable to more than a few.—However, let Us con- 
fider the moft calm and fedate Minds. How are they 
affe&ed under Injuries ? Do they never aggravate 
failings into Crimes? Do they find it eafy to ab- 
ftain from every Emotion of Ill-will ? Eafy to love 
tbeir Enemies, and do Good to Thofe who hate 
them? Thefe godlike Tempers, if our Nature was 
not degenerated, would be the Spontaneous Produce 
of the Soul. But now, alas! they are not railed, 
without much Difficulty; feldom come to any con- 
fiderable Degree of Eminence; never arrive at a 
State of true Perfection. An undoubted Proof, that 
they are Exotics , not Natives of the Soil. 

Now 

* Thrajylus, an Athenian. 
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Now We are fpeaking of Plants, call your Eye 
upon the Kitchen-garden. Many of thofe Herbs, 
will perfume the hard Hand, which crulhes them; 
and embalm the rude Foot, which tramples on them. 
Such was the benign Conduit of our LORD. 
He always overcame Evil with Good. When bis 
Difciples disregarded Him, in his bitter Agony, He 
made the kindejl Excufe for their ungrateful Stupi¬ 
dity *. When his Enemies, with unparalleled Bar¬ 
barity, fpilt his very Blood; He pleaded their Igno¬ 
rance, as an Extenuation of their Guilt f.—Is the 
fame Spirit in Us, which was alfo in our Divine 
MASTER? Then are our Paffions rightly poifed, 
and duly tempered. But if Refentment kindles, and 
Animofity rankles in our Hearts; this is an infallible 
Sign, that We fwerve from our S A VIO U R’s Pat¬ 
tern ; consequently, are fallen from our primitive 
Re&itude. 

Tker. What fay You of the Fancy? This fure, if 
no other Faculty, retains the primitive Re&itudfc. 
What Pictures does (he form, and what Excursions 
does (he make ? She can dive to the Bottom of the 
Ocean; can foar to the Height of the Stars; and 
walk upon the Boundaries of Creation. 

Afp. Tliat the Fancy is lively and excurfive, I 
readily grant. It can out-trave! the Poll, or out-fly 
the Eagle. But if it travel only to pick Shells ; or 
fly abroad, to bring home Mifclirfi then, I appre¬ 
hend, though You Ihould admire the Faculty, You 
will hardly be in Raptures with its Agency.—This 
is the real Truth. Our Fancy, till divine Grace 
regulate and exalt its Operations, is generally em¬ 
ployed in picking painted Shells, or culling venomous 

Herbs. 

f Luke vnii. 34. 


* Matt. *xvi. 41. 
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Herbs: Weaving (as the Prophet very elegant, and 
no lefs exactly defcribes the Cafe) the Spider’s Web, 
or hatching Cockatrice Eggs *. Bufied in the moft ab- 
furd Impertinencies j or adling in Speculation, the 
vileft Iniquities. That, which fhould be a Garden 
inclofed , a Fountain fettled f, for the PRINCE of 
Peace, is the Thoroughfare of Vanity.—And even 
when We are renewed from above, O ! how necef- 
fary is it, to keep an mediant Watch, and exercife 
a Arid! Difcipline, over this volatile, variable, trea¬ 
cherous Vagrant! 

The Memory , as well as the Fancy, is impaired; 
or, if not impaired, is debauched. Why elfe does it 
fo firmly retain the Imprcflions of an Injury, but fo 
eafily let flip the Remembrance of a Benefit ? Any. 
idle Fopperies, which footh our Vanity, and increafe 
our Corruption, cleave to the Thoughts, as the vexa¬ 
tious Burr to our Clothes. While the noble Truths 
of the Gofpel, and the rich Mercies of a gracious 
GOD, Aide away from the Mind (as Water from 
the Feathers of a Swan) and leave no lafting Trace 
behind them. This double Perverfcncfs is very em¬ 
phatically, and too truly reprefented by Jeremiah ; 
Can a Maid forget her Ornaments, or a Bride her At¬ 
tire ? Yet my People have forgotten me. Days without 
number If We hear a loofe Hint, or read an 
immodeft Expreffion, they are almoll fure to fallen 
themfelves on our Memory. If lhaken off, they 
follows Us with a ttoublefome Importunity. If ex¬ 
cluded; as unwelcome Vifitants, they force them¬ 
felves, again and again, upon our Imagination. 
They dog Us to the Clofet; they haunt our moft 
retired Hour* j and too often difturb but very De¬ 
votions. 

* Ifai. lix. 5. f* Cant, iv.12. , J Jen. ii-32. 
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votions.—-Tell me now, can that Faculty be up¬ 
right and uncorrupted, which is a perforated Sieve , 
to tranfmit the Beneficial; but a tbirjiy Sponge, to 
imbibe the Pernicious *. 

Ther. Well, my Friend, whatever Guilt I or 
Others have contracted, Flattery, I dare be pofitive, 
is none of yours.—Human Nature has received no 
heightening or adulatory Touches from your Pen¬ 
cil. You have pourtrayed Her foolijh and beajlly, 
and every Thing bad but devilijb. 

jlfp. And this, .even this Abomination, I mult 
not fecrete, I dare not except. —Envy is a devilifh 
Dilpofitibn. It fublifts no where, but in damned 
Spirits, and fallen Souls. Yet, infernal as it is, it 
has been found in Perfons of the molt exalted Cha¬ 
racter. The magnanimous Jojbua felt its cancrous 
Tooth f. The Difciples of the bleffed JESVS 
were loured with its malignant Leaven J. An 
Apoftle declares, that the Spirit which dwelleth in 
Us lujleth to Envy j|; is impetuoufly prone to that 
deteftable Temper. 

Lying is confefledly a diabolical Practice. Yet, 
how unaccountably forward are our Children, tb 
utter Fallhood ? As foon as they are bom, they go 
V 0 L. II. S aftray; 

• This Remark fuggefts a fblid Confutation of that 
fpecious Argument, frequently ufed in Behalf of fome 
fapionahle but dijjolutt Diverfions. “ They are inter- 
“ fperfed, fay their Admirers, with Sentiments of Vir- 
“ tue, and Maxims of Morality.”—Should We admit 
the Truth of this Plea; yet the depraved Difpofition of - 
Mankind, is pretty fure to drop the Morality, and carry 
away the Ribaldry. 

• ■ . . Deciles imitandis 

Furpibus at pranjis omnet/smut. 

t Numb. xi. * 9 . f Matt. xx. 24. || James iv. 5. 
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a lira y; and as foon as they fpeak, they fpcak Lies; 
— l faid unaccountably. But I recal the Exprefiion, 
The Caufe is evident. They have loft the Image 
of the GOD of Truth ; and arc become like that 
apoftate Spirit, who is a Lyar , and the Father of it *. 

What think you of Malice , of Hate , and Re¬ 
venge? Are they not each a Species of Murder, and 
the Seed of the old Serpent? Unlcfs, therefore. 
We are entirely free from all thofe hellifh Emo¬ 
tions, We mule, JVe mufl acknowledge, that the 
Prince of this World f has his Party within Us. 
May the Almighty Hand of our GOD extirpate 
and fubdue it. Day by Day ! 

You tell me I am no Flatterer. —Should a Perfon, 
who profefles Himfelf the Friend of his Fellow-crea¬ 
tures, foothe them into a falfe Peace ? Should He 
bolfter them up in a groundlefs Conceit of their Ex¬ 
cellency, when they really are no better than “ an 
“ unclean Thing ?”—Shall the Surgeon allure his 
Patient, “ All is welleven when the Mortifica¬ 
tion has taken place, and the Gangrene is fpreading ? 
This were to refine the firft out of all Benevolence, 
and to flatter the laft into his Grave. 

A Difputant of lefs Complaifance than my Theron , 
would probably alk, with a contemptuous Sneer; 
•* Have You then been drawing your own Picture?” 
-—To whom I would reply, with Confufion,. and 
Sorrow, “ I have.” Alledging this only, to mode¬ 
rate my Confufion ; That I am daily feeking, by Prayer 
and Watehfulnefs, more and more to put off this old 
Man , which is corrupt according to the deceitful Lujls J. 

And, to alleviate my Sorrow , I am endeavouring 
continually to remember j That, however unworthy 

1 am, 

* John viii. 44. f jphn xiv. 30. J Eph. iv. 22 . 
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r am, however vile I may have been, my adored 
REDEEMER’S Righteoufnefs is perfedf; and 
in this Righteoufnefs, every Believer is to make his 
Boaft. 

Ther. So then Man is blind in his Underftanding; 
perverfe in his Will j difordcrly in his AfFedtions; 
influenced by Difpofitions, which arc partly brutal, 
and partly diabolical.—1 have often heard You extol, 
in Terms of high Admiration, the Virtue of Humi¬ 
lity. You have lavifhed all the Riches of Eloquence, 
when haranguing on Poverty of Spirit. If fuch be 
the Condition of Mankind, they have infinite Caufe 
to be poor in Spirit. They mud, therefore, have 
one Excellency left; and, according to your own Ac¬ 
count, a very diftinguifhing one. 

Jfp. Scarce any Thing difplays, in a more glar- 
ing Light, the extreme Depravity of Man, than his 
ftrong Propenfity to Pride-, notv.-ithft.sr.i ir_'» :'<• "v.mh 
Vilenefs, and fo many Deform! ■ the 

noifome Leper admire the He.u.r, r: his Complexion, 
or the impotent Paralytic* g'.oty in the Strength of 
his Sinews; would they not be mifiaken, even to 
a Degree of So.tiflinda and Frenzy? Yet, for Man, 
fallen Man, who has loft his original Righteoufnefs, 
which was the true Ornament of his Nature ; who 
is become fubjedt to bafe and fordid Lufts, or, as 
the^Apoftle fpeaks, is earthly and fenfual —for Him 
to be proud, is ftill more abfurdly wicked. And 
fince this is the Cafe, I cannot acquit Him from 
the laft and heavieft Article of the facred Writer’s 
Charge; I have a frefli and more copvincing Proof, 
that We do Him no Wrong, when We call hfo 
Nature, his Difpofition, his IVifdom — dtvilijh *. 

S 2 Ther 

* James in. tj. 
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Ther. Why do you reckon Pride an univerfally 
prevailing Corruption ? I fee no Ground for fuch a 
dishonourable Sufpicion. I hope, I myfelf am an 
Inftance of the contrary. To unguarded Sallies of 
Paffion, to feveral other Faults, I confefs myfelf 
fubjeCt, but cannot think that I am proud. 

Jfp. Ah! Theron, if You was not proud, You 
would not be paflionate. Unreafonable Anger al¬ 
ways proceeds from an over-weening Opinion of o'ur 
own Worth.—One who, befides his acquired Know¬ 
ledge of human Nature, had the fupernatural Gift 
of difcerning Spirits, is obferved to join Humility 
and Meeknef *. Intimating, that they are amiable 
Twins ; and where the former exifts, the latter can¬ 
not be abfent.—Always confident with Himfelf, 
He links together the oppofite Vices, heady and high- 
minded + •• not obfcurely hinting, that thofe who 
are eafily provoked, are certainly prdud.—Shall I 
add, without Offence ? If we fanfy our Minds to 
be clear from the Weeds of Vanity, and our 
Thoughts free from the Workings of Self-admira¬ 
tion; it is a moft pregnant Symptom, that We are 
over-run with the firft; are abandoned to the laft; 
and blinded by both. 

Pride was the firft Sin, that found Entrance into 
our Nature; and it is, perhaps, the laft that will be 
expelled.—What are all our Afflictions, but a Re¬ 
medy provided for this inveterate Difeafe ? Intended 
to hide Pride t from Man. What is the Inftitution. 

of 

* Eph. iv. 2. The fame Connexion is made by our 
LORD; Learn of ME, for l em meek and lowly. 

. f 2 Tim. iii. 4. In the fame Strain fpeaks If* tab} 
Hit Pride and his Wrath. Chap. xvi. 6. 

$ Job xxxiii. 17. 
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of the Gofpe!, but a Battery ere£led againft this 
Strong-hold of Satan ? Ordained to cajl down every 
high Imagination *.—Though that Remedy is often 
applied, though this Battery is continually playing; 
yet the peccant Humour is not entirely purged off, 
nor the Ekitement of Spirit totally fubdued, till 
Mortality is fwallowed up of Life. 

Pride is the Sin, which moil eafily befets Us. 
Who can fay , I have made my Heart clean + from this 
Iniquity ? It defiles our Duties, and intermingles it- 
felf with our very Virtues. It ftarts up, I know not 
how, in our mod folemn Hours, and our moil facred 
Employs.—The good Hczehiah, whofe Prayers were 
more powerful than all the Forces of Sennacherib , 
was not Proof againft the^/Viles of this fubtle Sor- 
ccrefs J. Even the holy Apoftle, who had been 
caught up into the third Heavens, was in Danger 
of being puffed up with Pride. In fuch great Dan¬ 
ger, that it was neceflary to put a Lancet into the 
gathering Tumour; or, as He Himfelf exprefles it, 
to fix a Thorn in his Flcjh |[, and permit the Mef- 
fcnger of Satan to buffet Him . 

How 

* 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. f Prov. xx. 9. J 2 Chron. 
xxxii. 25. 

|| 2 Cor. xii. 7. This Thom has given as much Per¬ 
plexity to the Commentators, as it gave Pain to the 
Apoltle. Some have found paralytic Symptoms in the 
Paffage, with ridiculous Diftortions of the Countenance. 
Some have felt a violent Head-acb, or a grievous ne¬ 
phritic Difeafe. Others have been peilered with, or ra¬ 
ther dreamt of, I know not what importunate Lulls. 

To me the Senfe is perfectly clear; and feems fully ex¬ 
plained by the Apoftle Himfelf.—The Tho^n was in the 
FLJb ; a Tribulation that affefted, not his fpiritual, hat, 
hjs bodily State.—It was infli&ed by a Mojfngcr efSa- 
$ } tem) 
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How pathetically is this Corruption lamented, 
and how truly defcribed, by “ a fweet Singer of 
“ our Ijrael.” 

But Pride, that bufy Sin , 

Spoils all that I perform , 

Curs’d Pride ! that creeps fecurely in. 

And jwells a haughty IVirm. 

Thy Glories I abate , 

Or praife Thee with Defgn ; 

Part of thy Favours / forget , 

Or think the Merit mine. 

The 

tan’, by perfecuting Zealots, who were the Emiffaries 
and Agents of Hell; v^hc-i Satan mitigated to harrafs 
apd torment this emirt entil'dinkier of CHRIST .—In 
what it confided, the tenth Verf? declares; in Reproaches, 
Necejfitics, Perfecations, Difirejfes, Thefe were the Infir¬ 
mities, thefe the Calamities, which, at the firll Onfet, 
ftartled and (hocked the unexperiencef Soldier: from 
which He thrice, or repeatedly, prayed *to be delivered : 
but with which the Wifdom of GOD faw it proper, to 
leave Him almoft Continually exercifed. Thefe are what 
He means by (xo hcapfoi) the ignominious and painful Buf¬ 
feting!. In fhort; thefe both pointed the Thorn, and 
planted it in his Flefit. 

The illative Particles a*, hi, and the comparative Ad¬ 
verb ftoiXKot, 1 think, not only countenance, but require this 
Interpretation, q.d. “ Therefore,'fincc the divine Grace 
** will be fufiident for me; enable me to improve from, 
‘f and triumph over, the fharpeft Trials: ftnee, in accom- 
plifhing this, the Strength and Power of CHRIST 
“ will be illuftriouily difplayed : I will, henceforward, 
“ rather welcome than dread, rather acquiefce in than 
“ deprecate, the afftictive Circuraftances.—-Since this 
u Thorn is made to bear Fruit fo advantageous to my- 
“• felf, and fo honourable to my SAVIOUR, it (hall 
7 no longer be the Subjedt of my Complaint, but of my 
I 1 Complacency (tvfoxa 5) and the Caufh, not of my Re* 
gret, but of my Glorying. 
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The very Songs I frame , 

Are faithlefs to thy Caufe ; 

Andfleal the Honours of thy Name , 

To build their own Applaufe *. 

Ther. Now, I prefume. You have given the laft 
Touches to your diftorted Pourtrait. 

Afp. There are other difagreeable and (hocking 
Features. But thofe I (hall ead into Shades, or hide 
under a Veil. One Particular You mud allow me 
to add ; which, like a futlen Air in the Countenance, 
throws aggravated Horror over the Whole. I mean. 
An Inclination to be fond of our Slavery. —Do You 
remember the Story of Demaratus , the Lacedemonian 
Prince ? 

Ther. Being depofed by his Countrymen, and 
banifhed from Sparta, He was conflraincd to fcck 
Protection in the Perfian Court. For a while He 
might feem reconciled to his Vafialage, and fupprefs 
the Spartan in his Bread. But when He beheld 
Leonidas and his gallant Troops preparing to defend 
the Pafs of Thermopylae He could difguife Hitnfelf 
no longer. The Tears trickled down his Cheeks. 
He bitterly lamented his difhonourable Situation. 
He extolled the Grecians to Xerxes’s Face; and 
longed to join thofe brave Patrons of Liberty. But 
was detained, (till detained, by his hard Circum- 
ftances, among the vile Stipendaries of Tyranny f. 

Afp. Yes; in this Indance, and in others, the 
captive Exile Tsajleth to be loafed f. But We alas! 

S 4 We 

# Watts 'sHor.Ljr. 

f The generous Spirit, but calamitous Fate, of this 
royal Exile, are finely deferibed in Mr. G lover’s 
Leonidas, Book ill. ' 

1 lfai. 11, 14, 
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We prefer Bondage to freedom, and are loth to 
leave our Prifon.—Of t)iis, our Backwardnefs to 
Self-Examination *, is both a Confequcnce and a 
Proof.—Self-examination, under the Agency of the 
blefled SPIRIT, would open a Window in our 
Dungeon; would fhewUs our wretched Condition, 
and teach Us to figh for Deliverance.—Why have 
We fuch a Diflike of Reproof? Becaufe We hug our 
Chains, and choofe Darknefs rather than Light. 
Reproof is more grating than the harlheft Difcord; 
though it tends to diflblve the Enchantment, and ref- 
cue Us from the Tyranny of Sin. While Flattery , 
which abets the Delufion, and ftrengthens the Spell, 
is Mufic to our Ears.—Is not our Reafon, which 
Ihould arraign and condemn every Irregularity, for¬ 
ward to invent Excufes, and to fpare the favourite 
Folly ? Reafon, which fliould unlheathe the Dagger, 
fuperinduces the Alajk ; and, inftead of Unking at 
the Heart of our Vices, fereens them under the Co¬ 
ver of fome plaufiblc Names, A wicked Habit is 
called a human Infirmity ; infnaring Diverfions pafs 
for innocent Amufcmcnts; a revengeful Difpofition 
is termed Spirit, Gallantry, and Honour. Thus 
our Reafon (if, when fo egregioufly perverted, it 
deferves the Name) is ingenious to obftrudt our 
Recovery; and rivets on the Shackles, which our 
Paffions have formed f. 

This 

* ■ i Nemo ia fefe defeendere. Nemo 
Cogitat . Pans. 

+ Perhaps, this is what our LORD means, when, 
developing tire human Heart, and difeovering its latent 
Enormities, He clofes the dark Account with ecppirun, 
Foftjbnejs ; implying that Stupidity, which has no Seofe 

of 
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This the eternal WISDOM forefaw, and 
therefore uttered that tender Expoftulation; How 
long Ye ftmple Ones will Ye love Simplicity , and Scorners 
delight in their Scorning , and Fools hate Knowledge ? 
Even the ineftimably precious Knowledge of an all- 
atoning and completely juftifying SAVIOUR; 
who preaches, who has purchafed, and who works 
Deliverance—preaches in his Word, has purchafed 
by his Blood, and works by his SPIRIT, De¬ 
liverance for the Captives—the wretched Captives 
of Ignorance, Sin, and Death *. 

This I take to be the moft flagrant and deplorable 
Effedl of human Depravity—our Averfion to the 
Dodlrine, the Privileges, the Grace of the Gofpel. 
Beware, my dear Friend, left You prove my Point 
by—Hull I fpeak it ? Would You fufpeft it ?—your 
own Pra&ice. Zealous as I am for my Tenets, I 
Ihould be forry, extremely forry, to have fuch a De- 
monftration of their Truth. 

Ther. You are highly obliging, Afpaflo, to fingle 
me out for your Evidence. Yet why Ihould the 
Honour be appropriated to myfelf ? It belongs, upon 
the Foot of the preceding Calculation, not to your 
Friend only, but to the whole Species.—If You was 
aiming at None but the Licentious and Abandoned, 
You would have None to oppofe You, but Perfons 
of that Chara&er, Your Arrows of Satire, would 
then be rightly leveled, and might be ferviceable to 
Mankind. Whereas, to put All in the black Lift ; 
to mark All with the Villain’s Brand ? this can ne¬ 
ver 

of its Mifery; that Permer/cne/s, which has no Defire of 
a Recovery. Both which render all the other Evils far 
more inveterate. Mark vii. 22. 

' Luke iv. 18. 
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▼er be Chrljlian Charity ; this is unfufferable Cen- 
forioufnefs. 

Jjp. Let me befeech You, Theran, not to mifap- 
prehend my Defign. I fpeak not as a malevolent 
Satirift, but would imitate the faithful Phyfician. 
I am opening the Sore, that it may admit the heal¬ 
ing Balm; and fhould I perform the Operation 
with an envenomed lnftrument ? My Soul abhors 
the Thought.—I muil entreat You likewife to re¬ 
member the Diftin&ion, between a State of Na¬ 
ture, and a State of Grace. We are all naturally, 
evil. The World , fays the Apoftle—left We fhould 
imagine, that the Charge is advanced only againft 
fome abandoned Wretches, He enlarges the Indict¬ 
ment; He renders it univerfal— the whole World ; 
not barely flips by Inadvertence into a Angle Sin, or : 
falls through Inftrmity into frequent Mifcarriages, 
but lieth in Wickcdncfs *. As the Ax-head, men¬ 
tioned by the facred Hiftorian, lay all torpid and 
fluggifh at the Bottom of Jordan f. In this mifer- 
able Condition We fhould remain ; yes, ever re¬ 
main, did not a fupernatural Power work in Us both 
to will and to do ; fomewhat like that Power which 
caufcd the ponderous Iron to rife in the Water, 
and fwim on the Surface, 

It is this fupernatural Power which makes fome 
to differ, both from their original Selves, and from 
the Generality of their Neighbours.--A re they re¬ 
fined in their Temper, and reformed in their Life? 

I 

* i Jchnv. 19.. K iPai, lieth, as a Babe in its Swadling- 
cloaths, without any Inclination to life ; xet^.s»w 1, §d\n. 
Luke ii. 12.—as a Corpfe on the Field of Battle, with¬ 
out any Ability to rife ; 0 J m 1 xnlo tI liad. Y 

f z Kings vi. 6« 
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I grant it. But then it is not any Ability of their 
own, it is the Influence of the fa notifying SPI¬ 
RIT, which purges away their Drofs ; yet not 
without leavingywse Alloy. 

Ther. Here, Afpafio, You certainly ftraln the Bow, 
till it breaks. Since Scripture itfelf celebrates fome 
Perfons, as abfolutely perfeCl.—What fays Mofes , 
the infpired Hiftorian ? Ncah was pcrfeft in his Ge¬ 
neration*. —What fays the GOD of Mofes. who 
can neither deceive, nor be deceived ? Job was a 
perfedt Man and an upright +.—Confequently, their 
Nature mull be entirely cleanfed from this heredi¬ 
tary Defilement; and their Character confutes your 
derogatory Reprefentations of Mankind. 

Afp. Thofe eminent Saints were perfect. That 
is, they were fanflified throughout. Sanctified in all 
their Faculties. No one Grace of Religion was 
lacking. As in the new-born Infant, there is a 
human Creature complete: no conftituent Part of 
die vital Frame is wanting : though each is tender j 
all are very feeble ; and none arrived at the full 
Size. 

v They were upright. This Word feems to be. 
explanatory of the preceding; and fignifies an un- 
feigned Dcfire, joined with a hearty Endeavour, to 
obey the whole Will of GOD: excluding, not all 
DefeCt, but all prevailing Hypocrify, and witful 
Remiflnefs.—The Interpretation, thus limited, is 
of a Piece with their ConduCt. If if retched to<a - 
higher Pitch, it is evidently inconfiftent with the 
Narrative of their Lives. 

Pray, what was your Motive,'For decorating the 
filvan Retirement (which Iheltered Us Yefterday)_ 
with the Statue of Elijah ? Thar-' 

* Gen. yi. 9. t Job i. 1- 
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Tiber. Becaufe I thought, his folitary Life, and 
gloomy Temper, fuitcd that fequeftred Bower. Be- 
caufe the memorable Adventure, there reprefented, 
is, with me, a favourite Portion of facred Hiftory. 

Are We pleafed withfpirited and delicate Rallery ? 
Nothing exceeds his pungent Sarcafm, on the ftupid 
and defpicable Dupes of Idolatry. Every Sentence 
is keen as a Razor, and pointed as a Dagger, yet 
wears the Appearance of the mod courtly Complai¬ 
sance. We may truly fay, in the beautiful Lan¬ 
guage of the Pfalrrtift, His Words are fmoother than 
Oily and yet he they very Swords *. 

Are We delighted with Inftances of Magnani¬ 
mity? A Angle Prophet, unfupported by any human 
Aid, maintains the Caufe of Truth, againft the 
King, his Grandees, and hundreds of the apoftate 
Priefts. He ventures to flake all his Credit, to rifk 
his very Life, and (what was dearer to Him thap 
perfonal Credit, or bodily Life) the Honour of the 
true GOD, and Interefts of his hply Religion—to 
rifle all on the immediate Interpofition of a mod fur- 
prifing Miracle. 

Do We admire the Triumphs of Faith? His 
Faith was, in a manner, omnipotent. He prays, 
and Torrents of Fire defeend from the Sky, to de¬ 
vour his Adverfariet f.—He prays again, and the 
Sluices of Heaven are Jhut ; there is neither Dew 
nor Shower for feveral Years —A third Time He 
prays, and the Windows from on High are opened ; 

Abun r 


* i Kings xviii. 27. And it came to pafs at Noon, that 
Elijah mocked them, and faid ; Cry aloud-, for He is a 
God. Either He is talking, or He is purfuing, or He is in 4 
Journey, or per adventure He Jleepeth, and muft he awaked- 

+ 2 Kings i. to. t » Kings xvii. 1. 
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Abundance of Rain waters the Earth *.—On ano¬ 
ther Occafion, He prefents his Supplications, and 
GOD makes his Feet like Harts Feet. Infomuch 
that an aged Prophet outruns the royal Chariot +. 

Jfp. I commend your Tafte, 7 heron: and am 
particularly pleafed with the Reafons of your Choice. 
—But do not you remember, that even the Won¬ 
der-working Tijhiite failed in his Refignation, and 
failed in his Faith ? Eminent as He was for Morti¬ 
fication,-He gave way to unreafonable Difcontent) 
and, though a Champion for the living GOD, He 
yielded to unbelieving Fear J.— The Man Mofes was 
very Meek, above all the Men which were upon the 
Face of the Earth || : Yet He, even He was provoked 
in his.Spirit, and fpake unadvifedly with his Lips§. 
— Was not Peter the Hero among our LORD’S 
Followers? Yet He trembles, more than trembles, 
at the Shaking of a Leaf; He denies his Divine 
MASTER, feared by the Voice of a Woman. 

Look where-ever We will, We find Proofs of 
human Depravity; reigning nncontrouled in Some, 
making frequent hfurreflicn in All. It is written 
on our own Hearts, by the Pen of Experience; the 

Finger 

* James v. 17, 18. f 1 Kings xviii. 46. 

J- Elias, cr rather Elijah, was a Manfuljetl to like Paf- 
ftons as We are. James v. 17. Upon which Paflage, an 
eminent Commentator makes the following Remark; 
“ This probably is faid, with refpeft to his Tear and Dif~ 
“ content, manifefted 1 Kings xix. 3, 4.— Ou.<nowx 6 ne mull, 
I think, imply a State, liable to the irregular Workings 
of Paffion ; not free from the finful Infirmities of Na¬ 
ture. Otherwife, it is an inftance foreign to the Pur- 
pofe; does by no means anfwer the End defigned; which 
is to encourage the Heart, and ftrengthen the Faith, even 
of frail, corrupt, offending Creatures. See Ver, 16. 

It Numb. xii. 3. § Pfal, cvi. 33, 
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Finger of Obfervation points it out, in the Pra&Iee 
of Others.—Even in the Pra&ice of Tbofe, who have 
been Saints of the firft Rank, and of the higheft En¬ 
dowments. Yet they were defective.—Defective too, 
in that very Quality, which was their diftinguifliing 
Gift j in which they particularly excelled. 

Thcr. While We are talking, the Day has infen- 
fibly Hole itfelf away, and left Us furrounded with 
Twilight. Which is a fort of Luftre intermingled 
with Darknefs-. no Part wholly lucid ; no Part 
wholly obfcure.—An Emblem, according to your 
Reprefentation, of the renewed Soul, and its im¬ 
perfect Holinefs. 

AJp. A very juft one.—Even where the Gofpel 
lhines, (till there is an inter current Gloom of Cor¬ 
ruption. Ignorance mixes itfelf with our Knowledge. 
Unbelief cleaves to our Faith. Nor is our Purity 
free from all Contamination.—The Prophet Zecha- 
riah , foretelling the Eftablifhment of the Gofpel 
Kingdom, ami defcribing the State of its fpirituat 
Subjects, fays ; It Jhall cotnt to pafs in that Day , that 
the Light Jhall not be clear , nor dark *. This, as to 

its 

* Zecb. xiv. 6, 7. This Paflage fcems to be one of 
the Si/nrotileo, Things difficult to be underjlood. Therefore, I 
may be,pardoned for an Attempt to clear up the Mean¬ 
ing ; and not feverely cenfured, even though 1 fhould 
mifcarry in the Attempt. It Jhall come to pafs in that 
Day there Jhall not be Light , full, unintermitted, and 
ilrong; but now Effulgence (m*lp’ Preeioufnefs, fee Job 
xxxi. *6.) and Clearnefs of Vilion, anon Obfcurity (pwnp 
Coagulatio, Denjtty) and Dimnefs of Vifion. Yet it Jhall 
he one, real, determinate Day ; whofe Duration, whofe 
Properties, and all whofe Circumftances, are known te 
the LORD. Thus much He hath gracioully revealed’ 
by bis Prophet, that, during the firft Periods of this won¬ 
derful 
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hs literal Senfe, We now fee exemplified in the cir¬ 
cumambient Atmofphere. With regard to its fpi- 
ritual Meaning, every tiue Believer feels it accom-* 
pliflied in his own Breaft. 

Tber. While You are fo vehement, in decrying 
all human Attainments; confider, Afpnfto, whether 
You do not check and difpirit Us, in the Purfuit of 
exalted Virtue. 

Ajp. I fuppofe. You never expe&cd to be fuch 
an Adept in Geometry as Archimedes , nor fo pro¬ 
found an Aftronomer as Newton ; yet this did not 
check your Application to the Study of Mathema¬ 
tics, or the Contemplation of the Heavens.—Your 
Brother the Merchant, I prefuine, has no Profpedt 
of amafling the Wealth of a Ctarfus, or the immenfe 
Treafures of a Kouli-Khan * ; yet this does not dif¬ 
pirit Him in profecuting the Bufinefs, which brings 
Him both Opulence and Honour. 

However, Tberon , fo long as you deny the Impu^ 
tation of CHRIST ’s Righteoufnefs, I muft ac¬ 
knowledge, You act a confident Part, in being zea¬ 
lous 

deiful Difpcnfition, it Jhall not entire Day, nor entire 
Night; hut a Mixture or Intercharge of both. Some¬ 
times Grace triumphant, fometinn-s" Sin rebelling, la¬ 
the Hearts of Believers. Sometimes Calamity darken¬ 
ing, fometimes Profperity brigh'ening, the State of the 
Church. However, at E-vcn-tids, when fuch an Appear¬ 
ance is lead expt/led, it fit all h unmixed, prevailing, 
perfeft Light. Then the Ligur of the Moon lhall be as 
the Light of the Sen. and the Light of the Sun as the 
Light of feven Days. Then ihal] Satan be trodden un¬ 
der Foot, and the LORD’S People fhall be all righ¬ 
teous. 

* The Treafures, which this Perjian Ravager, this 
avaricious Barbarian amaffed, in his. jUyafion of the Mo¬ 
gul’ s Dominions, amounted to more titan eitbty-Jeve*; 
Millions of Money. ' 
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lous for the Perfe&ion of perfonal Obedience You 
ought either to acquire the One, or to accept the 
Other. Therefore, I fhall produce no more Argu¬ 
ments for your Difcouragement; but fhall comprise 
the Whole of my Anfvvcr, in the Motto to an Irijb 
Nobleman’s Arms, Try. Or, if this be too con- 
cife, I will fubjoin, with a very little Alteration, the 
Words of a Jewijh King; “ When You have at- 
“ tained what You puifue, bring me Word again, 
that I may go, and attain it alfo 
Ther. According to your Account, the moft ad¬ 
vanced #nd eftablifhed Chriftians, are but like a Com¬ 
pany of Invalids. Does not this extremely derogate 
from the Honour of our LORD, confidcred as the 
Phyjician of Souls ? It feems to make a mere Nothing 
of San&ification; and would fwallow up CHRIST 
the King, in CHRIST the Prieft. 

Jfp. Invalids they are f : and fuch will continue, 
till they are difmifled from this great Infirmary, and 

admitted 


* Matt. ii. 8. 

f Do not the left of Men lament their Ignorance of 
the divine Perfections, their Slownefs of Heart to be¬ 
lieve the divine Promifes, and the Languor of their Gra¬ 
titude for ineftimable, for innumerable Gifts of the di- 
vine Goodnefs ?—Do they not frequently feel Deadnefs 
in their Devotions,. Diforder in their AffcClions, and va¬ 
rious other Relics of the original Leaven ?—Do they not 
often complain, in the Language of the Apoille, When 
1 would do Good, Evil is prrfeut viith me? And fay, with 
the earlieft Chriftians, We that are in this Tabernacle do 
groan , being burdened. Burdened, not fo much with Af¬ 
fliction : thofe Heroes in Chriftianity had learnt, to re¬ 
joice in Tribulation. But burdened with a Senfe of their 
ipiritual Infirmities, and with the Workings of their in- 
bred Corruption. Which, to a tender and lively Be¬ 
liever, are the htavieft of Crofles, and the moft galling 
of Loads.—Nay; do not the Hein of Glory -wafto their 

V0J 
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admitted into that holy, happy, bleiled World; 
Where the Inhabitant Jhall no more fay, I am either 
in Soul or in Body fick *. 

If the Cure was never to be completed, this doubt* 
lefs would be difhonourable to our Almighty PHY¬ 
SICIAN. But the fpiritual Recovery, begun on 
Earth, and advancing through Time, will be per¬ 
fected in Heaven, and prolonged to Eternity,—Doe* 
this make a mere Nothing of Sanctification ? No, 
but it makes room for a continual Progrefs , and af¬ 
fords Caufe for continual Humiliation. It referves a 
tnoft exalted Prerogative, for the heavenly State and 
beatific Vifion; and perpetually reminds Us of a molt 
important Truth, That our prefent Bleflednefe con- 
fifts, not in being free from all Sin, but in having 
no Sin imputed to Us f. 

This Imperfection of our Obedience, inftead of 
confounding, maintains a proper DiJlincTtan between 
CHRIST the King, and CHRIST the Prieft. 
Whereas, if We were perfeCt in Piety, the prieflly 
Office, with regard to Us, would be fuperfeded 
What Need of an Interceil'or, to. recommend our 
Prayers ? What Occafion for an High-Prieft, to 
bear the Iniquity of our holy Things J ? If fome Taint 
of our original Leaven did not pollute our baft 
Services ? 

Vot. II. T Neither 

•very Roles, even their faireft Deeds, and their brighteft 
C races, in the Blood of the LAM B ? Which, if they 
were free from Spot, and void of Impurity, need not be 
made white in this facred Fountain. See 2 Cor. v. 4. 
Rev. vii. 14. 

* Ifai. xxxiii. 24 f Pfal. xxxii. 2. 

t Exod. xxviii, 38. Id eft, expiare Peccata, quibusfanc- 
tiff met eateroquin Agionet nofirte inquhtateefnnt. . ■•■nA 

Wits. DeOeconT 
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Neither does this detra£t from the Wifdom, front 
the Goodnefs, or from the Power of CHRIST. 
It rather adminifters to the advantageous Difplay of 
all thefe divine Attributes..—Of his IVfidom ; in con¬ 
ducing the Affairs of his Church with fuch exaC 
Propriety, that the Righteoufnefs of Faith may have 
its due Honour, and the Sanctification of the SPI¬ 
RIT its proper Efteem.-—Of his Goodnefs in car¬ 
rying on the Work of Grace, amidft fo much Infir¬ 
mity, and fo many Corruptions ; and in crowning, 
with confummate Happinefs, fuch frail undeferving 
Creatures.—Of his Power-, in extracting a Variety 
of Benefits even from— 

Ther. Benefits , Afpafio !—Can any Thing beneficial 
proceed from an Evil, which, according to your owtt 
Reprefentation, is fo incorrigibly malignant ? 

Afp. It will tend to make Us lowly in our own Eyes. 
When We remember, that by Nature We are alto¬ 
gether become abominable ; that the Remains of this 
hereditary Plague ftill adhere to our Minds; that no 
one Faculty of our Souls, nor fo much as a fingle 
A£tion of our Lives, is wholly free from this noi- 
fome Infection; how mult fuch a View of Ouf- 
felves cover Us with Shame, and lay Us low in 
Abafement! Left than the leajl of all thy Mercies * t 
will be the Language of fuch a One’s very Soul. 

It will difpofe Us to compaffionate Others How 
can We take a Brother by the Throat, and require 
faultlefs Perfection in his Behaviour, when We Our- 
fclves in many Things offend, in all Things fall 
fliort ? Every fuch Confideration rebukes, what I 
may call fpiritual Unmercifulncfs. It pleads for 

Ten- 


* Gen. xxxii. id. 
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Tendernefs and Forbearance to our Fellow-crea¬ 
tures. Is a Monitor within, and whifpers that af¬ 
fecting Remonftrance ; Oughtejl not Thou to have 
Companion upon thy Fellow-fervant , fince thy Almighty 
LORD hath fuch renewed, fuch unwearied Pity 
on Thee *. 

It will teach Us to admire the Riches of Grace. 
Shall fallen Creatures, that are taken from the very 
Dunghills of Sin, and refeued from a Hell of inward 
Iniquity.—Shall they, notwithstanding their total 
Depravity in a natural; and their innumerable De¬ 
ficiencies in a renewed State—-Shall they be admitted 
into the Bofom of eternal Love ? They be exalted to 
the Thrones of Glory, and numbered with the 
Princes of Heaven? This is Grace, tranfccndcntly 
rich, and divinely free indeed! 

Will it not reconcile us to the Approach of Death ? 
This, methinks, like Wormwood on the Nipple, or 
Gall in the Cup, muft tend to wean Us from the 
World. How can We be enamoured with fuch a 
Land of Darknefs, and fuch a V ale of Tears ? Or 
why fliould We covet, when Providence gives the 
Signal for our Departure, to prolong our Abode in 
thefe Territories of Diforder ?—-Surely, this mull 
incline Us to leave them, every Day, more and more 
in our Affections; and at laft, to leave them, with¬ 
out any ReluCtance, by final Diffolution. Leave 
them, for that better Country, where our perfonal 
Righteoufnefs will no longer be defective, like the 
waning Moon; but fhine forth with confummate 
Luftre, like the meridian Sun, in the Kingdom of 
our FATHER. 

T 2 It 

* Matt, xviii. 33. 
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It will endear the Blefled JESUS in every Ca¬ 
pacity j as the Stings of the fiery flying Serpents, 
and the Dearth of the wafte howling Wildernefs, 
endeared to the Ifraelites both their miraculous An¬ 
tidote, and their Bread from Heaven.—They who 
believe this Truth, muft fee their inexprefiible and 
inceflant Need of CHR IST’s Spirit. The Pro- 
reflation of Mofes, on a particular Occafion, will 
be the daily, the hourly Breathing of their Souls; 
Carry us net up hence , unlejs thy Prefence y thy SPI¬ 
RIT, go with Us*. For without this Aid, We 
can difeharge no Duty aright, nor fuccefsfully re¬ 
fill any Temptation.—They will be exceedingly 
cautious, not to grieve t that facred Gueft, left He 
depart from them, and abandon them to the Power 
of their lurking Corruptions. Knowing, that if 
He abandon them, when fuch Foes are within, and 
fo many Snares without; their Cafe will be worfe 
than Samfon' s, when his Locks were (haven, and 
the Philijiincs all around Him. 

How highly will fuch Perfons value the Blood of 
the Covenant, and the InterceJJion of their great 
HIGH-PRIEST!—They will no more pre¬ 
fume to enter into the Prefence of the moft High 
GOD, without a fiducial Reliance upon the aton¬ 
ing and interceding SAVIOUR; than the Sons 
of Jacob would have ventured to appear before the 
Viceroy of Egypt without the Company of their 
younger Brother In all, in all their Intercourfe 
with Heaven, the great PROPITIATION will 
be their Plea, and the great ADVOCATE their 

Con- 

* Exod, xxxiii. 15. f Eph. iv. 30, $ Gen. 

xliii. 5. 


2 
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Confidence.—The impotent Man waited at the 
Pool of Bethefda, and the Syrian General dipped fe- 
ven Times in Jordan. Thefe Perfons will riot only 
wait, but live by the Fountain opened for Sin and 
Uncleannefs *. They will wa(h in the facred fane- 
tifying Stream, not Jeven Times only, but feventy 
Times feven. 

When fuch Sentiments poflefs the Mind, how 
dear? O how dear and defirable will our LORD’S 
Obedience be? Convinced that We are corrupt, 
univerfally corrupt in the very Conftitution of our 
Nature, nothing will quiet our Confciences, or fa- 
tisfy our Souls, but the Righteoufnefs of JESUS 
CHRIST. — 1 called, fometime ago, our own 
Works Worm-eaten Things. And muft not thefe 
Corruptions, if they remain ever fo little in our 
Hearts, depreciate and defile whatever proceeds 
from them ? Muft they not be, in all our Works 
and all our Duties, like corroding Vermin , in the 
Subftance of our Timber, or at the Core of our 
Fruits ?—Should We not then renounce, utterly 
renounce, what is taruilhed and debafed by the Poi- 
fon of Hell ? And rely, wholly rely, for everlafting 
Acceptance, on our Divine HIGH-PRIEST? 
Who, in his mediatorial Works, as well as in his 
wonderful Perfon, is altogether Light and Perfec¬ 
tion f ; and neither in Him, nor in them, is there 
any Deficiency or any Darknefs at all. 

Excufe 


* Zech. xiii. 1. 

f Light and Perfection —This is the Meaning of that 
myfterious Ornament, which, in the grand officiating ' 
Robes of the JenuiJh High-Prieft, was annexed to the 
Ireall-plate, ancLIUled Urim and Thummim. Only the 
T 3 Hebrew 
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Excufe me, Therm ; I fear, I have been preach¬ 
ing. The Importance of the Text, muft form my 
Apology. It is an Iitroelufiion, not to the Records 
of Eliftory, or the Tranfaclions of Philofophy, but 
to the Knowledge of Salvation, and to the Riches 
of CHRIST. 

Tbcr. If my Jfpijio has been preaching, I can 
aflure Him for his Comfort, that his Audience has 
been very attentive; and though the Sermon was 
fomewhat copious, the Hearer neither flept nor gaped. 
—However, I fliouk) be glad to have the Whole re¬ 
viewed, and fummed up: that, if it has been large 
as the Pyramid, it may, like the Pyramid, termi¬ 
nate in a Point. 

jlfp. 'Phis then is the Stale of our Nature.—The 
Image of the CREATOR is effaced. Wifdom, 
Righteoufnefs, and true Holinefs are loft.—View 
the Undcrftanding; it is Blindncfs and Stupidity.—. 
View the Affections; they are Diforder and Re¬ 
bellion.—View the Will; it is Enmity againft 
GOD, the fupreme Good ; averfe to Things fpi- 
jitual; but fond even to Dotage, of Things earthly 

anc| 


Hebrew Words are in the plural Number, and denote 
every Degree of Illumination, and all Kinds of Perfection 
•—Dots not this very fgnificantly teach Sinners, Whence 
to fetk their Wifdom, and Where to look for their Per¬ 
fection f There never was, in all Ages, moie than one 
XJrim and Thummim ; and only one Peifon, in each Ge¬ 
neration, was appointed to wear it'.. And Who is there, 
in all Worlds, that can give Us heavenly Knowledge, 
but the SPIRIT of CHRIST ? What is there, in 
Ourfelves or all Creatures, that can prefent Us un- 
blameable before GOD, but the Righteoufnefs of 

CHRIST? 
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and ferifual.-f—The whole Soul is deformed ; dif- 
tempered ; and, to every good Purpofe, dead. 

Mortifying, abaiing Views! Methinks, they 
fliould be like Medufa' s Head *, or like Michael's 
Sword f, to all Self-fufficiency and all Self-de¬ 
pendence.—Shall fuch a Creature pretend to be 
poflefled of thofe facred Endowments, which may 
conftitute a proper Recommendation to infinite Ho- 
linefs f—Is fuch a Creature qualified to perform 
thofe righteous Acts, which may bear the Tcft of 
inflexible JuJlice ? Can fuch a Creature fulfil that 
extenfive and exalted Law, which allows of no 
Failure; which demands per fed! Obedience; and 
denounces a Curfe on every Tranfgreflion ? 

Should he conceive the vain Hope, or make the 
vainer Attempt, I would now addrefs Him, as Je- 
hoajh formerly anfwered Amasdiah.—Amaziah King 
of Judah , elated with the little Victories he had 
obtained over the Edomites , began to fancy Himfelf 
invincible. Prompted by this foolifb Imagination, 
He challenges Jchoajh King of Ijraci, to meet Him 
in a pitched Battle ; and receives this ironical Apo¬ 
logue by way of Reply.—-Which, for Gallantry of 
Spirit and Delicacy of Wit, for Poignancy of Sa¬ 
tire and Propriety of Application, has feldom been 
equaled, perhaps never exceeded.— The Thijlle that 
was in Lebanon , font to the Cedar that was in Leba¬ 
non , faying , Give thy Daughter to my Son to Wife : 

T 4 and 

•» 5 

* Medufa'% Head, the Poets tells Us, was fo mon* 
flrous and horrible, that the very Sight of it congealed 
the Blood. Nay; turned every Beholder into Stone. 

f Michael's Sword, Milton informs Us, was fo keen 
and forcible, that nothing could refi(t its Edge ; what¬ 
ever it frame, was cut in Pieces. 
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and there pajfed by a wild Beaji that was in Lebanon,, 
and trod down the Thiftle *. What are We—when 
We offer to eftablifh our own Righteoufnefs, or 
prefume to juftify Ourfelves before the moft High 
GOD—but defpicable Thi/iles, that fancy themfelves 
fiaieb) Cedars? And are not various Temptations, 
is not every Corruption, a wild Beaft of the Defart, 
which will trample on the impotent Boafter, and 
tread his haughty Pretenfions in the Duff ? 

* 2 Kings xiv. 9. 


D I A. 
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A SPASIO was employed in preparing for his 
Journey. Theron, free from Bufinefs, and 
difengaged from Company, had the greateft 
Part of the Day to Himfelf. Which he fpent in re¬ 
viewing- the. Subftance of their late Conferences} not 
without intermingled Afpirations to GOD, for the 
Guidance of his Divine SPIRIT. 

At Evening, He went , like the Patriarch of old, 
into the Field to meditate*: amidft the Calm of Na¬ 
ture, to meditate on the Grace of the Gofpel.— The 
Sky was peculiarly beautiful, and perfectly clear} 
only'Where the fine Indigo received an agreeable 
Heightening, by a few thin and fcattered Clouds} 
which imbibed the folar Rays, and looked like pen- 
file Fleeces of pureft Wool .—All Things appeared 
with fo mild, fo majeftic, fo charming an Afpeft, 
that, intent as He was upon a different Subjeft, He 
could not but indulge the following Soliloquy. 

“ How 


* Gen. xxiv. 63. 
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“ How delightful are the Scenes of rural Nature ! 
“ Efpecially, to the philofophic Eye, and contemplating 
Mind.—I cannot wonder, that Perfons in high 
“ Life, are fo fond of retiring from a confpicuous 
“ and exalted Station, to the Covert of a fhady 
“ Grove, or the Margin of a cryftal Stream. Are 
“ fo defirous of quitting the fmoky Town, and noify 
“ Street; in order to breathe purer Air, and furvey 
the Wonders of Creation, in the filent, the fe¬ 
lt rene, the peaceful Villa. 

«* ’Tis true, in the Country, there are none of the 
« modilh, I had almoft faid, meretricious Orna- 
« ments of that falfe Politenefs, which refines People 
« out of their Veracity. But an eafy Simplicity of 
«« Manners, with an unaffedted Sincerity of Mind.-— 
« Here, the folemn Farce of Ceiemony is feldom 
•brought into play; and the pleafing Delufions of 
Compliment have no Place. But the Brow is the 
«< real Index of the Temper, and Speech the genuine 
Interpreter of the Heart. 

« In the Country, I acknowledge. We are fel- 
« dom invited to fee the mimic Attempts of human 
** Art. But We, every where, behold" the grand 
** and mafterly Exertions of divine Power.—rNo 
« Theatre erects its narrow Stage; furrounds it, 
« with puny Rows of afeending Seats; or adorns 
** it, with a drifting Series of gorgeous Scenery. 
« But Fields extend their ample Area; at firfi, 
** lightly clad with a Scarf of fpringing Green; 
** ,then, deeply planted with an Arrangement of 
** fpindling Stalks; as a few more Weeks advance, 
« covered with a Profufion of bearded or hufky 
« Grain; at laft, richly laden with a Harveft of 
a yellow Plenty. 

“ Meadow 
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** Meadows uifclofe their beautiful Bofom ; yield 
“ a foft and fertile Lap for the luxuriant Herbage; 
“ and fuckle ^lyriads of the fai, ^ayeft Flowers. 
“ Which, without any vain 1 . fixntation, or jea- 
“ Ions Anxiety, rival each other in ail the Elegance 
“ of Drefs.— Groves of various Leai; arrayed in 
<c frefheft Verdure, and liberal of their reviving 
“ Shade; rife, in amiable, in noble ProfpciSt, all 
“ around.— Droves of flurdy Oxen, ftrong for La- 
“ bour, or tat for the Shambles; Herds of fleeky 
“ Kine, with Milk in their Udders, and Violets in 
“ their Noftrils; Flocks of well-fleeced Sheep, with 
“ their fnowy Lambkins, frifking at their Side; thefc 
“ compofe the living Machinery.—Boundlefs Trails 
“ of bending Azure, varniflied with inimitable De- 
“ licacy, and hung with ftarry Lamps, or irradiated 
“ with folar Luftre, from the ftately Cieling.—While 
“ the early Breezes, and the evening Gales; charged 
with no unwholefomc Vapours, breeding no pefti- 
“ lential Taint; but fanning the humid Buds, and 
“ waving their odoriferous Wings, difpenfe a Pro- 
e ‘ fufion of Sweets , mingled with the molt fovereign 
“ Supports of Health.—This is the School of In- 
“ duftry! This the Alagazine of Plenty! And are 
“ they not incomparably more delightful, as well as 
* c infinitely lefs dangerous, than thofe Seminaries of 
t£ Lewdnefs and Impiety, where Sin and Ruin wear 
** the Mafk of Pleafure ? Than thofe T emples of 
“ Profufenefs and Debauchery, where Belial is daily 
“ or nightly worfhipped with, what his Votaries 
“ call, modifh Recreation, and genteel Amufe- 
ment? 

** Here indeed is no tuneful Voice , to melt in 
Strains of amorous Anguilh, and transfufe the 
5 “ fickening 
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“ fickening Fondnefs to the Hearer's Breaft. No 
fkilful Artift, to inform the Lute with mufical 
Enchantment; to ftrike infe&ious Melody from 
“ the Viol; and footh away the Refolution and 
“ A&ivity of Virtue, in wanton Defires, or vo- 
“ luptuous Indolence.—But the Plains low; the 
** Hills bleat; and the hollow circling Rocks echo 
“ with the univerfal Song. Every Valley remur- 
** murs to the Fall of filver Fountains, or the liquid 
** Lapfe of gurgling Rills.— Birds, when the chear- 
** ful Morning rifes, or the gentle Evening de- 
“ fcends, perched on a thoufand Boughs, play a 
“ thoufand Airs, wildly yet fweetly harmonious. 
** And did ever Mufic exceed their untaught 
«* fprightly Warblings ? Or can any Colours out- 
“ vie their gay and glofly Plumage ? 

“ Charmed therefore with the fineft Views; lulled 
with the fofteft Sounds; and treated with the rich- 
“ eft Odours ; what can be wanting to complete the 
* e Delight? Here is every Entertainment for the 
«* Eye ; the moft refined Gratifications for the Ear; 
«* and a perpetual Banquet for the Smell; without 
any infidious Decoy, for the Integrity of our 
« Conduft, or even for the Purity of our Fancy. 

O ye blooming Walks, and flowery Lawns, 
« furrounded with dewy Landfcapes! How often 
“ have Patriots and Heroes, laid afide the Burden 
** of Power, and ftole away from the Glare of 
Grandeur, to enjoy themfelves * in your com- 
“ pofed Retreats 1—Ye mofly Couches, and fra- 
** grant Bowers, fkirted with cooling Cafcades! 
“ How many illujlrious Perfonages, after all their 

“ glorious 

-Mibi me reddtniis Agelli, 
fays Horace of his little Country-feat. 
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“ glorious Toil for the public Good, have fought 
** an honourable and welcome Repofe in your 
“ downy Lap*?—Ye Venerable Oaks, and fo> 
“ lemn Groves! Woods, that whifper to the 
** quivering Gale! Clifts, that over-hang the 
“ darkened Flood! Who can number the Sagtt 
“ and Saints, that have devoted the Day to Study, 
“ or refigned a vacant Hour to healthy Exercife, 
“ beneath your filvan Porticos, and waving Arches f 
“ That, far from the dull Impertinence of Man, 
« have liftened to the inftruflive Voice of GOD; 

and contemplated the Works of his adorable 
« Hand, amid it your mofs-grown Cells, and rocky 
4 ‘ Shades.—How inelegant , or how infenftble is the 
« Mind, which has no awakened lively Reliflt 
« for thefe fweet Receffes, and their exquifitc 
“ Beauties!” 

But whither am I carried ? Is not this rural En - 
thuftafm ? I find myfelf talking to Trees ; and forget 
the momentous Queftion, which waits for our De- 
cifion. Here then let my Rhapfody ceafe, and my 
Enquiry proceed.—Does it betray a Want of true 
Delicacy, to be infenfible of Nature’s Charms ? My 
Jfpafto thinks, it argues as wrong a Tafte in practi¬ 
cal Divinity, not to acquiefce in the imputed Righ- 
teoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST.-—To this Doc¬ 
trine I have always been extremely averfe. I fet 

myfelf 

* Virgil was fo fmitten with the Amiablenefs of thefe 
Scenes, that He affigns them as an Habitation for happy 
Spirits, in the Regions of Elyftum. 

1 Lucis halitamus epaeit, 

Riparumque Teres, iff Praia rtantia Rivit 
Incelimut . 
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myfelf to oppofe it with Objections, drawn from the 
Reafon of Things, and from various Pafiages of 
Scripture. To all which my Friend replied. And 
though I was fcarcely convinced, yet I was filenced 
by his Anfwers. 

I pleaded for the Sufficiency of our fmcere Obe¬ 
dience. Efpecially when accompanied with Re¬ 
pentance, and recommended by the Merits of 
CHRIST. —Neither was this Attempt fuccefsful. 
His Arguments, fomewhat like the flaming Sword, 
planted at the Entrance of Paradife, turned every 
Way *; and precluded all Accefs to Life, on the 
Foot of our own Duties. 

At length, Afpafto quitted the defenfive, and at¬ 
tacked me in his Turn. He explained the Precepts, 
and enforced the Threatenings of the divine Law. 
So exa£t it.. Tenour ! That it demands a perfeCt and 
perfevering Conformity to every Injunction.—So 
extenfive its Authority! That it reaches the inmoft 
Thoughts; and requires Obedience, not barely in 
the Adtions of the Life, but the very Intentions of 
the Heart.—So inexorable its Severity; That it con¬ 
demns every the fmallcft Offence, and cutfes every 
the leaft Offender. 

This Remonftrance had fome of the Terror, and 
almoft all the EffeCt, of a mafked Battery.—It was 
quite unexpected, and alarmed me confiderably.— 
To pulh his Advantage, He enlarged upon the in¬ 
finite Purity of GOD. A GOD glorious in Ho- 
linefs: TVbo cannot look upon Evil, with any Conni¬ 
vance, or without the utmoft Abhorrence. Who 
will affuredly deftroy, either the Sin, or the Sinner, 
from before his Face. 

• Gen, iii, 24, 


To 
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To complete his Victory, He played off the Dt c- 

trine of original Guilt , and original Depravity. _. 

That I am, by Nature, a Child of lVr.ith. Fallen 
from GOD by the Apoftacy of the firft Adam. 
Dead in Trefpafles and Sins. My Will, Enmity 
againft GOD: all my Faculties corrupt: eveiy 
Imagination evil! 

After all. He bid me confider—What Fruits mult 
fpring, from fuch a Nature ? —How they muft ap¬ 
pear, when compared with fuch a Law? _What 

they muft deferve, when tried before Juch a GOD? 
And whether I will venture to put myfelf upon 
Trial at the divine Tribunal, on the Plea of fuch 
Performances ? 

Thcfe, I muft ccnfefs, are very weighty and 
ftartling Queries. If thefe Reprefentations are true, 
the Face of human Affairs carries a molt gloomy 
Afpe£t. Or rather a moft dreadful Storm is hang¬ 
ing over the Children of Men. Afpafio urges me 
to fly, without any Delay, to the Covert of 
CHRIST’ s meritorious Obedience. This, He 
fays, was wrought out, in the Name, and in the 
Stead of Sinners: this will be admitted, both at 
the Throne of Grace, and the Bar of Judgment, 
as their juftifying Righteoufnefs. 

This, He adds, opens a Way, on GOD’s Part, 
for the largeft Emanations and moft honourable Ex- 
ercife of Mercy. On Man’s Part, it founds a Title 
to Pardon, to Life, and every fpiritual Bleffing.— 
This Doctrine, efpccially in fuch a Connexion, be¬ 
gins to put on a more recommending Appearance. My 
Prejudices are really wearing away. I am aimoft a 
Convert. 

Jfpafto 
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Afpafo over-heard the Clofe of thefe RefleXions. 
Unwilling to interrupt his Friend, in fo ferious an 
Enquiry ; and defirous to obferve the Iffue of fo in- 
terefting a Debate; He had hitherto concealed Him- 
felf. But thinking this a favourable Minute, He 
ftepped forward, and faid— 

Afp. Almojl! and why not altogether a Convert ? 
What fhould hinder my dear Theron , from fubmit- 
ing to fo rational a Scheme, with the moft entire 
Acquiefcence ? What fhould hinder Him from em¬ 
bracing fo comfortable a DoXrine, with the utmoft 
Complacency, Why fhould he not fubfcribe, both 
with Hand and Heart, that divine Decree? Their 
Righteoufnefs is of me faith the LORD *. 

Ther. If, by this DoXrine, the Claims of the Law 
are anfwered—If the PerfeXions of GOD are glo¬ 
rified—If the Interefts of Morality are fecured—I 
muft acknowledge, it will be more worthy of Accep¬ 
tance, than I could once have imagined. 

Afp. And if all thefe Points are not gained; 
gained too in the moft eminent Manner; I folemnly 
declare, that I will never plead for imputed Righ¬ 
teoufnefs more. 

But the Claims of the Law are all anfwered.— 
Fpr, there is nothing in its facred Injunctions, which 
CHRIST did not perform; and nothing in its 
awful Threatenings, which CHRIST, did not 
fuftain. He fulfilled all its Precepts, by an unfpotted 
Purity of Heart, and the moft perfeX Integrity of 
Life. He exhaufted its whole Curfe, when he hung 
upon the Crofs, abandoned by his FATHER, 
and a Bleeding ViXim for the Sins of his People.— 
This Obedience brings higher Honour to the divine 

Law, 


* Ifai. liv. 17. 
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Law, than it could poflibly have received, from the 
uninterrupted Duty of Adam , and all his Pofterity, 
in all their Generations. 

The Perfections of GOD, which were difho- 
noured by our Rebellion, are glorified.—He ap¬ 
pears, by this Method of Juftification, inconceiv¬ 
ably rich in fhewing Mercy; yet fteady, inflexibly 
Heady, in executing Vengeance. The Scepter of 
Grace, and the Sword of Juftice, have each its due 
Exercife, each its full Scope. The Holinefs of the 
divine Nature, and the Dignity of the divine Go¬ 
vernment, are not only maintained, but moft mag¬ 
nificently difplayed. Indeed, it is the peculiar 
Excellence of this wonderful Expedient, that it 
renders all the divine Attributes fupremely vene¬ 
rable, and fupremely amiable. 

Tber. But are the Interefts of Morality fecured l 
This is what I am ftrongly inclined to doubt. And 
to fay the Truth, this is now my principal Objec¬ 
tion to your Scheme. 

Afp. I fhall never blame my Friend, for being 
vigilant and jealous over the Interefts of Morality. 
If our Do&rine had a malignant AfpeCt on true 
Morality, I would give my Voice againft it, and 
ufe all my Endeavours to fupprefs it.—But it is 
formed with every Tendency to awaken the utmojl 
Dread of Sin, and affedt Us with the tvarmejl Senfe 
of our CREATOR’S Love. And is not that the 
ftrongeft Barrier againft the Encroachments of 
Vice ? Is not this the fweeteft Inducement to the 
Pradlice of Virtue ? 

I am glad to find, that a Jealoufy for the Interefts 
of Morality, is the chief Obftacle in the Way of 
your Aflent. Becaufe, this Jealoufy, I am per- 
V 0 l. II. U fuaded. 
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fuaded, is much of the fame Nature with thofe for¬ 
bidding and miftaken Apprehenfions, which our 
Anceltors entertained, concerning the Ocean. They 
looked upon the Ocean, as an unfurmountable Ob- 
ftruCtion and Bar to univerfal Society. Whereas, 
it is in FaCt, the very Opening and Avenue to this 
Society; the only Means of letting on Foot a ge¬ 
neral Intercourfe ; and the great Highway to all the 
Nations of the Earth. What is here affirmed, may, 
on fome future Occafion, be proved.—At prefent, 
let me defire You to imagine, rather, may the Bleffed 
SPIRIT enable You to believe, That your Sins 
are expiated, through the Death of JESUS 
CHRIST: That a Righteoufnefs is given You, 
by virtue of which, You may have free and wel¬ 
come Accefs to GOD ; the Merit of which You 
may plead, in order to enjoy all the Bleffings of 
Time and Eternity.—Then let me afk; Will this 
alienate your Affections from your Almighty BE¬ 
NEFACTOR? Will this irritate evil Concu- 
pifcence, or fend You to carnal Gratifications in 
quell of Happinefs ? Quite the Reverfe. When 
this Faith is wrought in your Heart, nothing will 
be fo powerful, to produce holy Love, and willing 
Obedience ; nothing fo effectual, to refine your 
Temper, to exalt your Defires, and enable You to 
overcome the World. - 

What fays the Apoftle ? I through the Law am dead 
to the Law *. Being made to underltand its great 
Extent, and high Perfection, I have no longer any 
Hope of Juftification, through my own Conformity 
to its Precepts.—Did this prompt Him, did this 
embolden Him, to negleCt or violate his Duty ? 

Hear 


• Gal. ii. 19. 
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Hear the facred Writer’s own Declaration. I am 
releafed from the Rigour and Bondage of the Law j 
I am diredled to CHRIST for Righteoufnefs and 
Salvation; that I may live unto GOD. That my 
whole Life may be devoted to his Honour, who 
has brought me into a State fo delightful, into a 
Liberty fo glorious. 

Ther. This Liberty, I am afraid, will be of very 
little Service to the licentious and gay World. 

Jfp. I fliall be in no Pain even for the gay World ,, 
if once they cordially receive this Grace, and are 
vitally influenced by this Dodtrine. Which, far 
from weakening any one Principle of Piety, adds 
to every other Motive, the endearing Engagements 
of Gratitude, and the winning Perfualives of Love. 

Nay ; I am perfuaded, that Multitudes in the gay 
and licentious World, are held fall in the fatal Snare, 
by their Ignorance of this fweet, alluring, confola- 
tory Truth. They find themfelves deeply obnoxi¬ 
ous to divine Juftice, and feel themfelves ftrongly 
bound with the Chains of Senfuality. They think, 
it is impoflible to clear the enormous Score of their 
Guilt j impoflible to deliver themfelves from the 
confirmed Dominion of Sin. Therefore, like def- 
perate Debtors, they ftifle every ferious Thought j 
left a Confcioufnefs of their long Arrears, and a- 
Profpedt of the dreadful Reckoning, fhould torment 
them before their Titne *. 

But if they were informed, that the infinitely mer¬ 
ciful SON of GOD, has undertaken to redeem 
fuch undone and belplefs Sinners—That He has 
thoroughly expiated the moft horrid Tranfgreflions, 
U 2 and 


* Matt. vyi. 29. 
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and procured even for ungodly Wretches *, all the 
needful Supplies of ftrengthening Grace—That, 
inftead of being prohibited, they are invited to par¬ 
take, freely to partake, of thefe unfpeakable Blef- 
fings—Were they acquainted with thefe glad Tid¬ 
ings of the Gofpel; did they really believe thefe 
glad Tidings of the Gofpel ; their Chains, which 
now are like Steel and Adamant, would become like 
a Thread of Tow, when it toucbeth the Fire f. Yes, 
my Friend ; thefe Truths, if once revealed and re¬ 
ceived in their Hearts, would be an infallible Me¬ 
thod to make them free $. 

What fhall I fay more, to obtain my Theron's Ap¬ 
probation ? Shall I point out and plead the moft il- 
luftrious Precedents? GOD the FATHER is 
well pleafed with this Righteoufnefs of our RE¬ 
DEEMER. He expreffes his Complacency by the 
moft emphatical Words: Behold my Servant, whom 
I uphold ; mint EleSl, in whom my Soul delighteth |j. 
In CHRIST and his Righteoufnefs, GOD is not 
only pleafed, but delighted: his very Soul, every Per¬ 
fection of the GODHEAD, with ineffable Satif- 

fadtion, 

* For thofe, who have finned again ft the Light of 
Nature, as the Heathens, and againft the Light of Scrip¬ 
ture, as the Jews. For thofe, who have denied 
CHRIST, like Peter ; blafphemed and pcrfecuted 
Him, like Paul. —Many, that have fallen into great 
Sins, are ruined for ever, becaufe they do not account 
the Grace of CHRIST fufficient for their Pardon and 
Santtification. They think that they are gone and pall 
all Hope of Recovery ; that their Tranfgreftions and their 
Sins are upon them, unpardoned and unpardonable ; there¬ 
fore they pine away in them, and how Jhall they live ? 
Ezek. xxxiii. io. Marsh. Gofp. My ft. Sand. Chap. x. 

f Judg. xvi, 9. I John viii. 3Z. || Ifai. 

xlii. 1. 
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faction, refts and acquiefces in them.—I faid in¬ 
effable ; for He has declared this, in a Manner fupe- 
rior to all the Force of Language, by railing our 
crucified SURETY from the Dead j by exalting 
Him to the Heaven of Heavens; and placing Him 
at his own Right-hand in Glory. 

Our LORD JESUS CHRIST is well 
pleafed. He efteems it his Honour to fhine forth as 
the everlafting Righteoufnefs of his People. It is the 
brighteft Jewel of his mediatorial Crown. In this 
He fees of the Travail of his Soul, and is fatisfied. 
Accounting Himfelf fully recompenfed, for all the 
Labours of his Life, and all the Sorrows of his Death, 
when Sinners are walhed from their Guilt in hw 
Blood, and prefented faultlefs by his Obedience. 

The HOLY SPIRIT is equally pleafed with 
this great Tranfa&ion, and its matchlefs Effects. 
It is his peculiar Office, and favourite Employ, to 
convince the World of their SAVIOUR’S Righ¬ 
teoufnefs. Not only that his Nature was fpotlefly 
pure, and his Converfation perfectly holy; but 
that from both refults a Righteoufnefs, of infinite 
Dignity, and everlafting Efficacy: fufficient, through¬ 
out all Ages fufficient, to procure Acceptance and 
Salvation for the moft unworthy Creatures. 

Since then, this Method of Acceptance and Sal¬ 
vation, is excellent and glorious, in the Eyes of the 
adorable TRINITY—Since it magnifies the Law, 
and yields the moft exalted Honour to its Divine 
AUTHOR—Since it makes ample Provifion for 
the Holinefs of a corrupt, and the Happinefs of a 
ruined World—Why fhould my Friend any longer 
dijlike it; oppofe it; or treat it with a cold Indif¬ 
ference ? Surely, all thefe grand Recommendations, 

U 3 are 
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are enough to over-rule any little Objections, which 
may arifc from the Sufpicions of Timidity, or may 
be ftarted by the Artifices of Sophiftry. 

Thcr. 1 know not how it is, Afpafto-, but I cannot 
reconcile myfelf to this Doctrine of imputed Righ- 
teoufnefs: notwithstanding all the Pains You have 
taken, to make me a Convert. 

Afp. The Difappointment is mine, but the Lofs 
is yours, 1 heron. —However, let me entreat You, not 
to reject my Sentiments abfolutely, nor to condemn 
them prematurely. Suppofe it poffible at leaf!, that 
they 7 tiay be true; and weigh them in an even Ba¬ 
lance.—Learn Wifdom from your Afpafo'% Folly. I 
was once exactly in your Situation; faw Things in 
your Light, and through your Medium. 

Converfing, I well remember, with a devout but 
plain Perfon, our Difcourfe happened to turn upon 
that folemn Admonition ; If any Man will come after 
ME, let Him deny Himfelf *. I was haranguing 
upon the Import and Extent of the Duty. Shew¬ 
ing, that merely to forbear the infamous Action, is 
little. We muft deny Admittance, deny Entertain¬ 
ment at leaft, to the evil Imagination ; and quench 
even the enkindling Spark of irregular Defire.— 
When I had fhot a random Bolt, my honeft Friend 
replied; “ there is another Inftance of Self-denial, 
“ to which this Injunction extends, and which is 
“ of very great Moment in the Chriftian Religion. 
** I mean, the Inflance of renouncing our own 
** Strength, and our own Righteoufnefs; not lean- 
ing on that, for Holinefs; nor relying on this , 
for Jollification.”—rl thought the Old Man, I 

muft 


f Matt. xvi. 24, 
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muft confefs, little better than a fuperftitious Do¬ 
tard; and wondered at (what I then fancied) the 
motly Mixture of Piety and Oddity in his Notions. 
But now I difcern Senfe, Solidity, and Truth in 
his Obl'ervation *. Now I perceive, that We our- 
felves are often the Dreamers, when We imagine 
Others to be faft afleep. 

Thcr. You have no Rcafon to be afhamed, Afpafto, 
of receiving Inftru&ion from your honeft Coun- 
fellor. For, You know, it was obferved by the 
Ancients, and is now palled into a Maxim; 

TloXXXKl XOCl XWTUpOS Kt/flg [Jt,XXa xxipwv Hiriv. 

Neither need You fufpect, that I fhall forget or 
difregard your Caution, relating to a precipitate 
Determination of my Judgment. No; I fhall en¬ 
deavour to avoid the Rock, on which my Friend 
ftruck; but happily, it feems, efcaped Shipwreck. 
—You may likewife allure Yourfelf, that, upon a 
Subject of fuch exceeding great, of eternal Confe- 
qucnce, I fliall not fail to ufe the moll attentive and 
impartial Confideration. An indolent Supinenefs, 
or a bigoted Obftinacy, in this great Crifis of Affairs, 
would be of all Errors the moft inexcufable, and 
muft prove of all Mifcarriages the moft fatal. 

U 4 JJp. 

* Milton thought thefame, otherwife he would never 
have put thofe Words into the Mouth of a divine 
Speaker. 

-Thy Merit, 

Imputed Jhall ab/olve them, vjbo renounce 

Their own, both righteous and unrighteous , Deeds ; 

And live in Thee transplanted, and from Thee 

Receive nevs Life, 

Book III. 290. 
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Jfp. But ftill You cannot reconcile Yourfelf—Ani no 
Wonder. For this Way of Salvation runs diredtly 
counter to the Stream of corrupt Nature. It puzzles 
our Reafon, and offends our Pride.—“ What ? flrall 
“ We, not work, but believe unto Righteoufnefs * ? 
“ Shall We receive all freely , and reckon Ourfelves 
“ no better than unprofitable Servants! Having no- 
“ thing, nothing whatfoever, that may recommend 
** Us to our Maker !”—This is a Method, to which 
We fhould never fubmitj this is a Propofal, which 
We ftiould always fpurn; were not our natural Sen¬ 
timents re&ified, and our high Imaginations abafed, 
by the Power of Grace. 

Let me remind You of a little Incident, which 
You mull have read in the Grecian Hiilory. A cer¬ 
tain Stranger came, one Day, to dine with fome 
Lacedemonians \ who always fat down at a public 
Table, and were content with the plaineft Food. 
The Gentleman, accuftomed to higher Eating, could 
not forbear expreffing his Difguft, at the homely Pro- 
vifion.—Sir, faid the Cook, You don’t make ufe 
of the Sauce. —What do You mean? replied the 
Gueft.—You don’t ufe hard Exercife ; nor habitu¬ 
ate Yourfelf to long Abftinence; nor bring a fhar- 
pened Appetite to the Meal.—And You, my dear 
Friend, I am apprehenfive, have not the Sauce j 
have not the proper Preparative for this falutary 
Do&rine; which is indeed the Bread of Life, and 
the very Marrow of the Gofpel. 

Ther. What Preparative ? Did You not juft now 
fay, that all was free; and nothing needful, but 
only to receive the Blefling ? 

4 p. 


* Rom. x. io. 
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AJp. True; nothing is needful, as inclining 
GOD to give; but only as inclining Us to re¬ 
ceive.—Would You feek, would You folicit, 
would You fo much as accept, a Pardon from Your 
Sovereign; unlefs You flood convicted of fome 
capital Ciime, or was apparently liable to Condem¬ 
nation ? Neither will finful Man feck, no nor ac¬ 
cept the great Atonement, till He is made fenfible, 
that the Wrath of GOD and the Damnation of 
Hell, are what Hejuftly deferves; and what, with¬ 
out the Propitiation of CHRIST , He muft un¬ 
avoidably fufter. 

This then is the Preparative—A Senfe of the hor¬ 
rible Filthinefs of the leaft Sin in the Sight of 
GOD; of the innumerable Sins of our Heart and 
Life; and of our undone damnable State on this 
Account.—While dejiitute of thefe Convictions, 
our Souls will be like the full Stomach, that lothes 
even the Honey-comb.—So long as thefe Convictions 
are JTight , and hover only in the Imagination ; We 
fliall be like Gallia *, liftlefs, indifferent, and caring 

for 

• Ads xviii. 17. A late Commentator, of diflinguiffi- 
ed Eminence, has attempted to vindicate Gallia's Con¬ 
duit ; and would reprefent it, as an amiable inflance of 
Prudence and Moderation. 

According to my Apprehenfion, this Roman Governor 
afted a Part, both irreligious and unjult.— Irreligious , be- 
caufe he refufed to hear the Apoftle’s Defence ; which 
was the molt likely Means of his Converfion and Salva¬ 
tion. As one great End, why Providence permitted the 
Preachers of the Gofpel to be brought before Rulers and 
Kings, was, that fuch an Appearance might ferve eit 
jtecfTvoio av%K, Matt. X. 18. for a Tejtimony (not againft, 
as We tranflate the Word, but) to them. That even 
the Potentates of the Earth, prejudiced and fupercilious 
as they were, might hereby have an Opportunity, of 

hearing 
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for None of thefe Things .—But when they are deep, 
and penetrate the Heart; then the Righteoufnefs 
of a REDEEMER will be fweet, tafteful, and 
inviting. Sweet as Myrrh and Frankincenfe to the 
Smell; tafteful as Milk and Honey to the Palate ; 
inviting, as Gold and Treafures to the ruined 
bankrupt. 

Ther. How arc thefe Convictions wrought in the 

Soul ? 

4p. 

bearing the Chrijlian Doftrine, and feeing its Efficacy on 
the Spirits of Men .—Unjujl, becaufe he permitted Sojl- 
bestes, then an innocent i’erfon, afterwards a Difcipleof 
CHRIST (t Cor. i. i.) to be fo illegally treated, and 
©utrageoufly abufed, without interpohng for his Refcue. 
Here was evidently a Breach of the Peace ; a manifeil 
Violation of the Laws. Of this therefore, as a civil 
Magiilrate. He ought to have taken Cognizance. How¬ 
ever He might fancy Himfelf difeharged from the Obli¬ 
gation, of attending to the Gofpel, or protecting its 
Preachers: However He might imagine Himfelf autho¬ 
rized, to treat divine Truths with Contempt; and call 
ibe Striving for the Faith, a Wrangling about Words and 
Karnes.—“ Words and Names only!” Far otherwife, 
Gallia. The Queftion concerning JESUS CHRIST 
and his Salvation, is pregnant with the Life of the 
World, and of greater Moment than all Things under 
the Sun. 

Betides; if the HOLY SPIRIT intended to fix a 
Mark of Approbation, rather than a Brand of Infamy, up¬ 
on the Proconful’s Behaviour; I cannot but think, it 
would have been exprelfed in a Manner, different from 
-—vat you ry on ro TaMsun e/niOuv. Which, if it be the 
Language of Applaufe, requires fome more than ordi¬ 
nary Skill in Criticifm to underftand it aright. Buf, if 
it be the Voice of Cenfure, is obvious and intelligible to 
every Reader.—-Should farther Proof be wanted, We may 
compare this Incident with the Behaviour of Sergius Pau¬ 
las, on a like Occaiion $ and with the Encomium given 
Him, on that Account, by unerring Wifdom. Alls 
riii. 7. 
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Afp. By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin. Con- 
fequently, by the Law is the Conviction of our 
undone State. Let Us therefore endeavour to un- 
derftand the Law of GOD: how pure, how ex- 
tenftve, how fuhlimcly perfe£t it is.—- Then, judge 
of our fpiritual Condition, not from the flattering 
Suggeftions of Self-love, nor from the thfcalve 
Examples of our Fellow-creatures, but by this un¬ 
erring Standard of the Sanctuary.—Above all, let Us 
befeeeh the GOD and FATHER of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST ; to fend his enlightening SPI¬ 
RIT into our Hearts. For indeed, without the 
enlightening Influences of the SPIRIT, We may 
have the divine Law in our Hand ; We may com¬ 
prehend its grammatical Meaning; yet be like 
blind Bartimeus under the meridian Sun. It is the 
blefled SPIRIT alone, who can rend the Veil of 
Ignorance from our Minds j and fltew Us, either 
(< the wonderful Things of GOD’s Law,” or 
the glorious Myfteries of his Gofpel. In this Senfe, 
our polite Poet * fpeaks a Truth, as Angularly im¬ 
portant, as it is elegantly expreffed : 

He from thick Films Jhall purge- the vifual Ray , 

And on the flghtlcfs Eye-balls pour the Day. 

Will You give me leave to propofe another Ex¬ 
pedient ? Which, I believe, may be confiderably 
ferviceable in this particular Cafe: Which, I am 
allured, will be greatly advantageous in many other 
Refpedts. 

Ther. 

* Mr. Pope, in his charming Poem, entitled The 
fdejflab. 
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They. Backward as I am to adopt your Doflrine, 
I am no Enemy to my own Intereft. Therefore, 
lhall not only give You leave to propofe, but give 
You Thanks for communicating, fo valuable an 
Advice. 

Ajp. It is, in reality, none of mine. It was long 
ago recommended by your old Acquaintance, Ho¬ 
race *. It confifts in Keeping a Diary. 

Compile a fecret Hiftory of your Heart and Con¬ 
duct.—Take notice of the Manner, in which your 
‘time is fpcnt; and of the Strain, which runs through 
your Difcourfe. How often the former is loft in 
Trifles, how often the latter evaporates in Vanity.— 
Attend to the Principle from which your Actions 
flow; whether from the fteady habitual Love of 
GOD, or from fome rambling Impulfe, and a 
cuftomary Propenfity to pleafe Yourfclf?—Minute 
down your Sins of Omiffion. How frequently You 
negleft to glorify your CREATOR; to edify 
your Fellow-creatures; and to improve Yourfclf in 
Knowledge and Hoiinefs.—Obferve the Frame of 
your Spirit in religious Duties. With what Reluc¬ 
tance they are undertaken, and with what Indevo¬ 
tion performed; with how many Wanderings of 
Thought, and how much Dulnefs of Defire.—How 
often, in tranfadling common Affairs, You feel the 
inordinate Sallies of Paflion, the Workings of evil 
Concupifcence, or the Intrufion of foolifh Ima¬ 
ginations. 

Rcgifler 

* llle wlut fiats Arcana Sodalibus olim 
Crtdebat Libris : neque Ji male cejjerat ufquam 
Decurreus alio, neque ft bene ; quo fit, ut omnis 
Voti<va patent velu/i deferipta Tabella 
Vita Senis. 


Ho rat. Sat. 
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Regifter thofe fecret Faults, to which None but 
your own Confcience is privy, and which None but 
the all-feeing Eye difeerns.—Often review thefe in- 
terefting Memoirs. Frequently contemplate Your- 
fclf in this faithful Mirror. And don’t be afraid, 
to fee your Wants and WeakncITcs; Depravity of 
your Heart, and the Iniquity of your Life.—-An 
Artift, fometime ago, took a Survey of your Eflate. 
Drew the Form, and meafured the Dimenfions, of 
each Inclofure. Pictured out every Hedge, and 
fcarce omitted a Angle Tree, which grew upon the 
Premifes.—A£t thus with your Will, your Under- 
ftanding, your Affections. Thefe are your noble 
internal Demefne. Of which none but Yourfeif 
can be a competent Surveyor. 

Ther. It is unreafonable and prepofferous, I mud 
acknowledge, to be minutely exact in meaner Mat¬ 
ters, and to ufe no Accuracy of Infpe&ion in the 
moil momentous Affairs. To have a corredt Draught 
of our Lands, which are a tranfimt Inheritance; and 
no Map of that everlajling Poffdlkm, the Soul. 

Afp. Gratify me then, my dear Theron, in this 
Particular. As I purpofe to fet out very early in the 
Morning, I fhall infift upon it; that You do not rife 
before your ufual Time, in order to compliment my 
Departure. But I now make it my lajl Wifh, and 
my parting Requeft, that You will, for fome Months 
at leaft, keep a Diary. 

You have wondered at my Opinion, concerning 
the Corruption of our Nature, and the Infufficiency 
of our Righteoufncfs. This may feem flrange, this 
may appear Blocking, to a Mind unacquainiai with 
itfelf. But, when You have fearched your Heart, 
by this Probe j when you have felt the Pulfe of 

your 
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your Soul, by Self-examination : then, You will 
be better able to judge of my Sentiments, and en¬ 
ter into the Reafons of my Faith. 

By this Means, We fhall alfo difeover the Sins* 
which raoft cafily befet Us; which moft frequently 
elude our Vigilance, and baffle our Refolution. We 
fhall learn, bow to poft our Guard ; when to exer- 
cife the ftrifleft Watch; and where to direft the 
Artillery of Prayer.—In a Word } We fhall learn* 
better than from ten thoufand Volumes, to know 
Ourselves. A Knowledge, which was fup- 
pofed, by the antient Philofophers, to defeend from 
Heaven * ; and which, 1 believe, our Chijiian Di¬ 
vines will allow, has a happy Tendency to lead 
People thither. Becaufe, of all other Preparatives, 
it beft difpofes them for that bleffed REDEEMER, 
who is the Way, the only Way to thofe blifsful 
Manfions. 

Now I have mentioned a TVay, let me fuppofe 
You traveling through an unknown Country. You 
come to a Place, where the Road divides itfelf into 
two equally inviting Parts. You are at a lofs, which 
Track to purfue. Whofe Diredfion will You choofe 
to follow? That Man’s, who has palled through 
neither of them ? That Man’s, who has palled through 
one of them only ? Or that Man’s, who has palled 
and repaired them both ?—To wait for an Anfwer, 
would be an Affront to your Judgment. Only let 
me obferve that the laft is your Afpajio'% Cafe. He 
has traveled long, and proceeded far, even in your 
Path. All, that Circumfpedlion and Affiduity j all* 
that Prayer and Self-denial; all, that Falling and 

Alms* 


■E Ceelo dejeendit, Qtavlti. 


JUVEN. 



DIALOGUE XIV. 315 

Alms, and every other Means of Grace could do ; 
in order to eftablifti a Righteoufnefs of his own, has 
been done. But to no Purpofe.—He has alfo trod 
every Step in the Way, which he recommends to 
his beloved Friend. He has made the Trial, con¬ 
cerning the Righteoufnefs, without Works, or the 
Righteoufnefs of GOD imputed. He can fet his 
Probatum ejl , to whatfoever He advifes on this Sub¬ 
ject ; and may venture to fay, with his Divine 
MASTER, We /peak that We do know *, and 
teftify that We have experienced. 

Ther. I am forry to obferve, that the Night is 
coming on, and our Converfation almoft at an End. 
My Regret is increafed, by the Confideration of your 
intended Journey.—Though Bufinefs obliges You 
to depart it will, I hope, afford You Leifure to 
write. This will be fome Compenfation for the 
Want of your Company. 

Yonder Sun is finking below the Horizon, and 
juft taking his Leave of our Earth. To retard the 
departing Radiance, at leaft to alleviate the approach¬ 
ing Lofs, thofe weftern Clouds catch the Rays; and 
refleCt them to our View, in a moft amuftng Diver- 
fity of Colours. By this Means, We enjoy the great 
Luminary in his Beams, even when his Orb is with¬ 
drawn from our Sight.—An cpiftolary Correlpon- 
dence has fomething of-'the fame Nature. Letters 
may be called, the Talk of abfent Friends. By this 
Expedient, they communicate their Thoughts, even 
though Countries, Kingdoms, or Seas intercept their 
Speech. You muft, therefore, promife me this Sa¬ 
tisfaction. That I may converfe with my Afpafio by 

the 


* John iii. 11, 
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the Pen, when I can no longer have an Intercourfe 
with Him in Per/on. 

Jfp, You have anticipated me, Therort, Other- 
wife, what is now my Promife, would have been 
my Requeft. 

I cannot but take notice of another Particularity, 
in that magnificent Aflemblage of Clouds. How 
they varied their Appearance, as the Lamp of Day 
changed its Situation.—A little while ago, thofe 
Curtains of the Sky, were ftrcaked with Orange 
or tinged with Amber. Prefently, they borrow the 
Blufh of the Rofe, or the foftened Red of the Pink. 
Ere long, they glow with Vermilion, or deepen into 
Crimfon. Soon fucceeds the Purple, more beauti¬ 
ful and grand than any imperial Robe; and as foon 
(thus tranfient is all fublunary Grandeur!) gives 
place to the fable Veil of Evening, or faddens into 
the gloomy Pall of Night.—Such, I truft, will be 
the Miie of my Theron ’s prefent Apprehenfions. 
All his fplendid Ideas of human Excellency and 
Self-righteoufnefs, will become faint; will lofe their 
imaginary Luftre; till, at length, they fade away, 
and darken into abfolute Self-abafement. —Then, the 
Grace of free Juftification, will be amiable, will be 
definable, as the Beauties of the Dawn, breaking 
upon the Shades of Night. Then, You will make 
no Difficulty, to fay with the Pfalmift and with the 
Apoftle; Bltjfed is the Mart, unto whom GOD im~ 
futeth Righteoufnefi without Works *. 

* Rom. iv. 6 . 
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LETTER I; 

ASPASio to thekok; 


Dear The Ron, 


I AM now at the Seat of my Worthy Friend 
Camillas j where Bufinefs and Inclination will 
fix me for fome Weeks.-—This Evening We had 
a moft pleaftng Ramble. I have met with nothing 
fo agreeable, fince I left your Houfc, and loft your 
Company. 

The Time was juft arrived* and the Scene was 
fully opened, which furnifhed our great Poet with 
his fine Defcription; 


Vol. II. 


New 


X 
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Now was the Sun in wejlern Cadence low. 

From Noon ; and gentle Airs , due at their Hour, 

To fan the Earth now ivak'd, and ujhcr in 
The Evening cool. 

At this Juinjure, Camillas invited me to take the 
Air,—We walked, feveral Times, along a clofe fhady 
Alley, arched with the Foliage of Filberts. Here, 
hkl from every Eye, and the whole World with¬ 
drawn from our View, We feemed like Monish rul¬ 
ing in their Cloyfters.—Turning fhort at the End, 
We enter a parallel Range of majeftic and uniformly 
fpreading Walnut-trees. This Tranfition, wasfome- 
what like advancing, through a low Porch, into 
the Ifles of a magnificent Cathedral. The broad 
Leaf, and large Trunk, of thofe lordly Trees— 
their very diffufive Spread, added to their prodi¬ 
gious Height—give them an Air of uncommon Dig¬ 
nity. It fwells the Imagination with vaft Ideas, 
and entertains Us with a romantic Kind of Delight, 
to expatiate amidft fuch huge Columns, and under 
fuch fuperb Elevations, of living Architecture. 

Quitting our Cathedral, We turn once again, 
and pafs into a grand Colonade of Oaks: fo regular 
in their Situation, fo fimilar in their Size, and fo 
remarkably correfpondent in every Circumftance, 
that they looked like the Twins of Nature} not only 
belonging to the fame Family, but produced at the 
fame Birth.—Through thefc lay a Walk, ftrait, fpa- 
cious, and gracefully long. Far exceeding the laft 
in the Extent of its Area, though much inferior in 
the Statelinefs of itsCieling. It put me in mind of 
that divine Benignity, which has allowed Us the 

Space 
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Space of fix Days, for the Profecution of our own 
comparatively low Affairs; and fet apart but one in 
feven, for the more immediate Attendance on the 
fublime Duty of worlhipping our CREATOR. 

This Walk was covered with the neateft Gravel ; 
and not a Weed to be feen, nor one Blade of Grafs, 
through the whole extended Surface. It Hole into 
a continual Afcent; yet fo very gradually, that the 
Rife was fcarce difcernable, either by the fearch- 
ing Eye, the toiling Feet, or the panting Breath.— 
At the Extremity, a handfome Summer-boufie (hewed 
a Flight of Steps, and half a Venetian Door. The 
reft of the Building was hid by the low-hung cluf- 
tering Branches. 

As foon as We enter the Apartment, Camillus 
throws open the Left-hand Safh; and, with it, a 
moft enlarged and amufive Pro/peii .—The Structure 
appeared fituate on the Brow of a confiderable Emi¬ 
nence. Whofc Sides were partly confufed and wild 
with broken Rocks, partly fhagged and perplexed 
with thorny Shrubs. The Spe£lator is agreeably fur- 
prifed, to find Himfelf accommodated with fo elegant 
a Manfion, on the Summit of fo rude and ruinous a 
Spot.-'-But, how greatly is his Surprife and his Sa¬ 
tisfaction augmented, when he cafts his Eye for¬ 
ward ; and beholds the beautiful Meads> which, 
from the Foot of this ragged Hill, ftretch them- 
felves into a Space almoft unmeafurable ! 

Through the Midft of this extenfive Vale, which 
was decked with the fineft Verdure, and repleniflied 
with the richeft Herbage *, a River, rolled its copious 
X 2 ' Flood. 


■ Plants 

Porrt&us Sfatiis, 13 mult« prodigut Her ba¬ 
ft ot. 
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Flood. Rolled, in a thoufand ferpentine Meanders j 
as though it was loth to leave the flowery Scene) 
and made repeated Efforts to prolong its Stay amidft 
fuch lovely ObjeCts.—Till, at laft, having loitered 
in its own Labyrinths, and wandered more than 
twice the Length * of the Meadows j having held 
a Mirror to the afpiring Poplars, and bending Wil¬ 
lows i having paid a welcome Salute to feveral or¬ 
namented Villas , and palled through the Arches of 
two or three curioufly pendent Bridges j it ieemed 
to meet the Sky, and mingle with the Horizon. 

Oppofite to the Front Window, a Cafcade fell 
from the adjacent Stream. It flashed and foamed 
along the broad Slope, indented with fmall Pits, and 
jagged with protuberant Stones. The Current, 
vexed and embarrafled, feemed to rave at the inter¬ 
vening Gbftacles ; and forcing its rapid, indignant, 
fonorous Way, ftruck the Ear with a Peal of liquid 
Thunder. Thefe fretful Waters-—let our angry Paf- 
fions obferve the Admonition, and follow the Ex¬ 
ample—foon forgot their Rage; foon recovered 
their Temper. Collected into a little Rivulet, they 
ran off' in calm and filcnt Lapfe, till they loft them- 
felvcs amongft Beds of Offer, and Plantations of 
Alder. - 

The River, widening as it flowed, was parted 
here and there by (everal little Iflands. Scattered, 
as it were, by the Hand of Chance; and raiffng 
their green Heads in the Midft of the lucid Stream; 
they prefented a moil unexpected and moft pleaffng 
Spedtacle. Some of them were tufted with Reeds, 

and 

• The River 0u/e in Btdfordjhire, by its multiplied 
Windings, makes a Space of tight ten Miles by Land, 
more, than t 'tghty by Water. 

9 
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and furrounded with Rocks and Shoals, the unmo- 
lefted Refort of Swans. Some adorned with ftately 
Porticos, and fplendid Alcoves ; the graceful Retreats 
of rural Pleafure. One, larger than the reft, feemed 
to be furnifhed with cool embowering Walks; 
fitted for ftudious Retirement, or fedate Contem¬ 
plation.-—On either Side of the charming Valley, 
Towns and Villages lay thick, and looked gay; 
adding Ornament and Variety to the Scene, and 
receiving innumerable Advantages from the palling 
Wave. 

The Whole recalled to an attentive Obferver’a 
Mind, that amiable and auguft Speflacle, which the 
Syrian * Soothfayer could not behold, without a Rap¬ 
ture of Delight;— From the Top of the Rocks I fee the 
Tribes of JEHOV AH, and from the Hills 1 be - 
hold the Habitations of his chofen People. How 
goodly are thy Tents , 0 Jacob ! and thy Tabernacles , 
O Ifrael! As the Vallics, are they fpread forth ; as 
Gardens , by the River’s Side ; as Trees of exquijite Fra - 
grance +, which the LORD hath planted; as Cedars 
»f ftatelieft Growth , fiourijhing befide the IVaters, 

We had but juft looked about Us, when a Mef- 
fenger came for Camillus. As He was called to 
fettle fome private Affairs, I chofe to ftay in this in¬ 
viting Retreat; and determined to make myfelf a- 
X 3 mends 

* Numb, xxili. 7. 

+ Numb. xxiv. 5, 6. It is well known, that the Word 
is ufed in the facred Writings, to denote either a 
delightful Perfume, Prov. vii. 17. or that aromatic Plant, 
which produces it. Cant. iv. 14.— For which Keafon, I 
think it very juftifiable, to render the Expeeflion, Trees 
of exquijite Fragrance ; and am perfuaded, it will be far 
more intelligible to the Generality of Readers, than Trees 
•fLign Aloet, 
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mends for the Lofs of Camillus’ s Company, by be¬ 
ginning a Correfpondence with my Theron.-— We 
have Pen, Ink, and Paper, in all our rural Retire¬ 
ments; that, if any Thing is flatted in Difcourfe, 
or occurs in Meditation, worthy to be remembered, 
jt may immediately be committed to Writing. 

I could not but obferve to my Friend, that, fine 
as the ProfpeCt appeared, there was one Decoration 
wanting; if fome grand Deformity may be called a 
Decoration. The Ridges of a bleak and barren 
Mountain, or the Skirts of a fun-burnt tawny Heath, 
would giye additional Livelinefs , to the ornamented 
Part of the Landfcape. Thus contrafted, their 
Beauties would acquire a new Charm, and ftrike 
with double Vigour.—This Circumftance would 
Ihew Us, what wretched Abqdes, and inhofpitahle 
Quarters might have fallen to our Share. And 
would probably awaken a more fervent Gratitude 
to the Supreme DISPOSER of Things; who 
has caft our “ Lot in a fairer Ground, and given 

us a more goodly Heritage.” 

So, a proper Knowledge of the divine Law — of 
its fublime Perfections, and rigorous Sanction— 
joined with a Conviction of our own extreme De¬ 
ficiency, and manifold TranfgrefEons—all this 
would endear the blefled JESUS to our Affec¬ 
tions, and powerfully recommend his Righteoufnefs 
to our Defires.—The Remainder of this Epiftle, 
therefore, {ball turn upon fome Inflances of Duty, 
enjoined in that facred Syftem. By which it may be 
highly ufeful to examine oi*r Conduct, and lift our 
Hearts: in which , 1 believe, we have all fallen Ihort, 
and are all become guilty: from which., We may 
learn the Imperfection of our beft Services, and fee 

the 
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the iqexpreffible Need of a better Righteoufnefs 
than our own. 

The Knowledge of GOD is the Foundation of 
all vital Religion, and indeed is the Confummation 
of human Happinefe. It is not only Matter of pre- 
fent Duty, but the very E fie nee of our future Blifs; 
This is Life eternal, to know Thee the only true GOD, 
and JESUS CHRIST whom Thou haji fent <*. 
—Yet, important and obligatory as it is, are We 
not very defective in this divine Science ? Have We 
duly acquainted Ourfelves with the marvelous Ex¬ 
cellencies of the LORD JEHOVAH? His un- 
controulable Power, and all-comprehending Wif- 
dom; his unbounded Goodnefs, and unwearied Pa¬ 
tience ; his immaculate Holinefs, and inflexible Juf- 
tice; his never-failing Faithfulncfs, and inviolable 
Veracity ?—Have We, according to the Direction of 
our infpired Tutor, purfued this facred Study on our 
Knees f; and fought this moft noble of all intellec¬ 
tual Endowments, not merely from Boohs, but prin¬ 
cipally at the Throne of Grace. Have We fought 
it, like that antient Jewijh Student, with an early 
Application, and with incefiant Afiiduity; even 
‘♦-from the Flower till the Grape was ripe J?” 

Is that fcanty Ray of Knowledge, which perhaps 
has forced itfelf through our original Darknefs, ope¬ 
rative on our Affections ? Have We loved the 
LORD our GOD with all our Heart? This is 
the firft and great Commandment JJ.—— Have We con- 
ftantly entertained the moft magnificent and honour¬ 
able Thoughts of his fublime Perfections ? Is our 
X 4 Efteem 

* John xvii. 3. f James i. 5. $ Ecflus. !i. 15. 

j| Matt. xxii. 38. 
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Efteem for this immenfcly great and moft blefled 
BEING, high, fuperlative, matchlefs? Somewhat 
like that, exprefled by the Pfalmift; Whom have 1 in 
Heaven but Thee ? And there is None upon Earth , that 
I dejire in comparifon of Thee -Have we been af¬ 
fectionately cencerned for his Glory, and zealous to 
advance his holy Religion ? Troubled, very fen- 
fibjy troubled, when our MAKER’S Honour has 
been trampled in the Dull, by licentious Tongues, 
or flagitious Deeds ? 

Have We made it our ruling Garc, to approve the 
Whole of our Life, and the moft fecrct Tranfadtions 
of our Breaft, to his all-feeing Eye ? Refolved, de¬ 
liberately refolved to facrifice, not only our darling 
Lulls, but even our moft valuable Interefts, when¬ 
ever they ftand in competition with the good Plea- 
fure of his Will ?—In a Word $ as the Hart panteth 
after the Water-brooks, with fuch vehement and »«- 
ext'tnguijhable Ardour, have We thirfted after—a 
brighter Manifeftation of his divine Attributes—r 
fome fweeter Aflurances of his fpecial Love—and 
an ever-increafing Conformity to His holy Image ? 

Such was the Temper of thofe excellent Men, 
who are characterized in the Scriptures of Truth, 
as Children of the HIGHEST, and Patterns for 
our Imitation. This is their Language; The Dejire 
of our Soul is unto thy Name , and to the Remembrance 
of Thee. With my Soul have J defir ed Thee in the 
Night j yea, with my Spirit within me will Ifeek Thee 
early t—Neither is fuch Warmth of Love, and 

Fervour 

? Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. 

f If at. xxvi- 8, g. We can hardly tell, which to ad- 
pifre melt, the Beauty of the Description, or the Piety of 
the Perfoas. I have dtftred-, and not with inactive Withes, 

but 
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Fervour of Defire, any needlefs or extravagant Pitcli 
of Deyotion; but a reafonable Service, indifpenfibly 
due, from all intelligent Creatures, to the great 
AUTHOR of their Being—in whom ajl poffiblp 
Perfections, with the utmoft Exaltation and Dig¬ 
nity, refide—from whom all Manner of Bleffings, 
in the moft copious and never-failing Communica¬ 
tions, flow. 

When We receive, from an abfent Friend , rich 
and repeated Prefents; Calks of generous Wine, or 
Jars of delicious Fruit ; We feel Ourfelves inkindled 
into a grateful Affedhon. We honour, We love tht 
Perfon, who allows Us fuch a diftinguiflied Place in 
his Heart; and exprefles his cordial Regard, by fuch 
a Series of aCtive and tender Benevolence.—The 
Blefled GOD is a Friend to Us All, infinitely 
powerful, and equally munificent. We are the 
conftant ObjeCts of his more than friendly, of his 
parental Cares. Every palfing Moment is a Mef- 
fenger of his Patience, and charged with fome To¬ 
ken of his Bounty. For our Sake, he has diffufed 
Bleffings over all the Face of the Earth; and com¬ 
manded ^vcry Element to concur, in miniftering to 
pur Accommodation. He has not only adapted his 
Benefits to our feverai Wants; but has given them 

a 

but fuch as prompt to vigorous Endeavours ; /aw '//ftek 
Thee. And early, with the moft vigilant Application and 
Unwearied Afiidnity.— The Emphafis is very much in- 
creafed, by the Addition of thole lively Words, a uitbrny 
Soul, yea •■with my Spirit ; with the whole Bent and Sway 
of my Affections, and with the fteady invariable Deter¬ 
mination of my Judgment.—Thus have J defired Thee, 
even tu the Night-, when both the Purfuits and the 
Thoughts of other People, are funk and loft in profound 
Repoie. Thus 'will I Seek Thee, with a Zeal —early as 
the rifing— eonjlant as the returning Sun. 
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f Piverfification, large as the Scope of pur Wiihes; 
and an Enrichment, far beyond all that our Fancy 
Could conceive.—Profufe Liberality! Yet fmall ant} 
fcanty, compared with his mod adorable Benignity 
in CHRIST JESUS. 

What? If GOD, willing to manifeft the fuper- 
abundant Riches of his Kindnefs, had made bare the 
Arm of his Omnipotence; and ftruck a moft mira¬ 
culous Road through the Surges of the Ocean, to 
.afford Us a fafe Paflage ?—If, to accommodate Us 
in our Travels, He had brought Waters out of the 
flinty Rock; and bid the Ravens bring Meat to our 
Pands, bid the Winds convey Manna to our Doors ? 
—If, to furnilh Us with a commodious Settlement, 

. He had dethroned mighty Kings, difpoflefled popu¬ 
lous Nations, and made the Walls of impregnable 
, Cities fall to the Ground ?—If, to further the Dif- 
patch of our Bufuiefs, or facilitate the Conqueft of 
our Enemies, He had arrefted the Sun in his meri- 
. dian Career, and laid an Embargo upon the Moon, 

■ lotting out on her nightly Tour?—In fhort, rf to 
promote our Welfare, He had fufpended the Powers, 
ynd controuled the Laws of univerfal Nature; had 
wrought all the Miracles, exhibited in the Land of 
Egypt, or recorded in the Volumes of Infpiration— 
Should We not think Ourfelves under the moft in¬ 


violable Engagements, to love the LORD our 
GOD, Ivho had done fo great Things for Us ; to 
love Him unfeignedly and ardently; to love Him 
with a fuprcme Affection, far above every other 
amiable Objefil ?—Yet, We have greater, incom- 
*3jrarably greater Obligations to our Almighty BE- 
vjNEFACTOR. For (hear O Heavens! won¬ 
der O Earth! and let Eternity dwell, upon the ftu- 
Jhf., • pendous 
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pendous Truth!) GOD /pared net bis SON—hie 
own SON —his tranfcendently glorious and divinely 
excellent S ON— but delivered him up to the deepe# 
Humiliation, and to the moft accurfed Death, for 
Us Men and our Salvation. 

O, Thcronl Have We been imprefled with Won¬ 
der, at the Contemplation of this Goodnefs ? Have 
our Hearts glowed with Gratitude, under a Senfe of 
thefe Mercies ? Surely, No Man need be convitfted 
of any other Crime, at the great Tribunal, than 
Infenfibility of fuch Love, and Ingratitude for fuch 
Favours. This, without the Accdfion of horrid 
Impieties, is enough to leave Him abfolutely inex- 
cufable. This is enough to prove Him one of the 
moft diftngenuous , and moft detejiable of Creatures. 

Have We exercifed Ourfelves in frequent Thanh/- 
giving f Many are the Exhortations to this honour¬ 
able Duty. Praife thy GOD, 0 Sion *: Praife ftitp 
for his mighty Ads + : PraiJ'e Him according to his ex- 
,{client Greatnefs J.—Innumerable are the Incitements 
to abound in this plcafant Service. Every Comfqntr 
has a Voice, and cries in the Ear of Reafon; O f 
that Men would therefore praife the LORD for his 

Goodnefs. 

* Pfal. cxlvii. 12. f Pial. cl. a. 

$ Among thefe Exhortations, Wemayrank that beau¬ 
tiful and devout Addrels to GOD, nibrin A!8l> 

Pfal. xxii. 3. Thou that inhabit eft —Light inacceflible. 
fhall I fay? The Regions of lmmeniity, or the Agesqf 
Eternity i No; but what is a more exalted Character— 
The Praifes of ljrael Finely fignifying, that Praife isa 
molt acceptable Sacrifice; which the Divine MAJES¬ 
TY vouchfafes to regard with peculiar Delight.—Inti¬ 
mating alfo, that the Exrrcife of Praife {hould not bean 
occafional I hing, like a tranfeenf Vifit to a Stranger’* 
Houfe; but a daily and almoft unintt minted Service, lilfe 
the Jlaied Reftdence of a Perfon in his own Habitation. 
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Goadnefs. Every Deliverance enforces the Addrefs, 
and furnifhes frelh Materials for the heavenly Em. 
ploy.—The Man after GOD’s own Heart declares, 
as an inviting Example for our Practice; I will blefs 
the LORD at all Times • His Praife Jhall continually 
be in my Mouth *; Yea, as long as l have any Being, 
J will fmg Praifes unto my GOD f.—Indeed, when 
We cojifider the inexhauftibly rich Bounty of 
GOD our CREATOR, and the inconceivably 
tender Mercy of GOD our REDEEMER, it is 
both ftrange and deplorable, that the Love of GOD 
is not always prevailing in our Hearts, and the Lan¬ 
guage of Praife ever flowing from our Lips, 

I will notfuppofe our Character fo irreligious, that 
We have negle£fced the daily Worfhip pf GOD, 
either in our Clofet, or in our Family.—-But, have 
we prayed with that profound reverential Awe, which 
is due to the HIGH and LOFTY ONE, who 
inhabiteth Eternity ? —Have We made our Supplica¬ 
tions with that fervent Importunity , which may in 
Come meafure correfpond with the extreme Indigence 
of our State, and the invaluable Worth of the Blef- 
fings We crave Have our Petitions been attended 
with that Jleady Affiance , which may glorify the Good- 
nefs, the Power, the Veracity of the LORD? 
May evidently declare. That He is rich in Mercy , to 
Jill that call upon Him J: that He is the LORD 
JEHOVAH , in whom is everlafting Strength \\: 
that He is the GOD of Truth, and faithful for ever §, 
We call Him FATHER: but have We trufted 
in Him, with that unfufpe£ting, chearful, filial Con¬ 
fidence, which a Child repofes on the Fidelity and 

Indul- 

* $*&!, xxxiv. i. f Pfal, cxlvi. z. J Rom. 
x. ]2. || Ifei. xxvi. 4. § Deut. xxxii. 4.. 



in. I. ASPASIO TO THEROtf.’ 335 

Indulgence of fuch an earthly Relative i Have Wc 
not entertained, too often entertained narrow, dis¬ 
honourable, beggarly Appreheniions, concerning the 
Treafures of his Liberality, and the Bowels of his 
Pity ? Rating them even lower than our Parent’s, 
our Friend’s, or our own. 

Have We been careful to carry the Spirit of our 
Prayers into our ordinary Convcrfation ; and waited 
at the Door, as well as approached to the Throne of 
Grace ?—Amidft the Intervals of our folemn Devo¬ 
tions, have We cultivated an ejaculatory Intcrcourfe 
with Heaven? How highly would the ambitious 
Courtier prize, and how frequently would He ufe a 
privy Key, which fhould give Him, at all Hours, 
free Admittance to his Sovereign. This Key of Ad¬ 
mittance, only to an infinitely more exalted PO¬ 
TENTATE, We all poflefs in the Practice of 
mental Afpirations to GOD.—It is certainly the 
nobleft Employ, and will be the richcft Improvement 
of our Thoughts, to fend them in fuch fhort Em- 
baffies to the KING of Kings; and to derive, by 
fuch occafional Sallies * of Faith, a renewed Supply 

from 

* We have, in Scripture, very remarkable Tnftances 
of the Succefs, which has attended ejaculatory Prayer.— 
Obferve Nebemiah: He Hands before Abafuerus, appre- 
henfive of the Monarch’s Difpleafure, yea deiirous to fo- 
licit Him in Behalf of Jerufalem. To be delivered from 
his Fears, and to obtain his Defires, what Method does 
He ufe? The mean and fervile Arts of Flattery? No; 
but the manly and devout Expedient of Prayer. 1 pray¬ 
ed, fays the Patriot, to the GOD of Heaven.—We cannot 
fuppofe, that He fell on his Knees, or fpoke with hit 
Lips, while He continued in the royal Prefence. But he 
darted up his Soul in Jtlent Supplication. Which Sup¬ 
plication “ pierced the Clouds i” reached the eternal 
Throne; and returned not again till a BIdling was fent- 

Such 
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from the Fountain of all Good. How great a Lofe- 
then mtift it be to our fpiritual Interefb, and how 
contemptuous a Difrogard of the ever-prefent J E*- 

HOVAW, 

Such as totally averted the Wrath, He dreaded ; and 
procured Favour and Affiftance, much larger than He 
expedted. Kebtm. ii. 4. 

When David heard, that Abitpphel. the ableft Politician 
in his Kingdom, was revolted to Abjalom ; fcnfiblc what a 
Lofs his Affairs had fudained, and wliat an Advantage 
the rebellious Party had acquired, He betook Himfelf to 
his GOD. He fiaid not for an Opportunity of Retire¬ 
ment, but inftantly and upon the Spot cried; O LORD, 
I pray Thee, turn the Counfel of Ahitophel into Foolijhnefs ! 
— h Jhort Addrefs, but very efficacious. HE, who dif- 
appointeth the Devices of the Crafty, fent a Spirit of In¬ 
fatuation among the Rebels ; and inclined them to rejedl 
the Advice of that judicious Statefman. Which falfe 
Step brought upon their horrid Entcrprize, the Ruin it 
deferved ; and chagrined the wretched Traitor, even to 
Rage, Frenzy, and Suicide, z Sam. xv. 31. xvii. 23. 

A my it tor , at a memorable Period of his Life, was un* 
der great Did refs of Confcience, and harafled by violent 
Temptations. He made his Cafe known to an experi¬ 
enced Friend ; who faid, Amyntor, Ton do not pray. —Sur- 
prifed at this, He replied ; “ I pray, if fuch a Thing be 
“ poflible, too much. I can hardly tell, how many Times 
“ in the Day, I bow my Knee before GOD; almoft 
* r to the Omiffion of my other Duties, and the Negledt 
“ of my necrifary Studies.”—" You millake my Mean- 
“ ing, dear Amyntor. I do not refer You to the Cere- 
“ mony of the Knee, but to the Devotion of the Heart. 
“ Which negledis not any Bufinefs, but intermingles 
“ Prayer with all. Which, in every Place, looks unto 
“ the LORD ; and, on every Occafion, lifts up an in- 

digent longing Soul for the Supply of his Grace. This 
** (added He, and fpoke with a peculiar Vehemence) 
** this is the Prayer which all the Devils in Hell cannot 
** wlthftand.”—This, I would farther obferve, is the 
Prayer, which brings down fomevvhat of Heaven into 
the Heart; in which I would myfelf defire to abound; 
and would earneftly recommend, to all my Acquaintance, 
and all my Readers. 
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H O V A H, to omit entirely, or long to difcontinuS 
this moft beneficial Pra&icc of habitual Adoration ? 
—Can You, my dear Theron, acquit Yourfelf on 
this Article of Enquiry? Has not every Day of your 
Life been a Day of Negligence in this Refpcft ? 
Been a perpetual Difobedience to our S A VI OUR’s 
Injunftion; Men ought , in this Manner, always to 
fray, and not to faint *. 

Have We fan&ified the Sabbath? Has the 
LORD’S Day, with all its folemn and facred Of-' 
fices, been our Delight ?—Have We remembered 
that diftinguilhed Portion of our Time, as Jacob 
remembered the delightful Interv iew at Penicl? Have 
We expected it, as Merchants expert the Arrival of 
a ridfly laden Veflel? Have We improved it, as 
Htiibandmen improve the fhining Hours of the Har- 
veft ?~—Have We wholly laid afide every earthly En¬ 
gagement ; not /peaking our own Words f, nor allovv- 
ing Ourfelves in any Gratifications, which may in¬ 
terrupt our Communion with the FATHER of 
Spirits ? Has one Day in his Courts been preferable to' 
a Thoufand f, fpent either in the Works of our Call-, 
ing, or in the Scenes of Recreation ?—Have the Me¬ 
morials of our REDEEMER’S dying Merits, 
and the Seals of his unchangeable Loving-kindnefs, 
been relifhed as a Feaft, and prized as a Portion ? 

Have We honoured GOD’s holy Word? —What 
greater Mark of Difefteem, than to defpife a Perfon’s 
Difcourfe; and not to .think his Speech worthy of 
our Notice ? Efpecially, when He addreffes Us with 
very great Serioufnefs, and with the utmoft Affect 
tion. In our Bible, the GOD of Glory fpeaks to 

his 


* Luke xviii. t. 
Jxxxiv. 10. 


f Ifai. Iviii, 13. 


t Pfal. 
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bit Creatures; fpeaks with the moll perfuafive Ener-s 
gy, and with all the Yearnings of parental Tender- 
nefs. Have We liftened to our CREATOR* 
with Reverence and Delight; and rejoiced with 
Trembling at *-Tbusfaith the LORD? 

Have We fearched the Oracles of Truth, not 
merely as Scholars, but as Sinners ; not from a Spirit 
of Curiofity, or with an Air of Formality, but with 
a Solicitude and Ardour, becoming Perfons who 
enquire after the SAVIOUR of their loft Souls? 
Have We fubmitted our inmoft Thoughts to their 
impartial Scrutiny; to receive Conviction of Sin 
from their awful Remonftrances, and to hear the 
Sentence of Condemnation at their righteous Bar 
Have We been willing to fuffer the Reproach of 
tonfeious Bafeneft, while they have ripped up the Dif- 
guifes of Fafthood j laid open our fecret Iniquities; 
and brought all our evil Ways to Remembrance ? 
Thus Jofiab aCted. His Heart was tender, and He 
humbled Himfelf before the LORD ; He rent his 
Clothes, and wept before the LORD-, when He heard 
the Words of the Book of the Law *. 

Have We hid the glad Tidings of the Gofpel, 
within our Memories, within our Hearts ? Have We 
been diligent to fuck this Honeycomb f of Grace, by 
concomitant Meditation, and fubfequent Prayer ?— 
Have We valued the precious Promifes, as Gentle¬ 
men of Wealth value the Writings of their private 
Eftates; or as enfranchifed Bodies efteem the Char¬ 
ter of their public Privileges ?—Have We, like the 
princely Patriarch, longpd for thofe Words of Edi¬ 
fication, Exhortation and Comfort, more than for our 

neceflary 

f Cant. v. t. 


* a Chron. xxxiv. 27. 
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neceflary Food * ? And, like the royal Prophet, 
prevented the Night-watches, that We may be 
occupied in thofe Statutes f and Ordinances of 
Heaven ? 

We have hitherto confined the Examination, to 
a few Inftances of the affirmative Kind ; how dread¬ 
fully will the dark Account be fwelled, if, inftead 
of Love and Obedience, there be Hatred and Op- 
pofition— Hatred of the Name, Glory, and Wor- 
(hip of GOD— Oppofition to his Interefl, King¬ 
dom, and Service! 

GOD is infinite Perfe£l>on: worthy of all Admi¬ 
ration: exalted above all Praife. Yet do not our 
Thoughts more frequently, or more naturally turn 
upon our own Accomplifhments, than upon the il- 
luftrious and fhining Attributes of the ALMIGH¬ 
TY? This is, in itfelf, the moft fhameful Dotage , 
and, in GOD’s Sight, the moft abominable Idola¬ 
try. Yet, let Us obferve, and We (hall probably 
find, that, as Damps arife in the Mines, or Fogs 
in the fenny Grounds, fo naturally, and fo copioufly 
do thefe felf-admiring Reflections arife in our de¬ 
praved Minds. 

GOD is an everlajling King. Have We not 
often refitted his Authority, by open Difobedience ; 
often difputed it, by fecret Murmuring ? Have We 
not, as far as in Us lay, depofed the omnipotent 
SOVEREIGN, and exalted Self into the 
Throne ? Made Self-will our Law, and Self-pleafing 
our End ? Thus adding Sacrilege to Rebellion ? 

GOD is tranfcendently gracious and amiable,— 
Amiable as He is, have We not too often Spurned 
Him from our AffeCtions, by being Lovers of Plea- 
Vot. II. Y Jure, 

+ Pfal, cxix. 148 . 


• Job xxiii. 12; 
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furi, more than Lovers of GOD* F Gracious as He 
is, have We not too long turned our Backs upon 
Him, by forgetting his Benefits; being infenfible 
of his Prefence; and not having fo much as a real 
Defire to ferve or glorify Him ? O! how common, 
yet how heinous, is this Iniquity! It is a total De¬ 
parture from the great End of our Exiftence. It 
renders our whole Life one continual Sin. Nay, 
it is a Complication of Sins; it is every Tranfgref- 
fion in Embrio. What is the Stubbornnefs of ca- 
refied Children, and the Negligence of entrufted 
Servants? What is the Indifference and Difdain 
of obliged Dependants ? What the Deceit and 
Treachery of chofen Favourites ? Is not each of 
thefe Practices, odious, vile, provoking? Yet they 
are all included in that one grand Evil, an habitual 
Forgetfulnefs of the bleiled GOD. 

Awake, Confcience! Summoned and charged as 
Thou art, in Behalf of thy fupreme LORD, bear 
an impartial Teftimony. Then, I am perfuaded, 
the Pharifee in our Breads, like the Man unfurnifhed 
with the Wedding-garment, mud be fpeechlefs and 
confounded; mud dand felf-convidted and felf- 
condcmned. 

Is our Heart warm with brotherly Love ?•— Good- 
manners will put Expreffions of Civility into our 
Mouths; but has a Power from on High implanted 
the royal Law of Charity in our Breads ? The Cha- 
rafter of a Gentleman requires a Deportment accef- 
fible, obliging, and courteous: has the Spirit of 
Chrijlianity taught Us to love, not in Word or plau- 
fible Appearance only, but in Deed and in Truth f ?— 

J3o 

• 2 Tim. ili. 4. f l John iii. 18. 

9 
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Do We love our Neighbours, not merely on ac¬ 
count of fome Relation they bear Us, or fome Ser¬ 
vices they have done Us? But, becaufe they are 
Creatures of the blefled GOD; are the Objects of 
his providential Care; and capable at lead of being 
conformed to his Image ? Do We love them, be¬ 
caufe We hope, that the LORD JESUS CHRIST 
has bought them with his Blood; and has made, or 
will make them Partakers of his SPIRIT, and 
Members of his Myftical Body ? 

Are We fincerely concerned for their Credit and 
Intereft; for their prefent Welfare, and eternal 
Happinefs? Do We embrace all Opportunities of 
promoting, both the one, and the other ? Embrace 
them with the fame Alacrity, and improve them with 
the fame Zeal, which actuate Us in purfuing our 
ozvh Felicity ?—If they exceed Us in all that is 
amiable, and all that is profperous, do We con¬ 
template their fuperior Excellence with a real Com¬ 
placency, and their more abundant Succefs with a 
real Satisfaction ? Is Selfjhmfs, that exorbitant En- 
croacher, kept within Bounds; and do We feck, 
not barely our own , but another's Wealth ? 

Do We diflike to hear, and abhor to fpread, de¬ 
famatory Tales; even when our Adverfaries are the 
Men, whom they tend to blacken ?—When rudely 
affronted, or caufelefly abufed, do We pity the Of¬ 
fenders, for the Wrong done to their own Souls; ra¬ 
ther than kindle into Refentment, at the Indignity 
offered to Ourfelves?—When greatly injured, are 
We flow to Anger, and not eafily provoked ? Are 
We much more willing to be reconciled, than to 
foment Difpleafure, and profecute Revenge ? In a 
Word; do We love our Enemies ; blefs them , that 

Y 2 curfe 
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curfe Us; do Good to them, that hate Us: and pray 
for them , which defpitefully ufe Us, and perfecute Us* ? 
—Without this loving and lovely Difpofition, We 
abide, fays the Apoftle, in Death f; are deftitute 
of fpiritual, and have no Fitnefs for eternal Life. 

Let me add—Are all our Graces, and all our 
Works, clothed with Humility? This fhould be the 
Drcfs, in which they feverally appear; as well as the 
Bond of Connexion, which unites them all —Do 
We maintain a very low Opinion of our own Ac- 
complifhments, and in Honour prefer Others to Our- 
felves || ? Habitually fenfible, that We are lefs than 
the leaft of the divine Mercies, and the very chiefeft 
of Sinners. 

I might eafily have branched out all the preced¬ 
ing Subjects, into a much greater Variety of inter¬ 
rogatory Articles. But I intend only to prefent 
You with a Specimen. Your own Meditations wilt 
enlarge the Sketch, and fupply what is defe&ive. 
Only let me beg of You, my dear Friend, to try 
your State by this Touchftone j to prove your Con¬ 
duct by this Standard. And may the FATHER 
of Lights give You an Underftanding, to difeern 

the 

* Matt. v. 44. What Manner of Low is this ? How dif- 
interefted ! how extenfive! how triumphant! Muft not 
all the boafted Benevolence of the Philofopher and Mo- 
ralift, ftrike Sail to this evangelical Charity? Muft not 
both Moralift and Philofopher acknowledge the Necef- 
fity of a divine Operation, thus to enlarge, exalt, and 
refine the focial Affeftions ? 

' + 1 John iii. 14. 

J 1 Pet. v. 5. Drefs, Bond —The unufual Word 
Saaxo-St is fuppofed to have both thefe Significations. 

|| Rom. xii. 10. 
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the exa£t Purity and fublime Perfe&ion of his holy 
Law! 

Have You lived in the uninterrupted Ofcfervance 
of all thefe Duties: avoiding whatever is forbidden, 
and obeying whatever is commanded ? Your out¬ 
ward Behaviour, I know, has been free from no¬ 
torious Violations; but has your inward Temper 
been preferved, from all ungodly Motions, and 
from every irregular Defire ? Is there no Enmity in 
your Heart to any of the Precepts ; nor any Back- 
wardnefs, nor any Failure, in performing each and 
every Injunction ? 

When You put thefe Queftions to Yourfelf, re¬ 
member; That every Sin is a Contempt of infinite 
Majefty, and fupreme Authority. That every Sin 
pollutes the Soul, and renders it a Kind of Hell; 
is a Departure from GOD, and an Imitation of 
the Devil. That the Wages due to every Sin, is 
eternal Death ; and the Doom denounced on every 
Sinner, is an everlafting Curfe.—Remember; That 
if You fail in one Point, or in any Degree, You are 
guilty of all *. Nay; if your Conformity be not 
perfevering as well as perfefl , You incur the Pe¬ 
nalty, and are abandoned to Condemnation —un¬ 
less, renouncing all your perfonal Performances, 
You place your whole Affiance on a SAVIOUR’S 
Atonement, and a SAVIOUR’S Righteoufnefs. 
—I think, You will not dare to put the Iffue of 
your everlafting State upon the former Footing. 
Which is not only hazardous, but muft be inevit¬ 
ably ruinous. You will infinitely rather, choofe to 
acknowledge Yourfelf a poor Infolvent; and plead 
the unfearchable Riches of your REDEEMER’S 
Y 3 Obe- 

* James ii. 10. Gal. iii. 10. 
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Obedience; and rely on the unparalleled Merit of 
your R E D E E M E R’s Blood. 

To thofc who believe, the Law, though JlriSt , is 
not terrible. Becaufe, be its Precepts of Holinefs 
ever fo extenfive, they have been moft completely 
fulfilled by their glorious SURETY. Be its penal 
Sanctions ever fo rigorous, they have been fatisfied 
to the utmoft, by their great MEDIATOR.— 
Believers, therefore, may make their Boaft of their 
adorable SPONSOR. They may fit under bis 
Shadow with great Delight *. While the Thunder- 
ings of Mount Sinai, and all the Terrors of the le¬ 
gal Difpenfation, tend only to increafe and quicken 
the refrefhing Senfe of their Safety. Juft as the Pol- 
fefl'or of a plentiful Eftate, in fome peaceful and pro- 
fperous Country, repofes Himfeif under the Shade 
of his Vine, or the Shelter of his Fig-tree j and, 
hearing of the Wars which embroil, or the Plagues 
which depopulate other Nations, taftes, with aug¬ 
mented Relifti, his own Felicity. 

Let me clofe with the affectionate and emphatical 
Wifli of an infpired epiftolary Writer. That the 
LORD of Peace may give my dear Theron Peace 
—always—-ly all Means f / Then I {hall think, my 
Wifkcs are accomplishing, and this Blefling is at the 
Door, when He fees the Purity of the divine Law— 
r—fees the Depravity of his own Nature—and the 
lmpoffibility of being juftified, without an Intereft In 
the great MEDIATOR’S Righteoufnefs. That 
Righteoufnefs, which, as it is the only Hope, and the 
fonftant Joy, i$ therefore the darling Theme, of 

Your eyer faithful 

Aspasio. 

P. S. 


9 Cant, 3. 


t 9 Theft', iii- 16. 
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P. S. Shall I abridge the preceding Letter, and con- 
trad: the Whole into thofe two great Com¬ 
mandments, which made the firft awakening 
Impreffions on my own Mind ? Thou Jhalt love 
the LORD thy GOD with all thy Heart: 
Thou Jhalt love thy Neighbour as thyself. 
—-Amazing! faid your Afpajio. Are tbcfe the 
Commands of GOD? As obligatory, as the 
Prohibition of Adultery, or the Obfervation 
of the Sabbath ? Then has my whole Life 
been a continual Ail of Difobedience. Not a 
Day, no, nor an Hour, in which I have per¬ 
formed my Duty.—This Convi&ion ftruck 
me, as the Hand-writing upon the Wall 
ftruck the prefumptuous Monarch.—It pur- 
fued me, as Saul purfued the Chrijlians , not 
only to my own Houfe, but even to diftant 
Cities.—Nor ever gave up the great Can- 
troverfy, till, under the Influences of the 
SPIRIT, it brought me weary and heavy 
laden to JESUS CHRIST. 


LETTER II. 

THERON TO ASPASIO. 

Dear Aspasio, 

M°” E , than three Weeks are elapfed, fince 
You favoured me with your improving Com¬ 
pany. During which Interval, I have frequently 
Y 4 recol- 


344 THERON TO ASPASIO. 1 LET. 2. 

recollected the moft material Parts of our late Dif- 
courfes. I have carefully confidered, both the 
Dodrines You advanced, and the Anfwers You 
returned to my feveral Objections.—I have often 
reviewed your valuable Letter; have ufed it as a 
Touch-Jlonc , to examine my State; and have, with 
great Punctuality, obferved your parting Advice.—I 
have fat, every Evening, for a Piiiure of my Mind ; 
and have endeavoured to take a true unflattering 
Draught of all its diflinguifhing Qualities. And 
if the Diary is a faithful Mirror, if it does not ag¬ 
gravate the Deformity of my Features, I fhall be 
absolutely out of Conceit with myfelf: I fhall ever 
entertain the meancjl Opinion of my own, either 
moral or religious Qualifications. 

Where is that intenfe and fupreme Love of G OD, 
which his tranfcendent Perfections challenge, and his 
ineffable Goodnefs claims ?—Where that firm and 
joyful Reliance on CHRIST JESUS , in any 
Degree proportioned to his infinite Merits and in¬ 
violable Promifes ?—Where that cordial and tender 
AffeCtion for my Fellow-cbri/lians, which is due to 
the Servants of a Divine REDEEMER; the 
People whom He ranfomed by his Agonies, and 
purchafed with his very Blood ?—Where is the In- 
cenfe of holy Contemplation and refined Defire l 
Where the Flame of fervent Devotion and ever 
aCtive Zeal ? Such as become the living Temple of 
GOD, in which his moft immaculate and glorious 
SPIRIT vouchfafes to refide.—Thefe fundamen¬ 
tal Graces, like the grand Organs in the animal 
Syftem, ihould impart Health to the Soul, and 
fpread the Beauty of Holinefs through all the Con- 
verfetion. But thel'e, alas! far from beating with 
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a vigorous and uniform Pulfe, hardly heave with 
Life; only juft ftruggle, now and then, with fome 
faint, intermitted, uneven Throws. 

How fcldom do my Aftions fpring from Grati¬ 
tude to the everlafting BENEFACTOR, or aim 
at the Glory of his fuper-excelient MAJESTY? 
—In addrefling the KING immortal, invifible, 
how languid are my AfFe&ions, and how wander¬ 
ing is my Attention? H<Av great my Unbelief, and 
how little my reverential Awe?—I receive innu¬ 
merable Mercies; but where are my Returns of 
correfpondent Thankfulnefs ? I am vifited with 
many gracious Chaftifements; but without proper 
Refignation, or due Improvement.—Alas for my 
heartlefs Devotions, my lifelefs Virtues, and the 
Multitude of my refined Iniquities ! —Hid behind the 
Mafk of outward Decency, and fome cuftomary 
Forms of Religion, I was altogether unacquainted 
with my fpiritual State. I fancied myfelf rich, and 
increafed with Goods , and to have Need of Nothing: 
even while I was wretched, and inferable , and poor, 
and blind, and naked *. 

If 1 look back, and review the Years of Youth 
and Manhood, what has been the Tenour, what is 
the Afpedl of my Life ? More like a defolate and 
horrid Wildernefs; than a cultivated Garden, or a 
fruitful Vineyard.—In Youth, what fordid Gratifica¬ 
tions of Appetite! In Manhood, what bafe Compli¬ 
ances with a wicked World! In both, what Sholes 
of evil Inclinations have polluted my Heart! What 
Swarms of vain Imaginations have debafed my 
Thoughts! What frothy and unprofitable Words 
have dropt from my Lips!—By all which, how have 

I 


* Rev. iii. 17. 
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I difobeyed, and how difhonoured GOD! How 
have I denied, and how crucified the LURD JE¬ 
SUS CHRIST! — And yet fuppofe myfelf, all 
the while, to be good enough ! 

It is fomething unaccountable, that a Perfon of my 
inquifitive Difpofition, fliould, through the Courfe 
of fo many Years, be fuch an utter Stranger to Him- 
fclf. I wonder at my own prepojierous Folly!—To 
travel Into foreign Countries, and vifit the mod re¬ 
nowned Cities of Europe ; yet never ftep over the 
Threfhold, nor look within the Apartments of my 
own Breaft.—To carry on a Correfpondence with 
my Friends; even in the romoteft Nations; and 
never enter upon a Conference, nor hold any In¬ 
telligence with my own Heart!—To enquire after 
News from the Fleet, News from the Army, News 
from the Court; yet exercife neither Curiofity nor 
•Care, with regard to the Hope of Heaven, and the 
Concerns of Eternity!—What egregious Mifcon- 
dudl is this! A mod pernicious Error, in the Oe- 
conomy of religious Life. 

Sometimes, I have caft a tranfient Glance on my 
tutward Behaviour; but never extended my Search 
to the Delinquent, the Traitor, the Rebel within .— 
And even my outward Behaviour has been furveyed, 
with as much erroneous Partiality, asfuperficial Le¬ 
vity. It has been compared, not with that exa£i and 
fublime Standard, the Scriptures of Truth; but, as 
in the Cafe of the felf-deceiving Pharifee t with the 
unjuft, extortionate, adulterous Practices of fome 
other People. From whence 1 mod unwarrantably 
concluded. That, being not quite fo abandoned as 
the mod profligate Creatures, my Charader mud 
he good, and my Condition fafe.—But, Thanks to 

your 
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your laft friendly Letter, and the fearching Expe¬ 
dient it recommended, I am now in a different Way 
of Thinking. 

It is ftrange to recoiled, and indeed it is Ihameful 
to confefs, the many Artifices which I have ufed, to 
put a Cheat upon myfelf.—Sometimes,. I have fanfied 
that the divine Law could never be fo ftri<ft, as to 
condemn Us inexorably, only becaufe We continue 
not in all its Precepts.—Sometimes I have pleaded 
the Infirmity of our Nature, and endeavoured to 
make the Works of Darknefs appear only as pitiable 
Failings.—Sometimes I have taken Refuge in the 
Excellency of our Church, and plumed myfelf with 
the borrowed Feathers of a religious Profeffion.—• 
At other Times, I have foothed my Confidence to 
Reft, by a Punctuality of Attendance on Places, or 
a zealous Attachment to Forms. And all this, to 
feduce, cajole, and betray myfelf—betray myfelf, 
firft into a vain Conceit of my own Endowments ) 
then into a contemptuous Difregard of CHR 1 STy 
and at laft into eternal Dcfiruciion. —But now I fee 
my Guilt; I apprehend my Danger; and feel my 
helplefs Condition. 

Indeed, my Afpafw , I am now convinced, that the 
darkeft Colours cannot be too dark, for the Pourtrait 
of my fpiritual State. I fee myfelf overfpread with 
an habitual Depravity, and cannot forbear crying 
out, with the abafhed Leper; Unclean! Unclean*! 

,—The facred Oracles in no wife mifreprefent fallen 
Man, when they deferibe Him as altogether become 
abominable t- They are far from under-rating hu¬ 
man Works, when they denominate them filthy 

Ragf.- 


* Levit, xiii. 45. 


f Job xv. 16. 
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Rags *. Rags they are, if Wc conftder their great 
Imperfection; filthy Rags, if We advert to their 

manifold 

* Ifai. lxiv. 6. Does not Tl&rroa mifapply this Text? 
Can it be intended to difcrcdit the Qualifications of the 
Upright ? Is it not rather a Brand fet upon the Works of 
the IVlcked-, whole very “ Sacrifices are an Abomina- 
“ tion to the LORD?” Or, a Rebuke given to the 
fpecious Performances of the Hypocrite ; who is precife 
in the Form, but deftitute of the Power of Godlinefs f 
Or, may it not refer to ritual Obfervances; in Contra- 
diftindlion to moral Duties, and fpiritual Endowments ? 

The difparaging Charafter muft not, I think, be con¬ 
fined to ritual Obfervances ; becaufe it is exprefly laid, 
Ali . our RigbteottfneJJis •, of every Kind ; be what they 
will; no Exception is made.—Neither can it be appro¬ 
priated to th formal Hypocrite, much lefs to the noto- 
rioujly Wicked ; becaufe thofe very Perfons, who are the 
Subjeftof this Aflertion, declare in the Context; LORD 
IVt are thy People ; Thou art our FAT HE R ; tVe fall be 
fanjed. —So that it feems intended, not fo much to ftig- 
matize any particular Behaviour, as to Jlain the Pride of 
all human Glory. 

Befides ; 'the Prophet: fpeaks of hhnfelf ; We all are as 
an unclean Thing. Which, however llrange or unreafon- 
able it may appear, is the very fame Charge, to which 
He pleads guilty in another Place ; Wo is me ! I am un¬ 
done l For I am a Man of unclean Lips ! Not that He was 
defiled with any grofs Pollutions ; nay. He was a Saint 
of the moil diitinguilhed Luftre ; but his Eyes had feen the 
KING , the LORD of Hofs. He was under the clear 
Manifeflations of a GOD, glorious in Holinefs, inflex¬ 
ible in Juftice, and infinite in all Perfeftions.—Amidft 
thefe Manifeflations, the Impurity of his Heart and Na¬ 
ture, were not only apparent, but glaring ; fuch as over¬ 
whelmed Him with Abaihment, and, till CHRIST 
was applied in a Type (Ifai. vi. 7.) filled Him with 
' Terror. 

In fuch Circomftances, and under fuch Views, all our 
moral Virtues and evangelical Graces, all our Exercifes 
of Devotion and Adts of Charity, muft neceflarily appear 
both defeftivc and polluted. By no means proportioned 

to 
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manifold Defilements. And, fince the Nature of 
GOD is irreconcilcably averfe to all Contamina* 
tion; fince the Law of GOD requires unfpotted 
Perfedtion; O! Who can Jland before this holy 
LORD GOD*, in any Accomplifiiments of his 
own ? 

When I farther refleft, that I have only a very 
obfeure Glimpfe of the divine Purity, and am a mere 
Novice in the Knowledge of my own Heart; how 
am I amazed at the lofty Apprehenfions which I once 
formed, concerning the Dignity of my Nature, and 
the Integrity of my Conduct! All owing to Igno¬ 
rance, the grofleft Ignorance of myfclf and the Scrip - 
tures.—How do I fhudder to think, that, in expeft- 
ing Juftification from the Law, I was refling the 
Welfare of my immortal Soul, not on the Strength 
of a Rock, but on the Point of a Dagger.—I was 
going to the dccifive Tribunal, flufhed with the 
felfeft Hopes, and charged with a Set of glittering 
Sins: going, like poor deluded Uriah +, not with 
gny valid Credentials, but with the Minijiration of 
Death t in my Hand. 

Though 

to the Demands of the Law, nor fufficient for our Recom¬ 
mendation to the Supreme LA WG IV HR—no more 
than a few tattered Rags, can claim the Charafler, or 
perform the Services, of a complete Suit—no more than 
a few filthy Rags are fit, to drefs the Bride for her Nup¬ 
tials, or the Courtier for a Birth-night. 

But there is a Righteoufnefs—bleiTed be divine Grace! 
—fpotlefly pure and confummately excellent: a Righte- 
o'ufnefs,' which anfwers all that the CREATOR re- 
quires, and fupplies all that the Creature needs; to prove 
this momentous Point, and to difplay this unbeatable 
Gift, is the Defign of the following Sheets. 

* i Sam. vi. 20. f 2 Sam. xi. 14, 15. 

$ 2 Cor. iii. 9. 



350 THERON TO ASPASIO. LET. 2 , 

Though T cannot but acknowledge the Arrogance 
of thefe Pretenfions, yet loth, very loth is my Prido, 
to renounce the pleafing Abfurdity. Self-love and 
Self-importance has fearched, and fearched again, 
for fomething excellent. They can hardly brook 
the Humiliation, of imploring all fub Forma Pau¬ 
peris *. With what Reluctance is a Sinner brought 
to confefs Himfelf, finful in every Duty, finful in 
every Capacity! Strange Perverfenefs !—But the 
Charge is undeniable. However unwilling, I muft 
plead guilty. Thou art weighed inthe 
Balances!, and found wanting!, is 
written on all I am, all I have, all I do .—If I am 
thus defective, even in my own Eftimation j if I 
am utterly condemned, at the Bar of my own Con- 
fciencc} What then Jhall I do, when G OD rifeth 

up ? 

* That is, under the Character of a poor DeJHtute, or 
as a Beggar fues for his Alms. 

f Weighed in the Balance—As the following Story may 
ferve to illultrate this fine Expreflion and enforce the 
momentous Sentiment, the Reader will permit me to 
relate it. 

In the Reign of King Charles I. the Goldfmiths of 
London had a Cuftom, to weigh feveral Sorts of their pre¬ 
cious Metal, before the privy Council. On this Occa- 
fion they made ufe of Scales poifed with fuch exquifite 
Nicety, that the Beam would turn (the Mailer of the 
Company affirmed) at the two hundredth Part of aGrain. 
pity, the famous Attorney General, Handing by and 
hearing this, replied ; 1 Jbould be loth then to have all my 
Aliions weighed in thofe Scales. With whom I heartily 
concur in relation to myfelf. And fince the Balances 
of the Sanfluary, the Balances in GOD’s Hand, are 
infinitely more exaft; O what Need have We of the 
Merits and Rigbteoufnefs of CHRIST, to make Ua 
t ^yaKle in his Sight, and pafihble in his Efteem 1 

X Dan. r. 17. 
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up? And when HE vifiteth , what Jhall / anfwer 
Him * ? 

I now fee the Necejfity of an imputed Righteouf- 
nefs. Without fome fuch Objeft for my Truft, I 
am undone. I long therefore to hear your Argu¬ 
ments in its Behalf. And I muft declare to You, if 
it can be fatisfa&orily proved from the Scriptures, 
it is the moft comfortable Doftrine in the World, 
and worthy of all Acceptation. 

A Letter upon this Subject, would be a fingular 
Favour, and, 1 hope, an equal Bleffing to 

Tour obliged, and affettionate , 

THER OK. 


LETTER III. 

ASPASIO TO THERON. 

Dear Theron, 

TPHOUGH all your Letters give me Plea- 
fure, none was ever fo highly pleafing, as 
your laft. 1 look upon it with the fame fee ret Joy, 
as a companion ate Phyfician obferves fome very fa¬ 
vourable Symptoms, in the Crifis of a beloved Pa¬ 
tient’s Diftemper. 

What You alk, I fiiall, without any farther Pre¬ 
face, attempt to execute. If my Attempt proves 

Satisfa&ory 


* Job xjcxi. 14. 
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fatisfa£lory to your Judgment, I am fure, it will be 
the moil likely Means, of healing your Confcience, 
and calming your Fears.—When We perceive the 
odious Depravity of our Nature ; when We difeern 
the horrible Iniquity of our Lives ; and are fenfible 
of that tremendous Wrath, and everlafting Ven¬ 
geance, which are due to fuch guilty Creatures : 
then nothing can be found, that will fpeak effectual 
Peace, nothing that will adminifter folid Comfort, 
but only the vicarious Sufferings, and the imputed 
Righteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST. 

To this Purpofe one of the wifeft and beft of 
fpiritual Guides expreffes Himfelf; Has Sin abound - 
td? As undoubtedly it has, in our Heart, and our 
Life*. Grace has much more abounded, in the Obe¬ 
dience,-and the Merits of our REDEEMER.— 
Nay, has Sin reigned? Exerted its malignant Power, 
in the moft extenfive and moft deftrudtive Manner; 
rendering Us fubje& unto Death, both temporal and 
eternal ? Even fo has Grace reigned ; exerted its be¬ 
nign Efficacy, in a Manner yet more triumphant; 
not only refeuing Us from Guilt and Ruin, but re- 
ftoring Us to everlajling Life and Glory. And all 
this through the Righteoufnefs, the complete meri¬ 
torious Righteoufnefs, brought in by JESUS 
CHRIST our LORD*. 

You enquire after the Proofs of this imputed 
Righteoufnefs. From a Multitude I fhall feledt a 
few. Sufficient, I hope, to make it appear—That 
this is the declared Do&rine of our Church , and 
"the avowed Belief of her mojl eminent Divines—/That 
it is copioufly revealed through the. whole Scrip¬ 
tures; 


* Rom. v. 21. 
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TURKS; revealed in many exprefs Paflages, and 
dcducible from a Variety of inftruftive Similitudes. 

Hear the Language of our Common Prayer, in 
a very affecting and folemn Addrcfs to the AL¬ 
MIGHTY: “ We do not prefume to come to 
“ this thy Table, O merciful LORD, trufting in 
“ our own Righteoufnefs.”—If we may not, if we 
dare not, rely on our own Righteoufnefs, when we 
approach the auhanjlic Table ; much lefs may we 
depend upon it, when we are fummoned to the de¬ 
cisive Tribunal. —Should you afk, On what we are 
to depend ? The Exhortation to the Communion 
furnifhes an Anfwer ; “ On the meritorious Death 
“ and Paflion of CHRIST, whereby alone we ob- 
“ tain Remiflion of Sins, and ate made Partakers 
“ of :bc Kingdom of Heaven.” 

The Collect, appointed for the Feflival of CArcum- 
cifion , has this remarkable Introduction ; “ Almighty 
“ GOD, whofe bleffed SON was ohrfient to the 
“ Law for Alan. In what Senfe, or with what 
Propriety, can this be affirmed? Unlefs CHR 1 STt 
perfect Obedience be referable to Us, and accepted 
inftead of ours? O11 any other Interpretation, I 
fliould think, He was obedient, not for Man , but 
for Himfelf. 

Should the artful Critic give fomc other Turn to 
thefe Paflages, it will avail Him but little. Becaufe 
the Church, her own hcjl Expofitor, has explained 
the Meaning of fuch Phrafes, and put the Matte* be¬ 
yond all Doubt. In her eleventh Article flic fays j 
“ We are accounted righteous before GOD only 
“ for the Merits of our LORD and SAVIOUR 
“ JESUS CHRIST.”—Tht Doctrine relating 
to Pardon of Sin, had been Rated in a preceding 
Vox,. II. Z Article. 
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Article. This difplays the Method, whereby Sin¬ 
ners may appear righteous in the Sight of GOD, 
and in the Court of Heaven; fo as to recover the 
divine Favour, and obtain a Title to eternal Blifs. 
—-This is done, not by any native Righteoufnefs, 
not by any acquired Righteoufnefs, but wholly by 
an imputed Righteoufnefs. The two former Me¬ 
thods are fo far from conftituting our reconciling 
and juftifying Righteoufnefs, that they have no 
Share in it; they contribute nothing towards it; 
but are totally excluded from it. We are accounted 
righteous, and accepted as fuch, only (mark the 
Expreflion) only through the meritorious Obe¬ 
dience, and propitiating Blood of our great ME¬ 
DIATOR. 

The Homilies are, if it be polfible, ftill more ex¬ 
plicit, and more cogent. In the Homily concerning 
the Salvation of Mankind, we read the following 
Words;—“ The Apoftle toucheth three Things, 

which mult go together in our Juftification. On 
“ GOD’s Part, his great Mercy and Grace. On 
“ CHRIST’S Part, the Satisfaction of GOD’s 
“ Juftice, or the Price of our Redemption, by the 
** Offering of his Body, and Shedding of his Blood, 
“ with Fulfilling of the Law perfectly. On our 
“ Part, true and lively Faith in the Merits of JE~ 
** SUS CHRIST, which yet is not ours, but 
* c by GOD’s working in Us.”—You fee, accord¬ 
ing to the Judgment of our venerable Reformers, 
not only the Offering of CHRIST’S Body, and 
Shedding of C HR IS T’s Blood, but alfo his per- 
fe£i Fulfilling of the Law, are the adequate Price 
of our Redemption. All thefe aCt conjointly, they 
fweetly harmonize, in the great and glorious Work. 
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To fuppofe their Difunion, is a do 3 r Inal Mi (lake, 
fomewhat like that practical Error of the Papifts, in 
fevering the facramental Wine from the facramental 
Bread; adtniniilering to the Laity the Symbols of 
the flaughtered Body, but with-holding the Sym¬ 
bols of the ftreaming Blood. 

There are other Claufes in the fame Homily, which 
fet the Seal of the Church to our Sentiments. I fhall 
content myfelf with tranferibing one from the Con- 
clufion.—“ CHRIST\ fays that Form of found 
“ Words, is the Righteoufnefs of all them, that do 
“ truly believe. He for them paid their Ranfom by 
“ his Death. He for them fulfilled the Law in his 
“ Life. So that now, in HIM, and by HIM, 
“ every ture chriJUan Man may be called a Fulfiller 
“ of the Law; forafmuch as that which their In- 
“ firmity lacked, CHRIST ’s Righteoufnefs hath 
“ fupplied.”—This Authority is as clear, as the 
Doctrine authorized is comfortable. May the for¬ 
mer fway our Judgment! May the latter chear our 
Hearts! 

The Homily on CHRIST’S Nativity informs 
the Reader, that the Defign of our LORD’S In¬ 
carnation was—“ To give Light unto the World, 
“ and call Sinners to Repentance; to fulfil the Law 
“ for Us, and become the Propitiation for our Sins j 
“ to call out the Prince of this World, and deftroy 
“ the Works of the Devil.”—We have all broke 
the Law; We are all unable to keep the Law; 
therefore, the Blefled JESUS fulfilled the Law 
■—fulfilled it in each and every of its Demands— 
fulfilled it, in the highejl Degree of Perfection— 
and, wbat is of all Confiderations moft delightful, 
fulfilled it for Us. His Obedience took the Place 
Z 2 of 
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of what We were obliged to perform, under the 
Covenant of Works; and is not only the meri¬ 
torious, but alfo the conftituent Caufe of our Juf- 
tification. 

So that — if there be any Worthinefs in our 
LORD’S moft holy Nature; any Merit in his Ex- 
ercife of the fublimeft Virtues; any atoning Effi¬ 
cacy, in his Submiffion to the moft ignominious 
Sufferings, and tormenting Death—thefe, accord¬ 
ing to our Standard-fyftem of orthodox Divinity, 
are the Ground of a Sinner’s Juftification.—And, 
according to the Dictates of the moft unbiafled Rea- 
fon, thefe are the bc/l , the furejl Ground, that the 
Heart can wilh, or the Imagination conceive. 

Does it not, from the preceding Quotations, ap¬ 
pear; That the Doftrine of Juftification through 
the imputed Rightcoufnefs of our REDEEMER, 
is far from being declaimed by the ejlablijhed Church ? 
—I am forry, but conftrained to own, that We rarely 
find any confidcrable Stri&ures of this great evan¬ 
gelical Peculiarity, in our modern theological Dif- 
courfes. Yet there have been Preachers of the high- 
eft Repute for Learning, for Judgment, and for Piety, 
who profeffedly maintained this leading Truth of the 
Gofpel. 

The devout Biftiop Beveridge , in his Private 
Thoughts, has left upon Record the following very 
remarkable Acknowledgment. Which, if it fuited 
his State of eminent Holinefs, cannot be too hum¬ 
bling, my dear Theron, for your Lips and for mine. 
** I do not remember, neither do I believe, that I 
“ ever prayed, in all my Life-time, with that Re- 
K vercnce, or heard with that Attention, or re- 
* i “ ceivcd 
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“ received the Sacrament with that Faith, or did any 
“ Work with that pure Heart, and fingle Eye, as 
“ I ought to have done. Infomuch, that I look up- 
“ on all my Righteoufnefs, but as filthy Rags; and 
“ it is in the Robes only of the Righteoufnefs of the 
“ SON of GOD, that I dare appear before the 
“MAJESTY of Heaven.” 

The fervent and affectionate Bifhop Ilcpkins *. 
fpeaks in perfect Confonance with his Brother of St. 
AJaph. —“ The Law was given Us, not that We 
“ fhould feek Juftification by the Obfervance of it, 
“ but finding it impoflible to be juflified by fulfilling 
“ it, We fhould thereby be driven to CHRIST’ s 
“ Righteoufnefs; who hath both fulfilled it in Him- 
“ felt, and fatisfied for our tranfgrcffing of it; and 
“ therefore faith the Apoftle, The Law was a School- 
“ mafter, to bring TJs unto CHRIST ; that IVr 
“ might be juflified by Faith. To this End it was 
“ promulged, that feeing the Stridtnefs of its Pre- 
“ cepts, the Rigour of its Threatenings, and withal 
“ being convinced of our Impotence to fulfil its 
“ Commands, We might be urged by its Terrors 
“ to fly to CHRIST, and find that Righteouf- 
“ nefs in Him which may anfwer all the Demands 
“ of the Law.’* 

Bifhop Reynolds f, ft y led by his Cotemporaries, and 
not without Reafon, A walking Library, bears his 
Teftimony in the following Words;—■“ CHRIST 
“ as our Surety paid our Debt, underwent the Curfe 
Z 3 “ due 

* See his Sermon on John vii. 19. 

•f- See his Treatife intitled The Life of CHRIST.— 
Which, as well as all his other Works, abound with 
ftriking Sentiments; have much Elegance of Riftion, a 
copious Variety of Learning, and a lively animating Spi¬ 
rit of evangelical Piety. 
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(( due to our Sins, and bare them all in his own 
Body on the Tree; became fubjedt to the Law 
** for Us, and reprefentatively in our Stead fulfilled 
“ all the Righteoufnds the Law requited, adtive and 
“ paffive. For Sin being once committed, there 
muft be a double Adi to Juftification ; the Suffer- 
“ ing of the Curfe, and the Fulfilling of Righteouf- 
“ ncfs anew. The one, a Satisfaction for the In- 
“ jury We have done to GOD, as our JUDGE : 
“ the other, the Performance of a Service which 
“ We owe unto Him, as our MAKER.” 

To this illuflrious Triumvirate, let me join Bi- 
fhop Davenant Who, for his great Abilities, and 
unqueftionable Integrity, was appointed one of our 
religious Plenipotentiaries, at the renowned Synod 
of Dart. In his very valuable Expofition of the 
Epiffle to the ColoJJians, He writes to this Effedfc: 
“ Ye are complete in C HR 1 ST. Ye are furnilhed, 
“ in that all-fufficient REDEEMER, with 
“ whatever is requifite to everlafting Salvation. 
“ With IVijdom ; fince it is the Confummation of 
“ this noble Endowment, to know CHRIST 
“ and Him crucified. With Rightcoufnefs ; becaufe 
“ He has perfectly fatisfied tlic Law *, and 

“ thoroughly 

* In this Refpedf principally (fays our Author, en¬ 
larging upon the Text) are Believers complete; becaufe, 
though deftituteof any Righteoufnefs, that may properly 
be called t 'eir own, CHRIST has gracioufly enriched 
them with bis. Vid. Davenant. in Epijl. ad. Colojf. 
Cap. ii. Com. IO. 

Let me beg leave to intimate. That this Expofition of 
the Epiftle to the ColoJJians —for Perfpicuity of Style, and 
Accuracy of Method—for Judgment in difeerning, and 
Fidelity in reprefeming the Apoftle’s Meaning—for 
Strength of Argument in refuting Errors, and Felicity of 

Invea- 
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“ thoroughly expiated our Guilt. With Sanli'tfi- 
“ cation ; becaufe his SPIRIT dwelling in our 
“ Hearts, mortifies our corrupt Affections, and re- 
“ news the Soul after the Image of its CREA- 
“ TOR.” 

Let me bring up the Rear with a Teftimony, 
which, for Clearnefs, Solidity, and a full Reprefen- 
tation of the evangelical Doctrine, might veryjuftly 
have claimed a Place in the Fa ft. It is taken from 
an Author, whom the genera! Confent of our Na¬ 
tion has diftinguifhed with the Title of Judicious. 
The judicious Hooker , in a Treatife on Juftification, 
fays It is a childifh Cavil our Adverfaries lo 
“ greatly pleafe themfelves with, exclaiming, that 
“ We tread all Chrijiian Virtues under our Feet; 
“ becaufe We teach, That Faith alone juftifieth. 
“ Whereas, by this Speech, We never meant to 
“ exclude either Hope or Charity from being always 
“ joined as infeparable Mates with Faith, in the 
“ Man that is juftified ; or Works from being add- 
“ ed as neceffary Duties, required of every juftified 
“ Man: but to Ihew, that Faith is the only Hand, 
“ which putteth on CHRIST to Juftification; 
“ and CHRIST the only Garment, which being 
“ fo put on, covereth the Shame of our defiled Na- 
“ tures, hideth the Imperfection of our Works, 
“ and preferveth Us blamelefs in the Sight of 
** GOD: before whom, otherwife, the Weaknefs 
“ of our Faith were Caufe fufficient to make Us 
‘‘ culpable, yea, to Ihut Us out of the Kingdom of 
Z 4 “ Hea- 

Invention in deducing praAical DoArines, tending both 
to the Eftablilhment of Faith, and the Cultivation of Ho- 
linefs—is, perhaps, inferior to no Writing of the Kind ; 
and richly deferves to be read, to b« Jiuditd, to be imi¬ 
tated, by our young Divines. 
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“ Heaven, where nothing that is not abfolute can 
“ enter.” 

You will allow the fagacious Bifhop Sanderfon* 
to fum up the Evidence; or rather to make an im¬ 
portant Remark on the Whole of the Controverfy. 
That great Light of the Church, both in cafuiftical 
and practical Divinity, obfeives;—“The Tidings 
“ of a REDEEMER mull be blcflcd and wel- 
“ come News, to thofe that are fcnftblc of their own 

Poverty, and take it of Grace.” Our eagle-eyed 
Divine penetrates into the true Caufe of the prevail¬ 
ing Averfencfs to thits evangelical Doctrine. It ia 
founded on the State of the Heart, more than upon 
any Force of Argument. People arc but little, if 
at all, feriGble of their fpiiitual and moral Indi¬ 
gence; of the Defecls which depreciate, and the 
Defilements which fully, whatever they have, and 
whatever they do. Nay, ftrongly tinctured with 
Pride, they would be themfeives the Jlf>ha , and fuf- 
fer the Blefled yESUS to be no more than the 
Omega, in procuring their eternal Salvation. There¬ 
fore they can hardly be reconciled to the humbling 
Chara&er of an Elecmofynary \ one who lives wholly 
upon the Alms of the Gofpel, and is dependent up¬ 
on Grace for his All. 

Whereas, was this grand Obftacle once removed; 
Were Men convinced of Sin, of exceeding Sinfulnefs 
in their worft Eftate, and of remaining Sinfulnefs in 
their beft; they would foon be convinced of Righte- 
titfnefs t, of the abfolute Neceffity and ineftimable 
Worth of 9 REDEEMER’S Righteoufnefs. 
They would no longer difpute againfl it, but cor* 
dially receive it j entirely rely on it; and adore the 

Goodb 

* See his Sermon upon 1 /ai. lii. 3. f John xvi. &, 
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Goodnefs, the tranfcendent and unutterable Good- 
fiefs of GOD, in providing it. 

I think, in one of our Conferences, I undertook 
to produce my Vouchers from the antient Fathers . 
Let me now fubjoin two or three Atteftations of 
this Kind,—From one of which You will perceive, 
that thofe early Writers had a confiderable Degree 
of Clearncfs upon the Point, b rom the other You 
will fee, that, far from rejecting the Doctrine, they 
embrace it with Delight and Rapture. And if You 
will admit of the laji, You cannot be ftartlcd at any 
Thing, which I fhall advance upon the Subject— 
Let me only premife in general, that, if thofe Au¬ 
thors are not fo copious and explicit, with regard 
to the Imputation of active Rightcoufnefs ; they 
abound with PalTages, which evince the SuijUtution 
of CHRIST in our Stead. PalTages, which dit 
claim all Dependence on any Duties of our own, 
and fix the Hopes of a Sinner entirely upon the 
Merits of his SAVIOUR. When this- is the 
Cafe, I am not very felicitous about any particular 
Forms of Expreflion ; and far from being angry, 
even though the Words, which I think moll fig- 
nificant, are not retained. 

Clemens, firft of the antient Fathers, and an in¬ 
timate Acquaintance of St. Paul's, wrote an Epif- 
tle to the Corinthians. It is full of manly Senfe, 
?nd feraphic Piety. Among other valuable Things, 
the truly apoftolic Man declares} IVe are not , in 
any Refpedt or in any Degree, jujlified by Ourfehes , 
but wholly by JESUS CHRIST: not by our own 
Wifdom or Prudence, which could never find out 
the Way j not by th< Piety of our Hearts, or Works 
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ef Righteoufnefs performed in our Lives, which could 
never be fufficient for the Ptirpole 5 but by Faith, or 
a fiduciary Reliance on the Righteoufnefs of Ano¬ 
ther. The one invariable Method, by which the 
Almighty SOVEREIGN has jujiified all his Peo¬ 
ple, ever ftncc the World began *. 

Juflin —who was firft a Gentile Philofopher, then 
an eminent Chrijlian, and at laft a Martyr for the 
Truth—fpeaks more fully to the Point t '• What elfe 
could cover our Sins, but the Righteoufnefs of JESUS 
CHRIST ? By what pojjible Alcans could We, un¬ 
righteous and unholy Creatures, be jujiified, but only by 
the Interpofition of the SON of GOD in our Be¬ 
half?— Having, in this Claufe, made a Profefiion 
of his Faith •,—the good Man, on the Contempla¬ 
tion of fuch a Privilege, breaks out into a kind of 
holy Tranfport. O sweet and delightful 
Exchange! A Difpenfation unfearchably wife and 
gracious! Benefits, quite unexpefted, and rich beyond 
afl our Hopes! That the Tranfgreffion of Many, Jhould 

be 


* Ov oY tavluv i,xxwfet 6 a, ctst iteertf vutlepXf v Qj- 

wttrtus, u n tfim at xaliipJots-aptsS* i> ocrioMi xapitas' 

aOJ.cc e.x tvs vjttias, 01 VS trail a; Tbs xlr awt&‘ 0 foaHtixpceluf 

©jo? shxaiacri). i Epift. ad Corinth -—This Quotation is 
explained, as well as tranjlatcd. But that every Reader 
may diliinguilh the Text from the Paraphrafe, the firft is 
printed in Italic', the laft in Roman Charadlers. 

f Ti a!J\3 s as apiaphu; rdvvv 0ii xaEvifai, n ly.ttm J.xaie- 

trvm ; E> mi aiy.xiaiSvrxi ttvrdloii TS{ ato/enf n/eecf xai acrs$ti(, n 
iitv vi«Ta©«a ; n THS TATKEIAS KAT A AAA THE, 
u t. ( atsl-iy'nuru a rut airpao-boxxlut evipfeotuy, ua 

ttwp.ia w Mvi u thr.an) tn xpeov, a fate crvvx it ttoi nroXXfci; Xioubs 

hrauiar. Epift. ad. Diogn.—Th ou gh Du Pin queftious 
the Authenticity of this Epiftle, He allows it to have 
been written byanantientHand. Dr. Cave, as capable 
a Judge, thinks there is no Reafon to doujrt but it is 
the genuine Work of J«fiin. 
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be bid by one righteous PERSON-, and that the Righ- 
teoufncfs of ONE, Jhould juflfly many Tranfgreffors. 

The following Words are remarkably ftrong, and 
the Sentiments peculiarly bold. But they come from 
the Pen of the findl Writer in Ecclefiaftical Anti¬ 
quity. They have the great Name, and venerable 
Character of St. Chryfojlom, for their recommenda¬ 
tory Preface *.— Fear not, fays He, on Account of 
any of thy paji Tranfgrcfflons of the Law , when once 
Thou hajl fled by Faith to 'JESUS C H R I ST. The 
ntojl enormous and the mofl dcflrntlivc Violation of the 
Law, is. To be with-held by the Confcioufnefs of any 
Guilt whatever, from believing on CHR IS T. IVben 
Thou aflefl Faith on Him, Thou hajt fulfilled, I might 
fay, more than fulfilled the Law. For Thou hajl re¬ 
ceived a better Rightcoufnejs, than it could ever re¬ 
quire : Thou art pojfejfed of a better Obedience, than 
any Creature could pofltbly pay. 

Two or three Witneffes of dijlinguijhed Ability , 
and undoubted Veracity, are a fufficient Confirmation 
of any Caufe. For this Reafon, and to avoid a 
tirefome Prolixity, I have fet afide a Multitude of 
Voices; which from the Writings of our own and 
foreign Divines, are ready to pour their united Evi¬ 
dence.—And left the Bufinefs of Quotation, though 
fparingly managed, fhould feem dry and tedious; I 
will relieve your Wearinefs, and enliven the Col¬ 
lection, by an Extract from the Prince of Englijb 
Poetry,— Michael, the prophetic Archangel, men¬ 
tioning 

* Mu foivuv poSvfiu?, us non vo/v.ot •mapaSairun, iiruiai n» 
mr" nrpotruaSe! roll yag avion •mapaQamts, oil Si atp.oi tu Xpiru 
fin •m-turnr’ us wi rtvo-os av\u, xaxuioi mXvfuaas, xaiwoX\u 
mtoai u ExiXcis-i* <moM.u yxj /itifyi* luuuoaow HomiL 

XVil. in X ad Rom. 
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tioning the deftruflive Confequences of the Fall; 
and afferting the GODHEAD of that glorious 
PERSON, who undertook to be the Repairer of 
this deadly Breach ; adds. 

Which HE, zvho coma thy SAVIOUR, Jhall re-cure , 
Hot by defraying Satan, hut his Works , 

In Thee ancl in thy Seed. Nor can this be. 

But by fulfilling (that which Thou didjl want ) 
Obedience to the Law of GOD, impos’d 
On Penalty of Death ; and fuffering Death, 

The Penalty to thy Tranfgrejfion due ; 

And due to theirs , which out of thine will grow. 

So ONLY can high Jujlice rejl appaid *. 

The fame celeftial Teacher, fpeaking of the di¬ 
vine Law; explaining its Nature and Dcftgn; that 
it demonftrates, by ineftimable Evidence, the very 
be ft of Men to be guilty of Sin and obnoxious to 
Wrath; difplays likewife the great Remedy pro¬ 
vided by the Gofpel. 


-That when they fee 
Law can difeover Sin , but not remove , 

(Save by thofe floadowy Expiations weak , 

The Blood of Bulls and Goats ) they may conclude, 
Some Blood more precious mujl be paid for Man ; 
fuji for Unjtfl ; that, in fuch Righteoufnefs, 

To them by Faith imputed, they may find 
yujlification towards G OD, and Peace 
Of Confcience +. 

Kero 

* Milton, Book XII, 393, f Book XII. a8f. 
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Here then is the exprefs Determination of our 
Homilies —fupported by the Authority of our Articles 
—eftablifhed by the Concurrence of our Liturgy —. 
ftill farther ratified by the unanimous Atteftation of 
feveral celebrated Divines ; whofe Lives were the 
brighteft Ornament to our Church, and whofe Writ¬ 
ings are the mod unexceptionable Interpretation of 
her Meaning.—As a Capital, to crown and complete 
this grand Column, fupervenes the Declaration of 
the antient Fathers ; thole who flourifhed, and with 
the higheft Renown, in the firft and pureft Ages of 
Chriftianity.—So that, if great Authorities carry 
any Weight; if illultrious Names challenge any 
Regard; this Tenet comes attended and dignified 
with very confiderable Credentials. 

Yet, I will venture to affirm, that all thefe, con¬ 
fiderable as they appear, are the leajl of thofe Teftt- 
monials, which recommend the Do&rine to ray 
t Theron’s Acceptance, and which have gained it Ad~- 
mittance into the Heart of 

His mojl affeftianate 

Asp as 10 . 


LET. 
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LETTER IV. 

ASPASIO TO THERON. 

Dear Theron, 

'J’HE Family, in which I have the Satisfaction 
to refide, though remarkable for their genteel 
Figure and ample Fortune, are ftill more amiably 
diftinguifhed by their Benevolence , Hofpitality , and 
Charity.—As they live at a Diftance from the Mar¬ 
ket-town, the Lady has converted one Apartment of 
her Houfe into a little Difpenfatory; and ftocked it 
with fome of the moil; common, the moil needed, 
and moft falutary Medicines. Which, in Cafes of 
ordinary Indifpofition, She diftributes to her indi¬ 
gent Neighbours, with lingular Companion, and 
with no fmall Succefs.—This fine Morning, Emilia 
has ordered fome ikilful Hands into the Fields, to 
cull their healing Simples, and lay up a Magazine 
of Health for the afflicted Poor.— Camillas is with¬ 
drawn, to receive his Rents, and fettle Accounts 
with his Tenants. 

Suppofe, We aCt in Concert with thefe valuable 
Perfons. Suppofe, We range the delightful Fields 
of Scripture, and form a Collection, not of lalutife- 
rous Herbs, but of ineftimable Texts j fuch as may 
be of fovereign Efficacy, to ajfuage the Anguifh of a 
guilty Confcience, and impart faving Health to the 
diftempered Soul.—-Suppofe, We open the Mines of 
-f divine 
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divine Infpiration, and enrich Ourfelves, not with 
the Gold of Opbir, but with the unfearchable Treafures 
of CHRIST ; or with that perfedl Righteoufnefs 
of our KEDEEMER, which is incomparably 
more precious, than the Revenues of a County, 
or the Produce of Peru. 

In pleading for imputed Righteoufnefs, We have 
already urged the Authority of our eftablifhed Church, 
and the Suffrage of hermoft eminent Divines.—The 
Opinion of excellent Writefs, which has been the 
Refult of much Learning, great Attention, and ear- 
neft Prayer, is no contemptible Evidence. Yet We 
muft always referve the cafing Voice, for thofe in¬ 
fallible Umpires, the Prophets and Apoftles. If we 
receive , with a deferential Regard, the JVitnefs of 
Men\ the Witnefs of GOD is greater *, arid chal¬ 
lenges the moft implicit Submiffion.—Which Re¬ 
mark naturally leads me to the intended Subject of 
this Epiftle; or rather calls upon me to fulfil my 
late Engagement, and fhew—That the above-men¬ 
tioned Do&rine is copioufly revealed, through the 
whole Procefs of the Scriptures. 

Let me felecl a very fignificant Portion from the 
Epiftle to the Romans j which, though little inferior 
to a decifive Proof, is prefented only as an Intro¬ 
duction to others. Now the Righteoufnefs of G OD 
without the Law is manifejledy being witnefled by the 
Law and the Prophets ; even the Righteoufnefs of G 0 D t 
which is by Faith of JESUS CHRIST unto all, 
and upon all them that believe +• The Righteoufnefs of 
GOD , fignifies that Righteoufnefs, which the in¬ 
carnate GOD wrought out in his own all-gloriou* 

Perfon. 


* 1 John v. 9. 


f Rom. iii. 21, 22. 
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Pcrfon *. It is ftyled the Righteoufnefs of GOD, 
byway of fuperlative Pre-eminence; in Oppofition 
to any Righteoufnefs of our own, and in Contra- 
diftin&ion to the Righteoufnefs of all Creatures 
whatever.—This Righteoufnefs is without the Law , 
Its Efficacy has no Dependence on, its Merit re¬ 
ceives no Addition from, any Conformity of our 
Practice to the divine Law: being complete, abso¬ 
lutely complete in itfeif, and altogether Sufficient 
to procure the Reconciliation and Acceptance of 
Sinners.—This Righteoufnefs is manifejled f by the 
Gofpel; and made as clear, as an Objedb which 
We behold with our own Eyes. It was witncjfed% 
by the Law and the Prophets ; and made as certain, 
as a Fadl which is attefted by unqueftionable Evi¬ 
dence.—To produce this Evidence; to examine its 
Pertinency, and weigh its Sufficiency, is our pre- 
fent pleafing Bufinefs. 

We 

* This Explication, or fomething to the fame Purpofe, 
has occurred already. But it is hoped, the candid Rea¬ 
der will not condemn the Repetition, as a disagreeable 
or jejune Tautology.—Bccaufe, it is fo con&naut to the 
Practice of our great Apoltle, who repeats the Term, re¬ 
inculcates the Doftrine, and hardly knows how to delift 
from the favourite Topic: like One, who was quite ena¬ 
moured with the Subjett; who found Mufic in the Words; 
and whofe Happinefs was bound up in the Bleffing.—- 
Becaufe, it is conformable to another, and a greater Ex¬ 
ample. The LORD JEHOVAH Himfelf, within 
the Compafs of one Chapter, once and again, yea, a third 
and a fourth Time, Ryles this wonderful Obedience, Mr 
Righteousness. As though the 0OD of infinite 
Ytth&Xovr gloried in it; thought Himfelf moll: eminently 
magnified by it; and was jealous to have all the Ho- 
aour refulting from it. See Ifai. li. 

J IUfanfulai, J MafkifU/jtin, 
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We may begin with that gracious Declaration, 
made to the firft Tranfgreffors: The Seed of the Wo¬ 
man jhall bruife the Serpent's Head *; (hall deftroy 
the Works of the Devil, and retrieve whatever was 
loft by his malicious Artifices f. How could this be 
effedted, but byreftoring that Righteoufnefs, which, 
for a while, our firft Parents pofieiTed j which they 
ought always to have held faft, but from which they 
fo foon and fo unhappily fwerved?—Take the Pofi- 
tion in the right Senfe, and Chri/iianity is, if not en¬ 
tirely, yet very nearly as old as the Greatiom It was 
comprehended in this blefled Promife, as the Stamina 
of the largeft Plants are contained in the Subftance of 
thfeir refpedtive Seeds. Every fubfequent Revelation 
being ,no more, than a gradual Evolution of this grand 
evangelical Principle; adting like the vegetative 
Powers of Nature, which, in rearing an Oak with 
all its Spread of Branches, only expand the Tuni- 
cles, and fill up the Vellels of the Acorn. 

The Dodlrine feems to have been typically taught, 
by the remarkable Manner Of clothing our firft Parents. 
-—All they could do for their own Recovery, was like 
the patched and beggarly Mantle of Fig-leaves. This 
they relinquifli, and GOD Himfelf furnilhes them 
with Apparel f. Animals are (lain, not for Food 
but Sacrifice ; and the naked Criminals are arrayed 
with the Skins of thofe flaughtered Beafts. The 
Vidims figured the Expiation of CHRIST’S Death ; 
Vot, II. A a the 

* Gen. iii. i j. 

f Ih fome fuch Senfe, I think, our firft Parents muft 
underftand the Promife. Otherwife it could yield them 
no effegual Relief, under the diftreffing Senfe of cheir own 
Mifery, and the difmal Apprehenfion of their Poftexity’s 
Ruin. 

X Gen. iii. zi. 



yjo A3PASX0 to theron. LET. 4 . 

the Clothing typefied the Imputation of his Righte- 
©ufnefs.—In perfect Conformity, perhaps with a 
Reference, to the PalTage thus interpreted, the 
Apoftle juft now exprefl'ed Himfelf; even the Righ- 
teoufnefs of GOD, which is not only made over * to 
all Believers, as a rich Portion; but put* upon all, 
as a beautiful Garment. Whereby alone their mo¬ 
ral Deformity can be covered, and their everlafting 
Confufion prevented.— Milton, it is certain, fpeak- 
ing of this memorable Tranfa&ion, confiders it in 
the fame fpiritual Senfe: 

Nor HE their outward only with the Skins 
Of Beajls, but inward Nakednefs f (much more 
Opprobrious !) with his Robe of Righteoufnefs 
Arraying, cover'd from his FATHER’S Sight. 

In thy Seed, fays the great JEHOVAH to his 
Servant Abraham, Jhall all the Nations of the Earth 
be bleffed J. That the Seed here mentioned is 
CHRIST, the Apoftle |j places beyond all Doubt. 

Both 


* * Rom. iii. 12. F.IE «*»!«{, F.m rcaSlat rm mrtvoilai. 

+ An Allufion to Gen. iii. 10. Where Adam confeffes 
before JEHOVAH; I heard thy Voice in the Garden, 
and 1 meat afraid, becaufc 1 <was naked. Which muft de¬ 
note, what Milton truly ftiles, an inward Nakednefs, or 
the Lofs of Righteoufnefs. Since nothing external, no 
Want of bodily Ornament, could have expofed our firft 
Parent to the Wrath of GOD, or need have made Him 
afraid of it. 

J Gen. xxii. 18. 

[| See St. Paul’s Comment upon this invaluable Pro- 
mife. Gal. iii. 8, lAc. This Commentator, We all allow, 
was guided by the S PIRIT, and knew the Mind of 
GOD. According to his Expofition of the Text, it is 
pregnant with the Doftrine of Jollification by Faith, and 
contains an Abridgment of the Gofpel. 
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Both Scripture and Reafon declare. That true Blef- 
fednefs tnuft neceffarily include—the Pardon of Sins, 
and the Favour of GOD—the Sanctification of our 
Souls, and the Inheritance of Life eternal. None 
of which are to be acquired by any human Perform¬ 
ances ; but all are to be fought, and all may be found, 
in the Root and Offspring of Abraham , JESUS 
CHR 1 ST. Who is therefore moft pertinently 
ftyled, THE DESIRE OF ALL NA¬ 
TIONS*: The afiual Defire of every enlight¬ 
ened Nation; and the implicit Defire of all Nations 
whatever. Becaufe all, without any Exception, 
covet, what is to be derived only from JESUS 
CHRIST the Righteous, real Happinefs. 

The patriarchal Age, and the legal Oeconomy, 
bore their Teftimony to this Truth, by typical Per- 
fons, emblematical Miracles, and figurative Ufages. 
Indeed, the whole ceremonial Service was a grand 
Series of Types, reprefenting CHRIST and his 
everlafling Rightcoufnefs f. In all which, this was 
the unanimous though filent Language; Behold the 
LAMB of GOD , that taketh away the Sin of the 
World.- —Thefc I fhall not flay to difcufs; becaufe 
Proofs, more explicit and pofitive, wait for our 
Confideration. Only I would juft make a tranfient 
Obfervation, relating to one very remarkable Con- 
ftitution of the Jewijh Ritual. 

The High-prieft had, on the Front of his Mitre, 
a Plate of pure Gold, engraven with that venerable 
MottoJ, Holiness to the LORD. Which 
A a 2 ' was 

* Hag. ii. 7. 

•f Tatum Mofis Minifterium ro comparatum eft, ut ad Mef- 
ftam, illtu/que Juftitiam , Fide apprehendtndan, •velutimanu 
ducat. Wits. Mifcell. 

J Exod. xxviii. 36, 37. 
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was always to be on his Forehead, when He per¬ 
formed the folemn Miniftrations of the San&uary; 
and for this important Reafon, that the People might 
be'acceptcd before the LORD*. Did not this mod 
clearly forelhew the immaculate Holinefs of our 
great HIGH-PRIEST? And with equal Clear- 
nefs imply, that his Holinefs fhould procure Ac¬ 
ceptance for all his Followers ? 

In the Book of Job , We have (cveral Hints of this 
Truth, and one Paflage very exprefs to our Purpofe. 
—Elihu deferibes an unconverted Perfon, under the 
chaftifing Hand of Providence. Whofe Life, through 
the Extremity of its Difeafe, draws near to the Grave ; 
and his Soul, through the Multitude of his Iniquities, 
is ready to become a Prey to the Dejlroyers. In this 
deplorable Condition, if there be prefent with Him , 
the MESSENGER f of the Covenant of Peace; 
that great INTERPRETER + of the divine 
Counfels, who, for his fuper-excellent Wifdom, is 
juftly acknowledged to be One among a Thoufand, or 
rather the chiefeft among ten thoufand. If He, by 
his enlightening SPIRIT, vouchfafe to Jhew unto 
the afflicted Man his own perfect Righteoufnefs; 

that 

• Exod. xxviii. 38. 

f f See Job xxxiii. 22, t$c. — CHRIST is called 
The Jngel of the divine 1 J refence, Ifai. Ixiii. 9. The 
Meffenger of the Covenant , Mai. iii. I.—He is alfo, in the 
molt unlimited Senfe of the Phrafe, y'Vn The Interpreter 
of the divine Counfels: He, to whom the FATHER 
hath given the Tongue of the Learned, and by whom 
He makes known the otherwife unfearcl^ble Myfteries of 
the Gofpel.—Should any Doubt remain, concerning the 
Propriety of applying this Paflage to our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, the Reader, I hope, will give himfelf the 
Pleafure of perufmg the polite Witsius, Oecon. Lib. IV. 
Cap. iii. § xxxi. and Dr. Grit’s valuable Notes upon 
the Place, in his Liber Jobi. 
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that moft meritorious Uprightnefs , on which alone 
a Sinner may depend, both for temporal and eter¬ 
nal Salvation. Then the poor diftrefled Creature, 
attentive to this InftruCtion, and applying to this 
Righteoufnefs, is made Partaker of Pardon. GOD , 
the fovereign LORD of Life and Death, is gra¬ 
cious unto Him ; and faith , in the Greatnefs of his 
Strength, as well as in the Multitude of his Mer¬ 
cies, Deliver Him from going down into the Pit of Cor¬ 
ruption, as a Pledge of his Deliverance from the 
Pit of Perdition. For, 1 have found a Ranfom, fuf- 
ficient to fatisfy my Juftice. I have received an 
Atonement, in behalf of this once obnoxious, now 
reconciled Tranfgreffor. 

But why do I infift upon one particular Paragraph ? 
It fee ms to be the main Defign of the whole Book, 
to overthrow all Pretenfions of any j unifying Righ¬ 
teoufnefs in Man. That the wretched Sinner, nay, 
that the greateft Saint, ftrjpt of every perfonal Plea, 
may fee nothing to rely on, but the Merits of a 
REDEEMER. This is the final Blue of all 
thofe warm Debates, which pafs between the af¬ 
flicted Hero and his cenforious Friends, This is 
the grand Refult of Elihu’s calm Reafoning, and ' 
of G OD Almighty’s awful Interrogatories. The 
apparent Center this *, in which all the Lines ter¬ 
minate ; juflly therefore to be confidered, as the 
principal Scope of the whole Work. 

I muft not omit an excellent Obfervation, which 
I find in fome critical and explanatory Notes f, on the 
laft Words oT David. The judicious Author prov¬ 
ing, that this Song relates to CHRIST-, that it 
A a 3 difplays 

• See Job xlii. 6. •}■ By Dr. G s e y. See 

ft Sam, xxiii. 3, &(. 
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difplays the Dignity of our REDEEMER, under 
the Charaftcr of The KING , and The JUST 
ONE ; adds, as an Explication of the laft amiable 
and glorious Title — " Our LORD JESUS 
“ CHRIST is fo called, not fo much for having 
“ fulfilled all Righteoufnefs, in his own Perfon, and 
<e performed an unfinning Obedience to the Will 
“ of GOD, as becaufe by his Righteoufnefs im» 
“ puted to Us, We alfo upon the Terms * of the 
“ Gofpel, are juftified, or accounted righteous 
“ before GOD.” 

I think We may evidently difcern the fame Vein 
of evangelical Doctrine, running through many of 
the Pfalms — He Jhall convert f my Soul ; turn me, not 

only 

* Upon the Terms of the Gofpel —That i% freely ; Or, as 
the Prophet fpcaks, 'without Money and 'without Price . 
Tor nothing is requifite, in order to a Participation of 
CHRIST and his Benefits, but a Grant from GOD. 
This Grant the Gofpel exhibits, proclaims, and tenders 
to all. All, without making any Diilindlion, or requir¬ 
ing any Qualification. That Salvation may be, not of 
tPorks, but of Grace.— This Point, which is fo intimately 
connefted with our Comfort and Hope, the Reader may 
fee more fully ftated in Dialogue XV . 

f Pfal. xxiii. 3. I am feniible the Word mup* may 
fignify to refrejb or reflate ; may anfwer to the Greek 
Phrafe an-i-vZn and denote the Comforts of the HOLY 
GHOST.—This Verb may alfo bear the fame Signifi¬ 
cation with the Participle as it is ufed by our 

LORD, in his Exhortation to Peter, When Thou art con- 
everted. Not defcribing the firft grand Revolution in the 
Heart; by which a new Determination js given to the 
-Judgment, and a new Bias to the Affeflions, But ex- 
preffing thofe fubfequent Operations of the Divine SPI¬ 
RIT; by which We aie recovered from cur various Rc- 
lapfes, and healed of our daily Infirmities. And I quef- 
tion, whether there is any Inftancc of Backfliding, in 
which We more frequently need thofe reftoring Aids, 

v than 
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only from Sin and Ignorance, but from every falfe 
Confidence, and every deceitful Refuge. He Jhall 
bring me forth in Paths of Righteoufnefs, in thofe Paths 
of imputed Righteoufnefs, which are always adorned 
with the Trees of Holincfs; are always watered with 
the Fountains of Confolation; and always terminate 
in everlafting Reft,—-Some, perhaps, may afk. Why 
I give this Senfe of the Paflage ? Why may it not 
fignify the Paths of Duty, and the Way of our own 
Obedience? Becaufe, fuch Effects are here men¬ 
tioned, as never have refulted, and never can refult, 
from any Duties of our own. Thefe, detached 
from our SAVIOUR’S Righteoufnefs, are not 
green Pajlures, but a parched and blafted Heath: 
are not Jiill lPaters, but a troubled and diforderly * 

Stream. 

than in the Cafe of adhering to our REDEEMER’S 
Righteoufnefs. So prone are We to forget our ReJHng - 
place! So liable to fall from our Stedfaltnefe in 
CHRIST! 

* Blaflid, diforderly —Let not thefe Words grate on 
the Ear; or, if they grate on the Ear, let them hum¬ 
ble the Heart. What were Job’s Duties f Zealous and 
exemplary; prattifed from his very Youth; and neither 
excelled, nor equalled by any Perfon then on the Earth. 
Yet thefe, in Point of Juftiiication, were not a whit bet¬ 
ter than Afpafo reprefents. Let Us hear the laft Word* 
of this matchlefs Saint, 1 abhor tnyfelf, and repent inDufi 
and AJhes. From this Confeffion we learn, that, with ail 
his Furniture of perfonal Obedience, He had juft enough 
to be aihamed, confounded, undone. 

After all; if the Reader, diflatisfied with Afpafio's In¬ 
terpretation, fhould •prefer the following Expofttion, it 
is very much at his Service.— The LORD, reconciled to 
a poor Sinner, by Means of free Juftification, is become 
my Shepherd. — Therefore, I Jhall not want, whatever is 
truly good, either for my Body or my Soul, in Time or 
to Eternity.— Hemaketh me, not to pafs through, but to 
lit 4own ; to continue, abide, and reft in green Pajlures ; 

A a 4 amidit 
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Stream. Neither can thefe fpeak Peace, or admini- 
ftcr Comfort, when We pafs through the Valley and 
Shadow of Death. To yield thefe Bleffings is the 
exalted Office of CHRIST , and the foie Preroga¬ 
tive of his Obedience. 

Admitting, that this Obedience is of fovereign 
Advantage, during the Years of Life, and in the 
Hour of Death ; it may ftill occur to the ferious and 
inquifitive Mind, what will be our Safeguard, in 
the invifible State? When the Soul departs, and 
our Place on Earth knows Us no more: when the 
Body revives, and We Ihall all ftand before the 
Judgment-feat: what will then avail Us ?—The 
fame Righteoufnefs of our Divine LORD. This, 
if I miftake not, is difplayed in the very next 
Pfalm. Which begins with a folicitous Enquiry; 
fubjoins a fatisfa&ory Anfwer; and clofes with a 
moll pertinent but rapturous Apoftrophe.—This is 
the Enquiry; Who Jhall afcend into the Hill of the 
LORD? Or , who Jhall rife up in his holy Place? 
—-To which this is the Anfwer; Even He that hath 

clean 

amidft the Promifes, Privileges, and Bleffings of the 
Gofpel; than which nothing can be more nourifliing 
and nothing more delightful, to the fpiritual Man— He 
leadeth nte forth, to Adhvjty and Duty, by the fill Waters . 
With a Senfe of my Intcrell in CHR 1ST and his inex- 
hauftible Fulnefs, He refrelheth my Spirit, and animates 
me to Obedience.—When, through the Infirmity of my 
Flelh, I fall and contraft Guilt, He reforeth my Soul. 
He teacheth me to behold the bleeding Lamb of G OD, 
and to fee all my Sins laid upon my SAVIOUR. 
This renews my Strength, and re-infpirits my drooping 
Refolutions. —Thus He leadeth me on ; enables me toper- 
fevere and advance, in the Paths of Righteoufnefs and true 
Holinefs, Not for my Merit, but for his own Name’s 
fahi not to recompenfe any Excellency in me, but to 
manifeft the exceeding Riches of his own Grace. 
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(lean Hands and a pure Heart *. He Jhall receive the 
Bleffing f of Remiflion and Reconciliation ; and 
Righteoufnefs, as the Caufe of both, from the GOD 
of his Salvation. Even that perfect Righteoufnefs, 
whic^i is not acquired by Man, but beftowed by 
JEHOVAH: which is not performed by the 
Saint, but received J by the Sinner : which is the 
only folid Bafts, to fupport our Hopes of Happinefs$ 
and the only valid Plea, for an Admiflion into the 
Manfions of Joy.—Then follows the Apoflrophe. 
The Prophet forefees the Afcenfion of CHRIST 
and of his Saints. He fees his LORD, marching 
at the Head of the redeemed World, and conduct¬ 
ing them unto the City of the living GOD. 
Suitably to fuch a View, and in a moil beautiful 
Strain of Poetry, He addrefles Himfelf to the hea¬ 
venly Portals ; Lift up your Heads, O ye Gates , and be 
ye lift up , ye everlajling Doors ; and the King of Glory, 
with all the Heirs of his Grace and Righteoufnefs, 

Jhall 

* Pfal. xxiv. 4. Who hath a pure Heart ? He only 
whofe Heart is fprinkled from an evil Confcience, by the 
precious Blood of CHRIST. Who hath clean Hands? 
He only, who lives, and orders his whole Converfation, 
by Faith in the SON of GQD . Heb. x. zz. Gal. ii. 
20 . 

f What the Pfalmift means, when He fays. The Blef¬ 
fing, is explained by Himfelf, Pfal. xxxii. 1. Blejfed if 
He, vibofe TranfgrsJJion is forgiven, vohoje Sin is covered. 
And it is well obferved by a certain Writer; “ Righte- 
f< oufnefs being found only in JESUS CHR 1 ST, the 
“ Subftitute for the Guilty, to Him alone the Bleffing 
?* has refpeft. The Bleffing refts only on his Righte- 
“ oufnefs, and follows it wherever it goes. To whom- 
“ foever it extends, the Bleffing is alfo conveyed.” 

J The Words of the Apoftle, 0 tr,t Jwp.annic 

imatoounii, are almoft a literal Tranflation, are the very 
belt Explanation, of the Pfalmift’s Language, nptv HW> 
Rem. V. 17. Pfal, jaiv. 5. 
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Jball make their triumphant Entry; jhall enter in, 
and go out no more. 

Having fliewn the powerful and extenfive Influ¬ 
ence of our REDEEMER’S Righteoufnefs; its 
Efficacy, in this World to juftifv, in the other World 
to glorify} well may the fweet Singer of Ifrael pro- 
fefs his fupreme Value for it, and entire Dependence 
on it. 1 will go forth in the Strength of the LORD 
GOD , and will make mention of thy Righteoufnefs 
only *. As though He had laid } I will have rccourfe 
to no other Righteoufnefs, for the Confolation of 
my Soul. I will plead no other Righteoufnefs, for 
the Recommendation of my Perfon. I will fly to no 
other Righteoufnefs, for my final Acceptance, and 
endlefs Felicity.—This is that Raiment of Needle¬ 
work and Clothing of wrought Gold f, in which the 
Church, the Queen-Confort, is prefented to her 
immortal Bridegroom } with which She enters the 
everlafting Habitations, to be “ for ever with the 

LORD.”—This is that Garment for Glory and 
for Beauty X» which clothed our great HIGH- 
PRIEST ; and, defeending to his very Feet ||, 
clothes and adorns the loweft Members of his myf- 
tical Body. 

Recolle&ing all the fordgoing Particulars, juftly 
and on the moil rational Ground, does our royal 

Author 

* Pfal. Ixxi. 16. There is, in the Hebrew Original, 
and in the new Tranflation, a very emphatical Repeti¬ 
tion ; which adds Weight to the Sentiment, and demands 
a peculiar Attention from the Reader: Thy Righteoufnefs, 
even thine only. 

f Pfal. xlv. 13. 

J Excd. xxviii. 31. Notabat, fays Witsivs upon 
the Place, illud Pallium 'jujlitia, quo indutus tjl, ij fuot 
Jnduit CHRISTUS. 

|| Rev. i. 13. 
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Author declare; Blejfed are the People , that know the 
joyful Sound: they Jhall walk, O LORD, in the 
Light of thy Countenance. In thy Name Jhall they re¬ 
joice all the Day : and in thy Righteouftefs Jhall they be 
exalted *.—They are truly blefled, they alone are 
happy, who know the joyful Sound of the Gofpel j 
not only receive it with their Ears, but admit it 
into their very Hearts; fo as to partake of the fa- 
cred Peace, and fpiritual Liberty, which it pro¬ 
claims.— They Jhall walk in the Light of thy Counte¬ 
nance ; they fhall enjoy fach Communications of 
thy Grace, and fuch Manifeftations of thy Love, 
as will conftitute the Serenity and Sunfhine of their 
Souls.— In thy Name O LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
in thy matchlefs Perfon, and thy infinite Merits, 
fiall they rejoice f. And not occafionally, but ha¬ 
bitually j 


* Pfal. Ixxxix. 15, 16. 

-}• Some Readers, perhaps, may think this Interpre¬ 
tation of the Word Righteoufnefs, not ftriclly proper; 
and the Proof which Afpa/io draws from fuch Paffages of 
Scripture, not fufticientlv conclulivc.—For their Satis- 
faftion and my own, I would alk ; What other Inter¬ 
pretation, confident with the Tenour of the Gofpel, 
can be put upon the Word? Can it mean GOD’s Juf- 
tice, W'hich giveth to All according to their Dcferts ? In 
this View, David could have little Caufe to rejoice in ir, 
but abundant Reafon to be terrified at it.—Does it fig- 
nify GOD’s Faitbfulnefs in performing his Promifes ? 
What are all his Promifes, but Exprelfions of Good-will 
in CHRIST ; founded on the Merits and Righteouf¬ 
nefs of CHRIST ; or, as the ApoiUe fpeaks, yea and 
amen, both made and confirmed, in CHRIST J E S US f 
—Does it denote the Mercy and Benignity ofGOD, juf- 
tifying, regenerating, faving Sinners ? This Scnfe, and 
indeed every comfortable Senfe, either immediately re¬ 
fers to, or ultimately terminates in, CHRIST and his 
Grace; CHRIST and his Righteoufnefs. For, in every 

Thing 
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bitually; not barely at forae diftinguifhed Intervals, 
but all the Day. Their Joy {hall be as lafting, as 
it is fubftantial.— Though abafed, though con¬ 
founded in thcmfelves, in thy Righteoufnefs Jhall they 
be exalted ; now exalted to a State of holy Friend- 
fhip and delightful Communion with GOD; and 
exalted when Time (hall be no more, to a State 
of celeftial Glory, and eternal Blifs. 

How thoroughly evangelical is this feraphic Wri¬ 
ter ! He has Joy, He has Bleflednefs, and He looks 
for everlafling Exaltation. Yet not from his Faith, 
his Repentance, and his own fincere Obedience. 
According to this, which is the modern Scheme, 
Faith, inftead of receiving, would fupplant the 
LORD JESUS: Repentance, inftead of being 
the Gift of CHRIST, would become his Rival: 
and fincere Obedience, which is for the Praife and 
Glory of GOD, would eclipfe and impoverijh his 
Grace.—But David adopts no fitch Sentiments, 
David maintains no fuch Doftrine. This is the 
invariable Language of his Heart; this the Burden 
of his Song; All my Springs of Hope, of Truft, 
and Confolation, O thou adored IMMANUEL, 
are in Thee *. 

This Senfe is the lefs precarious, I'had almoft 
laid the more certain, as it exactly correfponds with 
the Analogy of Faith, and coincides with the ex- 
jirefs Declarations of other Scriptures.— Ifaiah is 
ftyled the Ei>angelijl of the Jew'tjh Church. Be- 
caufe, more frequently than any of the Prophets, 

he 

Thingconfolatory, CHRIST is ALL. And if this 
be trne, Afpafit'h Dodtrine cannot be falfe nor his Ex* 
pofition wrong. 

* Pfal. Ixxxvii. 7. 
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he celebrates, and more copioufly explains, this 
and other Peculiarities of the Gofpel.—In the very 
firft Chapter, He preaches thefe glad Tidings} 
Sion Jhall be redeemed with Judgment , and her Con¬ 
verts with Righteoufnefs. Sion, the Gofpel Church, 
compofed of fallen Creatures, fomewhat difobedient 
to their GOD, and enflaved to Satan, (hall be re¬ 
deemed. Redeemed, not with corruptible Things, 
Silver and Gold, but by fevere Judgments executed 
on their glorious HEAD, and gracious RE¬ 
PRESENTATIVE. And not by thefe only, 
but by Righteoufnefs alfo; by the perfect and moft 
meritorious Obedience of the fame divinely excel¬ 
lent PERSON*. 

Our facred Author bears his Teftimony with 
warmer Zeal and brighter Evidence, as he proceeds 
in his incomparable Difcourfes. Surely , jhall one fay 
(or as it may be rendered, only) in the LORD have 
/ Righteoufnefs and Strength f. Pleafe to obferve, 

Thcrott, 

* HancRedemptionemdoeet SPIRITUSSANCTUS 
habere N01 in Ohedientia Of Sanguine J E S U C HR 1 ST I. 
Iiai. i. 27. Vitring. in Loc. 

f I fat. xlv. 24. In the LORD have 1 Righteoufnefs 
and Strength. I think. We have clouded the Beauty, and 
weakened the Energy of this Claufe, by detaching it fro® 
the preceding Sentence. This Claufe fliould make 2 Part 
of 1 MMANUEL’s auguft Speech. It preferibes the 
Form of that religious Swearing, or of ih&i foletnn Canfef¬ 
fort, which is required from every human Creature, who 
defires to inherit Salvation. Let Us read it in this Con¬ 
nexion, and We (hall have the moft important Doftrine, 
that ever was delivered ; ejrprcfied in the moil forcible 
Manner, that can be conceived. 

; 1 havefwom by Myjelf and all my immortal Perfec¬ 

tions. The Word is gone out of my Mouth in Truth, in 
Wifdom, and confummate Equity j and fhall not return , 
S either 
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Theron, it is not faid, in my 4 wn Works, in my 
own Repentance, no, nor in thy own Faith, but 
in the LORD, in the incarnate JEHOVAH, 
have ( I Righteoufnefs. — Righteou fnefs for Juftifica- 
tion, and Strength for Sanflification. An imputed 
Righteoufnefs, to procure my Acceptance ; an im¬ 
parted Strength, to produce my Holinefs. The 
firft, conftituting iny TitJe to the everlafting Inhe¬ 
ritance ; the laft, forming my perfonal Preparation 
for its Enjoyment.— Surely, which exprefles a firm 
Perfuafion, and an unfhaken Affiance.— Only, 
which denotes an utter Renunciation of all other 
Confidence, and excludes every other Ground of 
Hope. — Rjghteoufncjfes *, the Original is in the plu¬ 
ral Number. Which feems to be ufed, not with¬ 
out an important Defign; to enlarge the Signifi- 
cancy of the Word, and make it correfpond with 
the Ricbnefs of the Blefling. So that it^lhay im¬ 
ply the Fulnefs and fupereminent Excellency of 

this 


either to be repealed, or to be altered.—Who can hear 
fuch an Exordium, from fuch a Speaker, and not be 
awed into the deepelt Reverence ? LORD, We are all 
Attention. What Thou pronounced, with fuch un¬ 
paralleled Solemnity, We mould receive into our very 
Hearts. It ihall be the ruling Principle of our Faith and 
Life. Is fuch our Refolution f This then is the Decree, 
this the Oath of JEHOVAH; To ME every Knee 
Jbull horn ; to ME every Tongue Jball /wear, (lots) fay¬ 
ing, SURELY IN THE LORD HAVE I 
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND STRENGTH.— 
Talk VVcof Confefllon of Faith i Here We have a Con- 
feffion of Faith, drawn up by Omnifcience, and enjoined 
by Omnipotence. 

• nipt* parallel to which, both in Conftru&ion and 
Signification, is the Phrafe ufed by St. John, Anuuvpals, 
Rev. xix. 8. The fine Linen is the Righttoufne/s (properly 
the Rif hteoufnefles) of the Saints. ■ 
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this Gift of Grace; as comprehending what¬ 
ever *, either of Suffering or of Obedience, is re- 
quifite to the Juftification of Sinners. 

Therefore the Prophet adds; in the LORD , 
Jhall nil the Seed of Ifrael be jv/lified, andJhall glory f. 
Moft important and moft precious Text! Every 
Expieffion is big with Truth, and bright with 
Grace.— All the Seed: intimating, that the Way of 
Salvation, in every Age of the World, and to all 
the People of GOD, is invariable and one.— 
What is this invariable Way? It is to be pardoned, 
and delivered from Wrath; to be approved, and 
admitted into Favour; or, as the infeed Penman 
exprefles it, to be ju/lified. —How is this effeCied ? 
Not by our upright Aims, not by our lincere En¬ 
deavours, but by having a real a;jd proper Rightt- 
oufncfs.-— Where is this to be had ? Not in Our- 
felyes; not in any Accomplifhments, or any Per¬ 
formances of our own; but in the LORD RE¬ 
DEEMER, and his confummately righteous 
Nature, Affections, Actions.—Are thefe fufficicnt 
for the Purpofe ? So fufficicnt, that We may not 
only confide, but glory in them. They afford 
Caufe, not only for the Stedfaftnefs of Reliance, 
but for the Elevations of Triumph. Cleaving to 
thefe. We may look Sin and Satan, look Death and 
Hell in the Face; and fay, with a noble Defiance, 
Who Jhall condemn Us ? 

What 

* Full dicere Prof beta, in JEHOFAH (Jfe ID PR. OP* 
ter quoD Pcreator refpi/eensiA credent, a Peccatis ab» 
folvi, & jure ad Benediihonem cceleftem denari queatac- 
debeat : ejft illud JEHO VAE frofrium ; ab ipfo quart** 
dun ; quod extra ipjum non inuenitur. Vitkins. 

f Ifai. xlv. 2;. 
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What he had juft now aflerted, he exemplifies in 
his own, and in the Perfon of every true Believer. 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my Soul Jhall he 
joyful in my God ; for He hath clothed me with the 
Garments of Salvation, He hath covered me with the 
Robe of Righteoufncfs *. True Believers are com¬ 
pared, in one of our facred Eclogues, to a Company 
of Horfes in Pharaoh's Chariot f ; to Horfes, than 
which no Animal is more ftately and graceful: to 
Egyptian Horfes, which were the bell and complete!!, 
then in the World : to thofe in Pharaoh's Chariot, 
which, doubtlefs, were a choice Set; fclecled from 
Thoufands; and fineft, where all were fine. Here, 
methinks, 1 fee the Comparifon realized. Chrif- 
tians, endued with fuch a Spirit, as breathes in this 
animated Text, are like £ Colle&ion of gallant 
and majeftic Steeds ; not deftined to low Drudgery, 
but appointed to run in the royal Chariot; all Life ; 
full of Fire; champing the Bit, and eager for the 
Chafe. Nothing can more beautifully dcfcribe a 
State of Exultation and Ardour, than the preceding 
Similitude, or the following Words—/ will rejoice ; 
I will greatly rejoice ; my very Soul, and all that is 
within me, Jhall be joyful in my G OD. Wherefore ? 
Becaufe He has clothed me, undone Sinner as I am, 
with the Garments of Salvation : becaufe He hath co¬ 
vered me, defective as all my Services are, with the 
Robe of Righteoufncfs %. A Robe, which hides every 
Corruption, and covers every Sin j fo that neither 

Stain 

* Ilai. lxi. io. + Cant. i. 9. 

J Id quodPeccatorem nudum tegit coram DEO, e/f fanC- 
tijjtma & pretiofa Juftitia Jive Obedientia CHRIST I 
yESV. Hoc Vejle DEVS Populum fuum Induit, tam 
quod earn Credentibus ex Gratio imputat; turn quod eos Fide 
don at, per quam eandem ad fe applicant . Vitrjnc. 
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Stain nor Deformity appear in my Character. A 
Robe, which adorns and dignifies my Soul; ren¬ 
ders it fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun *, and 
meet for the Inheritance of Saints in Light. 

Having reprefented this Righteoufnefs, in a Va¬ 
riety of grand and charming Views—the Prophet 
farther characterizes it, as the unalterable and never- 
failing Origin of our Juftification and Happinefs, 
This he difplays by a Train of Images, bold and 
fublime to the laft Degree. Lift up your Eyes to the 
Heavens , and look upon the Earth beneath : for the 
Heavens jhall vanijh away like Smoke , and the Earth 
Jhall wax old like a Garment ; but my Salvation Jhall 
be for ever , and tny Righteoufnefs Jhall not be abolijhed f. 
—Obferve the vaft Dimenfions, and the firm Foun¬ 
dations, both of the upper and the lower World. 
How ftrong, how ftedfaft, they all appear! Yet 
thefe, indifl'oluble as they may feem, (hall perifli. 
—This majeftic Globe, on which Summers fhine 
and flowery ProfpeCts fmile, fhall lofe its beautiful 
Glofs ; and foon be laid afule, like a decayed ufe- 
lefs Garment. Even that more majeftic Concave, 
in which Stars glitter, and Comets glow, fhall be 
deprived of its very fuperior Splendour j and vanifh 
away, like the unfubftantial diffolving Smoke.— 
Whereas, my Salvation, together with the ineftim- 
able Bleflings comprehended in it, fhall fubfift, 
fhall flourifh for ever. And my Righteoufnefs, which 
is the meritorious Caufe of all, Jhall not be abolijhed j 
but remain an immoveable Bafts and an inviolable 
SanCtuary, for the Repofe and Safety of Sinners. 
—In fhort; whether there be moral Virtues, they 
fhall be found wanting ; whether there be chriftian 
Vot. II. B b Graces, 

* Cant. ui. 10. f Ifai. li. 6. 
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Graces they (hall prove ineffectual; but my Con¬ 
formity to the Law, and my Obedience unto Death, 
neither need Addition, nor admit of Alteration. 
They are all-fufficient in their Merit, and in their 
Agency everlajling. 

When Day arifes on our benighted Hemifphere, it 
breaks and fpreads by a gradual Increafe. Forming, 
firft, the grey Twilight; next, the blufhing Morn j 
then, the ftiining Light; till all is heightened into 
the Blaze and Glow of Noon.—When Spring re- 
vifits our wintry Clime, She alfo advances by gen¬ 
tle Degrees. Firft, fwclls the Bud, and protrudes 
the Gem. Then, expands the Leaf, and unfolds 
the Bloffom. The Face of Things is continually 
changing for the better ; till, at Length, all the 
Country is covered with Bloom and Verdure.— 
This leifurely Procefs, renders th ejirong Effulgence 
of the celeftial Orb, more fupportable; and the 
lovely Expanfions of the vegetable Creation, more 
obfervable. 

So progrcflive and increafing are the Difplays of 
JESUS CHRIST,, exhibited in the Scriptures. 
Whofe Appearance is unfpeakably more delightful to 
the Soul, than the Emanations of orient Light are 
to the Eye, or the Entertainments of the vernal Sea- 
fon to our other Senfes.—The Gloom of fallen 
Adam was alleviated by a Ray from this SUN 
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. — Abraham and 
the Patriarchs faw afar off the bleffed JESUS, 
as the Morning fpread upon the Mountains *. —The 
Pfalmijl and the Prophets, beheld his nearer Ap¬ 
proaches, like the Sun upon the Point of Rifing.—« 
To the Apoftles and Evatigelifts He arofe, in perfect 

Luftre, 


* Joel ii. 2, 
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Luftre, and complete Beauty. The Grace and the 
Privileges, which dawned under other Difpenfations, 
are brought even to meridian Light by the Gofpel. 
—This I mention, juft to intimate, what You may 
expedt from a following Letter. 

In the mean Time, let Us attend to the Prophet 
Daniel. He records a Meffage from Heaven, which 
is more clearly defcripuve of this great evange¬ 
lical Bleffing, than all the foregoing Texts.—He 
had been under much Diftrefs, and in great Per¬ 
plexity : affiidled for his own, and his Country¬ 
mens Sins; anxious for the Welfare of the chofen 
Nation, and the Profperity of true Religion. When 
an Angel was difpatched to the holy Mourner, with 
this moft chearing News; which, received by Faith, 
is the richeft Balm to a wounded Copfcience, and 
the only Remedy for a guilty World. Seventy Weeks 
are determined upon thy People , and upon thy holy City j 
to finijh the Tranfgrejfion , and make an End of Sin ; to 
make Reconciliation for Iniquity ; and to bring in ever- 
lajling Righteoufnefs *.—This Prophecy, without 
all Contradidlion, relates to the M E S SIA H. It 
foretels, that, in the Fulnefs of Time, He fhould 
finijh the TranfgreJJion f; reftrain and fupprefs the 
Power of Corruption, by purifying to Himfelf a pe¬ 
culiar People.—Should make an end of Sin J; by 
fealing up or fecreting its Guilt, and totally abolifh- 
ing its condemning Power—Should make Reconci¬ 
liation for Iniquity ; by fuftaining the Vengeance due 
to Sinners, and fully fatisfying the divine Juftice 
for all their Offences. 

But, as to fuffer Punifhment, is one Thing; and 
to obey the Precept, is another: as Pardon of Sin, 

B b 2 does 

• Dan. ix. 24. f j am 
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does by no Means complete the Privilege of Juni¬ 
fication : It is added, that the MESSIAH fhould 
alfo bring in an everlajiing Righteoufnefs — A Righte¬ 
oufnefs, or an adequate and perfeft Conformity to 
all the Dictates of the Law. Which confifts, in 
an habitual Holinefs of Nature, and an aflual Obe¬ 
dience of Life—This He fhould not barely publifh, 
but accomplifh and bring in *. That it may be pre- 
fented both to GOD and Man; to GOD, for 
the Reparation of his violated Law; to Man, for 
the Juftification of his obnoxious Perfon—-That 
this Righteoufnefs fhould be everlajiing ; not fuch 
as may be Compared to the Morning Cloud, which 
foon paffeth away; or to the early Dew, which is 
foon dried up; but fuch as will out daft the Hills, 
on which the latter fhines ; and out-laft the Skies, 
through which the former fails. A Righteoufnefs, 
Whofe Merits extend to every Period and every Ac¬ 
tion of our Lives ; and when once made ours by 
Imputation, remains and will remain our unalienable 
Property.—To this all the Saints, who, in antient 
Generations, pleafed GOD, owe their Accep¬ 
tance ; on this, all the Children of Men, who, in 
future Ages, hope for his Favour, mull rely; by 
this the whole AfTembly of the BlefTed, will be in¬ 
variably and eternally precious in his Sight.—Ex¬ 
alted Chara&er! Can it be applicable to any Thing 

lefs, 

• I think, mull fignify more than to pullijb or 

freacb. Had this been all that the Angel was commif- 
fioned to declare, ttpa 1 ? or would probably have 
been ufed,—The Word implies fuch a bringing in (the 
Original is the fame) as when Abel brought his Sacrifice 
to the Altar, for the divine Acceptance; and E/au brought 
his Venifon into the Chamber, for his Father’s Ufe, Gen. 
iv. 4. xxvii. to. 



tET. 4. ASPASIO TO THEROai. 389 

left, than the Righteoufnefs of the incarnate GOD? 
Surely, None can imagine, that Daniel would fpeak 
in fuch a magnificent Strain of any human Righteouf¬ 
nefs; fince, in this very Chapter, he profefiedly 
depreciates Himfelf, his Fellow-faints, and all hu¬ 
man Performances whatever. 

I forgot, in the proper Place, to confult the Pro¬ 
phet Jeremiah. Let Us now refer Ourfelves to his 
Determination. Celebrating the SAVIOUR of 
Judah and Ifrael , He fays ; This is his Name , whereby 
He Jhall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGH¬ 
TEOUSNESS. A Determination, fo clear and 
fatisfa£tory, as not to leave, One would almoft con¬ 
clude, any Room for Appeal.—Should the Senfe of 
the PafTage be queftioned, I think, there cannot be 
a more authentic Explication, than the preceding 
Extracts from Ifaiah and Daniel. Having the una¬ 
nimous Atteftation of two infpired Penmen, We 
may venture to abide by fuch Authority, even in 
Oppofition to fome refpe&able Names.—In the Verfe 
immediately foregoing, the ejfential Holinefs of the 
REDEEMER is difplayed, under the Chara&er 
of the RIGHTEOUS BRANCH. —The 
San&ity, which He will impart to his Subjcfls, is 
intimated by his executing Judgment and JuJlice in 
the Earth. —In the Claufe, We have quoted, his 
imputed Righteoufnefs is foretold and promifed.—• 
Thus, the feveral Sentences are diftinfl; the De- 
fcription of the SAVIOUR is complete; and 
He appears perfectly fuited to the Exigencies of a 
wretched World. A World, in its worft Eftate, 
cnilaved to Satan; and in its beft, falling Ihort of 
B b 3 the 

# 0 LORD, Righteou/ntfs belcngetbunto Thee, but un¬ 
to Us Ctnfufion of Facts. Ver. 7. 
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the Glory of GOD.—This, therefore, I take to 
be the grand and extenfive Meaning of the Pro¬ 
phet; not barely. The righteous LORD; not 
barely. The LORD who infufes Righteoufnefs 
into finful Souls; but the incarnate JEHOVAH*, 
whofe mediatorial Righteoufnefs is, by an Aft of 
gracious Imputation, ours —to all the Intents of 
Juftification and Salvation, ours—as much ours for 
thefe blefled Purpofes, as if We had wrought it 
out, each in his own Perfon f. 

Forefeeing and contemplating thefe Bleffings, the 
enraptured Zecbariah cries out; Rejoice greatly, O 
Daughter of Sion ; Jhout, O Daughter of Jerufalem ; 
behold, thy King cometh unto Thee: He is juft, and 
having Salvation, lowly and riding upon an Afs, and 
upon a Colt the Foal of an Afs %.—He addrefles 
himfelf to Sion and Jerufalem , to the ecclefiaftical 
and civil Community. People of all Ranks and 
of every Charafter, are exhorted to rejoice ; to 

rejoice 

• Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. In thefe golden, infinitely better 
than golden Verfes, are chara£tcrifed the divine and the 
human Natures of CHRIST, together with ’n.s medi¬ 
atorial Office. The divine Nature ; in that He enjoys 
the Honours of the GODHEAD. and poffdlcs the in¬ 
communicable Name J EHO V AH —The human Na¬ 
ture ; in that He was to be raifed up unto David, and 
{bring as a Branch from his Root —The mediatorial Of¬ 
fice ; in that He is the Righteoufnefs of his People, and the 
Salvation of Sinners. 

f Witsius, fpeaking of the mediatorial Righteouf- 
nefs, has written in Latin, what Afpafio expreffies in Eng- 
lifh ; Per ilium Obedient iam tot a Multitude illorum, qui ad 
Jpfumpertinent, juiti conltituuntur; id eft, cenfentur Jut 
habere ad eeternam Vitam, non minus quam ft quilibet eorum 
in propria Perfona tllam Obedientiam pueftitiffet. Lib. II. 
cap. v. 

J Zech, ix. 9. 
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rejoice greatly ; nay, to exprefs the Joy of their 
Heart; by loud Hallelujahs , and triumphant Excla¬ 
mations. —What is the Caufe of this general Delight ? 
Who can fill both Church and State with futh high 
Satisfaction ? Thy King cornetb unto Thee ; even that 
glorious KING, who rules in Heaven, and rules 
in the Heart; whofe Service is Freedom, and whole 
Laws are Love. He comes, to be made Flelh, and 
to dwell in thy Nature.— He is ju/l ; divinely righ¬ 
teous in his Perfon; confummately righteous in his 
Life; and fulfils all Rtghteoufnefs in thy Stead.— 
Having Salvation ; not fetting Thee to procure it, 
but procuring it for Thee. Bringing with Him a 
great, a complete, an eternal Salvation ; fully pre¬ 
pared, in all Points finiflied, and free for thy Ac¬ 
ceptance.—That none may be difcouraged, and 
none deterred, from applying to this PRINCE 
of Peace, He is, amidft all the Honours of his Sove¬ 
reignty, lowly: does not abhor the Bafell, will 
not defpife the Meaneft: to the Poor and W orth- 
lefs his Gofpel is preached, for the Guilty and 
Abominable his Benefits are intended.—As an Em¬ 
blem, as a Proof, of this mod amiable and conde- 
fcending Goodnefs, He will ride ; not like the Con¬ 
querors of the Nations, in a fplendid triumphal 
Chariot, or on a richly caparifoned Steed j but up¬ 
on the moll mean and defpicabie of all Animals, 
an AJs : nay, what is ftill more defpicabie, on a 
rude undifeiplined Colt, the wayward Foal of an 
Afs*. 

And 

• Becaufe fome profane Scoffers have prefumed to ri¬ 
dicule this very remarkable Incident of our LORD'S 
Life, fome Interpreters of Note have endeavoured to ref- 
cue it from their abufive Attempts, by obferving—‘‘ That 
B b 4 “ the 
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And now—fince my Tberon confeffes Himfelf to 
be tniferable, and poor, and naked: fince the Eyes of 

his 


" the Eajlern Afles are much larger and more graceful 

*' than ours. 1 hat Patriarchs anti Judges thought it no 

“ Difgrace to ride upon them.” 

This Obfervation has, I fear, more of falfe Delicacy, 
than of real Truth, or Chriflian Simplicity. In the Pa¬ 
triarchal Ages, I acknowledge, Perfbns of high Diflinc- 
tion, thought it no Dilhonour, to appear on this Animal. 
But I very much queftion, whether the fame Fafhion fub- 
fiiled, or the fame Way of Thinking prevailed, in the 
Reign of Tiberius Ceefar. The Apoftle mentions, not 
AiTcs, but Horfes, as the ufual Means of Conveyance. 
See Jam. iii. 3.—Nay, 1 am ftrongly inclined to fufpeft, 
that the plain primitive Cuitom was fuperfeded, even in 
the Days of Zechariah. For, long before this Time I 
find, that Solomon hadfour thoufand Stalls of Horfes for his 
Cbari'ots, and twelve thoufand liorfemen j and that Horfes 
were brought to Him out of Egypt, and divers other Coun¬ 
tries, 1 Kings iv. 26. x. 28, 29. From this Period, it is 
probable, none but the Poor and inferior Sort of People 
rode upon Afles.—When Ifaiah prophefied. The Land was 
full of Horfes, Ifai. ii. 7. Under the Perjian Monarchy, 
when Zecbariah flouriihed, Horfes were in ftill greater 
Repute. Well therefore might the Prophet fay, with 
Wonder and Delight— lowly ; and, as a Demonftration 
thereof, riding upon an Afs ! Whereas, if the Proceflion 
had been performed on a graceful Animal, and in a re- 
fpeftable Manner, how was this an Evidence of our 
REDEEMER’S Lowlinefs. 

They, who would dignify this Aftion, any otherwife 
than from its greatly to be admired Abafement, feem to 
have forgotten the Stable, the Manger, and the Croft.— 
They, who would ennoble this Animal, From any Con-* 
fideration, whatever, feem tomiftake entirely theDefign 
of the Prophet. He intends to exhibit a Pitture, where 
Magnificence and Humiliation meet in their Extremes. 
A K.ng, clothed with Righteoufnefs, anddifpenfing Sal¬ 
vation ; yet defpifed and reje&ed, by the Wife, the 
Mighty, the Proud. Supremely majeftic and deferable, 
to the Eye of Faith; yet having no Form nor Cornell- 
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his Underftanding are enlightened, to fee the Im¬ 
purity of his Heart, and the Imperfe&ion of his 
Righteoufnefs— what Advice, cheating and falu- 
tary, fliall 1 fuggeft ? O! let Him liften to an 
ADVISER, infinitely more able and compaflion- 
ate. Liften to HIM, who is the A NT I ENT 
OF DAYS, and the WISDOM OF GOD; 
I counfcl Thee, fays the BlefTed JESUS, to buy of 
me Gold tried in the Fire, that Thou mayejl be rich ; 
and white Raiment, that Thou mayejl be clothed *.— 
Gold! What can this denote, but all thofe fpiri- 
tual Treafures, which are hid in CHRIST? 
Which are, in Meafurc, unfearchable; in Value, 
ineftimable; in Duration, eternal. — White Rai¬ 
ment / Surely this muft fignify the Righteoufnefs of 
our REDEEMER; which is all Purity, and 
all Perfeftion. Which clothes the Soul, as a moft 
fuitable and commodious Garment arrays the Body. 
Which will prefent the Believer, void of Shame, 
and free from Blemilh; will prefent Him, with 
Confidence and Honour, before the Throne of the 
MAJESTY in the Heavens. 

This, 

nef% in the Eye of Senfe. Higher, far higher than the 
Heavens, yet offering Himfelf and his Benefits to the 
Vulgar, the Sordid, the Vile. 

Was it a mean Attitude? Exceedingly mean? Mean 
even to Contempt ? I make no fcruple to grant it: nay, 

1 make my Boaft of it! It is for the Honour of my 
LORD’S Condefcenfion : it is for the inter Confufion of 
all worldly Pomp and Grandeur: and it is for the un- 
fpeakable Comfort of my finful Soul.—Moft charming 
Humility l Moft endearing Gentlenefs * HE, who ridetb 
upon the Heavens as it •were upon an Horfe, and maketh the 
Clouds his Chariot, to atone for my Pride, and to encou¬ 
rage my Hope, difdained not, in the Days of his Fleih, 
to ride upon an Afs. 

* Rev. iii. 18. 
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This, to ufe the delicate Language, and amiable 
Images of Ifaiab—This Do&rine, embraced by a 
realizing Faith, is the only Pillow of Reft, where¬ 
with Tie may caufe the weary and heavy-laden Soul to 
find, Repofe ; and this is the fovereign Cordial, pre¬ 
pared by infinite Mercy, for the Refrejbment of an¬ 
xious and defponding Tranfgreflbrs. O! Let Us 
not be in the Number of thofe proud and refradlory 
Creatures, who, though they infinitely needed, yet 
would not hear * the gracious News, nor receive the 
unfpeakable Benefit.—In this refpe£t, and in this 
moft eminently, is that other Saying of the fame 
fublime Teacher, true; The LORD of Hojls Jhall 
he for a Crown of Glory, andfor a Diadem of Beauty , 
to the Reftdue of his People f. Shall we tear from our 
Temples, or reject with Difdain, this unfading and 
heavenly Ornament; in order to fubftitute a mean 
and tawdry Chaplet of our own ? 

Let me add a pertinent Paffage from one of our 
celebrated dramatic Writers. Which, if proper in 
bis Senfe, will be incomparably more fo, according 
to our Manner of Application. 

■ It were contemning, 

With impious felf-fufficient Arrogance, 

This Bounty of our GOD, not to accept. 

With every Mark of Honour, fuch a Gift. 

I might proceed to urge this Expoftulation of the 
Poet, as I might eafily have multiplied my Quota¬ 
tions from holy Writ. But, ftudious of Brevity, I 
refign both, without farther Enlargement, to your 
own Meditation. Yet more ftudious of my Friend’s 

Happi- 


* Ifai. xxviii. 1 z. 


f Ifai. xxviii. 5. 
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Happinefs, I cannot conclude without wiihing Him 
an Intereft, a clear and eftablifhed Intereft, in this 
everlafting Righteoufnefs of CHRIST. For fo, 
and fo only, can He have everlafing Confutation and 
good Hope through Grace.—I am, my dear Theron, 

Inviolably Tours, 

Aspasio. 

P. S. Oppofite to the Room in which I write, is a 
moft agreeable Profpeft of the Gardens and 
the Fields. Thefe , covered with Herbage, and 
loaded with Corn: thofe adorned with Flowers, 
and abounding with Efculents. Ail appearing 
with fo florid and fo beautiful an Afpcdt, that 
they really feem, in Conformity to the Pfalmijl 's 
Defcriptiori, even to laugh andfug.-—Let me 
juft obferve. That all thefe fine scenes, all 
thefe rich productions fprung—from what? 
From the Diffolution of the refpedtive Seeds. 
The Seeds planted by the Gardener, and the 
Grain fowed by the Hufbandman, firft perilhed 
in the Ground, and then the copious increafe 
arofe. 

Much after the fame Manner, a true Faith 
in CHRIST and his Righteoufnefs arifes—- 
from what? From the Ruins of Self-fufficien* 
cy, and the Death of perfonal Excellency. 
Let me therefore intreat my Theron , ftill to 
take the Diary for his Counfellor; ftill to 
keep an Eye on the Depravity of his Nature, 
and the Mifcarriages of his Life. The more 
clearly We fee, the more deeply We feel, our 

Guilt 
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Guilt and our Mifery, the more highly fhall 
We value the Obedience of our bleffed 
SURETY.—In fuch a Heart, Faith will 
ilourifh as a Rofe, and lift up its Head like a 
Cedar in Lebanon . To fuch a Soul, the great 
REDEEMER’s Righteoufnefs will be wel¬ 
come, as Waters to the thirfty Soil, or as 
Rivers in the Sandv Defart. 


LETTER V. 

ASPASIO TO THERON. 

Dear Theron, 

QIVE me leave to relate an uncommon Acci¬ 
dent ; which happened a little while ago, in 
this Neighbourhood; and of which I myfelf was a 
Spe&ator.—-The Day was the Sabbath; the Place 
appropriated to divine Worfliip, was the Scene of 
this remarkable Affair; and the Inftant of its taking 
Place, was the beginning of the Sermon. When 
tbe AmbafTador of CHRIST, rifen with a vener¬ 
able Afped, and addrefling his Audience with be¬ 
coming Gravity, drew Attention “ ftill as Night, 
** or Summer’s Noon-tide Air.” 

At this Interval of deep Compofure, a Boy came 
running into the Church, breathlefs and trembling. 
He told, but in a low Voice, thofe who Rood near, 

' that 
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that a Prefs-gang * was advancing, to befiege the 
Doors, and arreft the Sailors.— An Alarm was im¬ 
mediately taken. The Seamen, with much Hurry, 
and no fmall Anxiety, began to fhift for themfelves. 
The reft of the Congregation, perceiving an un- 
ufual Stir, were ftruck with Surprize.—A Whifper 
of Enquiry ran from Seat to Seat; which increafed, 
by Degrees, into a confufed Murmur, and a ftrange 
Commotion. No One could inform his Neighbour. 
Therefore, every One was left to folve the Appear¬ 
ance, from the Suggeftions of a timorous Imagination. 
Some fufpefted, the Town was on fire. Some were 
apprehenfive of an Invafion from the Spaniards. 
Others looked up, and looked round, to fee if the 
Walls were not giving way, and the Roof falling 
upon their Heads.—In a few Moments, the Con- 
fternation became general. The Men ftood like 
Statues, in filent Amazement, and unavailing Per¬ 
plexity. The Women Ihrieked aloud; fell into 
Fits; funk to the Ground in a Swoon. Nothing 
was feen, but wild Diforder ; nothing heard, but 
tumultuous'Clamour. —Drowned was the Preacher’s 
Voice. Had he fpoke in Thunder, his Meflage 
would fcarce have been regarded. To have gone 
on with his Work, amidft fuch a Ferment of Run¬ 
ning Sounds and aftonifhed Minds, had been like ar¬ 
guing with a Whirlwind, or talking to a Tempeft. 

This 

* The Reader, it is hoped, will excufe whatever may 
appear low, or favour of the Plebeian, in any of thefe Cir- 
cumftances. If Jfpajio had let Himfelf to invent the De- 
fcription of a Panic, He would probably have formed it 
upon fome more raifed and dignified Incident. But as 
this was a real Matter of FaS, which lately happened in 
one'of our Sea-port Towns; Truth, even in a plain 
Brefs, may poflibly be no lefs acceptable than Fidion, 
tricked up with the moil fplendid Embelliihments. 
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This brought to my Mind that great tremendous 
Day, when the Heavens (hall pafs away 5 when the 
Earth fhall be diflblved; and all its Inhabitants re¬ 
ceive their final Doom.—If, at fuch Incidents of 
very inferior Dread, our Hearts are ready to fail; 
what unknown and inconceivable Aftonifhment 
muft feize the guilty Confcience, when the Hand 
of the ALMIGHTY lhall open thofe unparal¬ 
leled Scenes of Wonder, Defolation, and Horror! 
—When the Trumpet fhall found—The Dead arife 
—The World be in Flames—The JUDGE on 
the Throne—and all Mankind at the Bar! 

The Trumpet Jhall found*, fays the prophetic 
Teacher. And how alarming, how ftupendous the 
Summons! Nothing equal to it, nothing like it, 
was ever heard through all the Regions of the Uni- 
verfe, or all the Revolutions of Time.—When con¬ 
flicting Armies have difcharged the bellowing Artil¬ 
lery of War, or when victorious Armies have fhout'ed 
for Joy of the Conqueft, the Seas and Shores have 
rung, the Mountains and Plains have echoed. But 
the Voice of the Archangel, and the Trump of 
GOD, will refound from Pole to Pole. It will 
(hake the Pillars of Earth, and ftartle the Dun¬ 
geon of Hell.—Stronger, ftranger ftill! It will pe¬ 
netrate even the deepeft Recefles of the Tomb. It 
will pour its amazing Thunder into all thofe Abodes 
of Silence. The Dead, the very Dead, (hall hear. 

When the Trumpet has founded, the Dead Jhall 
arife.—In a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye, 
the Graves open; the monumental Piles are cleft 
afunder^ the Families; the Nations under-ground, 
ftart into Day. What an immenfe Harveft of Men 

and 


* 1 Cor. xr. 5*. 
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and Women, fpringing up from the Caverns of the 
Earth, and the Depths of the Sea! Stand a while 
my boul, and contemplate the wonderful Spectacle. 
—Adam formed in Paradife, and the Babe born but 
Ycfterday, the earlieft Ages, and lateft Genera¬ 
tions, meet upon the fame Level. Jews and Gen¬ 
tiles, Greeks and Barbarians , People of all Climes 
and Languages, unite in the promiicuous Throng. 
Here, thofe vaft Armies, which, like Swarms of 
Locufts, covered Countries; which, with an irre- 
fiftible Sweep, over-run Empires ; here they all ap¬ 
pear, and here they all are loft. Loft, like the 
fmall Drop of a Bucket, when plunged amidft the 
unfathomable and boundlefs Ocean.—O! the Mul¬ 
titudes ! the Multitudes *! which thefe Eyes fhall 
furvey, when GOD calieth the Heavens from above , 
and the Earth that He may judge his People. What 
Shame muft flufli the guilty Cheek ! What Anguilh 
wound the polluted Breaft! To have all their filthy 
Practices, and infamous Tempers, expofed before 
this innumerable Croud of Witnefles!—Fly, my 
Theron ; and fly, my Soul; inftantly let Us fly, 
earneftly let Us fly, to the purifying Blood of JE¬ 
SUS. That all our Sins may be blotted out; that 
We may be found unblameable and unreprovable y in 
the Prefence of the aflembled World ! and, what is 
infinitely more to be revered, in the Sight of the 
omnipotent GOD. 

When the Swarm iflues, the Hive fha.Il burn. 
There is no more Need of this habitable Globe. 

The 

• If, as it is commonly fuppofed, the Earth contains 
at any one Period of Time, no lefs than four hundred 
Millions of Souls: what a congregation muft all thole 
Generations make, which have fucceeded each other for 
ieven tjioufand Years! 



400 ASPASIO TO THEROW, LET. Jf. 

The Eledt have fought the good Fight, and finifhed 
their Courfe. The Wicked have been tried, and 
found incorrigible. The important Drama is ended. 
Every Adlor has performed his Part. Now there¬ 
fore the Scenes are taken down; and the Stage is 
demolilhed.— Wo be to the Earth , and to the Works 
thereof! Its Streams are turned into Pitch, its Duft 
into Brimftone; and the Breath of the ALMIGH- 
T Y , like a Torrent of Fire, enkindles the Whole. 
See! fee! how the Conflagration rages—fpreads 
■—prevails over all! The Forefts are in a Blaze, 
and the Mountains are wrapt in Flame. Cities, 
Kingdoms, Continents, fink in the burning Deluge. 
London , Britain, Europe are no more. Through all 
the Receptacles of Water, through all the Tradls 
of Land, through the whole Extent of Air, nothing 
is difcernable, but one vaft, prodigious, fiery Ruin. 
—Where now are the Treafures of the Covetous ? 
Where the Pojfeffions of the Mighty? Where the 
Delights of the Voluptuary?—How wife, how happy 
are they, whofe Portion is lodged in heavenly Man- 
fiohs! Their Inheritance is incorruptible. Such 
as the laft Fire cannot reach, nor the Diffolution 
of Nature impair. 

We look upwards. The azure Vault cleaves. 
That ftately Expanfe is rolled back like a Scroll} 
the Regions of Blifs are feen; and the JUDGE, 
the JUDGE appears ! He cometh , cries a mighty 
Seraph, the Herald * of his Approach, He cometh 

to 

* Itfeems, according to the Apoftle’s Reprefentation, 
that, introdu&ory to the Refurredlion of the Dead there 
will be A Shout, the Voice of the Archangel, and the Trump 
of GOD. i Theff. iv. 16.— Firft, A bout of J -y and 
Triumph breaks from the Skies; made by Millions of 

att^udau* 
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to judge the TVirld in Righteoufnefs, and minijier true 
Judgment unto the People ! —He cometh, not as for¬ 
merly, in the Habit of a Servant, but clad with 
uncreated Glory, and arrayed in Light inacceffible. 
He cometh, not meanly followed by twelve weak 
Difciples, but magnificently attended with the Ar¬ 
mies of Heaven. Angels and Archangels form his 
Retinue; Principalities and Powers wait at his 
Feet: the Cherubim and Seraphim are upon the 
Wing to execute his Commands.—Behold Him* 
ye faithful Followers of the LAMB; and won¬ 
der and love. This is H E, who bore all your Ini¬ 
quities on the ignominious Crofs. This is HE* 
who fulfilled all Righteoufnefs for the Juftification 
of your Perfons.—Behold Him, ye Defpifers of his 
Grace; and wonder ?nd perifli. This is HE, 
whofe merciful Overtures you have contemned, and 
on whofe precious Blood You have trampled. 

The great white Throne *, beyond Defcription 
auguft and formidable, is ereiSicd. The KING 
of Heaven, the LORD of Glory, takes his Seat 
on the dreadful Tiibunal. Mercy., on his Right- 
hand, difplays the Olive-branch of Peace, and 
holds forth the Crown of Righteoufnefs. JuJiice % 
on his Left, poifes the impartial Scale, and un- 

V o L. II. C c fheaths 

attendant Spirits, or by all the Companies of Heaven.— 
Then follows the Voice of the Archangel, proclaiming the 
Approach of theREDEEMER; which, though heard 
fmgly through the vaft Expanfe, will probably be louder 
than thofe united Acclamations.—Lalt of all; the Trum¬ 
pet of G O D founds, and iffues a Summons to the Dead, 
more awful and more majefHc, than each preceding 
Alarm ; doling the old, ,and opening the new World, 
with inconceivable Solemnity, and the moft formidable 
Grandeur. 


• Rev. xx. 11 
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{heaths the Sword of Vengeance. While Wifdom 
and Holinefsy brighter than ten thoufand Suns, 
beam in his divine Afpefl.—What are all the pre¬ 
ceding Events, to this new Scene of Dignity and^ 
Awe? The Peals of Thunder, founding in the 
Archangel’s Trumpet; the Blaze of a burning 
World, and the ftrong Convulfions of expiring 
Nature; the unnumbered Myriads of the Dead, 
ftarting into inftantaneous Life, and thronging the 
aftoniflred Skies; all thefe feem familiar Incidents, 
compared with the Appearance of the incarnate 
JEHOVAH.—Amazement, more than Amaze¬ 
ment, is all around. Terror and Glory unite in 
their Extremes. From the Sight of his majeftic 
Eye, from the infupportable Splendors of his Face, 
the Earth itfelf and the very Heavens flee away 
How then ? Oh ! how fhall the Ungodly Jland ? 
Stand in his angry Prefence, and draw near to this 
confuming Fire ? 

Yet draw near they mud, and take their Tryal— 
their d^ifive Tryal at bis righteous Bar. Every 
Adlion comes under Examination. For each idle 
Word they muft give Account. Not fo much as a 
feeret Thought efcapes'this exa& Scrutiny.—How 
{hall the Criminals, the-impenitent Criminals, either 
conceal their Guilt, hr elude the Sentence ? They 
have to do with a Sagacity, too keen to be deceived ; 
with a Power, too ftrong to be refilled; and (O! 
terrible, terrible Confideration !) with a Severity of 
moft juft Difpleafure, that will never relent, never be 
intreatcd more.—What ghaftly Defpair lours on their 
pale Looks ! What racking Agonies rend their dif- 
tra<ftcd Hearts ? The bloody Axe and the torturing 

Wheel, 


• Rev. xx. ti. 
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Wheel, are Eafe, are Downe, compared with their 
prodigious Woe. And (O holy GOD! wonder¬ 
ful in thy Doings! fearful in thy Judgments !) even 
this prodigious Woe is the gentlejl of Vifitations, 
compared with that Indignation and Wrath, which 
are hanging over their guilty Heads—-which are even 
now falling on all the Sons of Rebellion—which will 
plunge them deep in aggravated Mifery and endlefs 
Deftrudtion. 

And is there a laji Day ? and muft there come 
A fure , a fix'd , irrevocable Doom ? 

Surely then, to ufe the Words of a pious Prelate *, 
it Ihould be “ the main Care of our Lives and 
“ Deaths, what lhall give Us Peace and Accepta- 
“ tion before the dreadful Tribunal of GOD. 
“ What but Righteoufnefs ? What Righteoufnefs 
“ orwhofe? Ours ox CHRIST'S*. Ours, in the 
** inherent Graces wrought in Us, in the holy 
“ Works wrought by Us? Or CHRISTs, in 
his molt perfedt Obedience, and mc.norious Sa- 
** tisfadtion, wrought for Us, and applied to Us? 

“ The Popijh Fadtion is for the former. We Pro- 
“ teftants are for the latter. GOD is as direct 1 
** on our Side, as his Word can make Him j every 
* l where blazoning the Defedts of our own Righ- 
** teoufnefs, every where extolling the perfedt Obe- 
** dience of our R E D E £ M E R’s.” 

Behold! fays the everlafting KING, I lay in 
Sion , for a Foundation , a Stone ; a tried Stone ; a pre¬ 
cious Corner-Jlone ; a fure Foundation : He THAT 
SKLIEVETH, SHALL NOT MAKE HASTE f. 

C c 2 A» 


* Bilhop Hall. 


f Ifa. xxviii. 16. 
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As this Text contains fo noble a Difplay of our 
SAVIOUR’S confummate Ability for his great 
Work; as it is admirably calculated, to preferve 
the Mind from diftreffing Fears, and to fettle it in 
a Ready Tranquility ; You will give me leave to 
touch it curforily with my Pen. Juft as I fhould 
defcant upon it in Convcrfation, was I now fitting 
in one of your agreeable Arbors, and enjoying your 
more agreeable Company. 

How beautiful the Gradation 1 How lively the 
Defcription! and how very important the practical 
Improvement! Or I might fay, the Infcription which 
is engraven on this wonderful Stone.— Behold! In¬ 
tended to roufe and fix our moft attentive Regard. 
The GOD of Heaven fpeaks. He fpeaks, and 
every Syllable is Balm; every Sentence is rich with 
Confolation. If ever therefore We have Ears to 
hear, let it be to this SPEAKER, and on this 
Occafion. 

A Stone. Every Thing elfe is Aiding Sand ; is 
yielding Air; is a breaking Bubble. Wealth will 
prove a vain Shadow; Honour an empty Breath ; 
Pleafure a delufory Dream ; our own Righteoufnefs 
a Spider’s Web. If on thefe We rely, Difappoint- 
ment muft enfue, and Shame be inevitable. No¬ 
thing but CHRIST, nothing but CHRIST, 
can ftably fupport our fpi ritual Interefts, and re¬ 
alize our Expe&ations of true Happinefs. And, 
blefled be the divine Goodnefs! He is, for this 
Purpofe, not a Stone only, but 

A tried Stone. Tried, in the Days of his Huma¬ 
nity, by all the Vehemence of Temptations, and all 
the Weight of Affii&ions: yet, like Gold from the 
Furnace, rendered more (hining and illuftrious by 

the 
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the fiery Scrutiny.—Tried, under the Capacity of 
a SAVIOUR, by Millions and Millions of de¬ 
praved, wretched, ruined Creatures; who have al - 
ways found Him perfectly able , and as perfedlly will¬ 
ing , to expiate the moft enormous Guilt—to deli¬ 
ver from the moft inveterate Corruptions—and fave, 
to the very uttermoft, all that come unto GOD 
through Him. 

A Corner-Jlone. Which not only fuftains, but 
unites the Edifice: incorporating both Jews and 
Gentiles., Believers of various Languages, and ma¬ 
nifold Denominations—here, in one harmonious 
Bond of brotherly Love—hereafter, in one com¬ 
mon Participation of eternal joy. 

A precious Stone. More precious than Rubies; 
the Pearl of great Price ; and the Defire of all Na¬ 
tions. Precious, with regard to the divine Dignity 
of his Perfon, and the unequaled Excellency of his 
mediatorial Offices. In thefe, and in all refpe£ts, 
greater than Jonah —wifer than Solomon— fairer than 
the Children of Men—chiefeft ampng ten thoufand 
—and, to the awakened Sinner or enlightened Be¬ 
liever, altogether lovely *. 

A Jure Foundation f. Such as no PrdTure can 
lhake: equal, more than equal to every Weight; 
even to Sin, the heavieft Load in the World.— The 
Rock of Ages j fuch as never has failed, never will 
fail, thofe humble Penitents, who caft their Burden 
upon the LORD REDEEMER; who roll all J 

their 


* Cant. v. 16. 
f Fundamentalsfundatijjium. 

i Roll —This is the exaft Senfe of the facred Phrafe, 
Min' Vk Pfal. xxii. 8. xxxvii. 5. Prov. xvi. 3. I am 
Itot ignorant, that fome People have prefumed to tenfure, 
C c 3 and 
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their Guilt, and fix all their Hopes, on this im¬ 
moveable Bafis.—Or, as the Words may be ren¬ 
dered, A Foundation * l A Foundation! There is a 
fine Spirit of Vehemency in the Sentence, thus 
underftood. It fpeaks the Language of Exultation, 
and exprefies an important Difcovery. That which 
Mankind infinitely want -, that which Multitudes 
feek, and are not able to find j it is here! it is here! 
This, this is the Foundation for their Pardon, their 
Peace, their eternal Felicity. 

Whofoever 

and many have been Jhy of uling, this bold and vigorous 
Metaphor. Which neverthelefs appears to me, the moll 
juft, the moll fignificant, and therefore the molt truly 
beautiful, th.u could be ufed on the Occafion. 

A Burden, that is manageable and comparativelylight. 
We carry, We caff. We thrown. But that which is ex¬ 
tremely ponderous and quite unwieldy, We move only 
by rolling. Accordingly, Stones of an enormous Size, 
arc called by the Oriental Writers, Stones of Rolling. Ut- 
potefonderojiorts, quant ut fupportari queant. Ezra v. 8.— 
Conftder the Expreffion in this View, and nothing can 
reprefen', with greater or with equal Energy, that pro¬ 
digious Load, which, heavier than the Sand of the Sea, 
opprefles the guilty Conference—By fubllituting any 
oti.er Word, We enfeeble and dilute the Senfe: We looie 
the capital and linking Idea. 

Vain Man wiould be wuife. Let Him not then, for the 
Credit of his ingenuity, adventure to correfl the Lan¬ 
guage of Omnifcience. This, if any Thing in Nature, is 
(ericulofee plenum Qpus Ale*. 

This wijl be fure to difeover, not his fine Tafle, but his 
^roweling Apprehenlion, and his rampant Pride. Let Him 
improve, with the Plaifterer’s Brulh, the glowing Colours 
of the Rainbow. Let Him heighten by Fuller’s Soap, 
the 1 n''re of the new fallen Sijows. This will be a more 
model! Attempt, and a much ealier Talk, than to make 
an Indfx expurgatorins, or a Table of Errata, when the 
SPIRIT of Infpirationdilates. 

* *10101DJ» 
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IVhofoever believeth, though prefled with Adverfi- 
ties, or furrounded by Dangers, Jball not make hajle *. 
But, free from tumultuous and perplexing Thoughts, 
preferved from rafh and precipitate Steps, He {hall 
poflefs his Soul in Patience. Knowing the Suffici¬ 
ency of thofe Merits, and the Fidelity of that Grace, 
on which he has repofed his Confidence, {hall quietly 
and without Perturbation wait for an expected End. 
—And not only amidft the perilous or difaftrous 
Changes of Life, but even in the Day of everlafting 
Judgment, fuch Perfons {hall Jland with Boldneft, 
They {hall look up, to the grand ARBITRA¬ 
TOR—look round, on all the Solemnity of his 
Appearance—look forward, to the unalterable Sen¬ 
tence—and neither feel Anxiety, nor fear Dam¬ 
nation. 

C c 4 Such, 

* Shall not make hajle , tP'rt* This metaphorical 
Expreffion, though it might be very intelligible to an He¬ 
brew, is to an Euglijh Reader, like fome fine Picture placed 
in a difadvantageoui Light. We may poffibly illuftratp 
the Prophet’s Meaning, and exemplify his AlTertion, if 
We compare the Conduit of Mojes, with that of the If- 
raelites, on viewing the fatal Cataftrophe of Dathan and 
Abiram. —When the Earth trembled under their Feet; 
when the Ground opened its horrid Jaws; when the pre- 
fumptuous Sinners went down alive into the Pit; when 
the tremendous Chafm clofed upon the fereaming 
Wretches; the Children of I/rael, it is written, fled at the 
Cry of them. Fled, in wild and hafty Confufion; for they 
/aid. Left the Earth fwa/Io-w up Us al/o. —But Mofes , who 
denounced the dreadful Doom ; Mofes, who was fure of 
the divine Proteftion ; Mofes made no fuch precipitate or 
diforderly Hajle. He flood calm and compofed : faw the 
whole alarming TranfafHon, without any uneafy Emo¬ 
tions of Fear, or any unneceffary Attempts to efcape. 
So that his Behaviour feems to be a clear and appoint 
Comment on Ijaiab’t Pbrafe. See Numb. xvi. 
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Such, in that Day of Terrors , Jhall be feen 

To face the Thunders with a godlike Mien. 

The Planets drop ; their 1 houghts are fix'd above t 

The Center /bakes ; their Hearts dtfdain to move. 

•» 

This Portion of Scripture, which, I hope, will 
both delight and edify my Friend, recals our Atten¬ 
tion to the Subject of my pretent Letter— to thofe 
propitiatory Sufferings, and that juftifying Righte- 
oufnefs, which, imputed to Sinners, are the Ground 
of their Comfort, and the Bulwark of their Secu¬ 
rity.—We have heard Mojes and the Prophets. What 
lay the Writers of the New Tflament ? They, whofe 
Underftandings were opened by the “ WON- 
«DERFUL COUNSELLOR,” to difeern 
the Meaning of the antient Oracles. Who muft 
therefore be the moft competent Judges of their 
true Import, and our fureft Guides in fettling their 
Senfe.—Do they patronize our Interpretation of the 
Prophets ? Do they fet their Seal to the Authen¬ 
ticity of our Doftrine ? 

St. Luke, in his ecclefiaftical Hiftory, has preferved 
this weighty Declaration of the Apoftles ; We believe 
that, through the Grace of our LORD JESUS 
CHR IS T, We Jhall be fined, even as they *. Here 
the Thing is implied.—St. Peter , in the Introduc¬ 
tion to one of his Theological Epiftles, thus ad- 
dreiles his happy Corrcfpondents: To them that have 
obtained like precious Faith, in the Righteoufncfs + of 

our 

* Afts xv. 11. 

«J- % Pet. i. 1. The Phrafe is win» 11 Jtxaioewj, which 
jnoft naturally fignifies Faith in the Righteou/nefs ; ex¬ 
prefling 
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our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 
Here the Point is exprefly aliened.—With equal 
Clearnefs is the Doctrine delivered by Matthew the 
Evangelift ; Seek ye firjl the Kingdom of GOD and 
his Rightcoufnefs *. What can the Kingdom of 
GOD mean? An Experience of the Power, and 
an Enjoyment of the Privelcges of the GofpeJ. 
What are we to undet ftand by his Righteoufnefs ? 
Surely, the Righteoufnefs which is worthy of this 
grand Appellation, and peculiar to that bldTed 
Inftitution. 

Would We learn, What is the great and diftin- 
guifbing Peculiarity of the Gofpel ? St. Paul informs 
Us; Therein the Righteoufnefs of GOD is revealed, 
from Faith to Faith. As this Text leads Us into the 
Epiftle to the Romans —as this Epiftlc is, both for 
the Propriety of its Method, and for the Importance 
of its Doctrine, Angularly excellent—it may not 
be amils, to examine its Structure, and enquire in¬ 
to its Delign. 

The Apoftle writes to a promifeuous People: 
who had been converted, partly from Judaifm, 
partly from Gentilifm. his Aim is, to ftrike at the 
very Root of their former Errors refpectively—to 

turn 

• 

prefling the ObjcSl, on which the Faith of Chriftians is 
fixed.—If We retain the common Tranflation, it proves 
another very momentous Truth : that the Righteoufnefs of 
cur GOD, even of our SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, 
is the one meritorious procuring Cauie of all fpiritual Blef- 
fings; of faith, as well as of Fruition; of Grace, as 
well as of Glory. — I fay our GOD; fo JESUS 
CHR IS T is ftyled in the Original; in the third Verfe, 
his Power is called divine ; and I wonder, how the Tranf- 
lators were induced, to tranfpofe that important Pronoun, 
ear. 

• Matt. vi. 33. 
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turn them wholly to the fuperabundant Grace of 
GOD, and eftablifh them folely on the all-fuffi- 
cient Merits of CHRIST. 

The Gentiles were, for the moft part, grofly ig¬ 
norant of GOD, and ftupidly negligent of invifible 
| Interefts. If Any among them had any Regard to 
the DEITY; their Virtues, they imagined, were 
meritorious of all that the DEITY could beftoW. 
If they committed Sin; Sin, they fuppofed, might 
eaftly be expiated by Sacrifices *. A few of their 
judicious Sages taught, that the moft probable 
Means of obtaining Pardon, was a finccre Refor¬ 
mation of Life. 

The yhews, as it is well known, placed a mighty 
Dependence on their Affinity to Abraham, and the 
Covenant made with their Fathers; on their Ad¬ 
herence 

• W1 T 511 Animadverjiones Irenic/t, Cap. vii.—A 
choice little Piece of polemical Divinity, perhaps the very 
bed that is extant, in which the moft important Con- 
troverftes are fairly dated, accurately difeufi'ed, and jti- 
dicioufly determined ; with a Perfpicuity of Senfe, and 
,a Solidity of Reafoning, exceeded by nothing, but the 
remarkable Candour of the Sentiments. 

The Oeconouia Fcederum , written by the fame Hand, is 
a Body of Divinity; in its Method fo well digeiled—in 
its Dodrines fo truly evangelical—and (what is not very 
ufual with our fydcmatic Writers) in its Language fo 
refined and elegant—in its Manner fo affedionate and 
animating—that I would venture to recommend it, to 
every young Student in Divinity: I would notfcruple to 
rifk all my Reputation upon the Merits of this Perform¬ 
ance : and I cannot but lament it, as one of my greateft 
Lodes, that I was no fooner acquainted with this moft ex¬ 
cellent Author.—All whofe Works, have fuch a Delicacy 
ef Compofition, and fuch a fweet Savour of Iiolinefs, 
that I know not any Comparifon more prop • to repre- 
fent their true Charadcr than the golden Pot which had 
Manna; and was — outwardly, bright with burnifhed 
Gold—inwardly, rich with heavenly Food. 
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herencc to the Letter of the moral Law, and their 
fcrupulous Performance of ceremonial Inftitutions. 
—Gentiles and Jews agreeing in this Miftake, that 
they looked for the Pardon of Guilt, and the At¬ 
tainment of Happinefs, from fome Services done, 
or fome Qualities acquired by Themfelves. 

Againft thefe Errors the zealous Apoftle draws 
his Pen. He enters the Lifts like a true Champion 
of CHRIST \ in the mod fpirited and heroic Man¬ 
ner imaginable. I am not ajhamed of the Gofpel of 
CHRIST: for, however it may be deemed Foolifh- 
nefs by the polite Greeks , or prove a Stumbling-block 
to the carnal Jews, it is the Power of GOD unto 
* Salvation : it is the grand Inftrument, which he has 
ordained for this blefled Purpofe, and which he will 
certainly crown with the defired Succefs.—Whence 
has the Gofpel this very peculiar Power ? Becaufe, 
therein a Righteoufnefs is revealed ; not demanded of 
impotent Sinners, but revealed and made ready for 
their free Acceptance. A true and perfect Righ¬ 
teoufnefs, which obliterates all Guilt, and fur- 
nifhes a folid Title to eternal Life.—What Righte¬ 
oufnefs is this ? The Righteoufnefs, not of Sin¬ 
cerity, but of Perfection; not of Man, but of GOD. 
Which was promifed by GOD in the Scripturesj 
vya$ introduced by GOD in the Perfon of his 
SON; and, on Account of its confummate Excel¬ 
lency, is both acceptable and available in his Sight. 

This Righteoufnefs is from Faith to Faith + ; held 
forth, as it were, by a promiftrsg GOD, and ap¬ 
prehended 

* Rom. i. 16. 

f Rom. i. 17. An ingenious Friend propofes to tranf. 
late the Paffage, according to the following Connexion; 
Aixaiooon ©sb 1* aTroxoM/nlslai wip», The Righto- 

oufneft 
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' prehended by a believing Soul. Who, firft, gives 
a firm AJfent to the Gofpel; then, cordially accepts 
its Bleffings. From a Conviction that the Do&rine 
is true, pafles to a peifuafion that the Privileges are 
his own.—When this is effected, a Foundation is 
laid for all Happinefs; a Principle is wrought, to 
produce all Holinefs. 

But why was it requifite, that fuch a Righteouf- 
nefs fhould be provided by GOD, and revealed in 
the Gofpel ?—Becaufe not Gentile , nor Jew, either 
poflefled, or could attain, any Righteoufnefs of their 
own: and this Righteoufnefs, though Co abfolutely 
necelTary for their fallen State, was infinitely remote 
from all human Apprehenfions. Tire latter Afler- 
tion is felf-evident. The former is particularly de- 
monftrated.—Firft, with regard to the Gentiles. The 
Generality of whom, were abandoned to the moil 
fcandalous Excefles of V ice; and they who had es¬ 
caped the grofier Pollutions, fell fliort in the Du¬ 
ties of natural Religion.—Next, with regard to the 

Jews. 

tufnefs of God by Faith, is revealed to Faith. The 
Propuial is truly delicate; the Claufe, thus tranfpofed, 
is very perfpicuous; and the Dodrine, contained in it, 
highly important. As a farther Recommendation of the 
Cntifcifm, We may obferve ; That Sutatorvn i* imrtus is 
with the Apoflle, a culhunary and a favourite Way of 
expieffing Himfelf. The only Difficulty lies in the 
< Franfpfition , which this interpretation requires. Whether 
this may be admitted, 1 refer to the judicious Reader — 
However He lhall determine, it is, 1 think, from this 
Text undeniably certain ; That Faith is not our juflify- 
ing Righteoufnefs, but only receptive of it.—That there 
is juft the fame Difference between them, as between a 
coftly Gift and the empty Hand ; or between the Spring 
revealed to Hagar, and Hagar’s Ad of taking the Water 
for the Refreihment of Herfelf and her Son. See Gen. 
god. 19. 
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yews. Many of whom lived in open Violation of 
the external Commandment! and not One of them 
;fted up to the internal Purity, required by the 
Mofaic Precepts. — From which Premifcs, this Con- 
clufton is deduced; that each of them had tranf- 
grefled even their own Rule of A£tion; that all of 
them were, on this Account, utterly inexcufable; 
therefore by the Works of the Law , whether di&ated 
by Reafon, or delivered by Mofcs, no Mortal is juf- 
tified * in the Sight of GOD. 

Left any fhould imagine, that Righteoufnefs may 
be obtained, if not by a Conformity to the Law of 
Nature, or the Law of Mofes , yet by an evangelical 
Obedience, He farther declares ; That Sinners are 
jujlified freely , without any Regard to their own 
Endowments, of what Kind foever; through tl>e 
Redemption , the complete Redemption of JESUS 
CHRIST t- After fuch a Manner, as may lay 
them low in Humiliation, even while it exalts them 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. After fuch a Manner, 
as may bring Life and Salvation to their Souls, 
while it ftrips them of all Pretence to Glorying ; 
and configns the whole Honour to GOD the F A- 
THER, and his SON JESUS CHRIST. 

Upon 

* Rom. iii. 20. There teems to he a kind of hum - 
bitng or degrading Turn in the Apoftle’s Language •maaa. 
C*f£i which may poffibly be preferved in the Trairila- 
tion. No Mortal.—We may farther obferve the very nice 
and exaft Manner of the facred Argumentation. Left it 
fhould be faid, and from the Authority of St. James, A 
Man is jufiifed by Works ; our unerring Writer tacitly al¬ 
lows, That before Men this is practicable, before Men this 
is proper, but not tnmwt avia, not before GOD. 
f Rom, iii. 24. 
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Upon the Whole; here are three Pofitions, of 
the laft Importance—Salvation is by Rigbteoufnefs— 
Rigbteoufnefs is by Faith—Only by Faith, whether 
to the Jew, or to the Gentile. All thefe Particu¬ 
lars arc confirmed by that fingle Sentence, quoted 
from the Prophet; The JuJl, the truly righteous; 
Jhall live, fhall inherit everlafting Life; not by his 
own Works, but by Faith in the Obedience of a 
SAVIOUR. 

In the Profecution of this very momentous Sub¬ 
ject, our facred Difputant removes an Objection, 
which is as common, as it is plaufible. Do Wt 
make void the Law through Faith ? Do We render it 
a vain Inftitution; fuch as never has been, never will 
be fulfilled? — GOD forbid! This were a flagrant 
Dilhonour to the Divine LEGISLATOR and 
his holy Commandments. What We would ut¬ 
terly abhor, rather than countenance in any De¬ 
gree.—On the contrary, We ejlabliji.'> the Law * ; 
not only as We receive it for a Rule of Life, but 
as We expeft no Salvation without a proper, with¬ 
out a perfect Conformity to its Injunctions.—How 
can this be effected? By qualifying its Senfe, and 
foftening it into an eafier Syftem? This were to 
vacate the Law; to deprive it of its Honour, and 
its End. Its Honour-, which is the moft refined 
Spirituality, and fublime Perfection: its End ; 
which is to convince of Sin, and make Way for a 
SAVIOUR.-—We eftablilh the Law by an in¬ 
comparably better Expedient; by believing in that 
great MEDIATOR, who has obeyed its every 

Precept; 

* Rom. iii. 31. An inconteftaWe Proof, that the ApoC. 
tie treats of the moral Law. 
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Precept; fuftained its whole Penalty; and fatisfied 
all its Requirements, in their utmoft Latitude. 

Farther to corroborate his Scheme, He proves it 
from the renowned Examples of Abraham and Da- 
vid.—m The Inftance of Abraham is fo clear, that it 
wants no Comment. Any Paraphrafe would rather 
obfcure, than illuftrate it.-—The other, derived from 
the Teftimony of the Pfalmiji, may admit the Com¬ 
mentator’s Tool. Yet not to hammer it into a new 
Form, but only to clear away the Rubbifh; to refcue 
it from Mifreprefentation; and place it in a true 
Light. Even as David defer ibeth the Blrjfednefs of the 
Math to whom GOD imputetb Righteoufnefs without 
Works , faying ; Blcjfed are They, whofe Utirighteouf- 
nefs is forgiven, and whofe Sins are covered: Blejf'ed is 
the Man, to whom the LORD will not impute Sin*. 
—Here is Imputation afierted—The Imputation of 
Righteoufnefs — Of Righteoufnefs without Works ; 
without any Refpe£t to, or any Co-operation from, 
any Kind of human Works. It is a Blefling vouch- 
fafed to the Ungodly; not founded on a Freedom 
from Sin, but procuring a Remiflion of its Guilt. 

Some, I know, have attempted to refolve all the 
Force of this Paffage, into an Argument for the 
Samenefs of Pardon and juftifying Righteoufnefs. 
Whereas, the Apoftle undertakes to prove, not 
that Pardon and juftifying Righteoufnefs are iden¬ 
tically the fame; but that Jollification, in all its 
Branches, and in its full Extent, is abfolutely free. 
To maintain which Pofition, He argues—“ This 
“ Doctrine is as true, as it is comfortable. It 
agrees with the Experience, and has received the 
** Atteftation of David. When he fpeaks of the 

“ blefled 


* Rom. ir. 6 , 7. 
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“ blefled and happy Man, He defcribes Him, not 
** as One that has been innocent, but guilty: not 
** as having any Claim to the divine Favour, on 
** account of deferving Performances, or recom- 
“ mending Properties; but as owing all his Ac- 
“ ceptance to that fovereign Grace, which forgives 
11 Iniquities , and blots out Sin. Such is the Cafe 
** with regard to that evangelical Juftification, which 
** We preach. Even as ; it is, in the Manner of its 
“ Vouchjaforient, perfectly fimilar to the Hleffednefs 
“ celebrated by the Pfalmijl." — The Apoille’s Eye, 
is not fo diredtly upon the Nature of the Privilege, 
as upon the Freenefs with which it is granted. Nor 
can Any infer from the Tenour of his Reafoning, 
that to be forgiven, is the fame as to be made Righ¬ 
teous ; only that both are Adis of infinitely rich 
Mercy; defigned for Sinners; promifed to Sinners; 
bellowed on Sinners. Who have nothing, nothing 
of their own, either to boall, or to plead, or fo 
much as to pretend. 

In the fifth Chapter, from Verfe the twelfth to the 
End, the facred Penman points out the Caufe, and 
explains the Method of Juftification, of which this 
is the Sum.—That CHRIST, in purfuance of the 
Covenant of Grace, fulfilled all Righteoufnefs in the 
Stead of his People.—That this Righteoufnefs, being 
performed for them, is imputed to them—That, by 
virtue of this gracious Imputation, thfey are abfolved 
from Guilt, and entitled to Bills; as thoroughly ab¬ 
folved, and as fully intitled, as if in their own Per- 
fons they had undergone the expiatory Sufferings, 
and yielded the meritorious Obedience.—Left it 
lhould feem ftrange, in the Opinion of a Jew or a 
Gentile , to hear of being juftified by the Righteouf- 
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licfs of Another , the wary Apoflle urges a parallel 
Cafe ; recorded in the jnvijh Revelation, but ra¬ 
tified by universal * Experience j namely, Our be¬ 
ing condemned for the Unrighteoufnei's of Ano¬ 
ther.—In this Refpecf, He obferves, Adam was a 
Type of our LORD; or, a Figure of HIM that 
•was to come f. The Relations the fame, but the 
Effects happily reverfed. Adam the Head of his 
Pofterity; CHRIST the Head of his People. 
Adam's, Sin was imputed to all his natural Defcen- 
dants; CHRIST’S Rightcoufnefs is imputed to 
all his fpiritual Offspring. Adam’s Tranfgrdlion 
brought Death into the World, and all our Woe $ 
CHRIST’ s Obedience brings Life and all our 
Happinefs J.—The Whole clofes with this very 
obvious and no lefs weighty Inference; Therefore , 
as by the Offence of one. Judgment came upon all 
Men to Condemnation ; even fo , by the Rightcoufnefs 
of One, the free Gift came upon all Men unto Juf if ca¬ 
tion of Life [|. 

I do not recollect any other Similitude, which the 
Apoftle fo minutely lifts, and fo copioufly unfolds. 
Vox.. II. Dd He 

* By the Pains and Death which Infants, in every Na¬ 
tion, endure. Which are unqueltionablyPunithments, 
and to which they are doomed by the righteous judge¬ 
ment of G OD. 

f Rom. v. 14. 

| Quemadmodum Peccaium Adami , fays Bence crus, 
fine Peccalis querpofica commfimus , Mortem attulit nobis ; fie 
Jufiitia CHRISTI, fine bonis Ofieri bus, quo deinceps a 
nobis fiunt, Fit am nobis concilia!. That is; As the Sin of 
Adam, without any Concurrence of the Sins, which We 
Ourfelves refpe&ively commit, occafioned our Ruin ; fo 
the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, abftrafted from all 
Confideration of our perfonal Obedience, procures our 
Recovery, 

]! Rom. v. 18. 
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He explains it; He applies it; He refumes it; He 
dwells upon it; and fcarcely knows how to defift 
from it. I am fure, you will not blame me, if I 
imitate the facred Author; if I revert to the Sub- 
je£l j and quote another PalTage, from the fame 
Paragraph. Much more Jhall They , who receive Abun¬ 
dance of Grace and of the Gift of Righteoufnefs, reign 
in Life by One , JESUS CHRIST*. 

I was once inclined to think, that the inlpifed 
Writer fpecifies, in this Place (what I apprehended 
to be the two grand Bleflings, procured by IM¬ 
MANUEL) Remiffun of Sins, and Imputation of 
Righteoufnefs. But this Notion, though not with¬ 
out its Patrons +, now appears incorrect andground- 
lefs. The Imputation of CHRISTs Righteouf¬ 
nefs is, not a Part, but the Caufe—the whole en¬ 
tire Caufe of our Pardon, our Peace, our complete 
Jollification. And this Righteoufnefs, the Apoftle 
declares, is of Grace. It is made ours, not on Ac¬ 
count of any Deeds or Duties, which We perform; 
but from the Abundance of Grace , which GOD 
difpenfes.—It is called a Gift%. Every Gift im¬ 
plies fomething, not originally our own, but ano¬ 
ther’s. This Gift mull fignify, not what We Our- 

felves 


* Rom. v. 17. 

f The great Dr. Goodwin feems to patronize it— 
when He fays, “ Over and above the Man’s Abfolution, 
“ there is fome other Thing to be added, viz. The Im- 
“ putation of Righteoufnefs”—when He fays again, 
“ Though Pardon and the canfequent Imputation of 
“ Righteoufnefs are never to be feparated.” Vol. III. 
pag. 340.—Whereas i ihould rather fay. That Pardon of 
Sin and Acceptance to Life, can never be feparated from 
our REDEEMER'S Righteoufnefs. Which is, not 
the Confequent of any, but the Caufe and Origin of all 
fpiritual Bleflings. 

J Augot in» «XexX»p*r. Chryfoft. 
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felvcs have acquired, but what was fulfilled by our 
SURETY; and is, by an Aft of heavenly In¬ 
dulgence, configned over to our Enjoyment.—Ac¬ 
cordingly, they who are interefted in this Bleffing, 
are ftyled, not Workers, but Receivers •, not Pur- 
chafers, but Heirs, of the Righteoufnefs which is 
by Faith. 

See the diftinguifhcd Pre-eminence and Richnefs 
of the Gofpel! Philofophy propofed many refined 
Precepts of Righteoufnefs, but could not beftow a 
Righteoufnefs upon any Perfon. The Law of 
GOD itfelf, though the perfeft Rule of all Righ¬ 
teoufnefs, is weak through the Fifth, and cannot 
make the Comers thereunto righteous. Whereas, 
by the Gofpel, We are not only taught the true juf- 
tifying Righteoufnefs, but it is given to Us, and put 
upon Us.—Nay; We have it in Abundance ; in its 
moft confummate Form, and higheft Perfection. 
So that neither Man lhall be able to wilh, nor can 
GOD himfelf require, a greater or a better.— 
This is a wonderful Saying, but it will appear true, 
if We confider another Claufe from this incom¬ 
parable Chapter. Suffer me, therefore, to bring 
forth another Jewel, from this rich Treafury of the 
Gofpel. And the rather, as the Jewel, which I 
am going to produce, was the firft that beamed 
Light and Luftre upon my own Mind. Was the 
firft happy Occafion of guiding my feet into the 
Way of Truth. As by the Difobcdience of One Man , 
many were made Sinners, fo by the Obedience of One , 
Jhall many be made Righteous *. The Difobedience of 
One , is the Difobedience of Adam ; his aftual Tranf- 
greffion of the divine Law. Hereby, Many were 
D d 2 made 

• Rom. v. 19. 
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made Sinners, even before they had done any evil 
Work. Sinners, in fuch a Scnfe, as to become 
obnoxious unto Condemnation, and juftly liable 
to Death.—All this, I think, is, from the Apof- 
tle’s own Words, indifputable. If We would pre- 
ferve the Propriety of his Antithefis, or the Force 
of his Reafoning, We muft allow; That the Obe¬ 
dience of One, is the Obedience of CHRIST; his 
aftual and compleat Performances of the whole Law. 
Hereby, Many are made Righteous, even before they 
have done any good Work. Righteous, in fuch a 
Senfe, as to be fecure from all Condemnation; 
and, on Principles of Juftice, entitled to Life eter¬ 
nal.—How clear and eafy is this Meaning! How 
regular and exaft this Argumentation! What Sub- 
tilty of Evafxon muft be ufed, before You can give 
a different Turn to the inftru&ive Text! 

This is the moil confiftent Senfe, in which I can 
underftand Rom. viii. 5. That the Rightcoufncfs of the 
Law might be fulfilled in XJs, who walk not after the 
Flejh, but after the SPIRIT. That the Righte- 
oufnefs, required by the holy but broken Law, 
might be thoroughly accompliflied. Accomplifhed 
in our Nature, and by our REPRESENTA¬ 
TIVE. So as to be deemed, in point of legal 
Eftimation, fulfilled for Us and by Us *. This, 1 

fay, 

* It is remarked by a judicious Critic, and very evan¬ 
gelical, therefore very valuable Expofitor, that the Pre- 
pofition n fometimes fignifies by or for; and is fo tranf- 
lated. Matt. v. 34. Heb. i. 1. See Dr. Guise’s Expo- 
fition of the New Tefiament. — It is declared by the Hel¬ 
vetian Church, expounding this Paffage, and making 
her public Confeffion ; “ That CHR 1 ST is the Per- 
■.'«« fe&er of the Law, and our Fulfilling of it. Who, as 
«* He took away the Curfe of the Law, when He was 

“ made 
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fay, is moft confiftent with the Tenour of St. Paul s 
Arguing, and with the Import of his Language.— 
With the Tenour of his Arguing: for. He undertakes 
to dcmonflrate the Impojftbility of our Juftification, 
by any perfonal Conformity to the Law. Whereas, 
if We could fatisfy its Penalty, and obey its Pre¬ 
cepts ; or, in other Words, fulfil its Righteoufnefs; 
this Impoffibility would ceafe.— With the Import of 
his Language : for, the original Phrafe denotes, not 
a fincere , but a complete Obedience; not what We 
are enabled to perform, but what the Law has a 
Right * to demand. Which, every One muft ac¬ 
knowledge, is not fulfilled in any mere Man, fince 
the Fall; but was fulfilled by JESUS CHRIST 
for our Good, and in our Stead. This Interpreta¬ 
tion preferves the Sentences diftinft, and makes a 
very natural Introduction for the following Claufe: 
where the Perfons interefted in this Privilege, are 
deferibed by their Fruits, who walk not after the 
Flcjh, but after the SPIRIT. Implying, that Juf¬ 
tification and Sanctification are, like the evcr-cor - 
refponding Motion of our Eyes, infeparable Con¬ 
comitants ; and We vainly pretend to the former, 
if We continue deftitute of the latter. 

D d 3 W'e 

“ made a Curfe for Us; fo doth he communicate to Us, 

“ by Faith, his Fulfilling thereof.” 

# It may be worth our while to obferve, that St. Paul, 
when treating on this Subjedl, ufes three feveral Words; 
each dillinft, though all derived from the Original. 
— Aixawotf, which exprefles Juftification ; the accounting 
or declaring a Perfon righteous. — Auauocrwri, which ne¬ 
ver fignifies Juftification, but Righteoufnefs ; either per¬ 
formed by Us, or imputed to Us.—Antanj^a, the Phrafe 
which occurs in this Place, and denotes the Right or De¬ 
mand of the Law ; as that, whofe Accomplilhment is in- 
difpenfibly neceflary, in order to the J unification of Man. 
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We have produced pofitive Proofs of our Doc¬ 
trine.—.We have heard an Apoftle declaring the af- 
fured Happinefs, and complete Juftification of true 
Believers. — Let Us now obferve the fame fagacious 
Judge of Men and Things, difcovering the Dan¬ 
ger of thofe Selfjuficiaries , who reject the RE¬ 
DE E M E R’s Righteoufnefs. 

He is filled with the darkeft Apprehenfions, con¬ 
cerning his Brethren the Jews. He is imprefled with 
melancholy Prefages, relating to their eternal State *. 
—What was the Caufe of this tender Solicitude? 
Had they caft off all Religion, and given themfelves 
over to gtofs Immoralities ? On the contrary, they 
were Worfhippcrs of the true GOD; and had, in 
their Way, not only a Regard , but a Zeal for his 
Honour f.—Wherefore then does this compalEonate 
Father in Ifrael feel the fame trembling Uneafinefs 
for his Kinfmen according to the Flelh, as Eli felt 
for the endangered Ark ? Himfelf afligns the Rea- 
fon. Becaufe, they being Ignorant of GOD’s Righ¬ 
teoufnefs , and going about to efablijh their own Righ¬ 
teoufnefs , have not fubmitted themfelves to the Righte- 
tufnefs of GOD J. Not knowing that immaculate 
Holinefs, which the perfedt Nature, and equally 
perfeft Law of the moft High GOD, require — 
being wilfully ignorant of that confummate Obe¬ 
dience which an incarnate GOD vouchfafed to 
perform, for the Juftification of them, who are 
without Strength—they eftablifhed, or rather they 
went about ; they feduloufly but foolilhly endea¬ 
voured, to efablijh their own Righteoufnefs ; to 
make it, fcanty and decrepit as it was, the Bafis of 

all 


* Rom. ix. 2 . 


f Rom. x. x. 


t Rom. x. 3. 
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all their Hopes.—Thus were they refting their ever- 
lafting all on a Bottom, not precarious only, 
but irreparably ruinous. A boundlefs Eternity the 
Fabric! Yet they built (wonder O Heavens !) on 
the Foam of the Waters ! And (which added Stub- 
bornnefs to their Folly) in avowed Contempt of 
the Righteoufnefs which is by Faith ; that ftrong and 
fure Foundation, laid by GOD’s own almighty 
Hand in Sion. —For this, the good Apoftle was af¬ 
flicted, with “ great Heavinefs, and continual Sor- 
“ row.” For this. He made the Prophet’s pathe¬ 
tic Complaint his own; Oh! that my Head were 
Waters , and my Eyes a Fountain of Tears , that / 
might bewail , Day and Night *, the incorrigible 
Perverfenefs of my People ! For my People have com¬ 
mitted two Evils: in not thankfully fubmitting to 
the Righteoufnefs of GOD, they have forfaken the 
Fountain of living Waters: in attempting to efta- 
blifli their own Righteoufnefs, they have hewed themr 
fclves out Ci/ierns, broken Ci/lerns , that can hold no 
Water f. 

Having (hewed their fatal Error, He flrengthens 
his Reprefentation, by difplaying the happy Suc- 
cefs of the Gentiles—What Jhall We fay then ? This, 
however improbable it may feem. We confidently 
affirm, That the Gentiles, who followed not after Righ¬ 
teoufnefs ; who had no Knowledge of it, and no 
Concern about it; even they have attained to Righ¬ 
teoufnefs %. — Strange Aflertion! How is this pof- 

fible ! 

• Jer. ix. 1. f Jer. ii. 13. 

J Surely, this malt fignify more, than “ attaining to 
•' the ProfeJJion of it Religion, whereby they may be juf- 
" tified and faved.” To this Multitudes attain, who 
Cpntinue, as the Prophet fpeaks, Jlout-hcarted and far 
D d 4 f ron > 
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fible ! To be fure, the Righteoufnefs which they 
attained, could not rcfult from any Thing perfonalj 
could not confift in moral Virtues or religious Du¬ 
ties. Inflead of practifing moral Virtues, or per¬ 
forming religious Duties, they lay immeifed in Sen- 
fuality, and were abandoned to Idolatry. It niuft 
therefore be the evangelical, the imputed Righteouf¬ 
nefs; even that which was wrought by CHRIST , 
and is received by Faith *. 

Ifrael, in the mean time, the nominal Ifrael, who , 
with great Pretenfions to Sanctity, and many coflly 
Oblations, followed after the Law of Righteoufnefs , 
hath not attained to the Law of Righteoufnefs. At¬ 
tained ! They have done nothing lcfs. They are 
fallen vaftly fhort of it; they are pronounced guilty 
by it; they {land condemned before it -{.—■Where¬ 
fore 

from Righteovfnefs. Who derive no real Benefit from their 
Profellion ; but are rendered utterly inexcufable, and 
liable to more aggravated Condemnation. 

* Surely, the Righteoufnefs which is by Faith , cannot 
confift “ in humbly committing the Soul to CHRIST , 
" in the Way that he hath appointed.” According to 
this Notion, the junifying Righteoufnefs would fpring 
from Ouri’elves; would be conitituted by an Ait of our 
own, and not by the perfedl Obedience of our LORD. 

1 am forty to fee this, and the preceding Interpreta¬ 
tion, in the Works of an Exfnfiior, whofe Learning i ad¬ 
mire, wlrofc Piety I reverence, and whole Memory I 
honour. Yet I mult fay, on this Occaiion, with one of 
the antient Philofophers ; Amicus Flato, amicus Socrates, 
fed magis arnica Veritas. 

f 'Phis, I apprehend, is the Purport of the Apoftle’s 
Speech, when he tells Us, that his Countrymen had not 
attained unto the Law of Righteoufnefs . He ufes the Figure 
jmaens, and mp:ins more than tie expreffes. He means, 
what St cChryffhm has, in his Exposition, fupplied ; 
n«f8E>;c yocg lopet, xxi virtvQvnt yfo nu; rn Ufa. He exprefifes 
Himfelf foniewh.it like the dramatic Poet, who ttys of 
certain literary Pretenders, g>ui 
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fore did they fo grofly miftake, and fo grievoufly 
mifcarry? Efpecially, as they were both fincere 
and affiduous in their Purfuit. Becaufe, they for- 
foofc the good old VVay, in which Abraham, Da¬ 
vid, and their pious A nee {tors walked. They 
adopted a new Scheme; and mud needs fubftitute 
their own, inftead of relying on a SAVIOUR’S 
Righteoufnefs. They fought for Juftification, not by 
Faith, but as it were by the Works of the Law *. 
A Method, which their Fathers knew not} which 
their GOD ordained not; and which proved, as 
it always will prove, not only abortive, but de- 
ftru£tive.—At this Stone they {tumbled. On this 
Rock they fplit. Let. their Ruin be a Way-mark , 
and the Apoftle’s Obfervation a Light-houfe to 
my Theron. 

Our zealous Writer tries every Expedient. He 
mingles Hope with Terror. Having pointed out 
the Rock, on which the Ifraelites fuit’ered Shipwreck; 
He directs Us to the Haven, in which Sinners may 
caft Anchor, and find Safety. He gives Us a fine 
deferiptive View of the Chrijlian’ s complete Happi- 
nel's. He opens (if I may continue the Metaphor) 
a free and ample Port for perifhing Souls. Not 
formed by a Neck of Land, or a Ridge of Moun¬ 
tains, but by a magnificent Chain of fpiritual 
LIdlings. All proceeding from, all terminating 

in, 

£}ui fe primas tjfe rerum omnium exiftimant 
Nee tamen funt. 

That is, they are quite the reverfe. —Or like the Prophet 
in the Clofe of this Chapter, who allures the Believers 
in 'JE S US, Tbeyjhall not be ajhamed; that is, they fhall 
be encouraged, emboldened, and “ obtain Honour, and 
Glory, and Immortality.” 

* Rom. ix. 30, 31, 32. 
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in, that precious Corner-ftone yESUS CHRIST'. 
IVho of GOD is made unto Us IFiflom, and Righ- 
teoufnefs, and Sanctification, and Redemption *. Wif- 
iem, to enlighten our ignorant Minds. Rigbtcouf- 
nefs t, to juftify our guilty Perfons. S a ndl if ca¬ 
tion f, to renew our depraved Natures. Redemp¬ 
tion, to refeue Us from all Evil; and render Us, 
both in Body and Soul, perfectly and eternally 
happy.-—Let it be remarked, how carefully our in¬ 
spired Writer fets afide all Sufficiency, as well as all 
Merit in Man. He reprefents the whole of our Sal¬ 
vation, both in its Procurement and Application, as 
a Work of freeft Grace. CHRIST is, and not 
We Ourfelves, the Author of this glorious Refto- 
ration, the Caufe of this great F elicity. He is made 
all this unto Us—How? Not by our own Refolu- 
fion and Strength; but of GOD, by the Agency 
of his mighty Power, and blefled SPIRIT. He 
fiiews Us the all-fufficient Fulnefs of CHRIST. 
He brings Us with ardent Longings to CHRIST. 

He 

* 1 Cor. i. 30. 

j f Righteoufnefs and Sanctification ; the former imputed, 
the latter inherent. This preferves a Difiindion between 
the noble Articles, and aftigns to each a grand Share in 
the Oeconomy of Salvation.—To fay, that if one of the 
BleJ&ngs is commitnicated by Way of Imputation, the 
Other mould be communicated in the fame Manner, feems 
to be cavilling, rather than arguing. Becaufe, the Subjefts 
areof a different Nature; and therefore muft be difpenfed 
in a different Way.—The Cocoa Tree is, to the American, 
Food and Clothing, a Habitation and dome (lie Uten(i',s. 
But muft We fuppole it, adminiftering to all thefe Ufes, 
in one and the fame unvaried Method t Becaufe, in one 
Refpeft it is eaten, in another it is wore, muft it be thus 
applied in all i I am apt to think, the illiterate Savage, 
who enjoys the feyeral Gifts, need not; be taught the Ah* 
furdity of fuch a Supposition. 
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He -implants Us into CHRIST, , and makes U* 
Partakers of his Merits. 

In the Procefs of the fame Epiftle, the facred Pen¬ 
man enumerates the confiltn r.‘ Parts of that great 
Salvation which the SON ot GOD has procured 
for ruined Sinners. But Ye are wajhcd , but ye are 
fanfiificd, but ye are jufified , in the Name of the 
LORD JESUS , and by the SPIRIT of cur 
GOD*. Ye are wajhcd ; wafhed in redeeming 
Blood, and cleanfed from all the Filthinefs of your 
Iniquities. Ye are fan Hi fed ; renewed in the Pro- 
penfity of your Mind, and fitted for a Life of uni- 
verfal Holinefs. Ye are jufUficd ; wholly delivered 
from Wrath, and reftored to a State of complete 
Acceptance with the KlNG of Heaven. All 
thefe Gifts and Prerogatives, are conferred upon 
the unworthy Sinner, in the Name of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST ; in Confideration of his aton¬ 
ing Death and meritorious Righteoufnefs. By the 
SPIRIT of our GOD -, through the Efficacy of 
his Operation, revealing CHRIST, and working 
Faith in the Heart. 

Read Rom. x. 4. Some Gentlemen have talked 
of a new remedied Law. Whereas, the Apoftle 
fpeaks of the old, the unalterable, the Mojaic f 
Law.—What is the End of this facred inviolable 
Rule? Is fallen Man, or the GOD-Man? If 
the former, then the Law mud be an abortive 
Scheme, and never obtain its proper Accomplifh- 
ment. If the latter, then it receives all due Obe¬ 
dience, and is fatisfied to the very uttermoft. 'I here- 
fore CHRIST is the End of the Law. —And 
wherefore ? For Righteoufnefs ; not that the Law 

Ihould 


* 1 Cor. vi. 11. 


f See Rare. x. $. 
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Ihould be fet afide, but that a Juftifying Righteoufnefs 
might be wrought out. How is this to be done ? 
Not merely by (offering its Penalty, but alfo by 
fulfilling its Commands. According to that Say¬ 
ing, IVhofo doetb them Jhall live , (hall be entitled 
to eternal Life, by them. —Is this Obedience to be 
performed by Us, or by our SURETY? By 
our SURETY, no doubt. Since the Apoftlc is 
arguing in profeffed Oppofition to all Deeds of our 
own; and tells Us, that the juftifying Righteouf¬ 
nefs is to be had, not by our Obeying, but by our 
Believing; it is to every One that bclievetb. 

Follow the Courfe of a River; it will conftantly 
lead You to the Ocean. Trace the Veins of the 
Body; they invariably unite in the Heart. Mark 
likewife the Tendency of the Law; it no lefs con- 
ftantly and invariably conduits You to CHRIST, 
as the Center of its Views, and the Confummation 
of its Demands.—The moral Law aims, at difeo- 
vering our Guilt, and demonftrating our inexpref- 
fible Need of a SAVIOUR. The ceremonial 
points Hina out, as fuffering in our Stead ; making 
Reconciliation for Iniquity; and purging away every 
Defilement with his Blood.—They both direft the 
wretched Tranfgreffor, to renounce Himfelf, and 
fly to the REDEEMER. Who alone has paid 
that perfe£t Obedience, and brought in that ever- 
lafting Righteoufnefs, which the Sinner wants, 
and the Law exa&s. Who is, therefore, the only 
proper rfccotnplijhment of the one, and the only fuit- 
able Supply for the other. 

What is the grand Defign of the whole Scrip¬ 
tures? St. Paul , aliening their divine Origin, and 
difplaying the gracious Purpofes, which they are 

intended 
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intended to ferve, writes thus: All Scripture is given 
by Infpiration of GOD ; and is profitable—for Doc¬ 
trine , to declare and eftablifh religious Truth —-for 
Reproof to convince of Sin, and to refute Error 
—for Correction *, or Renovation of the Heart, and 
Reformation of the Life— -for Infraction in Righte- 
oufncfs, in that Righteoufnefs, which could never 
have been learned from any other Book, and in 
which alone finftil Men may appear with Comfort 
before their GODf. 

We 


• 2 Tim. iii. 16. fTp? ETrsvop'Wiv. 
f “ Was there ever fnch a Comment before?” fays 
Vadius. “ The plain Meaning is, For training up in 
“ Ilolinefs of Heart and Life.” Radius forgets, that 
this Meaning was included in the Wed nrotmfluo-tc. 
W hich lignities Refiitutio in integrum. A Restoration to 
Integrity of Heart, of Life, of Character.— 1 !elides; if 
this was the Meaning, 1 afk ; Where is the dillinguifh- 
ing Charafteriflic of the Gofpel ? We have not fo much 
as a Hint at its grand Peculiarity, The Righteoufnefs of 
GOD, Rom. i. 17. Would the Apollle, in deferibing 
very explicitly the Purport and Deiign of the Scripture, 
omit that which is the very Life and Soul of the Whole } 
“ Was there ever fuch a Comment before?”—Yes; 
the Pfalmill, long ago, gave Us fuch a Comment. 
Speaking on the fame Subjedt, and addreffing Himfelf 
to the victorious REDEEMER He fays; Ride on, 
becaufe of the IVord (in Vp) of Truth, of Meeknefs, and 
Righteoufnefs . Here He opens and parricularifes the Na¬ 
ture, End, and Effefts of the divine Word. It is the 
Source of all that Truth, which cometh from above, and 
tnaketh wife unto Salvation. It is the Seed of all that 
reverential Regard to GOD, and benevolent Concern 
for Man, which may be exprefled by one principal 
Branch of each, Meeknefs. It is a Difcovery of that 
Righteoufnefs, by which alone the Ungodly are jultified ; 
on which alone Men may depend for Salvation ; and 
which could never have been the Objedt of theirlFaith, or 
even of their Knowledge, if it had not been revealed. 

St. 
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We have ken the principle Scope of the Law, and 
the leading Defign of the Scriptures: let Us add one 
Enquiry more. What is the chief Office of the SPI¬ 
RIT ?—If all thefe coincide, and uniformly termi¬ 
nate in the imputed Righteoufnefs of CHRIST-, 
We have a Confirmation of its Reality and Excel¬ 
lence, great as Man can defire; I had almoft faid, 
great as GOD can impart. — What fays our 
LORD upon this Point? When He, the SPI- 
R IT of Truth is come. He Jhall convince * the World. 

St. Paul himfelf, either gives Us the fame Comment, 
or elfe directs Us to make it, when He ftyles the Chrif- 
tian Dofirmc. AcJo; Snouoavns, Heb. v. 13. Which is fo 
called, lays a mafterly Critic, S>uia nos inftruit de vera 
Juft it ia, qua coram DEO valet, & qua coram DEO con- 
JftJiimus. Becaufj it initrutls Us in that Righteoufnefs, 
which avails for our Judification before GOD j and by 
Virtue of which, We Hand unblameable in his Sight.— 
According to this In erpretation, the Apoftle conliders 
the Revelation, the Difpiay, the Grant of the jullifying 
Righteoufnefs, as the very Quinteffence of Scripture; 
that which creates its chief Diltinftion ; and even con- 
ftitutes its Denomination. Who then can aflent to Va- 
dius, when He would have the very Quint effince of Scrip¬ 
ture, excluded from th e AnatyJ'ss of its Contents. 

For my Part, 1 fhould fee but little Excellency in thofe 
facied Volumes, if the Blood and Righteoufnefs of 
CHRIST, did not make the mod confpicuous Figure 
in their feveral Pages. I fliould fetch a Sigh, and fay; 

* Alas! here is nothing, that may recommend me to 
‘ GOD. Nothing that can give me Acceptance in his 

* Sight. Here is the Pole indeed, but the brazen Ser- 

* pent is gone.” For which R.eafon, I cannot perfuade 

* myfelf, to part with or refign in my Comment, what 
would be an unfpeakable Lofs to me, if exterminated in 

Faft. 

* He Jhall convince, feems to be the mod eligible T ranf- 
lation of cA;y£«. To reprove of Righteoufnefs, founds harlh. 
To convince of RigbteouJ'uefs, is proper. Eelides; this 

Word 
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of Sin , of Righteoufnefs, and of Judgment. Of Sin, 
becaufe they believe not in me: of Rigbteoufnefs , becaufe 
/ go to my FATHER, and ye fee me no more: of 
Judgment , becaufe the Prince of this World is judged*. 
— Is it poflile for Words to be more weighty and 
comprehenftve ? Here is a fummary of Chriftian Faith, 
and of Chriftian Holinefs. Not that fuperficial Ho- 
linefs,'which is patched up of devotional Forms, 
and goes no farther than external Performances: 
but that which is vital, and Iprings from the Heart: 
confifts in Power, not in mere Profeflion; whole 
Praife, if not of Men, who are fmitten with pom¬ 
pous OutGdes, is fure to be of GOD, who dif- 
tinguilhes the Things which are excellent. 

He Jhall convince the World of Sin ; of original and 
acftual Sin. The Sin of their Nature, as well as the 
Sin of their Life; The Sin of their bell Deeds, no 
lefs than of their criminal Commiffions, and blame- 
able Omiffions. Above all, of their finning againft 
the fovereign, the only Remedy, by Unbelief; be¬ 
caufe they believe not on me. —He Ihall convince of 
Righteoufnefs ; of the exalted R E D E E M E R’s 
Righteoufnefs, which the foregoing Convidtion 
muft render peculiarly welcome. Convince them, 
that it was wrought out in Behalf of difobedient and 
defective Mortals; that it is abfolutely perfect, and 
fufficient to juftify even the moft Ungodly. Of all 
which an inconteftable Proof is given, by his Re- 
furre&ion from the Dead, his triumphant Afcenfion 

into 

Word implies the fure Suteefs, which attends the Opera¬ 
tion of the Uivine SPIRIT. —Man may reprove , and 00 
Conviction enfue. Whereas, that Almighty AGENT 
not only reproves, but reproves tuith Ponder ; fo as to 
determine the Judgment, and fway the Affe&ions. 

• JohnxvL 8, 9, 10, it. 
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into Heaven, and Seffion at the Right-hand of his 
FATHER becaufe 1 go to my FATHER , and 
ye fee me no more He fhall convince of 'Judg¬ 
ment. Thofe, who are humbled under a Senfe of 
Guilt, and juftified through an imputed Righte- 
oufnefs, lhall be taught by happy Experience, that 
the Prince of this World is condemned and dethroned 
in their Hearts: That their Souls, by Virtue of 
this vi&orious Faith, are refcued from the Tyranny 
of Satan ; are delivered from the Bondage of their 
Corruptions ; and reftorcd to the Liberty—the glo¬ 
rious Liberty of the Children of GOD. 

You wonder, perhaps, that I have not {Lengthened 
my Caufe, by any Quotation from the Epiftle to the 
Galatians. What I deiign, my dear Theron , is not 
to accumulate, but to feledt Arguments. How¬ 
ever, that 1 may not difappoint an Expectation fo 
reafonable, I proceed to lay before You a very ner¬ 
vous Paflage, from that mafterly Piece of facred 
Controveriy.—Only, let me juft obferve, that the 
Epiftle was written to Perfons, who had embraced 
Chriftianity, andprofdled an Affiance in CHRIST. 
But would fain have joined Circumcifion, would fain 
have' J,uperadded their own religious Duties, to the 
Merits of their SAVIOUR; in order to confti- 
tute, at leaft, feme Part of their juftifying Righte- 
oufnefs. Againft which Error, the vigilant and 

indefatigable 

* If the Work had been iniperfeft in any Degree, our 
R E D E K ivl li R, inllead of taking up his Rated and 
final Refidence in the Regions of Glory, mult have de¬ 
fended again into this inferior World, to complete what 
W*s deficient. Therefore, his Sitting at the Right-hand 
yjfiGOD, is a moil comfortable Evidence, that He has 
sllloroughly performed his Coro'mifiion; has fully Tatis- 
fied for Sin ; and brought in the all-meritorious Righ- 
teoufnels. 
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indefatigable Affertor of the Truth as it is in JE¬ 
SUS, remonftrates— We who are Jews by Nature, 
and not Sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a Man 
is not jujlified by the Works of the Law, but by the 
Faith of JESUS CHRIST, even We have be¬ 
lieved in JESUS CHRIST ; that We might be 
jujlified by the Faith of CHRIST, and not by the 
Works of the Law ; for, by the Works of the Law Jball 
no Flejh be jujlified *. 

We, who are Jews by Nature ; are the Depen¬ 
dents at Abraham, and GOD’s peculiar People; 
have the Tables of his Law, and the Ordinances 
of his Worfhip: We who, in Point of Privileges, 
are greatly fuperior to the Gentile Nations, and have 
all poffible Advantages for eftab! idling (if fuch a 
Thing were practicable) a Righteoufnefs of our 
own ; What have We done ?— We have believed in 
JESUS CHRIST: We have renounced Our- 
felves; difclaimed whatever is our own; and de¬ 
pended wholly on the Blood and Obedience of the 
glorious IMMANUEL.—For what End? That 
by this Faith in CHRIST, which receives his 
Righteoufnefs; pleads his Righteoufnefs; and pre- 
fents nothing but his infinitely noble Righteoufnefs 
before the Throne, We might be jujlijied. —What 
Motive has induced Us to this Practice ?—A firm 

V o L. II. E e Per- 

* Gal. ii. 15, 16. Obfervable, very obfervable is the 
Zeal of our Apoftle, in this determined Stand, againft 
the moji Jpecious, and therefore the moft dangerous En¬ 
croachments of Error. To exprefs his ardent Concern 
for the Truth and Purity of the Gofpel —The Works of the 
Law are mentioned no lefs than three Times, and as 
often excluded from the Affair of Junification— The Faith 

CETR/STTikewife is thrice inculcated, and as often 
aflerted to be the only Method of becoming righteous be* 
fore GOD. 
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Perfuafion, that by the Works of the Law , by fsncere 
Obedience, or perfonal Holinefs, no Man living 
has been, and jno Man living can be, juflificd before 
GOD. 

Are You tired, Theron? Have I fatigued your 
Attention, inftead of convincing your Judgment?— 
I will not harbour fuch a Sufpicion. It is pleafing 
to converfe with Thofe, who have traveled into fo¬ 
reign Countries, and feen the Wonders of Creation. 
We hearken to their Narratives with Delight. Every 
new Adventure whets our Curiofity, rather than palls 
our Appetite. Mud it not then afford a more fub- 
lime Satisfaction, to be entertained with the Dif- 
courfesof a Pcrfon, who had, not indeed failed round 
the World, but made a Journey to the third Hea¬ 
vens ? Who had been admitted into the Paradife of 
GOD, and heard Things of infinite Importance, 
and unutterable Dignity ?—This was the Privilege 
of that incomparable Man, whofe obfervations and 
Difcoveries, I have been prefenting to my Friend. 
And I promife myfelf, He will not complain of 
Wearinefs, if I enrich my Epiftle with one or two 
more of thofe glorious Truths. 

GOD hath made HIM to be Sin for Us who knew 
no Sin ; that We might, not be put into a Capacity 
of acquiring a Righteoufnefs of our own, but be made 
the Righteoufnefs of GOD in Him*. In this Text, 
the double Imputation of our Sin to CHRIST, and 
of CHRIST’S Righteoufnefs tolls, is moft em¬ 
phatically taught, and moft charmingly contrafted. 
—Moft emphatically taught. For, We are faid, not 
barely to be made righteous, but to be made Righ¬ 
teoufnefs 


* 2 Cor. v. 3i. 
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teoufnefs itfelf; and not Righteoufnefs only, but 
(which is the utmoft that Language can reach) the 
Righteoufnefs of GOD.—Moft charmingly con - 
trqfted. For, One cannot but a Ik, In what Man¬ 
ner, CHRIST was made Sin? In the very fame 
Manner, We are made Righteoufnefs. CHRIST 
knew no aftual Sin. Yet, upon his mediatorial 
Interpofition on our Behalf, He was treated by Di¬ 
vine Juftice, as a finful Perfon. We likewife are 
deftitute of all legal Righteoufnefs. Yet, upon our 
receiving CHRIST\ and believing in his Name, 
We are regarded by the Divine MAJESTY, as 
righteous Creatures. This therefore cannot, in ei¬ 
ther Cafe, be intrinfically ; but muft be, in both In- 
ftances, imputatively. —Gracious, divinely gracious 
Exchange * ! pregnant with ineftimable Benefits. 
The inceflant Triumph of the Jlrong , the fovereign 
Confolation of the weak Believer! 

Ceafe your Exultation, cries One, and come down 
from yoijr Altitudes. The Term ufed in this Verfe 
denotes, not fo properly Sin, as an Offering for Sin. 
—This is a mere Suppofal, which I may as reafon- 
ably deny, as an Another affirm. Sincethe Word oc¬ 
curs much more frequently in the former Significa¬ 
tion, than in the latter; and fince, by giving it the 
latter Signification in the Paffage before Us, We 
very much impair, if not totally deftroy, the Apof- 
tle’s beautiful Antithefis. 

E e 2 How- 

* It a feilicet mirabili Permutatione Mala nojlra in fere - 
ctpit, ut Bona fua nobis largiretur ; recepit Miferiam, utlar- 
giretur Mi/ericordiam ; recepit MaledUtienem, ut BenediQionie 
fua; compotes nos faceret ; recepit Mortem, ut Vitam confer- 
ret i recepit Feccatum, ut JuJiiticm impertiretur. Thus 
writes the jddi^ous Turretin. To which, in Concur¬ 
rence with the urate Witfius, I fubferibe both with 
Hand and Heat c. 
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However; not to contend, but to allow the Re¬ 
mark. I borrow my Reply from a brave old Cham¬ 
pion * for the Truths of the Gofpel: “ This Text, 
“ fays He, invincibly proveth. That We are not 
“ juftified in GOD’s Sight by Righteoufnefs in- 
“ herent in Us, but by the Righteoufnefs of 
“ CHRIST imputed to Us through Faith.” 
After which He adds, what I make my Anfwer to 
the Objection ; “ That CHR 1 ST was made Sin 

for Us, becaufe He was a Sacrifice for Sin, We 
“ confefs: but therefore was He a Sacrifice for Sin, 
“ becaufe our Sin was imputed to Him, and pu- 
“ nifhed in Him.”—>The poor Delinquents under 
the Mofaic Difpenfation, who brought their Sin- 
offering to the Altar of the LORD, were directed 
to lay their Hand on the Head of the devoted Beaft. 
Signifying, by this Ufage, a Transferring of Sin 
from the Offerer to the Sacrifice. Conformably to 
the Import of this Ceremony, CHRIST affumed 
our Demerit. Like a true piaculur Viftim, He 
fuffered the Punifliment, which We had deferved; 
and which, without fuch a Commutation, We 
muft have undergone. So that our LORD’S be¬ 
ing made a Sin-offering for Us, does by no means 
invalidate, but very much confirm our Doctrine. 

It 

• See Dr. Falk's Annotation on the Place, in that va¬ 
luable Piece of antient Controverfy and Criticifm, The 
‘Examination of the Rhemijh Tefanunt. Which, though not 
altogether fo elegant and refined in the Language, nor 
■lb delicate and genteel irr the Manner, as might be wifh- 
ed ; is neverthelcfs full of found Divinity, t weighty Argu¬ 
ments, and important Obfervations.—Would the young 
Student be taught to difeover tittf very Sinews of Popery, 
and be enabled to give an effectual Blow to that Com¬ 
plication of Errors, I fcarce know it Treatife better cal¬ 
culated for the Purpofe. 
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It neceffarily implies the Tranflation of our Ini¬ 
quity to his Perfon ; and on the Principles of Ana- 
logy, muft infer the Imputation of his Righteoufnefs 
to our Souls. 

One Pafl'age more permit me to tranfcribe into my 
Paper ; and at the fame Time, to wilh, that it may 
be written on both our Hearts. Written, not with 
Ink and Pen; no, nor with the Point of a Diamond ; 
but with the Finger of the living GOD. Yea, 
chubtlefi , and I count all Things but Lofs, for the Ex¬ 
cellency of the Knowledge of CHRIST JESUS my 
LORD ; for whom 1 have fuff,red the Lofs of ad 
Things , and do count them but Dung, that / may win 
CHR IS T-, and be found in Him ; not having mint 
own R ighteoufnefs which is of the Law, but that which 
is through the Faith of CHRIST, the Righteoufnefs 
which is of GOD through Faith *. 

This is a Paffage of fpecial Eminence, as welj 
as of Angular Importance. For which Rea- 
fon. You will allow me to be fomewhat circum- 
ftantial, in examining its Meaning, Force, and 
Evidence. — The Apoftle is Here relating his own 
Experience, and exhibiting Himfelf as a Pattern for 
Chriftians. He fhews, what was the preient Frame, 
and what the prevailing Exercife of his Spirit, with 
regard to the momentous Affair of Juftification be¬ 
fore GOD. 

Juftification! Says a certain Author; no, “ by 
“ referring the Text to Juftification only. You 
“ miferably pervert the whole Scope of the Words. 
“ It manifeftly relates to Sanctification t chiefly, if 

not to that only.” 

Then 

* Phil. iii. 8, 9. 

f As to the Dofirine of Sunification, the Apoftle, 
F e 3 like 



438 ASPAS 10 TO THfiRON. EET. $. 

Then We are directed to find oar Rejoicing j and 
to fix our Confidence for eternal Life (of thefe Things 
the Apoftle is manifeftly fpeaking) in Sanflification 
chiefly, if not in that only; not in what CHRIST 
has done and fuffered, but in that which We Our- 
felves do and poflefs. The Papifts will thank Us 
for fuch a Conceflion. It makes Room for their 
Notion of Merit. But can never exalt Grace, or 
exclude Boafting. 

According to his Interpretation, We fhould all 
be defirous to appear, at the great and terrible Day, 
in the Garments of San&ification chiefly, if not-in 
thofe only. But are thefe without Spot and Ble- 
mifh ? Will thefe prefent Us faultlefs before the 
Throne of GOD’s Glory? Hide me, ye Rocks! 
Cover me, ye Mountains; Much rather than ex- 
pofe me, in fuch an Array, before the Eye of in¬ 
finite Purity. 

Nay; if this be the Mind of the Apoftle, then 
We muft count all other Things, even the Blood 
and Righteoufnefs of our incarnate GOD, to be 
undefirable as Lofs, and defpicable as Dung. 
Dreadful Confequence ! Not to be mentioned with¬ 
out fhuddering! Yet into fuch Confequences We 
are inevitably led, by this too peremptory and un- 
advifed Expofition of the Text. 

But We have not fo learned CHRIST. We 
think, die Apoftle exprefles a vehement Defire, and 

manifefts 

like a judicious and faithful Difpenfer of the Myfteries 
of CHRIST, neither negletts it, nor confounds it with 
the other grand Subjedt of Religion. He treats of it in 
the next Verfes, (10, 11, 12, t 3 c.) and confiders it as a 
Bleffing, following after and flowing from, this capital, 
leading, ail-enlivening Privilege— Jufiificatitn through 
the Righteoufhefs of JEHOVAH. 
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manifefts a moft attentive Care, that He may re¬ 
main eftablilhed on the true juftifying Righteouf- 
nefs. A Point, He well knew, of inexpreflible 
Moment. In which Mankind are unaccountably 
prone to miftake. Nay, Paul himfelf had Humbled 
at this Stumbling-ftone ; imagining that Righte- 
oufnefs to be unto Life, which was producive of 
nothing but Condemnation and Death. He there¬ 
fore fpeaks with Earneftnefs; He a£ls with Circunv 
Ipe&ion; as a Pcrfon who had been once caught 
in the Snare, but is refolved not to be entangled 
again. 

Perhaps, You will fay ; I do not wonder to hear 
Him repudiate his old, pharifaical, fpurious Righ- 
teoufnefs. But does He give the Bill of Divorce 
to his new, his Chrijlian , his real Righteoufnefs ? 
That which proceeded from Grace Ihed abroad in 
his Heart; and produced thofe heavenly Tempers 
and holy Works, which were both plealing to 
GOD, and honourable to Religion ? 

I anfwer; He had no other Righteoufnefs to re¬ 
nounce for the Sake of CHRIST-, fince, as You 
juftly obferve, his former Pharifaical Stridlnefs was 
fpurious, not real Godlinefs. This He had long 
ago learned to call by another Name ; looking upon 
it, as fo much fpecious Sinfulnefs, or as a fplcndid 
Abomination. By his own Righteoufnefs, therefore. 
He muft mean, whatever He pofiefled or performed, 
in Conformity to the Law as a Rule of Life, and 
through the Influence of Grace as a Principle of 
Life. Againft all this, whether it confifted of 
good Deeds or devout Qualities, He enters his Pro- 
teftation. Enters it, in thofe ftrong Words, not 
having mine own Righteoufnefs. Not having it 
E e 4 even 
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even once in my Thoughts} not carting fo much 
as a Angle Glance towards it; but being juft as if 
I had never yielded any Obedience at all. 

And great Reafon there was, for ufing all this 
Jealoufy. Since nothing is more natural to Us, in 
all Eftates, than Self-confidence. While We are 
deftitute of Grace, We are almoft fure to truft in 
outward Duties, and what is called a moral Righte- 
oufnefs. When We arc renewed by Grace, alas! 
how prone are We to doat upon the Beauties of our 
San&ification; and not look witli the Oculo irre- 
torto, fingly and folely to CHRIST, as our juf- 
tifying Righteoufnefs! 

In determined Oppofition to fuch very pernicious 
Errors, the Apoftle (peaks to this Effect—“ The 
“ Privilege of being a Hebrew by Birth ; the Pre- 
“ rogative of being a Pharifee by Profeffion ; to- 
“ gether with a Behaviour exemplary, and a Re- 
putation unblameable in the Sight of Men; all 
“ thefc, which were once my Pita for Heaven, and 
“ therefore reckoned my higheft Gain} as foon as 
I became acquainted with the glorious Perfediotis 
“ of CHRIST, I counted* Lofi for Him. —And 
“ now, though I have been a Difciple many Years ; 
“ have walked in all holy Converfation and God- 
“ linefs; have endured, for my Divine MAS- 
“ TER’s Name, Tribulations above meafure; 
“ have laboured more abundantly and more fuc- 
“ cefsfully than all the Apoftles; yet, even thefe 
“ and all other Attainments, of what Kind or of 
“ what Date foever, I count f but Lofe, for the 

“ tranfeen- 

* Hdftai, I counted; this is fpoken of the Time pall, 
f relates to theprefentTime, andcomprehends 

prefentAttainments, Ido count .—Not feme, or thegreateft 

Part, 
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« tranfcendent Excellency of CHR IST JESUS 
“ my LORD.— Tea doubtlefs* ; it is my delibe- 
“ rate and ftedfaft Refolution ; what I have moft 
“ ferioufly adopted, and do publicly avow; that, 
“ fpecious as all human Righteoufnefs may feem, 
“ and valuable as it may be in other Refpefls; I 
“ both do, and ever {hall, treat it with Difdainj 
“ yea, trample it under my Feet, that I may ivin 
“ CHRIST f, and triumph in the exalted JE - 
“ SUS. Human Righteoufnefs fades into No- 
“ thing; it dwindles into left than nothings if fet 

in 

Part, but all Things. —What? is a Courfe of Sobriety, 
and the Exercife of Morality, to be reckoned as Dung? 
All Things, fays the Apollle—What? Is our moil ele¬ 
vated Devotion, and enlarged Obedience, to be degraded 
at this monftrous Rate ? All Things, fays the Apoftle.— 
This is his invariable Reply. Upon all Things what¬ 
ever, befides CHRIST and his ineffable Righteoufnefs, 
He holds the Door, when the great Caufeof junification 
is under Debate. And We may venture to affirm. That 
He had the Mind of C HR 1ST. 

* Perhaps 1U1 wekwQ may be mandated, but truly. 
As if He had faid, “ But why ihould 1 mention any more 

Particulars? In Truth, I count all Things, &c.” 

•j- Ai« Xpifcn —iia to vorigsgov .— it a m^r.ou —plainly 

imply this comparative or relative Senfe. Virtues, which 
are the Fruits of the S P 1 R 1 T, and Labours, which are 
a Bleffing to Mankind, no fober Perfon will reckon ab~ 
Jolutely or in all Refpefts defpicable ; but only in a limit¬ 
ed and qualified Acceptation. Defpicable, not in them- 
felves, but as compared with the divinely perfedl Righ¬ 
teoufnefs of CHRIST, or as referred to the infinitely 
important Article of J unification. 

That Afpajio fpeaks the Senfe of our Church, will ap* 
pear from this lhort but very pertinent Extract:—“ The 
“ Apollle St. Raul faith. He doth glory, in what? Fa 
“ the Contempt of his own Righteoufnefs; and that He 
** looketh for the Righteoufnefs of GOD by Faith,” 

Homily of Salvation, Part It, 
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“ in Competition with his matchlefs Obedience. 
“ And fliould it fuperfede my Application to his 
“ Merits, or weaken my Reliance on his Media- 
“ tion, it would then be, not contemptible only, 
“ but injurious — to be avoided, with Sollicitude, 
“ as the greateft Lofs ; to be reje&ed, with Ab- 
“ horrence, as the vileft Dung*” 

You will afk, !f He rejedls all his own Righte- 
oufrefi. c n r vbat are his Hopes fixed ?—On a Foun¬ 
dation, ixtenfivc as the Obedience of the RE¬ 
DEEMER'S Life and Death, unjhaken as the 
Dignity of his eternal Power and GODHEAD. 
They are fixed on the Righteoufnefs which is of GOD’, 
the Righteoufnefs which GOD the FATHER, 
in unfearchable Wifdom, provided; and which 
GOD the SO N, in unutterable Goodnefs, 
wrought.—Do You enquire, Hovj He came to be 
invefted with this Righteoufnefs? The Anfwer is 
ready and fatisfaefory. It was by the Application 
of the Divine SPIRIT, and the Inftrumcntality 
of Faith .—Left any fhould imagine, That this 
Faith might be fubftituted, inftead of his own Obe¬ 
dience to the Law; He puts an apparent Difference 

between 

* Zr.fjix, QuZctXi. IIow emphatical are the Words! 
How bold are the Images ! And may We not obferve a 
fine Advance in the Senfe ? Lofs, which is detrimental to 
cor Intereft, and not fullained without Regret. Dung, 
which is loathfome to our Senfes, and caff away with 
Abhorrence. 

Has the /tpaftle pronounced all this concerning human 
Righteoufnefs, when it would prefume to be a Rival or 
a Partner with CHRIST? Then None can juilly cen¬ 
sure what Afpajto has faid upon the fame Subjeft. Since 
his Sentiments, compared with the infpired Writer's, 
are but as the faint Breath of an Englijb Orchard, com¬ 
pared with the potent Fragrance of an Orangery in 
Sevrflt. 
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between the Righteoufnefs which juftifies, and the 
Faith by which it is received : not the Righteouf¬ 
nefs which conjijls in, but is r H r o u g h the Faith of 
CHRIST.-— To fhew the great Importance of 
this Diftin&ion; how earneftly He infilled upon 
it, as a Preacher; how much it tended to his Con- 
folation, as a Chrijlian ; He repeats the Sentiment, 
He reinculcates the Do&rine, The Righteoufnefs 
which is of GO D BY Faith. 

Will You now, Theron, or (hall 7 , poor unprofit¬ 
able Creatures, prefume to rely on any Performances 
or any Accomplifliments of our own ? When that 
diftinguifhed Saint—a perfed Prodigy of Gifts, of 
Graces, and of Zeal—indefatigable in Labours, un¬ 
conquerable by Afflictions, and of whofe Ufefulnefs 
there is neither Meafure nor End—When He denies 
Himfelf in every View; depreciates all; difavows 
all *; and makes mention of nothing, but the in¬ 
comparable Righteoufnefs of his obedient , dying, in¬ 
terceding SAVIOUR. 

What (hall I fay more ? Shall I attempt to play 
ihe Rhetorician, and borrow the i n fin uatiog-Arts 
of Perfuafion ? This, after all the cogent Tcjlimonies 
produced, and all the great Authorities urged, would 
be a needlefs Parade. When our Pen is a Sun¬ 
beam, there is but little Occafion to dip it in Oil. 

Inftead of fuch an Attempt, give me leave to make 
a frank and honeft Confeffion. I would conceal no¬ 
thing from my Friend. He (hould have a Sa(h to 
my Bread j throw it up at his Pleafure j and fee all 

that 

* Thus argues St. Cbryfojtom, commenting on the Paf- 
fage ; Ei 0 SiKecioovmv i%vr, Si* to /a%Su eirai, wpj r*t/%i rvt 
Suuattnm iSpx/Af), 01 pi) «p£0 iltf B«j a oroWw p«Mo» ofuhun 
Wferf*X l ‘» otv%. 
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that paffes within.—Though I never had any Temp¬ 
tation to that pernicious Set of Errors, which paffes 
under the Charadter of Socinianifm ; yet I had many 
Seaichings of Heart, and much folicitous Enquiry, 
How far We are indebted to CHRIST’S ailive 
Righteoufnefs. Thoroughly perfuaded, that Other 
Foundation can no Man lay, fave that -which is laid , 
even JESUS CHRIST *; and that there is no 
either Name given under Heaven , whereby Men can be 
faved f ; yet, whether We were not to confine our 
believing Regards to a dying SAVIOUR, was 
Matter of confidcrable Doubt. — At firft, I was 
inclined to acquiefce in the Affirmative. After long 
Confideration and many Prayers, my Faith fixed 
upon the Whole of CHRIST’ s mediatorial Under¬ 
taking. Which began in his fpontaneous Submiffion 
to the Law; was carried on through all his merito¬ 
rious Life; and iffued in his atoning Death.—This 
is now the Bafis of my Confidence, and the Bul¬ 
wark of my Happinefs. Hither I fly } here I reft } 
as the Dove, after her wearifome and fruitlefs Rov¬ 
ings, returned to Noah , and refted in the Ark. 

This Scheme firft recommended itfelf to my Af- 
fedlions j as making the moft ample Provifion, for the 
Security and Repofe of a guilty Confcience. Which, 
when alarmed by the Accufations of Sin, is very ap- 
prehenfive of its Condition; and will not be com¬ 
forted, till every Scruple is fatisfied, and all the Ob- 
ftru£tions to its Peace are removed. Thus I rcafoned 
with myfelf-— “ Though there is, undoubtedly, 
«* fotnething to be faid for the other Side of the Quef- 
tion; yet, this is evidently the fafeft Method. 
** And, in an Affair of infinite Confequence, who 

“ would 

1 Cor. iii. ir. f A&s iv. 12. 
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“ would not prefer the fafeft and fureft Expedient ? 
" —ShouldtheRighteoufnefs of JESUS CHRIST 
" be indifpcnfably requifite, as a Wedding-garment } 
“ what will they do, when the great immortal 
“ KING appears, who have refufed to accept it? 
“ Whereas, fhould it not prove fo abfolutely necef- 
“ fary, yet fuch a Dependence can never obftrud 
“ our Salvation. It can never be charged upon Us, 
“ as an Article of Contumacy or Perverfenefs’ that 
"We thought too meanly of our own, too magnifi- 
" cently of our LORD’S Obedience. So that let 
“ the Die turn either Way, Wc are expofed to no 
" Hazard.—This Scheme takes in all, that the 
" other Syftems comprehend, and abundantly more; 
" In this 1 find no Defeat, no Flaw, no Shadow of 
" Inefficiency. It is fomewhat like the perfefi Cube ; 
** which, where-ever it maybe thrown, or however 
“ it may fall, is fure to fettle upon its Bafe.—Sup- 
u pofing, therefore, the important Beam Ihould 
“ hang in Equilibrio, with refpect to Argument; 
“ thefe Circumftances, caft into the Scale, may 
** very juflly be allowed to turn the Balance.” 

Upon a more attentive Examination of the Sub- 
jeft, I perceived—That this is the Doftrine of our 
national Church; has received the Atteftation of our 
iableft Divines; and has been, in all Ages, the Con- 
folation of the molt eminent Saints : That it is the 
genuine Senfe of Scripture; and not fome inferior 
or fubordinate Point, incidentally touched upon by 
the infpired Writers, but the Sum and Subjlance * 

of 

* ThisDoftrine runs through St. Paul’s Writings, like 
a golden Warp. While Privileges, BlelTings, and evan¬ 
gelical Duties, are like a Weof: a Woof (if I may allude 
to the Ornaments of the Sandluary) of Blue, of Purple, 

of 
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of their heavenly Meflage; that which conftitutes 
the Vitals of their Syftem, and is the very Soul of 
their Religion. On which Account the whole 
Gofpel is denominated from it, and fly led The Mini- 
Jiration of Rightecufnefs. —I was farther convinced. 
That this Way of Salvation magnifies, beyond 
Compare, the divine Law» is no lefs honourable 
to all the divine Attributes; and exhibits the ever 
Blefled MEDIATOR in the moft illuftrious 
and the moft delightful View. 

All thefe Confiderations, under the Influence of 
the eternal SPIRIT, have determined my Judg¬ 
ment, and eftabliflicd my Faith. So that I truft, 
neither the Subtilties of Wit, nor the Sneers of 
Ridicule, nor any other Artifice, fhall ever be able 
to feparate me from the Grace and Righteoufnefs 
which are in JESUS CHRIST.—By his Death, 
I am difcharged from Guilt—by his Obedience, I 
am conftituted Righteous—by his complete Satis¬ 
faction, I am completely juftified, and fhall be 
eternally faved,—In each of thefe RcfpeCts, HE 
is my ALL. 

Let me, by Way of Conclufion, review that 
awful SubjeCt, which introduced the Letter. Let 
me fuppofe the JUDGE, who is at the Door., 
actually come: the great and terrible Day, which 

is 

of Scarlet, and indeed of every pleafant Colour. The 
Righteoufnefs of GOD, Rom. i. 17. z Cor. v. 21 .—The 
Righteoufnefs from GOD, Phil. iii. 10.— Righteoufnefs by 
Faith, Rom. iii. 2 Z. —Righteoufnefs of Faith, Rom. iv. 11. 
X. 6 . —Righteoufnefs 'without the Law, Rom. iii. 21.— 
Righteoufnefs without Works, Rom. iv. 6. —Righteoufnefs in 
the Blood of C HR 1 ST, Rom. v. 9.— Righteoufnefs by the 
Obedience of CHRIST, Rom. v. 1 g.~—Righteoufnefs not 
our own, Phil. iii. 9.— Righteoufnefs imputed by GOD, 
Rem. iv. 6, to, 22. 
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is hading forward*, really commenced.—- Hark! 
The Trumpet founds the univerfal Summons. The 
Living are ftruck with a death-like Aftonifhment’f 
the Dead^ftart from their filent Abodes. — See! The 
whole Earth takes Fire ; the Sun is turned into 
Darknefs; and the Stars fall from the Firmament. 
—Behold! The Ancient of Days is revealed 
from Heaven. His Garment is white as Snow , and 
the Hair of his Head like the pure IVsol. His Throne 
is like the fiery Flame, and his Wheels are as burning 
Fire. Thoufand tboufands minijlcr unto Him-, and ten 
thoufand Times ten thoufand jland before Him. The 
Judgment is fet, and the Leeks are opened +. 

Qbferve thofe exemplary Chriflians , whofe Senti¬ 
ments I have been colle£ting. They renounce them- 
felves, and rely on their Glorious SURETY. 
Methinks, I hear them fay. Each as they quit their 
Beds of Dull; I will go forth from the Grave in thy 
Strength, O blefifed JESUS ; and, at the decifive 

Tribunal, 

* The facred Writer, T obferve, often remind their 
Readers of this grand Event; often difplay this delightful, 
dreadful Scene.—Their Manner of Speaking fhevvs, that 
they themfelves lived under the habitual and joyful Ex- 
peftation of it : as Ferfons, who were looking for, and 
hoping to, the Coming of the Day of G OD .~They repre- 
fent it, not only as jure, but near ; yea, very near, and 
upon the Pqjnt to take place. The LO RD is at Hand. 
The JUDGE is at the Doer. Yet a little while, and 
HE that fall come, will come, and will not tarry .—The lalt 
PalTage is the moll fpirited and emphatical of them all j 
but has loft much of its Emphafis, by the Englijh Verlion. 
It is in the Original /eixfos otrot oacr. A beautiful Plet- 
nafm ; by which th tSeptuagint, though too often inaccu¬ 
rate in tranllating the prophetic Text, have very happily 
exprefled Ifaiah' s j?j"i toffD 3 Which may, I think, be 
rendered in our Language, yet a very, very little while, 
Heb. x. 37. jfai. xxvi. 20. 

f Dan. vii. 9, 10. 

■ 4v 
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Tribunal* will make mention of thy Righteoufncfs only. 
.'—At the feme Time, will You, Theron, or (hall I 
before the innumerable Multitude of anxious 
Sinners, and adoring Seraphs—{land forth and de¬ 
clare?—“ Let thofe pufillanimous Creatures fly for 
** Refuge to their SAVIOUR’S Righteoufncfs. 
** We will confide in Works, in Accomplifhments 
** of, our own. We are the Men, who have per - 
finally kept the divine Law, and Want no fiip- 
“ pojititious Obedience from Another. Let the 
Eye that glances through Immenfity, and pene- 
** trates the Receflcs of the Heart; itt that holy 
“ and omnifeient Eye, examine our Temper, and 
** fiftour Conduct. We are bold to rifle our Souls, 
«* and all their immortal Interefts, on the Ifl'uc of 
«* fuch a Scrutiny.” 

Perhaps, Your Mind is imprefled with this filcmn 
Scene, and your Thoughts recoil at fuch daring Prc- 
fumption. If fo, it will be proper for me to with¬ 
draw, and leave You to your own Meditations. At 
fuch Moments, to obtrude on Your Company, would 
gender me the troubld'ome and officious, rather than 

- Tour rcfpeSful and affeilianate, 

Aspasio. 


The RND of the Second Volume. 






